REEDOM 
FIGHTERS 


The saga of India’s freedom struggle 
has all the ingredients of an epic story 
which ig liable for more than one 
interp ion. 

The. ,ptesént study on India’s 
freedom fighters recalls the role of 
leadership in the freedom struggle. It 
deals with the profiles of more than 
two hwndréd pioneers who made 
valuable ¢ontributions to the growth 
of nationalist. movement. 

The $d0k ‘has exhaustive sections 
on the site | of freedom struggle as 
well asa ?cRronology of the most 
importatyt dates and events. It is hoped 
that this exercise would help the 
readers to ufiderstand the role of each 
freedom fighter in a proper historical 
gabe 
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Where the mind is without fear.... 


Where the mind is without fear and the head is 
held high; 

Where knowledge is free; 

Where the world has not been broken up 
into fragments by narrow domestic walls; 

Where words come out from the depth of 
truth; 

Where tireless striving stretches its arms 
towards perfection; 

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost 
its way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit; 

Where the mind is led forward by thee into 
ever-widening thought and action— 

Into that’ heaven of freedom, my Father, let 
my country awake. 
_Rabindleanath Tagore 


& DICTIONARY 
OF 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


V.P. Gupta & Mohini Gupta 


inated TMOODC AQ OF ND (5) 
DOM Ges Hoa: 

ACC.No.: © [16 Tor 

MODE 1 OMIOOw, BonwWao- + 


RADHA PUBLICATIONS 


NEW DELHI-110 002 


First Published 1999 


Second print- 2002 
© Reserved 


ISBN 81-7487-155-1 


Published by 
RADHA PUBLICATIONS 
4378 /4-B, Ansari Road, Daryaganj 
New Delhi-110 002. 
Phones: 3261839, 3254306 


PRINTED IN INDIA 


Published by Smt. Radha Garg for Radha Publications, 4378/4-B, 
Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi-110 002, Lasertypeset by 
Jitendra Kumar Singh, Delhi—94, and Printed at Tarun Offset Press, 
Delhi. 


Dedicated 
to the hallowed memory of 
Sardar Bhagat Singh 
and his countless companions 
who marched gallantly to the gallows 
to ‘awake’ Ondia 
‘into that heaven of freedom’ 


ry 7 _ 
2 : " ra : 
mats ye i 


cas! 
& é , uu al 


= ony 7 : : ; : 7 
¥ ~~ _ : oe. _ 
» ve : 7 ‘ -~ - 


Lg 7 - =~} 


og i, ae Wie : 
eae ey ee Bie, 7 ee enn) NAGS | 
Yon Peer. fee Pe 


; : ; 

: a 
7 E- er 
a 7 r 


‘ ak 7 ta - ¢ 
i A ae ay ; i \ . Nati : : A- 
, ca \ ee z LY t¢ 1 2 BAR: : 7 
OSENTED fv SSHRC Oo 29 7S, 2 
. oa - , oe 5 - : “ | © ne : ; _ _ 7 


‘| he story of India’s freedom struggle is.an epic which 
must be told and retold to succeeding generations. The 
most important relevant questions in the study of India’s 
freedom struggle are three: (1) Why India lost her freedom 
inspite of a rich and ancient civlisation, vastness of the 
country and a massive population? (2) How India achieved 
her freedom overcoming all the obstacles? (3) How this 
freedom can be preserved? 

The present study is a modest attempt to attend to these 
questions. It is divided into three sections. Section One deals 
with the history of freedom struggle, its various phases and 
the circumstances leading to independence and partition. 
Sextion Two recalls the role of leadership in the freedom 
struggle, presenting profiles of more than two hundred 
freedom fighters who made valuable contributions to the 
growth of nationalist movement resulting in freedom. Section 
Three provides a chronology of freedom struggle from 1757 
to 1947. The authors have given short comments on some of 
the major developments during this period. 

It is hoped that the general readers as well as the serious 
students desirous to know something of the epic struggle 
will find the book useful. 

V.P. Gupta 
Mohini -Gupta 
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SECTION ONE 


HISTORY OF THE FREEDOM 
STRUGGLE 


THE BRITISH CONQUEST 
AND ITS CONSEQUENCES 


The Story of the East India Company 


Tt story of the East India Company reads like a romance. 
It was founded as a commercial concern but it grew into 
a formidable empire.? Lord Palmerston rightly remarked: 

“The original settlers began with a factory, the factory 
grew into a fort, the fort expanded into a District and the 
District into a province.’”? 


Foundation of the Company 


The English East India Company was founded by a Royal 
- Charter on 31 December 1600 under the title “The Governor 
‘and Company of Merchants of London, trading into the 
East India.” It’s main object was to compete with the Dutch 
merchants who had obtained an unchallenged monopoly of 
trade in East India. 


Conflict with the Dutch Company 


The first English factories in India were established at 
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Masulipatam and Petafoli in the Bay of Bengal. The English 
company came into conflict with the Dutch company in 
Indonesia. The English Company was defeated and it 
concentrated its efforts on India. 


A Period of Boom 


The reign of Charles II (1660-85) marks a period of boom 
in the growth of Company. Charles granted five Charters 
to the Company and gave it the right to acquire territory, 
coin money, command fortresses and troops, form alliances, 
make war and peace and exercise both civil and criminal’ 
Jurisdiction. 


A Rival East India Company 


The prosperity of the East India Company attracted a large 
number of interlopers, who desired to make profit from its 
trade, the British Government affirmed that all the subjects 
of England had equal rights to trade unless otherwise 
prohibited. A rival East India Company was established in 
1698. The two companies were rivals to each other. They 
were amalgamated in 1708. 


Fight against the Portuguese 

The English and the Dutch Companies fought against the 
Portuguese. In 1712 an English fleet repulsed the Portuguese 
and began trading at Surat. In 1713 the English Company 
received a firman from the Mughal emperor Farrukhsiyar 
(1712-19) for trading rights in Surat. 

Presidency of Madras 


In 1640 the English Company acquired the site of modern 
Madras where it built Fort St. George. 


Presidency of Bombay 


In 1668 King Charles II transferred to the East India Company 
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the site of Bombay which he had received as fort of his 
dowry from Portugal. He gave the site to the Company at 
an. annual sent of £10. The Company’s Governor Gerald 
Aungier laid the firm foundations of the modern city of 
Bombay during the years 1669 and 1677. 


Presidency of Calcutta 


In 1690 Job Charnock a faithful servant of the Company 
laid the foundations of Calcutta. The site was a swampy 
land of the Bhagirathi. It comprised the village of Sutanati. 
In 1698 the adjoining villages of Kalikota and Govindpur 
were added to it. 


Exemption from Customs Duty 


In 1691 the Nawab of Bengal exempted the Company from 
payment of customs duty in return for an annual payment 
of Rs. 3,000 only. In 1715 the Mughal Emperor Farrukhsiyar 
confirmed this right. 


The Rise of the English Power in Bengal 


The East India Company established its first factory at Hugli 
in 1651. It was permitted to do so by Shah Shuja, the second 
son of the Emperor Shahjehan who was at that time the 
Governor of Bengal. Shah Shuja also granted the Company 
the privilege of free trade throughout Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa. Soon the Company set up its factories at Kassimbajar, 
Patna and some other places. 

In 1741 Alivardi Khan became the virtual ruler of Bengal. 
He died in 1756 and was succeeded by his daughter’s son 
Siraj-ud-daula. Siraj-ud-daula was offended by behaviour 
of the English and he besieged Fort William. The action of 
the Nawab led the East India Company authorities of Madras 
to send an expedition under Robert Clive to fight the Nawab. 
Clive captured Calcutta and Nawab restored all the former 
privileges enjoyed by the Company to it. Robert Clive entered 
into a pact with some officers of the nawab including his 
commander-in-chief Mir Jafar and defeated the Nawab at 
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the battle of Plassey on 23 June 1757. Mir Jafar was made 
the nawab of Bengal and Siraj-ud-daula put to death. After 
Plassey the English Company virtually monopolised the trade 
and commerce of Bengal. It also emerged as a military power. 
Mir Jafar could not keep the Company in good humour and 
he was replaced by his son-in-law Mir Kasim who was 
proclaimed the Nawab in October 1760. The new Nawab 
could not pull on with the Company. The forces of the 
Company defeated him in 1763. The Nawab escaped to Oudh 
and organised a confederacy with the Nawab of Oudh to 
drive away the English from Bengal. The battle was fought 
at Buxer in 1764. The English won. The battle of Buxer made 
the English a great power of northern India. The whole 
territory from Murshidabad to Allahabad lay at their feet. 


Sovereignty Over India 


The Company acquired sovereignty over India step by step. 
It had to wage wars against the Portuguese*,:-the Dutch’ and 
the French.® It had also to fight against a number of Indian 
powers—the Nizam, the Marathas, the rulers of Mysore, 
and finally the Sikhs. It subdued a number of Indian states 
through the device of Subsidiary Alliance and annexed a 
number of them through the Doctrine of Lapse. 


The Rule Under the Company 


In England the Court of Proprietors and the Court of Directors 
looked after the operations of the East India Company. Any 
shareholder who held shares worth five hundred pounds 
was entitled to have a vote in the Court of Proprietors. A 
shareholder having shares worth a hundred pounds was 
eligible to be elected to the Court of Directors. There were 
twenty four Directors on the Court. The post had great 
attraction as it provided for nepotism. The Regulating Act, 
1773 tried to deal with the evils of the Company’s 
administration in India by introducing the following measures. 


1. Anew executive for the Government of the Presidency 
of Bengal. 
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2. Anew relationship between the Presidency of Bengal 
and those of Madras and Bombay. 

3. Reforms of the Civil Service. 

4. Setting up of a Supreme Court at Calcutta. 

5. A new procedure for the making of regulations. 


The Regulating Act could not succeed in remaining the 
defeats in the rule of the East India Company. The succeeding 
acts until 1858 when all the authority of the company was 
transferred to the British Parliament, tried to make some 
changes in the administration of the Company, but by and 
large the administration of the Company remained the same. 

In the initial stages the people had welcomed the English 
rule but gradually there emerged a feeling of aversion against 
it mainly on account of the evils of administration.’ 


The Parliament’s Increasing Control over the Company 


The British Parliament through its various acts increased its 
control over the affairs of the Company. The process started 
with the Regulating Act of 1772 and continued through the 
Amending Act of 1781, Pitt’s India Act of 1784, The Charter 
Act of 1793, 1813, 1833, and finally 1853. The Act for the 
better Government of India, 1858 transferred the governance 
of India form the Company to the given. The Company had 
during two and a half centuries been able to acquire an 
empire more magnificent than that of Rome. 


Rulers of the East India Company 


The East India Company had a galaxy of able rulers. The 
outstanding Governors-General of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal under the Regulating Act of 1773 included 
Warren Hastings® (1774-1785), Charles Cornwallis’ (1786- 
1793), Sir John Shore’ (1793-1798), Marquess Wellesley" (1798- 
1805), Lord Hastings’? (1813-1823), Lord Amherst’ (1823- 
1828), and Lord Bentinck" (1828-1833). The Governor Generals 
of India under Charter Act of 1833 included administrators 
like Earl of Auckland’ (1836-1842), Henry Hardinge’® (1844- 
1848), Lord Dalhousie” (1848-1856), and Lord Canning" (1856- 
1858). 
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Decline of the Mughal Empire 


The decline and disintegration of the Mughal Empire helped 
in the rise of the British power in India. Aurangzeb (1657- 
1707) wast the last powerful monarch of the Mughal dynasty.” 
After his death’ the governors of Oudh. Bengal and the 
Deccan freed themselves from the control of the Central 
government. The Hindu powers also asserted their 
independence. Invaders from the North-east like Nadir Shah” 
(1739) and Ahmed Shah Abdali (1761)?' exposed the 
hollowness of the Mughal Empire. The European trading 
companies dabbled in Indian affairs and contributed to the 
fall of the Mughal Empire. ' 

There were a number of causes for the fall of the Mughal 
Empire: 

1. The repressive policies of Aurangzeb; 2. His weak 
successors; 3. Degeneration of the Mughal nobility; 4. Court 
factions; 5. Defective law of succession; 6. The rise of the 
Marathas; 7. Military weaknesses; 8. Economic bankruptcy; 
9. Nature of the Mughal State; 10. Invasions of Nadir Shah 
and Ahmad Shah Abdali; and finally 11. The coming of the 
Europeans. 


Anglo-Maratha Struggle 


The Marathas had built their empire on the ruins of the 
Mughal Empire. The Marathas proved stronger than other 
Indian provinces but they could not defeat the English East 
India Company. The Marathas fought three wars with the 
English in 1775-82, 1803-06, and 1817-1818 and were defeated 
each time. 

The Marathas proved superior to the various Muslim 
powers that arose on the ruins of the Mughal Empire, they 
proved inferior to the English. Inept leadership, inherent 
defects of the Maratha State, absence of State’s economic 
policy, weakness of political set up, inferior military system, 
superior English diplomacy and espionage, progressive 
outlook of the English were some of the factors responsible 
for the defeat of the Marathas. 
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Wars against Mysore 


Eighteenth century India provided favourable circumstances 
for the rise of military adventurers. Haider Ali was one 
such soldier of fortune. Born in 1721, he started his career 
as a horseman and rose to be the ruler of Mysore. He created 
a well disciplined army with the French help. He fought 
two wars with the English. First Anglo-Mysore War was 
fought during 1767-69 and the second during 1780-84. He 
defeated the English in both the wars but passed away in 
7 December 1782.” His son Tipu Sultan fought the third 
(1790-92) and the fourth (1799) Anglo-Mysore Wars with 
the English. He lost both the wars and died fighting bravely.. 
He stands out as an outstanding personality of the eighteenth. 
century India who preferred a hero’s death”. 


Anglo-French Rivalry 


The French East India Company was created by the French 
Government in 1664. It established its first Indian factory 
at Surat in 1668 and secured in 1673 the site of modern 
Pondicherry. Pondicherry was soon developed to become 
the headquarters of the French East India Company in India. 
The French company possesed Chandernagore near Calcutta 
during the years 1690-92. The French company acquired 
Mahe in 1725 and Karikal in 1739. The French Governor 
Dupleix (1741-1754) captured Madras in 1746 and won a 
complete victory over the Nawab of Carnatic. He took part 
in the succession disputes of Carnatic and Hyderabad and 
his protege sat on the throne of Hyderabad. 

But Dupleix could not succeed in expelling the English 
East India Company from India. In 1759 Dupleix was recalled 
to France. In 1757 the English captured the French settlement 
at Chandernagore. The victory at the battle of Plassey in 
1757 made the position of the English East India Company 
supreme in Bengal. In 1760 the French suffered a decisive 
defeat at the hands of the English force in the battle of 
Wandewash. The Peace of Paris in 1763 marked the fall of 
the French East India Company in India. It was allowed to 
hold the possession of Pondicherry, Chandernagore, Mahe 
and Karikal as fortified trading centres. | 
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Hyderabad 


The state was founded by Asaf Jah in 1713 when he came 
to Hyderabad as the Governor of the Deccan but to made 
himself its independent ruler in 1740. On his death in 1748, 
his dominions fell prey to troubled times. The English and 
the French in India tried to serve their own ends. The Nizam 
was the first Indian ruler to enter in 1798 into the system 
of subsidiary alliance formulated by Lord Wellesley (1798- 
1805). 


Oudh 


Oudh was one of the 15 provinces into which Akbar divided 
his empire. It continued to be an important province of the 
Mughal empire till 1724 A.D. In 1724 the Mughal governor 
Saadat Khan made himself independent. The defeat of the 
Shuja-ud-daulah at the battle of Buxer in 1764 marked the 
beginning of the decline in the power of Oudh. The last 
ruler of Oudh Wazid Ali Shah (1847-1857) was deposed on 
the ground of mismanagement in 1856 and Oudh was annexed 
to the British India Empire. 


The Annexation of Sind 


With the decline of the Mughal power, Sind passed under 
the control of the Amirs of Sind during the late eighteenth 
century. In the nineteenth century, with the expansion of the 
British power in India. The Indo-British Government 
attempted to annex Sind. In 1832 a treaty was made with 
the Amirs which opened the Indus to British navigation 
and trade in 1842. Sir'‘Charles Napier provoked a war with 
the Amirs. The Amirs were defeated at the battles of Miani 
and Dabo. The East India Company annexed Sind to its 
growing empire.” J 


Annexation of the Punjab 


Ranjit Singh carved out a Sikh state in the Punjab in 1801. 
He entered into a treaty with the British in 1809. According 
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to this treaty Ranjit Singh agreed to confine his conquests 
to the north and west of the Sutlej and cease to interfere 
in the cis-Sutlej states. These states passed under the British 
protection. In 1831 Ranjit Singh renewed the treaty of perpetual 
friendship with the British. When he died in 1839 he had 
created a compact Sikh state which extended from Peshawer 
to the Sutlej and from Kashmir to Sind.» 

Ranjit Singh was succeeded by his son Kharak Singh. 
He died on 5 November, 1840. He was succeeded by his son 
Naunihal Singh who expired in an accident on the same 
day. 

In September 1843 Dalip Singh, a minor son of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh was proclaimed the Maharaja. His mother Rani 
Jindan became the regent. 

The British fought two wars with the Sikhs. The first 
war was fought in 1845-46 and the second war in 1848-49. 
The Sikhs were defeated in both the wars. On 29 March, 
1849 the kingdom of Punjab was annexed to the British 
empire. Dalip Singh was given a pension of £50,000 per 
annum and sent to England for education.”® 


Conquest of Burma 


Burma had a highly developed Buddhist civilization. From 
the 11th to the 19th centuries the history of Burma was one 
of violent wars between princes. 

In 1820 the Burmese general Maha Bandula invaded the 
Indian states of Assam and Manipur. The British declared 
war on Burma. Maha Bandula was driven back. The Burmese 
had not only to give up their claim to Assam and Manipur 
but also to transfer the lower Burmese territories of Arakan 
and Tanasserim to the British. The British took control of 
Upper Burma in 1886.” 


Conquest of Assam 


The Burmese conquered Assam in 1819 and ruled till 1824. 
The British in India did not like the expansion of the Burmese 
rule in Assam. They fought the Burmese and defeated them. 
The Burmese were forced to make peace with the British 
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by the treaty of Yandabo in 1826. According to this treaty 
the Burmese withdrew from Assam and Manipur. The Lower 
Assam comprising the districts of Kamrupa, Darrang and 
Nowgong were annexed to the British dominions. In 1837. 
_ Upper Assam was placed under the direct rule of the British 
Indian Government. 


Conquest of Nepal 


The Gurkhas had occupied Nepal in 1767. They frequently 
made inroads in the British Indian territories: In 1813 the 
East India Company demanded a complete evacuation of 
its areas. The Nepalese rulers did not comply with the 
demand. The British army attacked Nepal in 1814. The 
Gorkhas were defeated decisively in 1816. The treaty of 
Saguli pledged to maintain perpetual peace and friendship. 
The Gurkhas ceded Garhwal and Kumaon divisions and 
withdrew from Sikkim. 


Treaties with Rajput States 


The East India Company entered with treaties with Rajput 
states such as Udaipur, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota, Bundi, Karauli, 
Banswara, Dungarpur, Pratapgarh, Bikaner and Jaisalmer. 
These treaties were rather harsh and contained humiliating 
terms. These treaties demonstrated the paramountcy of the 
Company and subordinate position of the states.” 


Sikkim 


Little is known of Sikkim’s history prior to the 17th century. 
The state’s name is derived from Limbu words su kim, meaning 
“new house.” The Lepcha were early inhabitants of the 
region apparently assimilating the Naong, Chang, Mon and 
other tribes. The Bhutia began entering from Tibet in the 
14th century. When the kingdom of Sikkim was established 
in 1642, Phunt Namgyal, the first Chogyal (temporal and 
spiritual king), came from this community. The Nam dynasty 
ruled Sikkim until 1975. | 

Sikkim fought a series of territorial wars with both Bhutan 
and Nepal beginning in the mid eighteenth century, and 
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Nepal subsequently came to occupy parts of western Sikkim. 
It was during this period that the largest migration of Nepalese 
to Sikkim began. In 1816 the territories were restored to 
Sikkim by the British in return for its support during the 
Anglo-Nepalese War (1814-16), but by 1817 Sikkim had 
become a de facto protectorate of Britain. 

The British East India Company obtained Darjeeling from 
Sikkim in 1835. Incidents between British and Sikkim led to 
the annexation in 1849 of the submontane regions and the 
subsequent military defeat of Sikkin, culminating in the Anglo- 
Sikkimese Treaty of 1861. The treaty established Sikkim as 
a princely state under British paramountcy (though leaving 
the issue of sovereignty undefined), and the British were 
given rights of free trade and road making from Sikkim to 
Tibet. In 1890 an agreement was concluded between the 
British and the Tibetans which defined the border between 
Sikkim and Tibet. Tibet also acknowledged the special relation 
of British India with the kingdom of Sikkim. A British political 
officer was subsequently appointed to assist the chogyal in 
the administration of Sikkim’s domestic and foreign affairs 
and, if effect became the virtual ruler of the state. 


Doctrine of Lapse 


According to Lord Dalhousie there were three categories of 
Hindu states during his time: 


1. The States which were not subordinate to a paramount 
power. 

2. The states which owed subordination to the British 
of Government as their paramount power. 

3. The states which were created by the British 
Government. 


The doctrine of Lapse was the principle that in case of 
dependent states the sovereignty lapsed or passed back to 
the supreme power, that as to the Indo-British government, 
if and when such a state lacked a natural heir and no right 
of adoption was to be recognised. An adopted son could 
inherit the personal properties of his adoptive father, but he 
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could not inherit the sovereignty over his states. The East 
India Company had enunciated this principle in 1839. Lord 
Dalhousieapplied it with utmost vigour. By the application 
of his doctrine of lapse Dalhousie annexed the states of Satara 
(1848), Jaitpur and Saubhapur (1849), Baghat (1850), Udaipur 
(1852), Nagpur (1854) and Jhansi (1855). These annexations 
largely contributed to the 1857 war of independence. 


Nature of the British Conquest 


With the annexation of the Punjab in 1849, the establishment 
and consolidation of the British empire in India was 
completed. The shadow of an alien rule engulfed the whole 
sub-continent. The British conquest was a long-drawn 
haphazard and piece-meal process. The conquest was not 
essentially military in nature. It had many aspects, many 
shades. The rulers of the East India Company exploited the 
mutual rivalries of the Indian princes. The internecine wars 
of the local rulers helped the English immensely. They skilfully 
played one Indian power against the other and got a foothold 
on the Indian soil. The subsidiary alliance of Lord Wellesley 
and the doctrine of lapse of Lord Dalhousie were responsible 
for making the East India Company as the paramount power 
in India. 

Broadly there are two views regarding the British conquest 
of India. The first theory was put forth by John Seeley who 
said: “Our acquisition of India was made blindly. Nothing 
great that has were been done by Englishman was done so 
unintentionally and so accidentally, as the conquest of India.” 
According to this view the primary purpose of the East 
India Company was to earn profits through trade and 
commerce. But the rulers of the East India Company found 
a political vacuum in India which they tried to fill. They 
increased their political power bit by bit without any precise 
plan. 

According to the second view the British had a definite 
plan to create an Empire in India. The British proclamations 
of peace and political neutrality was a cheap propaganda 
devise. 
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The reasons for the British success in India are not far to 
seek. The British were superior in arms and military strategy. 
They had an advantage of military discipline. The 
commanders of the Company did not have any hereditary 
connections. Some of the rulers of the Company like Clive, 
Warren Hastings, Wellesley and Dalhousie possessed rare 
qualities of leadership. It has been said that a “victory of an 
Indian leader was a victory for himself, victory for an English 
General was a victory for England.” An important reason 
for the British success was their superiority in economic 
resources. The English people were in the vanguard of material 
civilization. India was far behind Europe in this area. 


Consequences of the British Conquest 


The British conquest of India was different from the earlier 
conquests of the sub-continent. All the earlier conquerors 
of India—the Arabs, the Turks and the Mughals were greatly 
influenced by the Hindu culture. Most of these invaders 
settled in India and adopted India as their home. This did 
not happen in the case of the British. They did not settle 
in India. They plundered India and carried away the plunder. 
The British invasion was continuous and the plunder went 
right on with no intermission. The earlier conquerors of 
India left untouched the social and economic basis for Indian 
society. The British conquest knocked the bottom out of 
Indian social and economic base. It acted from outside and 
withdrew its tribute. 

Marx in a series of articles contributed to the New York 
Daily Tribune in 1853, made an analysis of the British impact 
in India. He referred to two roles of the British in India. One 
was the destructive role and the other was the regenerative 
role. The destructive role of the British was visible in the 
economic field. Britain used the most sophisticated methods 
to exploit India’s vast economic resources. Rural indebtedness, 
backward methods of cultivation and inadequate irrigation 
facilities resulted in the misery of the people. Famines occurred 
frequently claiming a heavy toll of life. The British merchants 
broke up the Indian handloom and destroyed the spinning 
wheel. 
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The constructive role of the British contact was felt in 
the fields of politics, law, administration, education, oriental 
studies, renaissance, art and literature. 

Political unification of India under one centralized 
government was the most important contribution of the 
British. Britain gave to India the blessings of peace. It 
introduced in India a parliamentary system of government 
and the ideal of a democratic set up. The British introduced 
the rule of law in their territories. The Code of Civil Procedure 
(1859), the Penal Code (1860) and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (1861) laid down the law in clear terms. The 
organisation of an Indian Civil Service was in contrast to 
the personal rule of the monarch as was the case in pre- 
British times. 

The British introduced the western system of education 
the rus education created a spirit of scientific inquiry, 
sceptionism, humanism and materialism. Ram Mohan Roy 
urged the government to spend its funds on instructing 
Indians in mathematics, natural philosophy, chemistry 
anatomy and other sciences. 

Some dedicated British scholars like William Jones, James 
Princep and Henrey Marser studied Sanskrit, philosophy 
and Indian culture and initiated a critical and systematic 
study of India history inits varied aspects. The role of Asiatic 
Society of Bengal was very important in this respect. Indian 
renaissance and the various socio-religious reform movements 
of the nineteenth century India were a direct result of the 
Western impact. The modern Indian languages and literatures 
have been greatly influenced by western models. 


Reform Movements 


The nineteenth Century saw the beginning of national 
renaissance. In the religious sphere, the spirit of renaissance 
expressed itself in a number of reform movements in almost 
all the major communities in India like Hindus, Muslims, 
Sikhs and Parsees. Some of these movements like the Brahmo 
Samaj” were modern and rational in outlook. They welcomed 
the impact of western education and culture. The other 
movements like the Arya Samaj,! Ramakrishna Mission™ 
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and Theosophy” were mainly revivalist in character. But all 
these movements helped to create a new national spirit by 
revealing the past glories of India. 

Muslim reform movements like the Wahabi movement,” 
the Aligarh movement” and the Deoband movement also 
arose in the same period. 

The nationalist and the progressive ideas of the nineteenth 
Century also influenced the Sikh and the Parsi communities. 
The Sikh Sabha movement among the Sikhs and the Religious 
Reform Association among the Parsis gave the much needed 
confidence to their followers. 
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es East India Company laid the foundation of the British 
empire in India by defeating Siraj-ud-Daula the Nawab 
of Bengal in the Battle of Plassey in 1757. 

The people by and large were indifferent of this 
momentous event destined to change the course of Indian 
history. Those was no feeling of patriotism either among 
the people or among the rulers.’ The administration of the 
Nawab was thoroughly corrupt, the rulers being concerned 
only with promoting self interests.’ 

The military strength of Siraj-ud-daulah was for superior 
to that of his adversary.’ He lost the battle because his own 
trusted generals and big business houses including the rich 
banker Jagat Seth were won over to the English side. Even 
his Commander-in-Chief Mir Jafar deserted him.? 

Still, there were reactions against the establishment of 
the British rule in Bengal as well as other parts of India like 

Mysore, Travancore and Maharashtra. Shah Alam II, the 
- fugitive Mughal emperor (1728-1806) conducted three 
expeditions against the English but was defeated each time. 
The two Nawabs of Bengal Mir Jafar and Mir Kasim were 
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puppets of the Company but were keen to throw of the 
yoke of the British. Mir Jafar had entered into secret 
negotiations with the Dutch to put a stop to the power of 
the English in Bengal. But was unsuccessful in his endeavour 
and was defeated by the English in 1860. 

Mir Kasim, the successor of Mir Jafar on the throne of 
Bengal also came into conflict with the English. Mir Kasim 
tried to re-organize his army on the English model. He sought 
the help of the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam and the Nawab 
of Avadh but his forces were successively defeated. He became 
a homeless wanderer and died in obscurity. Mir Jafar was 
again put on the throne. He gave important concessions to 
the Company which ruined the trade and industry of Bengal. 
Following the death of Mir Jafar in 1865, his son Najim-ud- 
daulah entered into a treaty with the English through which 
the entire military defence of the country was passed into 
the hands of the Company. 


The Revolt of The Bengal Zamindars 


The Bengal Zamindars, particularly the Raja of Birbhum 
and the Raja of Burdwan rose against the British in 1760. 
The Marathas also helped there Zamindars. However, the 
Zamidars were defeated by the combined forces of the East 
India Company and Mir Kasim. 


Maharaja Nanda Kumar 


Nanda Kumar was a Bengali Brahman holding the post of 
Faujdar of Hughli in 1757. After Plassey he rose in the 
favour of Nawab Mir Jafar. In 1764 the East India Company 
appointed him as collector of Burdwan to March 1775. Nand 
Kumar levelled serious charges against the Governor-General 
Warren Hastings. Soon afterwards Nand Kumar was 
prosecuted on the charges of conspiracy and forgery. He 
was found guilty and hanged on 5 August 1775. 

Nand Kumar had assisted Nawab Mir Jafar in carrying 
on correspondence between the Mughal Emperor Shah alam 
and the Governor of Pondicherry in 1962. He was also 
convicted of carrying on a treacherous correspondence with 
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the Burdwan and other rebellious zamindars against Mir 
Kasim. Nand Kumar may not be called martyr but he certainly 
tried to forge some plans to drive away the English from 
Bengal. He was tried and sentenced to death because the 
Governor-General Warren Hastings had found him too 
inconvenient.° 


Dhoondia Bagh 


Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan were uncompromising opponents 
of the growth of the British power in India. Their sturdy 
love of independence distinguishes them from other 
contemporary ruling families. The conquest of Mysore by 
the British led to a violent reaction against the British under 
the leadership of Dhoondia Bagh who had been a military 
officer under Tipu. After Tipu’s death Dhoondia put himself 
at the head of a body of soldiers and secured a number of 
forts in Bednore district. Dhoondia tried to organize a political 
confederacy against the British. An army under Arthur 
Wellesly was sent against him. Dhoondia fell fighting to the 
last.in 1800. 


Velu Tampi 


Travancore had become a tributary subordinate state of the 
East India Company by the end of the eighteenth century. 
Col. Macaulay was the British resident in 1808. He gave 
provocation to Velu Tampi, the Dewan of Travancore. The 
Dewan entered into secret negotiations with the Raja of 
Cochin and the French authorities to expel the English. 
Open hostilities started with an attack upon the President’s 
house at midnight on 28 December, 1808 AD. The British 
_ army advanced from three different directions. Tampi did 
not receive help from any quarter. Even his own master 
abandoned him. He fled towards the mountains and put an 
end to his life. 


Trimbakji Danglia 


When the British laid the foundation of their rule in India, 
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the Marathas were the greatest political power in the country. 
They fought with the English but were defeated and 
acknowledged the authority of the alien rulers by 1805. 

The Peshwa Baji Rao II owed his throne to the British 
help. But he sought to free himself from the yoke of the 
British through his minister Trimbakji Danglia. 

Trimbakji was charged with the murder of Gangadhar 
Shastri, the agent of the Gaekwar at Poona. The British 
Resident at Poona insisted that Trimbakji must be immediately 
arrested. After protracted negotiations, Peshwa handed over 
Trimbakji to the Resident who imprisoned in in the fort of 
Tannah. Trimbakji escaped from the fort. The popular 
sentiment was in his favour and looked upon him as the 
leader of the freedom movement in the Deccan. The escape 
of Trimbakji led to the third Anglo-Maratha war in which 
the Peshwa Baji Rao II was defeated. He gave up his claim 
to sovereign authority over the Maratha confederacy and 
was escorted to Bithur, near Kanpur on a pension of Rs. 8 
Lakhs annually. He died in 1851.° 


All India Confederacies 


During the last years of the eighteenth country sometime 
in 1778-79 Hyder Ali of Mysore, all the Maratha Chiefs and 
the Nizam organised a confederacy to drive out the British. 
Warren Hastings ensured its failure by drawing away the 
Nizam from this alliance. 

About AD 1795 there was an understanding between 
Zaman Shah of Kabul, Tipu Sultan, Sindhia, Asaf Ud-Daulah, 
Nawab of Avadh, a refugee prince from Delhi, and Ghulam 
Muhammad, the defeated Ruhela Chief. 


Chait Singh 


Chait Singh was the Raja of Benares. He was formerly a 
feudatory of the Nawab of Avadh but had later transferred 
his allegiance to the Company. He agreed to pay to the 
Company an annual tribute of Rs. 23 Lakhs. In return the 
Company agreed that he would enjoy full internal autonomy. 
In 1778 Warren Hastings demanded a special contribution 
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of Rs. 5 Lakhs from Chait Singh. Chait Singh paid this 
amount. But the demand was repeated. in 1779 and 1780. 
The Raja was not in a position to meet these demands. 
Hastings invaded Benares and arrested the Raja. The Raja 
somehow escaped and sought refuge with the Sindhia at 
Gwalior. He stayed there tiil his death in 1810. 

The arrest and escape of Chait Singh caused widespread 
riots. Its was thought that the rebellion of Chait Singh was 
a part of a longer and more extensive plan to drive away 
the British. 


Wazir Ali 


Wazir Ali ascended the throne of Avadh on the death of his 
father Asaf-ud-Daulah. He was a young man of eighteen, 
His uncle Saadat Ali challenged the legitimacy of his claim 
to the throne in ground of spuriousness of his birth. The 
Governor-General Sir John Shore personally conducted an 
inquiry and supported his accession. Later on Sir John Shore 
Changed his attitude and he considered Wazir Ali a 
determined enemy of the English. Saadat Ali accepted all 
the terms of the Company and Wazir ali was deposed. He 
was allowed to live near Benares. Suddenly the British 
Government decided to remove Wazir Ali to Calcutta in 
1799. It was feared that Wazir Ali was in league with some 
Indian powers to expel the British. He had even sent_a 
representative to Zaman Shah, the ruler of Afghanistan to 
attack India and help the Indian powers to drive out the 
British. On 14th January, 1799 Wazir Ali killed the British 
Resident at Benares. The event was followed by a general 
uprising Wazir Ali himself fled. R.C. Majumdar concludes: 
“Looking back on the whole conspiracy it is evident that 
the rising of Wazir Ali, which lasted for a full year, 1799- 
1800, was a revolt of a very widespread nature. The fortunes 
of Wazir Ali alone were not at stake. It was one of the first 
spontaneous outbreaks of a large section of the Indian people 
against the newly established and gradually expanding British 
ree! :’ 
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Vellore Mutiny 


The mutiny was caused by an affront to the religion of the 
sepoys in 1806. The new regulations introduced in the Madras 
Army forbade the man to wear the marks of caste upon 
their foreheads. They were ordered to shave off their beards. 
They were compelled to exchange their old turans for new 
ones with leather cockades. The exiled family of Tipu Sultan 
backed them. The mutiny threatened to assume serious 
proportions but was crushed in time. 


Barrackpur Mutiny (1824) 


Barrackpur was a Cantonment area where some regiments 
of the company’s troops were stationed. In 1824 a force of 
Indian army was to be sent to Burma to fight the first 
Anglo-Burmese war (1824-26). The sepoys were required to 
provide themselves with the land transport. It was extremely 
difficult to secure. The British officers did not attend to 
their grievance. The Hindu sepoys dreaded a sea voyage. 
They believed that the sea voyage would lead to the loss 
of their caste. The 47th Native Infantry refused to obey 
orders. A battery of European artillery opened fire on the 
sepoys. Many persons were killed. This left bitter memories 
in the minds of the Indian soldiers of the East India Company. 


Disturbances in Assam (1825) 


On the morning of 14 October, the Indian soldiers refused 
to march on the protest of bad climate. The ring leaders 
were court martialled and sentenced to death. The other 
sepoys were paid and discharged. 


Sholapur Disturbances (1838) 


On 24 November, 1838 occurred a sepoy mutiny at Sholapur, 
on account of the non-payment of additional allowance. 
The ring leaders were discharged after suffering imprisonment 
for two years. | 
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Mutiny at Hyderabad and Secundarabad (1842) 


The non-payment of additional allowance led to the mutiny 
of sepoys at Secundarabad, Hyderabad, Malligaum and Kotah 
in 1842 some of the regiments were disbanded and the rest 
were pardoned. | 


Disturbances Due to Breach of Faith (1844) 


There were disturbances caused by the breach of frith on 
part of the commanding officers. During the first Afghan 
War General Pollock had paid his troops special allowance 
when they crossed the Indus (1838-42). The sepoys treated 
it as a precedent. When in 1843 they crossed the Indus to 
serve in the Sind they were not given additional allowance 
on the plea that Sind was now an integral part of India. 
This was resented by the sepoys of the 64th Regiment and 
some other Regiments. Some of the ring leaders were arrested 
and even executed. 


Army of Occupation in Punjab (1849-50) 


There was mutinous spirit in the Company’s army of 
occupation in Punjab. Ninety-five sepoys were sentenced to 
various terms of imprisonment. The whole regiment was 
disbanded. Charles Napier, the Commander-in-Chief to the 
British forces sympathised with the mutineers and had to 
resign in disgust. 


Malabar Revolt 

Malabar passed into the British hands by the treaties with 
Tipu Sultan in 1792. The Rajas of Malabar defied the British. 

_ They were in a state of hostility for some years. A number 

of fights took place between the rulers of Malabar and the 

troops of the East India Company. 


Insurrections in Assam 


There were a number of insurrections in Assam in 1830, 
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1835, 1839 and 1849. The Sadiya insurrection of 1839 had 
assumed a formidable proportion. The Nagas had revolted 
in 1849. 


Insurrections in Bundelkhand 


The British acquired Bundelkhand as a result of the Second 
Maratha War (1803-05). More than hundred chieftains of the 
area defied the new Governments. Lakshman Das, the 
Chieftain of Ajaygarh preferred death to disgrace and 
dishonour. A military adventurer Gopal Singh scoured the 
country for a number of years. 


Insurrection in Saharanpur 


Saharanpur passed into the hands of the British in 1803. 
The Gujars of the area rose in revolt in 1813. In 1842 Bijai 
Singh the Talukdar of Kanja, near Roorki revolted. The revolt 
was suppressed. 


Rebellions in South India 


Series of rebellions broke out in different parts of south 
India, Tinevelly, Bellary, Cuddapah, Kurnool, N. Konkan, 
Kolhapur, Bijaipur and Vizianagar.® 


Insurrection in Kathiawar 


Baji Rao II fomented among the chiefs of Kathiawar a spirit 
of hostility against the British. Rao Bhaeral II raised Arab 
troops to drive out the British from Kathiawar. 


Outbreak in Bareilly 


There were a number of outbreaks in Rohilkhand under the 
leadership of Mufti Mohammad Aiwarz during the early 
years of the nineteenth century. The surrounding districts 
of Bareilly, Pilibhit, Shahjahanpur and Raipur participated 
in the general uprising against the British. More than three 
hundred of rebels were killed. 
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Troubles in Aligarh 


Dayaram was the leader of the uprising in the district of 
Aligarh. His fort was considered to be a second Bharatpur. 
He rose in rebellion in 1817 but was put down. 


Revolt in Orrisa 


Local revolts broke out at Khurda, and Puri in 1817. 
Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mahapatra was the local leader of 
Khurda. 


Revolt in Khandesh 


The cultivators of Sarda Trandole and Chopda in Khandesh 
revolted in 1852. The rebels set up their our government. 


The Sanyasi Rebellion 


The Sanyasi rebellion was a formidable rebellion, the English 
had to face from the beginning of their rule in Bengal. The 
Hindus Sanyasis and Muslim Fakirs both participated in 
the rebellion. They received support from the landlords and 
disbanded soldiers. Their activities increased after the famine 
of 1773. There were encounters between the Sanyasis and 
British forces all over Western Bengal and Bihar. 


The Fariadi Movement 


The Fariadi movement was founded by Shariatulla. Intially 
it was a revivalist Muslim religious movement but soon 
developed political overtones. Dudhu Mian, the son of 
Shariatulla became a terror to the Zamindars and indigo 
planters. 


The Tribal Insurrections 


The tribes scattered in different parts of the country such 
as Kols, the Bhunjis, the Khasis, the Khonds, the Bhils, the 
Mers, the Jats, the Kolis, and the Santals revolted from time 
to time. 
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1857: The First War of Independence 


The discontent blowing in different parts of India and in 
varied forms for a century burst in 1857. The outbreak of 
1857 had deep rooted causes—political, administrative, 
economic, social, and military. The first shot of the 1857 
rebellion was fired by Mangal Pande, a resident of Faizabad 
(U.P.) and enrolled in the 34th Native Infantry stationed at 
Barrackpore near Calcutta. On 29 March, 1857 Mangal Pande 
wounded the adjutant. He was arrested and executed on 8 
Aprikt857 : 

In Meerut the Sepoys broke out in open rebellion on 
10th May. 1857. They shot their officers and released their 
fellow sepoys from prison. They headed towards Delhi and 
seized it on 12 May, 1857. They proclaimed Bahadur Shah 
II as their leader and the Emperor of India. 

Very soon the revolt spread throughout Northern and 
Central India at Lucknow, Allahabad, Kanpur, Bareilly, 
Benares, in parts of Bihar, Jhansi and other places. During 
this rebellion, the Indian rulers remained loyal to the British. 

The major centres of the rebellion were Delhi, Kanpur, 
Jhansi, and Lucknow. 

Although. the sepoys had proclaimed the last Mughal 
Emperor Bahadur Shah as their Emperor, the Emperor did 
not possess the capacity to lead them. He and his favourite 
queen Zinat Mahal carried on secret negotiations with the 
English. The conduct of the sepoys at Delhi was horrible. 
The citizens of Delhi looked upon the sepoys as an invading 
army. Jiwanlal Munshi in his diary has given a vivid account 
of Delhi under siege.” 

There were a number of battles, between the sepoys and 
the British forces. The sepoys fought the British forces in the 
banks of the river Hindon, at Badli Ki Sarai, and finally on 
the Ridge. The British forces made a full scale attack on 
Delhi on 14th September and on 20 September the city fell 
to them. Bahadur Shah surrendered and after a trial was 
exiled to Rangoon with his queen Zinat Mahal. Bahadur 
Shah died there on 7 November, 1862." 

The mutiny brokeout at Kanpur on 5 June, 1957 under 
the standard of Nana Dhondu Pant Peshwa, the adopted 
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son of Peshwa Baji Rao II. Nana had succeeded to Peshwaship 
in 1851 but a pension of Rs. 8 Lakhs per annum enjoyed by 
his predecessor was denied to him. Some Europeans were 
murdered at Kanpur. 

Nana Sahib was assisted by his loyal lieutenant Tantia 
Tope. Sir Colin Campbell occupied Kanpur on December 6, 
1857. Tantia Tope escaped and joined the Rani of Jhansi. 

Nana joined the forces of Avadh under Begum Hajrat 
Mahal. Together they fought several battles in Rohilkhand 
and Shahjahanpur. At the end of 1858 escaped to Nepal. It 
is reported that he died there in October 1859."% 

Lakshmi Bai, the Rani of Jhansi deeply resented the 
annexation of Jhansi in 1853 by the application of the doctrine 
of lapse by Lord Dalhousie. She joined the rebellion of 1857 
and defended Jhansi against the English army. When Jhansi 
was stormed, she left Jhansi and fought at Kalpi. When 
even Kalpi fell, the Rani with the help of Tantia Tope captured 
Gwalior. She was killed in a battle on 17 June, 1858. She has 
been hailed as the best and the bravest military leader of 
the rebellion.” 

The rebellion brokeout in Lucknow on 4 June, 1857. Begum 
Huzrat Mahal, the queen of the exiled Nawab Wazid Ali 
Shah emerged as the rallying point of the rebels. The British 
Resident, some Europeans and a few hundred loyal sepoys 
took shelter in the Residency. The Residency was besieged 
by the rebels and the Resident lost his life in the bright. The 
British forces recaptured Lucknow in March 1858. Begum 
Hazrat Mahal continued her guerilla warfare for sometime 
and finally crossed into Nepal. 

In addition to the important centres of the 1857 rebellion 
as mentioned above, Khan Bahadur Khan at Bareilly and 
Babu Kunwar Singh at Jagdishpur in Bihar raised the banner 
of revolt. By December 1858 the rebellion was crushed and 
the English authority re-established in India. 

The rebellion of 1857 was a failure. It was crushed in a 
ruthless and vindicative manner.” 

The 1857 rebellion and the ruthlessness with which it 
was put down produced a lot of racial bitterness. The British 
and the Anglo-Indian minority began to live in separate 
cantonments and civil lines. The white rulers adopted a policy 
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of blood and iron. The British carried on the tradition of 
Nadir Shah. For slight offences terrible punishments were 
meted out to the Indians. The Indians were excluded from 
key positions in the Government. The Indian army was 
reorganised. The number of British troops was considerably 
raised. A distinction was made between martial and non- 
martial races of India and the soldiers belonging to different 
communities and castes were segregated. There arose 
regiments bearing caste designations such as Rajput Riffles, 
Sikh Regiment, Jat Battalian. After the rebellion, the Muslims 
became the special targets of the British wrath because they 
had fought side by with the Hindus. 

The 1857 revolt had far reaching constitutional 
implications. By the Act of 1858, the rule of the East India 
Company was ended and the administration of the country 
passed directly under the crown. In the proclamation of 1 
November 1858 Queen Victoria announced that the British 
Government did have any desire to extend its territorial 
possessions. The proclamation contained an assurance that 
the Indians would be admitted to high offices through annual 
competitive examinations to be held in London. The Indian 
Council Act of 1861, aimed at enabling the Governor General 
to associate Indians with the work of law making. 


The Seed Time of Freedom Movement 


The period between 1876 and 1884 has been called the seed 
time of Indian Nationalism. It was the period of Lord Lytton 
(1876-1880) and Lord Ripon (1880-1884).'° Lord Lytton was 
an imperialist of the Disraeli’ school. Lytton organised the 
Delhi Darbar in 1877 on a gigantic scale at a time when 
South India was suffering from a severe famine.'® Lytton 
was compared to Nero who was fiddiling while Rome was 
burning.” 

The suffering of the people were accentuated by the 
senseless military adventures of Lytton. He invaded Kabul 
and fought the second Afghan War” resulting in a steep rise 
in military expenditure. He increased the strength of the 
army to ward off an imaginary danger of Russian invasion.” 
This caused hardship to the people. 
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Lord Lytton’s regime has been marked by the 
promulgation of Arms Act of 1878. Under this Act, Indians 
were debarred from keeping arms without license. The 
prohibition did not apply to Europeanss and Anglo-Indians. 
This discrimination imposed on Indians a badge of racial 
inferiority. 

Another reactionary measure adopted during the 
administration of Lord Lytton was the Vernacular Press Act 
of 1878. The press in India had developed rapidly after 1857. 
The Vernacular press criticised the repressive policies of the 
Government. It helped in the development of national 
consciousness. Lytton passed the Vernacular Press Act to 
crush the voice of dissent. 

The Act was considered a retrograde and ill-conceived 
measure. The enactment of the Act caused a storm of protest. 
There was a countrywide agitation and the Government was 
forced to repeal it in 1882. 

Lytton antagonised Indian opinion by removing the import 
duty on cotton manufactures. The first cotton textile mill 
was set up in India in 1851. The textile industry was making 
slow progress. This was not liked by the manufacturers of 
Manchester and Lancashire. They put pressure on the British 
Government to remove cotton import duty of 5 per cent. 
Lytton removed the import duty causing hardship to the 
Indian manufacturers. | 

Lytton reduced the age limit for entrants into the Indian 
Civil Service from 21 to 19 years. It was a deliberate attempt 
to blast the prospects of Indian candidates for the I.C.S. 
Surenderanath Banerjee undertook an all India tour to arouse 
public opinion and ghee ol in getting the old age limit 
restored. 

The national awakening received a strong stimulus from 
the Ilbert Bill controversy during the administration of Lord 
Ripon. The Ibert Bill authorised all District Magistrates and 
Sessions Judges to deal with cases against European offenders. 
The Europeans opposed the measure tooth and nail both in 
India and England. 

Ripon bowed before the storm of agitation and the bill 
was amended in such a way that it surrendered the very 
principle for which it was introduced. The. Ilbert Bill 
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controversy disillusioned Ripon and he resigned before the 
term of his viceroyalty was over. 


Birth of Freedom Movement 


The Indian freedom movement took a definite shape in the 
form of the India National Congress set up in 1885. It was 
the result of many factors. 

The British rule in India was essentially a reactionary 
phenomenon. Still, it encouraged the growth of freedom 
movement by giving India a political unity. The idea of a 
united and free India was the natural result of political unity. 
The development of modern communications provided a 
fillip to the emergence of an all India outlook. It led to a 
common struggle for national liberty. English education and 
western culture gave ideological strength to the new feeling 
nationalism. Educated Indians imbibed a love for individual 
freedom and national independence from the writings of 
western philosophers. They were also influenced by the 19th 
century national movements in Europe. The now leadership 
stood in the vanguard of freedom struggle. 

The growth of Indian process and the rise of modern 
Indian literatures made a valuable contribution to the 
emergence of national feeling. The various social and religious 
reform movements in the late nineteenth century were an 
impression of the rising national consciousness in India. 

The reformers awakened the spirit of self-criticism. They 
reminded the people of their past glory and noble heritage. 

Economic factors also played a vital role in the growth 
of national movement the decay of ancient Indian handicrafts, 
the degeneration of Indian agriculture and the consequent 
impoverishment of the Indian masses generated deep unrest. 

The arrogant attitude of the white races created a chasm 
between the rulers and the ruled. The crude methods of 
bureaucratic oppression were also responsible to fan the 
fire of nationalism. 

The nationalist movement found powerful support from 
the rising Indian bourgeoisie. The British discouraged the 
growth of modern industries in India. The nationalist leaders 
stood for the industrialization of India. 
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Political Associations 


The growth of nationalism and political ideas found concrete 
expression in the establishment of a number of organisations 
in different parts of India and also in England. These 
organizations aimed to arouse political consciousness and 
focus attention on public importance. Chronologically these 
organizations were Landholders’ Society in Bengal (1838),” 
British India Society in England (1839)”, Bengal British Indian 
Society in Bengal (1843), British Indian Association in Bengal 
(1851)”, Bombay Association in (1852)”°, The London Indian 
Society in London (1865)”, National Indian Association in 
London (1867), Poona Sarvajanik Sabha in Poona (1870)”’, 
East Indian Association in London (1871), Indian Association 
in Calcutta (1876)*', National Conference in Calcutta (1883)°?, 
Mahajan Sabha in Madras (1884)**, Deccan Education Society 
in Poona (1884)** Bombay Presidency Association in Bombay 
(1885)*, and The Deccan Sabha in Poona (1896)°°. 


The Foundation of the Indian National Congress 


The foundation of the Indian National Congress was the 
culmination of the political activity going on in India during 
the post Mutiny days. The Congress changed the course of 
Indian politics. It played a dominant role in freedom struggle. 
There were other forces also at work but the Congress 
remained the pivot round which the epic story of freedom 
struggle revolved about many decades. 

The initiative for the establishment of the Congress came 
from Allan Octavian Hume, a retired Govenrment official.°” 
The pre-Congress organizations were like tributaries. The 
Congress gattern them as a mighty stream. 

Hume in his official career was alarmed by the deepening 
discontent in India. He was haunted by the fear that a serious 
revolt might break out*®*. He addressed a soul-stirring letter 
to the Graduates of Calcutta University calling for fifty self- 
less workers prepared to “act upon the eternal truth that 
self-sacrifice and unselfishness are the only unfailing guides 
to freedom and happiness”. Hume discussed his plan of 
forming an All India political organization with Lord Dufferin 
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who widened its scope. He suggested that the proposed 
organisation should perform the features of responsible 
opposition. Hume adjusted his scheme in the light of the 
viceroy’s advice and proceeded to England to discuss it with 
some friends of India including John Bright.*! 

The first session of the Congress was to be held at Poona 
from 25th to the 31st December, 1885. The venue was changed 
on account of the outbreak of cholera at Poona. The Congress 
actually met at Bombay on 28 December, 1885 under the 
presidentship of W.C. Bennerji.” 

There have been many theories about the genesis of the 
Congress. One of the theories is that the Congress was 
designed to save the British empire. 

The theory has been supported by people like Lala Lajpat 
Rai and Sir William Wedderburn. Even Hume subscribed to 
this view.** But the Congress was not created by reactionaries 
with the role of aim of resting the tide of Indian nationalism. 
Hume was not a henchman of British imperialists. He was 
a liberal politician and his association with the inception 
and early growth of the Congress saved the organization 
from bureaucratic suppression.* 
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and Madras. It exercised some influence in the British 
Parliament. It condinued its existence till 1884. 

Indian Association was founded in Calcutta in 1876 through 
the efforts of Surendra Nath Banerjee and Ananda Mohan 
Bose. It aimed to represent the people and promote their 
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Gangadhar Tilak, Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, V.S. Apte, and 
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was that of M.G. Ranade. The aim of the Society was to 
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31 January, 1885. It was founded by Pherozeshah Mehta, 
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Association showed considerable acitivity in the beginning 
and focussed the general feeling of the community on all 
matters of public importance. 

The Deccan Sabha in Poona was started by the followers 
of M.G. Ranade. 

Allan Octavian Hume (1829-1912) is known as the father 
and founder of the Indian National Congress. He served 
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in India as a member of the Bengal Civil Service in 1849. 


~ He was magistrate at Etawah (1849-67) in U.P. during the 


rebellion of 1857. He retired from service in 1882. 

From well-wishers in different parts of the country he received 
warnings of the danger to the Government, and to the 
future welfare of India, from the exclusive sufferings of the 
masses, and the alienation of the intillectual”, W. 
Weddeubrun, Allan Octavian Hume, p. 50. 

On 1 March 1883 Hume addressed a circular letter to the 
graduate of Calcutta University. He called them the salt of 
the land. Hume exhorted the graduates to scorn personnel 
case and make a resolute struggle to secure greater freedom 
for themselves and their our affairs. He set them a threefold 
object. 1. The fusion into one national whole of all the 
diverse forces that peopled the country; 2. The gradual 
regeneration along lines spiritual, moral, social and political 


” of the nation thus worked; and 3. The consolidation of the 


union between England and India by securing the 
modification of such of its gratitions as may be unjust or 
injurious. For details about the role of Hume in the formation 
of the Indian National Congress, see, William Wedderburn, 
Allan Octavian Hume, Father of the Indian National Congress, 
1829 to 1912, London, 1913; T.V. Parvate, Allan Octavian 
Hume in Makers of Modern India, Delhi, 1964. 

Dufferin (1826-1902) succeeded Lord Ripon in 1884 as the 
Governor-General and Viceroy of India and retired in 1888 
of his own accord. Before his retirements he assailed the 
Indian National Congress as Hume’s brainchild. He called 
it “an unrepresentative, misguided and disloyal body” which 
represented a microscopic minority and could not be treated 
to control the destiny of multitudes in the country. Alfred 
Lyall, Life of the Marquess of Dufferin and Ava, 2 vols., London, 
T3206 11! 

John Bright (1811-1889) was a British liberal politician. He 
was a campaigner for free trade, peace and social reform. 
He was a sympathiser to Indian political aspirations. 
W.C. Banerjee was an eminent lawyer and helped the 
Congress financially. He presided over the Congress-sessions 
in 1885 and 1892. He was moderate in politics and placed 
great faith in the British sense of justice. Sadhena Bannerjee, 
Life of W.C. Bannerjee: First President ie the Indian National 
Congress, Calcutta, 1944. 
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“A safety-valve for the escape of great and growing forces, 
generated by our own action, was urgently needed and no 
more efficacious safety valve than our Congress movement 
could possibly be devised.” Hume 

“If the founder of the Congress had not been a great 
Englishman and distinguished ex-official, such was the district 
of political agitation in those days that the authorities would 
have at once found some way or the other suppressing the 
movements.” Gopal Krishna Gokhale. 


THE EARLY PHASE 


The Congress as a Power 


Kee first session of the Indian National Congress held 
towards the end of 1885 was attended by 72 delegates. 
This number rose to 436 in the second session, to 607 in the 
third and to 1248 in the fourth. Within a few years of its 
inception, the Congress established itself as a national 
organization. It became a power in the land.! 


Phases of Freedom Struggle 

The history of the freedom struggle is by and large the 
history of the Indian National Congress. It can conveniently 
be divided into three phases. The first phase of the freedom 
struggle is the liberal phase. It covers the period of twenty 
years from 1885 to 1905. During this period the Congress 
professed its loyalty to the British Crown and appealed to 
the British sense of justice. The second stage of the freedom 
movement is dominated by the extremists or militants. The 
third phase is the Gandhian era of Indian politics. In addition 
to these three distinct phases of national movement mention 
must be made of the role of communalism in Indian politics 
which the Congress failed to resolve and ultimately led to 
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partition. A reference should also be made to the contribution 
of the revolutionaries and also to the sacrifices of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and his INA in the cause of Indian 
freedom. It is wrong to give the whole credit to the Congress 
or the Gandhian movements for achieving freedom, the 
contribution made by revolutionaries and Subhas Chandra 
Bose in freedom struggle has not been properly recognised 
and it is time that it is accorded the due importance it so 
richly deserves. 


Character of the Early Congress 


The Congress has claimed to be a national organization 
from the very beginning. During the second Round Table 
Conference Mahatma Gandhi underlined this point in a 
forceful manner. He said: “It is what it means National. It 
represents no particular community, no particular class, no 
particular interest. It claims to represent all Indian interests 
and all classes. It is a matter of the greatest pleasure to me 
to state that it was first conceived by an English brain. 
Allan Octovian Hume is known as the Father of the Congress. 
It was nursed by great Parsees, Phirozeshah Mehta and 
Dadabhai Naoroji whom Indians delighted to recognise as 
the grand old man. From the very commencement, the 
Congress has had Mussalmans, Christians, Anglo-Indians, 
I might say, all religions, sects, creeds represented upon it 
more or less fairly.” 

In its earliest phase the Congress was not a mass 
organisation. It spoke chiefly for the intelligentsia, educated 
Indians of the upper and upper middle classes and the 
commercial bourgeoise. The vast majority of delegates to 
the early Congress belonged to the profession of law, education 
and journalism. Another noteworthy feature of the early 
phase of the Congress is that it was not a revelutionary 
organization. It was dominated by moderate leaders. They 
were modest in their demands and had strong faith in British 
justice. They intended to achieve their aims through public 
meetings, defetations and propaganda. 
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The Work of the Early Congress 


The first session of the Indian National Congress was held 
at Bombay under the Presidentship of W.C. Banerjee. A.O. 
Hume served as the Secretary of the Congress. Some of the 
outstanding public figures like Dadabhai Naoroji, Pherozeshah 
Mehta, Dinshaw Eduljee Wacha, Kashinath Trimbak Telang, 
N.G. Chandravarkar, P. Anandacharlu, V. Virraghavachair 
and G. Subramania Aiyer attended the session. Some 
prominent officials like Mr. M.G. Ranade and William 
Wedderburn also attended the session. M.G. Ranade actually 
spoke at the session. In his presidential address W.C. Banerjee 
enumerated the basic objects of the organization as follows: 


1. The promotion of personal intimacy and friendship 
away all the more earnest workers in our country’s 
cause in the various parts of the Empire. 

2. Eradication of all possible race, creed on provincial 
prejudices and the follow development and 
consolidation of sentiments of national unity. 

3. Authoritative second of the matured opinions of the 
educated classes of India on some of the more 
important and pressing of the social questions of the 
day. 

4. The determination of the programme of work for 
the must twelve months.* 


The first session of the Congress passed nine resolutions. 
The resolution dealt with the following subjects. 


1. Appointment of a Royal Commission to enquire into 
the working of Indian administration. 

2. Abolition of the Indian Council of the Secretary of 
State. 

3. Creation of Legislative Councils in the North-West 
provinces, Avadh and the Punjab. 

4. Admission of elected numbers in the Legislative 
Councils with the right of asking questions and 
discussing Budgets. | 
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5. Creation of a Standing Committee in the House of 
Commons to consider formal protests from majorities 
in the Councils. 

6. Reduction of military expenditure and its equitable 
apportionment between India and England. 

7. Introduction of simultaneous Public Service 
Examinations in England and India and the raising 
of the age of condition. 


The second session of the Congress was held at Calcutta. 
Dadabhai Nauroji presided over the session. 

It was at this session that Surenderanath Banerjee and 
Pandit Mohan Malviya joined the Congress. The public was 
admitted as spectators of the proceedings. The second session 
passed resolutions demanding reform in legislatures and 
setting representative institutions in India. This demand was 
repeated in the succeeding Congress session and led to the 
enactment of the Indian Councils Act of 1892. The Congress 
at its second session also asked for the separation of the 
Judiciary from the Executive. 

The third session of the Congress was held at Madras 
under the presidentship of a Muslim leader Badruddin Tyabji. 
The Congress set up a committee of 34 members to draw up 
a constitution but it could not be drawn up for the next 
twenty years. The Congress passed resolutions asking among 
other things, for the establishment of military colleges. A 
delegate Eardley Norton refuted the charge that the Congress 
was a seditious body.’ 

The fourth session of the Indian National Congress was 
held at Allahabad in 1888 under the presidentship of George 
Yule. The Government authorities placed many obstacles in 
organizing the session’ Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan founded 
the Anglo-Muslim Defence Association and advised Indian 
Muslims to keep themselves away from the Congress. 

The fifth session was held at Bombay and was presided 
over by Sir William Wedderburn. Charles Bradlaugh, a 
member of the British House of Commons and a champion _ 
of Indian cause in U.K. attended the session. Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale joined the Congress this year. One of the resolutions 
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passed at this session related to effect reforms in the land 
revenue policy of the Government. 

During the next few years the Congress agitated for the 
improvement in the condition of Indians overseas, freedom 
of press relief of agricultural indebtedness, repeal of repressive 
measures like the Sedition Act of 1898 and the Official Secrets 
Act of 1904. There was not a single question of public 
importance which did not engage the attention of the Congress 
during its early phase.’ 


The Liberal Philosophy 


The liberal nationalists sprang mostly from the upper strata 
of society. They were deeply influenced by western education 
and culture. They were keen admirers of the British rule in 
India. They credited Britain for achieving political unification 
in India. They felt that the growth of political consciousness 
in India was the result of their connection with Britain and 
its democratic institutions. English language was the vehicle 
of the new ideas. 

The liberal nationalists had a feeling of gratitude towards 
the British Government. They were loyal to the backbone.° 
The Government also showed favours to them. Many of 
them were nominated to the legislative councils, received 
knighthood and other titles. The liberal Congressmen had 
complete faith in the British sense of justice. They believed 
that the British public would welcome the development of 
democratic institutions in India.’ 

The liberal nationalists declared self government as their 
political aim. Their self government did not mean complete 
freedom. They were not even thinking of the Dominion Status. 
What they really aspired for was the representative institutions 
for India. They wanted to achieve this object gradually. They 
pleaded that Indians should be given greater scope for entering 
the public services. In the socio-economic fields the liberal 
nationalists stood for the repeal of cotton excise duties, 
reduction of the Salt Tax, reorganization of educational system, 
relief of agricultural indebtedness and the restoration of the 
village industries.® 
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could bring them into clash with the government. They 
thought that it was enough if they could draw the attention 
to their legitimate demands through debates, demonstrations 
and petitions. The Congress had established a British 
committee in 1889. In 1903 William Wedderburn formed an 
Indian Parliamentary Committee to mobilize opinion in the 
House of commons in India’s favour. The methods of early 
nationalists have been described as political mendicancy. 

The early leaders were mistaken in believing that the 
interests of India and Britain were essentially united. They 
failed to appreciate the true nature of the British imperialism. 
But their work was not without some positive aspects. They 
gave political education to the people. The Indian Councils 
Act of 1892 was an outcome of their efforts. 

The Congress was founded with the approval of the 
British authorities including the Viceroy Lord Dufferin. But 
the government soon found the demands of the Congress 
irksome. Consequently they used to hamper its progress. 

Some of the early Indian patriots who saved the cause 
of Indian nationalism during its infancy were Surendranath 
Banerjee, Dadabhai Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, W.C. 
Banerjee, E.D. Wacha, Pherozeshah Mehta, M.G. Ranade and 
Badruddin Tyabji. 


References 


1. Lord George Hamilton, the Secretary of State for India was 
anxious to curb the influence of the Congress. On Ist May. 
1899, he wrote to Lord Curzon suggesting there means to 
counteract Congress activities: 

1. To ascertain who amongst princes and noblemen 
subscribed to Congress fund and to let them know that 
the Government were aware of the fact. 

2. To prefer for honours and distinctions those who were 
not Congressmen. 

3. To exercise a greater control over education, its 
organization and textbooks.” 

Quoted by R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement 

in India, Vol. I, Calcutta, 1962, p. 413. 
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Ibid: 399. 

He said: “If it be sedition, gentlemen, to rebel against all 
wrong, if it be sedition to insist that the people should 
have a fair share in the administration of their our country 
and affairs, if it be sedition te resist class tyranny, to raise 
my voice against injustice to uphold the liberties of the 
individual, to vindicate our common right to gradual but 
over advancing reform if this be sedition, I am right glad 
to be called a seditionist. Quoted by C.Y. Chintamani, Indian 
Politics since the Mutiny, p. 43. 

The official opposition was specially noticeable when the 
Congress held its fourth session at Allahabad.... It was 
found difficult to procure a site for the meeting of the 
Congress on account of the obstacles put by both civil and 
military authorities. Sir Syed Ahmad, aided by a loyal 
Hindu Zamindar, set up a rival organization, and the officials 
not only helped it but held out the threat that anybody 
joining the Congress would come to grief. R.C. Majumdar, 
op. cit., 404. 

“The Indian National Congress guarded the interests of 
India like a vigilant watch-dog and never failed to second 
its emphatic protest against any measure likely to affect 
them adversely.” Ibid., p. 409. 

“Let us speak out like men and proclaim that we are loyal 
to the backbone”, Dadabhai Naoroji. | 
“We have great confidence in the justice and generosity of 
the English people. We have abiding faith in the liberty 
loving instincts of the greatest representative assembly in 
the world, the British House of Commons, the Mother of 
Parliaments....Wherever the English have raised their flag 
and have formed their Governments, they have formed 
them upon the representative model.” 

For the economic thinking of the early nationalists like 
Dadabhai Naoroji, Mahadev Gobind Ranade, Dinshaw Edulji 
Wacha, Romesh Chandra Dutt, and Gopal Krishna Gokhale 
see G.R. Madan, Economic Thinking in India, New Delhi, 
Second edition, 1981, pp. 29-71. The author has summarized 
the main contents of the liberal economic thinkers at pp. 
392-394. 
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NATION &ALISM 


A New Trend 


ps close of the nineteenth and the dawn of the twentieth 
century marked a new development in Indian politics. 
It took the form of ‘extremism’ or ‘militant nationalism.’ It 
mainly arose in Maharashtra, Bengal and Punjab. The 
outstanding leaders of this trend were Bal Gangadhar Tilak’ 
in Maharashtra. Bipin Chandra Pal’ and Aurobindo Ghosh* 
in Bengal and Lala Lajpat Rai* in Punjab. 

There were a number of factors responsible for the growth 
of extremism. 

Bureaucratic misrule, natural calamities like famines and 
plague, the economic discontent of the intelligentsia and 
the spirit of religious revivalism stirred deep anti-British 
feelings among the Indian public. 

The retrograde measures of Lord Curzon made matters 
worse. Curzon was a bureaucratic who regarded efficiency 
as synonymous with official control. He suppressed the 
institutions of local self government. He was instrumental 
in enacting the Calcutta Corporation Act, 1899 which reduced 
the total number of members from 75 to 50. His aim was to 
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create a European majority in the Corporation. The measure 
caused a deep stir. 

The Indian Universities Act, 1904 was also a retrograde 
measure which took away much of the autonomy of the 
Universities. The educated Indians felt that the Viceroy meant 
to deal a blow at the University system. 

Curzon’s frontier policy his military expeditions to Tibet 
and the Persian Gulf were also resented by Indians. The 
Official Secrets Act, 1904 widened the powers of the 
government to stable popular opposition. Curzon’s arrogance 
and anti-Indian attitude raised a storm of indignation. He 
held that the ideal of truth thought was largely a Western 
conception. In the East craftiness and diplomacy had always 
been held in high repute. He declared that there was no 
such thing as an Indian nation. Curzon was hostile to the 
Congress and hoped that it would meet an early death. 

The partition of Bengal in 1905 was the crowning folly 
of Curzon’s rule. Curzon effected the partition of Bengal on 
the plea that the province was too large to be administered 
by a Lieutenant Governor. It led to the neglect of the districts 
in Eastern Bengal where the Muslims predominated. Bengal 
was partitioned into two provinces—Eastern Bengal and 
Assam and Old Bengal. Fifteen districts of North and Eastern 
Bengal were amalgamated with Assam and a new province 
called Eastern Bengal and Assam was created. The old Bengal, 
along with Bihar and Orissa continued to be one 
administrative unit. The measure was resented not only in 
Bengal but throughout the country.’ People felt it was an 
attempt to partition a nation. The partition was effected on 
17 October 1905. The lay was observed as a day of mourning 
and unity. The Government tried to win over the Muslims 
by promising them special too favour in the new province. 
They also tried to crush the popular demonstrations. But 
the Bengalis could not be reconciled to partition and it had 
to be annulled in 1911. 

The anti-Bengal partition movement took the form of 
the boycott of the British goods.® It was accompanied by a 
‘Swadeshi Movement. It led to the growth of indigenous 
industries and national education institutions.’ 


The Militant Nationalism an 


Indian nationalists were concerned at the humiliating 
treatment meted out to their countrymen in British Colonies. 
The Indians were treated as social pariahs in South Africa. 
The heroic struggle of Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa 
against apartheid was admired. Indians attributed the ill 
treatment of their countrymen in British colonies to their 
slavery. This led to the rise of anti-British feelings. 

Two international events contributed to the growth of 
extremism. Italians were routed at the hands of Abyssinians 
in 1896 at Adowa. Japan defeated the gigantic Russia in 
1904. To nationalists in India, there international events gave 
a now hope. The myth of European supremacy was shattered. 

The militant nationalists lost faith in the methods of 
moderate leaders. They felt that experience did not justify 
any reliance on the good sense and democratic instincts of 
the alien rulers. They were now ready to fight for their 
political rights. 


Extremism in Maharashtra 


Extremism first arose in Maharashtra through the efforts of 
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak. Tilak was an erudite scholar 
and a deeply religious man. He had distate for western 
outlook and culture and admired Indian traditions and 
thought. His two journals the Kesari (a Marathi Weekly) and 
the Mahratta (an English Weekly) became powerful vehicles 
for propagating the new spirit of nationalism. 

Tilak was sentenced to a four month term in jail on the 
charge of writing subversive articles. He joined the Indian 
National Congress in 1889. The Congress at that time was 
dominated by the liberal leaders. Tilak did not appreciate 
the ideology and methodology of the liberals. He focussed 
his attention on organising freedom movement in 
Maharashtra. He started anti-cow killing societies and 
wrestling clubs with the purpose of inculcating manly virtues 
among the youth of Maharashtra. In 1893 he organised the 
Ganpati festival and in 1895 the Shivaji festival. These festivals 
were meant to infuse religious and political favour among 
the people. 
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The two Chapekar brothers: Damodar and Balkrishna 
Chapekar whipped up anti-British sentiments and murdered 
two hated British officers Rand and Ayerst. Both the brothers 
were sentenced to death. Tilak was also sentenced to 18 
months rigorous imprisonment on a change of treason. 

The differences between the extremist and moderate 
leaders came to a head in 1907 and led to a division in the 
Congress at its Surat session.’ Tilak was arrested again in 
1908 and this time he was sent to Mandalay Jail. 

After his release in 1914 Tilak collaborated with Mrs. 
Annie Besant in her Home Rule Movement. ~ 

Extremism in Bengal was the outcome of the partition 
of Bengal effected by Lord Curzon in October, 1905. The 
partition was opposed vehemently by both parts of Bengal. 
Boycott and Swadeshi movements were the twin products 
of the anti-Partition struggle Bipin Chandra Pal. Aurobindo 
Ghosh and Aswani Kumar Datt were some of the prominent 
leaders of Bengali extremism. 

Lala Lajpat Rai was also one of the pillars of militant 
nationalism. He was one of the founders of the Arya Samaj 
movement in Punjab. ‘Bal-Pal-Lal’ was the popular trinity 
of the nationalist India. He was a public speaker of the first 
order and was elected president of the Congress in 1920. 


Philosophy of Extremism 


Extremism was a revolt against moderate leadership. The 
moderates hoped to achieve self-Government for India by 
purely constitutional means. The extremists actively opposed 
the British rule and preached the gospel of independence. 
The Boycott and Swadeshi movements launched by the 
extremists marked a new phase in Indian politics. 

Militant nationalism was closely related to Hindu 
revivalism. It was responsible to for the failure of the freedom 
struggle to attract the majority of the Muslim population to 
its fold. The Muslims feared that the militant nationalists 
were fighting for the establishment of the Hindu Raj. 

The militant nationalists widened the scope of the 
Congress. They brought the middle classes into the main- 
stream of the freedom movement. The militant nationalists 
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made tremendous sacrifices for the cause of Indian freedom. 
Leaders like B.G. Tilak, B.C. Pal and Lala Lajpat Rai become 
national heroes. The militant nationalists induced the Congress 
to adopt an technique of active opposition to the Government. 

The attitude of the government towards the militant 
nationalists was harsh. They enacted repressive laws to crush 
the public agitations. Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909 were 
an attempt to conciliate moderate nationalists and Muslim 
communalists. 

The years following the inauguration of the Morley-Minto 
Reforms were marked by a low tide in Indian polities. After 
the Surat Split in 1907 the extremists had been practically 
eliminated from the political arena. The new Governor-General 
Lord Hardinge adopted a conciliating attitude towards the 
moderates who were trying to work the reforms with caution. 
The King Emperor visited India in 1911 and announced the 
annulment of the partition of Bengal. This gesture on the 
part of the Government was appreciated by the Indian public. 


Home Rule Movement 


Tilak was released from the Mandalay Jail in 1914. Mrs. 
Annie Besant also jumped into Indian polities at the same 
time. Both of these leaders conducted a vigorous Home 
Rule Movement which spread like wild fire. The government 
employed the usual methods of repression Mrs. Besant was 
interned along with has two association G.S. Arundale and 
B.P. Wadia. Mrs. Besant’s internment created a storm of 
opposition. A stormy agitation was set in motion for the 
release of Mrs. Besant. 

The British announcement of 20th August, 1917 promising 
the progressive realisation of responsible government in India 
changed the political atmosphere and the Home Rule 
Movement gradually petered out. 

The period of Morley-Minto Reforms inaugurated an 
happy chapter in Hindu-Muslim Relations. The influence of 
now leaders like Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Maulana: 
Mohammad Ali, Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Maulana Shibli 
Mohani contributed to communal harmony. These 
developments led to the Congress-League Pact of 1916. 
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The Government of India Act, 1919 


The Government of India Act, of 1991 made no substantial 
change in the control Government of India although it 
provided for some relaxation in the control of the Home 
Government and the expansion of the central legislature. 
The Central government remained as irresponsible as before. 
The Central legislature was given more powers to influence 
it. Partial responsible Government was introduced in the 
provinces in the form of Dyarchy. The system of Dyarchy 
was a half-way house between a wholly bureaucratic 
government and one fully accountable to the people though 
their chosen representatives. The Act divided the provincial 
government into two parts. One of these parts consisted of 
the governor and his Executive Council. It dealt with reserved 
subjects like police, justice, jails, finance, land revenue, 
irrigation, public services etc. 

This part of the Government remained as bureaucratic 
as before. It was responsible to the governor and not to the 
legislature. The other part of the Government imposed the 
governor and the popular Ministers. These Ministers held 
charge of the ‘transferred’ departments like education, 
agriculture, local self government, medical administration, 
public health and sanitation etc. The Ministers were selected 
by the Governor from among the elected numbers of the 
legislature to which they were responsible. 

The working of Dyarchy proved a colossal failure. 


References 


1. Tilak (1856-1920) came of an orthodox Chitpavan Brahmin 
family of moderate means. He developed an independent 
and analytical intellect. He was practical in his views. People 
like Vishnu Kishna Chiplunker (1850-82), Gopal Ganesh 
Agarkar (1856-95) and Madhavrao Namjoshi (1853-96) were 
his early colleagues. Tilak believed that political agitation 
must take precedence over social reform. Tilak waged a 
war against British economic policies. These economic policies 
were the primary cause of India’s poverty. 

2. Bipin Chandra Pal was popularly known as the ‘father of 
revolutionary thought in India’. He laid stress on cultural 
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rather than political unity. Pal was a brilliant and fiery 
orator. Pal was opposed to Gandhiji’s leadership. After 
1921, his importance as a public figure declined. He died 
in 1932. 

3. Aurobindo Ghosh was a leading Bengali revolutionary who 
later turned yogi. He criticised the policy of ‘prayer, petition 
and protest’. He expressed the view that political freedom 
was the life and breath of a nation’. No people could 
realise its destiny without it. The Government labelled 
Aurobindo a dangerous character. Aurobindo emphasized 
that nationalism should be a spiritual nationalism. It should 
involve a feeling of dedication to the motherland. 

4. Lala Lajpat Rai (1856-1928) was a lawyer by profession and 
an Arya Samajist in religion. He was president of the Calcutta 
session of the Indian National Congress in 1919. 

5. Surendra Nath Banerjee described the feelings prevalent in 

Bengal in the following words. 
“In my younger days, I had read Macaulay’s graphic account 
of the condition of English Society on the eve of civil war 
between Charles I and his Parliament—how the coming 
struggle overshadowed all other considerations, how it 
penetrated the homes of England and became the subject 
of conversation round every fireplace, how it leavened 
thought and moulded aspirations. Something of the same 
absorbing interest was roused by Lord Curzon’s Partition 
of Bengal. The whole community felt a concern about a 
matter affecting their province such as they had never 
experienced before. The community was everything under 
a sense of surprise and indignation”. Surendra Nath Banerjee, 
A Nation in Making, p. 190. 

6. Leaders of the anti-partition agitation suggested that in 
view of the attitude of the Government people should 
boycott all British goods, observe mourning and shun all 
contacts with the officials and official bodies. It was openly 
said that England was governed by the merchants. . . . It 
the Indians could move the weaves of Merchants, they 
would force the British Government to annul the partition 

| of Bengal. 

7. Avow was taken at the Town Hall in Calcutta, on 7 August, 
1905 by those opposed to the Partition of Bengal to abstain 
from the purchase of British manufactures so long as the 
Partition resolution was not withdrawn this was to mark 
the revival of the Swadeshi Movement in Bengal which 
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soon spread to other parts of India. Industrialists like J.N. 
Tata (1839-1904) associated themselves with the cause of 
Swadeshi. The movement had a powerful impact on the 
import of the British goods. Swadeshi was not a new idea. 
Its philosophy had been accepted in the Punjab and 
Maharashtra. All classes of people joined the Movement. 
The Congress Party later made use of this programme. 
Sumit Sarkar, The Swadeshi Movement in Bengal (1903-1908). 
Calcutta, 1973; Leonard A. Grodon, .Bengal: The Nationalist 
Movement 1876-1940, Delhi, 1974. 

The disturbances at the Surat session of the Indian National 
Congress arose on the question of the election of Rash 
Behari Ghosh as President. Tilak wanted to move a resolution 
but he was not allowed to do so. In the general uproar that 
followed, chairs were flung and a shoe was hurled from 
the pandal which struck both Phiroze Shah Mehta and 
Surendra Nath Banerjee. H.W. Nevinson, The New Spirit in 
India, London 1908; Bimal Prasad, The Congress Split at 
Surat in B.R. Nanda and V.C. Joshi (eds.), Studies in Modern 
Indian History, No.1, New Delhi, 1972; Daniel Argov, Moderates 
and Extremists in the Indian Nationalist Movement 1883-1920, 
New Delhi, 1967. 


The Early life of Mahatma Gandhi 


Mert Gandhi was born in a Vaishya family at 
Porbunder (Kathiawar) on 2 October, 1869. His father 
Kaba Gandhi was the Prime Minister of Porbander, Rajkot 
and Vankaner States. Kaba Gandhi was a truthful, brave, 
generous but a short-tempered man. He was incorruptible 
and had earned a name for strict impartiality. He had a 
religious bent of mind, he used to listen to religious discourses.’ 
- Gandhiji’s mother was Putlibai. She was deeply religious 

and did not take her meals without her daily prayers.’ 
Gandhiji had his early education at Rajkot. He was married 
to Kasturba in 1883° 

After passing his matriculation examination, Gandhiji 
left for England to study law in 1888. White leaving for 
England he promised his mother that he would abstain from 
wine, women and meat. During the initial period of his stay 
in England he dressed fashionably and conformed to English 
standards and ways. But to soon he gave up these things 
and returned to a life of simplicity. 

He made a close study of the Bhagvad Gita during his 
story in England. 
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Work in South Africa 


In 1891 Gandhiji was called to bar and he returned to India. 
He tried to start his legal practice at Rajkot and Bombay 
but was not successful. In 1893 he was engaged by a Muslim 
firm for legal work in South Africa. He left for South Africa 
in April, 1893. In South Africa he experienced colour bar 
in various forms and decided to remain there and fight rare 
prejudice. There was a remarkable transformation in his 
life. He controlled his diet and undertook to perform the 
most menial household chores. He entered into 
correspondence with Leo Tolstoy,* and was greatly influenced 
by Ruskin’s Unto This Last.” He served the wounded soldiers 
in the second Boer War (1899-1900)° and Zulu rebellion 
(1906).” Gandhiji set up two Ashrams in South Africa— 
Phoenix settlement and Tolstoy Farm. The residents of Tolstoy 
Farm hailed from all parts of India. They belonged to different 
religions and numbered between fifty and seventy-five. They 
shared common kitchen and led a disciplined life. 

In 1907 the Transvaal legislature wanted a law requiring 
all Asians to take out registration cards. The measure involved 
disfranchisement and other disabilities for Asians. Gandhiji 
launched Satyagraha against the discriminatory legislation. 
Gandhiji’s struggle against injustice in South Africa lasted 
for about two decades (1894-1914). He brought out a weekly 
Indian Opinion to voice the community’s grievances. He also 
organised a peaceful march to Trasnvaal. Initially there was 
repression but eventually the South Africa Government 
yielded ground and in June 1914 Gandhi-Smuts agreement 
was worked out. 


Gandhiji in India 


Gandhiji arrived trually in India in January 1915. He founded 
Satyagraha Ashram (later known as Sabarmati Ashram after 
the name of the river) at Ahmedabad. During 1915-16 Gandhiji 
toured India and Burma, travelling 3rd class on the railways. 

Jawaharlal Nehru first met Gandhiji about the time of 
Lucknow Congress in 1916. Nehru recollected his first meeting 
with Gandhiji in his Autobiography: 
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“All of us admired his for his heroic fight in South Africa 
but he seemed very distant and different and impolitical to 
may of us young men. He refused to take part in Congress 
or natural politics then and confined himself to the South 
African Indian Question. Soon, afterward, his adventures 
and victory in Champaran, on behalf of the tenants of the 
planters, filled as with enthusiasm. We say that he was 
prepared to apply his methods in India also and they promised 
success”. | 

During 1917 Gandhiji successfully agitated against 
indentured Indian emigration. The idea of making use of 
spinning wheel to produce hand made cloth on large scale 
took root in his mind. 

Gandhiji went to Champaran (Bihar) to investigate 
conditions of labour in indigo plantations. He was arrested 
and later released. He was appointed by Bihar government 
as member of the Committee set up to inquire into with the 
grievances of the peasants. His demands were accepted. 

During January-March 1918 Gandhiji took up the cause 
of textile labourers of Ahmedabad. He fasted to secure 
amicable settlement of the dispute. He also initiated Satya- 
graha in Kaira District (Gujarat) to secure suspension of 
revenue assessment on failure of crops. 

On April 27, 1918 Gandhiji attended Viceroy’s War Confer- 
ence at Delhi and addressed it in Hindustani. Subsequently 
he toured Kaira District to raise recruits for army. 

He Jallianwala Bagh Massacre’, the Rowlatt Act’? and the 
Khilafat question’? enabled Gandhiji to occupy the centre 
stage of Indian politics in 1920. Most of the prominent leaders 
like Dadabhai Naoroji, Pheroze Shah Mehta, Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale and Lokmanya Tilak had passed away by this time. 
There was a leadership vacuum in Indian politics and Gandhiji 
admirably filled that vacuum. 

Gandhiji launched three major movements in India— 
Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22), Civil Disobedience 
Movement (1930-34) and Quit India Movement (1942). 


Non-Cooperation Movement 


Non-Cooperation Movement was launched on 1 August 1920. 
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At its special session at Calcutta, in September 1920 the 
Indian National Congress approved the decision to launch 
the Movement the Calcutta, decision was later ratified at 
the Nagpur session in December 1920. Gandhiji described 
his Movement as ‘a State of peaceful rebellion’. The Movement 
included social, educational, legal and economic boycotts. 
The programme included the following items: 


1. Surrender of titles and honorary offices and resignation 
from nominated seats in local bodies; 

2. Refused to attend government levers, Duties and 
other official and semi-official functions held by 
Government officials, or in their honour; 

3. Gradual withdrawal of children from schools and 
colleges owned aided or controlled by Government 
and in place of such schools and colleges, 
establishment of National schools and colleges in 
the various provinces; 

4. Gradual boycott of British courts by lawyers and 
litigants and establishment of private arbitration courts 
by their aid, for the settlement of private disputes; 

5. Refusal on the part of the military, clerical and 
labouring classes to offer themselves as recruits for 
service in Mesopotamia; 

6. Withdrawal by candidates of their candidature for 
election to the Reformed Councils, and refusal on 
the part of the voters to vote for any candidate who 
may, despite the congress advice, offer himself for 
election; and 

7. Boycott of foreign goods the Non-cooperation was 
concerned as a measure of discipline and self-sacrifice 
without which no nation could make real progress. 


The Congress advised adoption of Swadeshi in piece- 
goods ona vast scale. It also called for the reviving of spinning 
in every home and hand-weaving on the part of the millions 
of weavers who had abandoned their ancient and honourable 
calling for want of encouragement. The resolution on Non- 
Cooperation was.ratified in the regular session of the Congress 
held at Nagpur in December, 1920. Jinnah strongly fought 
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against the Non-Cooperation resolution at Nagpur. He told 
Gandhiji: 


res I am fully convinced that it must led to disaster... 
your methods have already caused split and division 
in the public life of the country not only amongst 
Hindus and Muslims but between Hindus and 
Hindus, and Muslims and Muslims, and even between 
fathers and sons; people generally are desperate all 
over the country and your extreme programme has 
for the moment struck the imagination mostly of the 
inexperienced youth and the ignorant and illiterate.” 


An important aspect of the Non-Cooperation Movement 
was its integration with the Khilafat Movement. The Treaty 
of Sevres signed in the summer of 1920 gave a rude shock 
to Indian Muslims. Inspite of the solemn pledges given by 
the British statesmen during the war, the Turkish empire 
was dismembered and the Sultan—who was also the Khalifa 
of Islam—was humiliated. Indian Muslims protested 
vehemently against this breach of trust. Mahatma Gandhi 
espoused the Muslim cause. 

The Non-Cooperation Movement was conducted with 
great vigour. More than 50,000 persons went to jail. The 
programme of boycott achieved some spectacular successes 
and Hindu-Muslims unity characterised the period. But 
Mahatma Gandhi stopped the movement abruptly when an 
angry crowd enacted an ugly tragedy at Chauri Chaura in 
U.P. Non-Cooperation had certain shortcomings but it 
achieved important results. It engendered a new spirit of 
freedom and fearlessness. Gandhiji’s leadership gave the 
freedom struggle a revolutionary and popular character. 

The end of non-cooperation led to the rise of the Swaraj 
Party under the leadership of C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru. 
The Swaraj Party won some notable victories in 1923 elections. 
They won 45 seats in the Central Legislative Assembly. In 
Bengal and Central Provinces they were in a majority. But 
by 1926, demoralisation set in the party and it withered 
away." Gandhiji returned to active leadership in 1927. 
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Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-34) 


The Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-34) was the second 
major political movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 
The movement started with his famous Dandi March in 12 
March, 1930. There were five factors which led to the Dandi 
March: 


Collapse of the Swarajist Experiment. 
Re-emergence of Gandhiji in the Indian political scene. 
Growth of the leftist ideology in the country. 
Increase in the revolutionary activity. 

Economic depression. 


ie et te 


The Indian National Congress declared Purna Swaraj or 
complete independence as its goal at Lahore session on 31st 
December, 1929. It was done under the leadership of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru Whom Gandhiji had hailed as his political 
heir. In February, 1930 the Congress Party appointed Mahatma 
Gandhi as dictator to launch the civil Disobedience Movement 
for achieving independence. Gandhiji addressed a litter to 
the Viceroy intimating his intention to break salt law if the 
Congress demand for complete independence was not 
Conceded. Gandhiji expressed the view that the party of 
violence was gaining ground. The non-violent struggle he 
had set in motion would combat not only the violent force 
of the British rule but also the organised forces of the growing 
party of violence. 

Gandhiji decided to break salt law as the forces of his 
movement. Salt concerned the poorest man and the breaking 
of the salt law was sure to five the popular imagination 
throughout the country. 

A team of students from the Gujarat Vidyapeeth was 
sent en-route to Dandi to have a first hand knowledge of 
the terrain. The Viceroy Lord Irwin or even the leaders like 
Nehru, Patel and Subhas Bose were not fully convinced about 
the efficacy of Gandhiji’s march to Dandi for breaking of 
the salt law. The actual impact of the March really astonished 
them. 
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Gandhiji started the historic Dandi March on 12 March 
1930 from his Sabarmati Ashram at Ahmedabad with the 
view that he would not return to it without achieving freedom. 
On the 11th March, 1930 the crowd swelled to 10,000 at the 
evening prayer held on the Sabarmati stand at Ahmedabad. 
At the end of the prayer meeting, Gandhiji delivered a 
memorable speech. He told his listeners: 


“Let there be not a semblance of breach of peace 
even after all of his have bun arrested. We have 
resolved to utilize all our resources in the pursuit 
of an exclusively non-violent struggle. Let no one 
commit a wrong in anger. This is my hope and prayer.” 


There were 78 Satyagrahis who accompanied Gandhiji 
on the Dandi March. The Satyagrahis were drawn from almost 
all parts of the country. There were 31 from Gujarat, 13 
from Maharashtra, 8 from U.P., 6 from Cutch, 4 from Kerala, 
3 from Punjab, 3 from Rajasthan, 2 from Bombay, 1 from 
Sind, 1 from Nepal, 1 from Tamilnadu, 1 from Andhra, 1 
from Utkal, .1 from Karnataka, 1 from Bihar and 1 from 
Bengal. 

The distance of Dandi from Ahmedabad was about 240 
miles. Gandhiji covered the whole distance in twenty-five 
days walking 10 to 12 miles each day. Gandhiji covered 
hundred villages across seven districts. The response from 
the people in the villages was heartening. 

The Dandi March had the dimensions of an epic story. 
All along the route Mahatma Gandhi was greeted by villagers 
in their thousands to whom he preached the value of self- 
sacrifice and the virtues of the non-violence. As the people 
followed the fortunes of this marching column of pilgrims 
from day to day, the temperature of the country went up. 
On 6 the April, 1930, after a night of fasting and prayer 
Mahatma Gandhi broke the Salt laws by picking up salt in 
the sea-shore. This was a signal for the commencement of 
the mass civil disobedience in different parts of India. On 
April 9, Mahatma Gandhi laid down the following programme 
for the movement. 
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“Let every village fetch or manufacture contraband 
salt. Sisters should picket liquour shops, opium dens 
and foreign dealers shops. Hindu should eschew 
untouchability. Let students leave Government schools 
and Government servants resign their service.” 


Thousands of the people broke the salt law. The breaking 
of the salt law was symbolic. While salt could be manufactured 
only on sea-shore, the picketing of liquor shops or foreign 
cloth shops could be carried out at all places and it was 
done with success. 

On 4 May, 1930 Gandhiji was arrested and imprisoned 
without trial. This was a prelude to hartal all over India. 

At Dharsena, under the leadership of Mrs Sarojini Naidu 
2500 people carried out a raid on salt depots and suffered 
brutal lathi charges. More than three hundred casualties were 
taken to hospital and two died. It was one of the remarkable 
features of the movement that Indian women discarded their 
seclusion and joined the ranks of the freedom fighters. More 
than one lakh of people underwent prison terms. 

The Khudai Khidmatgars of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 
in North West Frontier Province stood by the nationalist 
forces and bores the rigours of the police atrocities with 
marvellous forbearance. One significant event during this 
movement was the refusal of a platoon of the Garhwali 
soldiers to fire on their Muslim countrymen. 

While the movement was in progress the British 
Govenrment held a Round Table Conference in London. It 
was attended by delegates representing British India, Indian 
States and the British Parliament. It discussed the principles 
of India’s new Constitution. To secure the cooperation of 
the Congress, the Government opened negotiations with 
Mahatma Gandhi. As a result of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact signed 
on the 5th March, 1931, Civil Disobedience was suspended 
and Gandhiji attended the second session of the Round Table 
Conference. But even his presence failed to resolve the 
constitutional deadlock. It could decide only some 
fundamental aspects of the constitution. 

Mahatma Gandhi returned to India on 28th December 
1931. He resumed the Civil Disobedience again. Government 
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adopted brutal methods. The movement was finally called 
off in April, 1934. Gandhiji underwent a fast into death to 
undo the mischief of the Communal Award." 


The Quit India Movement (1942) 


The third massive popular movement landed by Mahatma 
Gandhi was the Quit India Movement. When the Second 
World War broke out‘in 1939, India was declared a belligerent 
country without consulting its popular leaders. The Congress 
Ministries in eight provinces resigned in protest. 

Japan entered the war in December 1941. The British 
Government sent Sir Stafford Cripps to India to secure India’s 
willing cooperation in the War. His mission proved an utter 
failure.’* On 8th August, 1942 the All India Congress 
Committee passed the Quit India resolution and authorized 
Mahatma Gandhi to start a mass movement on non-violent 
lines to drive away the British. On the next morning members 
of the Congress Working Committee and other prominent 
Congress leaders were arrested. This aroused popular feelings 
and the masses indulged in acts of violence. Some leaders 
organised an underground movement which went on for 
several months.” 


Independence and Partition 


In 1945 the Labour Party came to power in Britain. The 
British Prime Minister Attlee recognised India’s right to 
independence. The Cabinet Mission visited India and 
proposed the establishment of a Constituent Assembly to 
frame the constitution for India. It also suggested the setting 
up of an Interim Government. The Muslim League joined 
the interim Government but thwarted its proper functioning. 

In March 1947 Lord Mountbatten came to India as the 
new Governor-General. He drew up a plan for India’s partition 
and establishment of two separate Dominions. India and 
Pakistan on the basis Two Nation Theory formulated by the 
Muslim League. Consequently India achieved freedom on 
15 August, 1947 at the cost of partition and holocaust of 
blood bath unprecedented in the history of India. 
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References 


Gandhiji has left vivid impressions of his parents in his 
autobiography. About his father he says: 

“My father was a lover of his class, truthful, brave and 
generous, but short tempered. To a certain extent, he might 
have been given to carnal pleasures. For he married for the 
fourth time when he was over forty. But he was incompatible 
and had earned a name for strict impartiality in his family 
as well as outside. His loyalty to the State was well-known... 
My father had never any ambition to accumulate riches 
and left very little property....He had no education, save 
that of experience. At best he might be said to have read 
upto the fifth Gujarati standard. Of history and geography, 
he was innocent. But his rich experience of practical affairs 
stood him in good stead in the solution of the most intricate 
problems in managing hundreds of men.” Shriman Narayan 
(ed.), The Selected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. I, An 
Autobiography. Ahmedabad, 1968, Introduction, p. xxi. 
About the impression Gandhiji’s mother had left in his 
memory Gandhiji says: 

“The outstanding impression my mother has left on my 
memory is that of saintlineness. She was deeply religious. 
She would not think of taking her meals without her daily 
prayers. Going to Haveli the Vaishnaw temple was one of 
her daily duties. As far as my memory can go back, I do 
not remember her having her missed the Chaturmas. She 
would take the hardest vows and keep them without 
flinching. Illness was no excuse for relaxing them.” Ibid, 
pp. 5-6. 

Gandhiji in his Autobiography has given an interesting account 
of his childhood marriage and ‘playing the husband’ He 
pitied himself for his early marriage and saw no moral 
argument in support of such a custom. He was devoted 
to his parents. But no less was he devoted to the passions 
of the flesh. He took no time in assuming the authority of 
a husband. Kasturbai was illiterate. By nature she was 
simple, independent and persevering. She was not ignorant 
of her ignorance. 

Gandhiji had some correspondence with Tolstoy towards 
the end of the latter’s life. He wrote to Tolsoty on 1 October, 
1909 regarding his passive resistance movement in South 
Africa. Tolstoy replied to him and commended his movement. 
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On 10 November, 1909. Gandhiji again wrote to Tolstoy 
and also sent his biography by J.J. Doke, M.K. Gandhi: An 
Indian Patriot, on 4 April, 1910, Gandhiji sent a copy of 
Indian Home Rule to Tolstoy and sought his comments. 

Tolstoy replied that question of passive resistance was of 

greatest importance not only for India but for the while 

world. On the death of Tolstoy, Gandhiji paid memorial 

tribute to him on 4 December, 1910. Gandhiji founded a 

cooperative farm 21 miles from Johannesburg and styled 

it Tolstoy Farm. 

5. Gandhiji was introduced to Ruskin’s ideas by his journalist 
Friend Polak. When Gandhiji was in South Africa, one 
evening in 1904, he took a train from Johannesburg to 
Durban. Polak gave him a copy of Ruskin’s Unto This Last 
to read: 

“Gandhiji read the whole book through the night and was 

much impressed with it. The book just captivated him and 

transformed his life. He later translated it into Gujrati under 
the title Sarvodaya (Welfare of All). Gandhiji drew three 
lessons from the book: 

1. The good of the individual is contained in the good of 
all. 

2. A lawyer’s work has the same value as the barber’s in 
as much as all have the same right of earning their 
livelihood from their work. 

3. The life of labour, i.e. the life of the tiller of the soil 
and the handicraftman is the life worth living. 

Gandhiji, An Autobiography or The Story of My Experiments 

With Truth, Il, Ahmedabad, pp. 107-108. 

6. The Boer war is sometimes called the South African War. 
It lasted from 1899 to 1902. Britain which controlled the 
two colonies of Natal and Cape Colony fought against the 
people of the two independent republics of Transvaal and 
the Orange Free State. These people were the Boers, the 
descendants of early Dutch settlers. 

7. Gandhiji raised an Indian stretcher bearer corps in the 
Zulu Rebellion. 

8. Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre (13 April, 1919) marked an 
important watershed in Indo-British relations. General Dyer 
opened fire ona motley crowd without issuing any warning. 
The firing continued for 10 to 15 minutes and ceased only 
after the ammunition ran out. It is estimated that about 
one thousand people lost their lives in the massacre. For 
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details refer to V.N. Datta, Jallianwala Bagh, Ludhiana 1968; 
Aurthor Swinson, Six Minutes to Sunset: The Story of General 
Dyer and the Amritsar Affair, London, 1964; Raja Ram, The 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre: A Pre-meditated Plan, Punjab 
University, Chandigarh, 1969; Report Furcaux, Massacre at 
Amritsar, London, 1963; Alfred Draper, Amritsar: the Massacre 
that Ended the Raj, London. 1981. 

The two Rowlatt Acts, were passed by the Government of 
India in 1919. The Acts provided for the strict control over 
the press and trial of political offenders without Juries. The 
Acts created great discontent and led to the Non-Cooperation 
Movement. For details see (Rowlatt) Sedition Committee Report, 
reprint, Calcutta, 1973, R. Kumar (ed.) Essays on Gandhian 
Politics: The Rowlatt Satyagraha of 1919, Oxford 1971; Arthur 
Swinson, Six Minutes to Sunset, London, 1964. 

The Khilafat Movement aimed at the preservation of the 
power of Turkey under Muhammadan rule and the 
continuance of the Sultan of Turkey as the Caliph of the 
Mohammedan World. The fast decline of Turkey during 
the First World War (1914-18) roused the interests of the 
Indian Muslims. They started a movement in 1920 to exercise 
pressure on England that she might not join in the destruction 
of Turkey and the Caliphate. This movement amongst the 
Indian Muslims is known as the Khilafat Movement. Gandhiji 
supported the Movement. The Movement led to an 
unprecedented unity between Hindus and Muslims and 
strengthened the cause of nationalist forces. However Kamal 
Attaturk abolished the office of the Caliph in 1924. As a 
consequence the Movement soon collapsed. For details see 
P.C. Bambford, History of the Non-cooperation and Khilafat 
Movements, reprint, Delhi; 1974; Sukhbir Choudhary, Indian 
Peoples Fight for National Liberation: Non-Cooperation, Khilafat 
and Revivalist Movements, New Delhi, 1972; Gail Minault, 
The Khilafat Movement: Religious Symbolism and Political 
Mobilisation in India, Delhi, 1982; Francis Robinson, Separatism 
among Indian Muslims, New Delhi, 1975. 

For the role of the Swaraj Party see B.B. Misra, The Indian 
Political Parties, An Historical Analysis of Political Behaviour 
upto 1947, Oxford 1976; Govardhan Bhai J. Patel, Vithal 
Bhai Patel: Life and Times, 2 Vols.; Bombay n.d.; Manoranjan 
Jha, Role of the Central Legislature in the Freedom Struggle, 
New Delhi, 1972; N.C. Kelkar, The Passing Phase of Politics, 
Poona, 1975. 


The Gandhian Era 7a 


ie: 


eS 


14. 


The first two sessions of the Round Table Conference failed 
to resolve the deadlock over the communal problem. At 
the end of the 2nd conference the British Prime Minister 
Ramsay Macdonald announced the Communal Award. The 
Award retained separate electorates for the Muslims. It 
also extended them to the Depressed Classes which were 
now recognised as a distinct minority. Mahatma Gandhi 
undertook a fast unit death to undo this attempt to disrupt 
the Hindu Community and on 26th September the Poona 
Pact was signed. The system of election devised in this 
agreement struck a middle faith between separate and joint 
electorates and prevented the depressed classes from going 
out of the Hindu fold. 

Nicholas Mansergh and W.R. Luby (ed.), The Transfer of 
Power, 1942-47, Vol. 1, The Cripps Mission, January, April 
1942, HMSO, London 1970; H.V. Hodson, Tlie Great Divide: 
Britain, India and Pakistan, London, 1969; Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, India Wins Freedom: An Autobiographical 


- Narrative, Bombay, 1959; R.D. Moore, Churchill, Cripps and 


India 1939-1945. Oxford, 1979. 

P.N. Chopra (ed.), Quit India Movement, British Secret Report, 
Faridabad, 1976; M.S. Venkataramani & B.K. Shrivastava, 
Quit India: The American Response to the 1942 Struggle, Delhi; 
1979. 


5, wae insurrections and revolutions have played a major 
‘M.part in the freedom struggles all the world over. Some 
of the major revolutions that have brought about changes 
in government have been the American Revolution, the French 
Revolution and the Russian Revolution. The 19th Century 
political thinker Karl Marx saw revolution as an economic 
and class struggle in which the lower classes triumphed 
against exploitation by the wealthy and the ruling classes. 
The revolutions that swept Europe in 1848 were directed 
against this unfair economic and social structure. The 
revolutions in Cuba, Cambodia, Portugal, Libya, Nicaragua, 
Ireland and Iran present different aspects of revolutionary 
strategy adopted by their leaders. 

The role of revolutionaries in Indian freedom struggle 
has not received recognition it deserves. Usually, the credit 
for winning freedom is given to Mahatma Gandhi and his 
followers. The Congress Party under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi developed it an umbrella organisation with 
drivers shades of political thought. The revolutionary leaders 
also acknowledged the supremacy of Gandhiji but they 
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thought the British would never yield to moral pressures 
and they could understand the logic of force only. 

The revolutionary movement was quite widespread in 
Bengal, Maharashtra and Punjab in India and U.K., Canada 
America, and Germany abroad. It did not have any central 
and viable organisation and did not have adequate resources 
in terms of money and material. The revolutionaries did 
not lack in personal heroism but they could not develop 
mans base. Still their sacrifices have earned permanent place 
for them in the annals of freedom struggle. The contribution 
of the revolutionaries like Aurobindo Ghose, Ashwani Kumar 
Datta, Barindranath Ghose, Bhai Parmananda, Bhupendranath 
Datta, Chapekar Brothers, Sister Nivedita, V.D. Savarkar, 
Vasudeo Balwant Phadke, Ajit Singh, Amirchand, Aruna 
Asaf Ali, Avadh Bihari, Bal Mukund, Bhikaji Rustom Kama, 
Baba Gurdit Singh, Lala Har Dayal, Khudi Ram Bose, Lala 
Pindi Das, Madan Lal Dhingra, Raja Mahendra Pratap, Pheni 
Chakravarty, Rash Bihari Bose, Sachindranath Sanyal, Sardar 
Singh Rana, Shyamji Krishna Varma, Sohan Singh Bhakna, 
Sufi Amba Prasad, Vishnu Ganesh Pingle, Ashfaqulla, 
Batukeshwar Datta, Bhagvati Charan, Durga Bhabhi, Surya 
Sen, Sardar Bhagat Singh, Bina Das, Pritilata Wadeddar, 
Kalpana Datta, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Gopinath Saha, 
Yashpal, Jatin Das, Rajguru, Ram Prasad Bismil and Sukhdeo 
is of supreme order at the altar of the motherland. 


The Genesis of the Revolutionary Movement 


The circumstances and the causes leading to the growth of 
the revolutionary movement in India were the same which 
gave impetus to the genesis of political extremism. The 
revolutionary movement claimed the allegiance of the 
emotional young man who were disillusioned with the soft 
attitude of liberal nationalists and had no faith in the methods 
of peaceful agitation as advocated by the militant leaders 
like Lokmanya Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and Lala Lajpat 
Rai. The evolutionary leaders were certain that Indians would 
not uproot British imperialism without resorting to violence. 
They were exasperated by the repressive policy of the British 
Authorities. | 
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The British historians have described the revolutionary 
movement in India as terrorist and anarchical. Terrorism 
was certainly one of the features of the revolutionary 
movement but it was not anarchical. The revolutionaries 
never favoured a state of anarchy as was the case with the 
nihilists in Russia.’ The ultimate aim of the revolutionaries 
and militant nationalists was the same—complete freedom 
of India from the British yoke. They differed in respect to 
the means to be adopted to achieve the aim. 

The programme of the revolutionaries comprised a 
campaign of violent activities, assassinations of British officers, 
armed raids and dacoities for financing the movement.’ 


Revolutionary Activities in Maharashtra 


The credit for organising the first secret revolutionary society 
during the closing years of the 19th century goes to Vasudeo 
Balwant Phadke, who belonged to a Chitpavan Brahman 
family of Kobla District in Bombay Presidency. Phadke was 
deeply stirred by the devastating famine in Maharashtra in 
1876-7. He was firmly convinced that the British rule was 
responsible for the miseries of India. Phadke with the help 
of some backward communities like Ramosis® tried to stir 
up an armed rebellion. He committed a number of dacoities 
for getting money. The Government proclaimed an award 
of Rs. 3,000 for his arrest. He was arrested on 3 July 1879. 
He was sentenced to imprisonment and died in jail on 17 
February 1883. 

The next stage in the revolutionary activities in 
Maharashtra is found in the efforts of to Chapekar brothers— 
Damodar Chapekar and Balkrishna Chapekar. They were 
inspired by the Ganpati and Shivaji festivals introduced by 
Lokmanya Tilak. The two brothers murdered two British 
officers Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst. The Chapekar 
brothers were hanged. 

P.S. Khankhoje started an organization called Arya 
Bandhaw Samaj. The ideal of the Samaj was to drive the 
British out of India by war. The Samaj also worked among 
soldiers in the Indian army but did not achieve much success. 
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The third phase of the revolutionary activities in 
Maharashtra centres round the personality of V.D. Savarkar 
(1883-1966). He founded a revolutionary association named 
Abhinav Bharat in 1904. Although Savarkar himself left for 
England in 1906 his organisation continued to work in India. 
It took up revolutionary activities and spread its branches 
all over Maharashtra. Savarkar translated the life of Mazzini 
in Marathi. He sent arms form England. A member of the 
society P.N. Bapat was sent to Pairs to learn the art of bomb 
making. In addition to Abhinav Bharat a number of other 
secret societies were set up in different parts of Maharashtra. 
Factories for manufacturing bombs were started at a number 
of places as Bombay, Poona and Nasik. Anant Lakshman 
Kenhere shot dead Mr. Jackson, the District Magistrate of 
Nasik on 21 December. 1909. 


Revolutionary Activities in Bengal 


Revolutionary movement erupted in Bengal in the early 
years of the twentieth century. The Anusilan Samiti pioneered 
the revolutionary activities. P. Mitra, C.R. Das, Aurobindo 
Ghose, S.N. Tagore, J.N. Bandyopadhyaya, Barin Ghosh, 
Abinash Bhattacharya, Sister Nivedita were some of the 
early leaders of the revolutionary activities in Bengal. The 
numbers of the Anusilan Samiti were trained in military 
skill, sword play, boxing, wrestling and other kinds of 
exercises. They were also given moral training though weekly 
classes by eminent men like Rabindra Nath Tagore, Guru 
Das Banerjii and B.C. Pal. The members worshipped arms. 

The revolutionary movement in Bengal got a great impetus 
from the Swadeshi Movement in 1905. The Swadeshi 
Movement in initial stage consisted of the boycott of English 
goods. But since this proved in effective young men turned 
to revolutionary activities. The spearhead of the revolutionary 
movement was formed by Barindra Kumar Ghose, younger 
brother of Aurobindo Ghose. He collected school-boys and 
gave them religious, moral and political education. He 
r ablished a number of books like Bhavani Mandir‘ and Bartman 
Rajniti.” He launched a periodical named Yugantar (New Era) 
to create revolutionary mentality. A number of select articles 
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from the Yugantar were published in the form of a book 
entitled Mukti kon Pathe (The Road to Liberation). The book 
pointed out that not much muscle was required to shoot 
Europeans. Arms could be procured by grim determination 
and weapons could be prepared silently in some secret place. 
Indians could be sent to foreign countries to learn the art of 
making weapons. The assistance of Indian soldiers must be 
obtained. If the revolutionaries extracted money from the 
miserly or luxuries members of society by the application 
of force, their conduct was perfectly just. 

Barindra and his friends organisation the killing of some 
key government officers. Profulla Chaki and Khudi Ram 
Bose were deputed to kill Mr. Kingsford who was the judge 
at Muzaffurpur (Bihar). The young revolutionaries threw a 
bomb at a carriage which resembled that of Kingsford but 
really belonged to one Mr. Kennedy. The bomb killed the 
wife and daughter of Kennedy. Chaki shot himself dead 
and khudi Ram Bose was tried and hanged. Thirty four 
persons, including Aurobindo Ghose, Barindra and his 
associates were arrested. The case was known as Alipur 
Conspiracy case. It created a storm all over the country. 

The most important branch of the Anusilan Samiti was 
its Dacca branch. The leader of this branch was Pulin Behari 
Das. The initiation ceremony of the Dacca Samiti was a 
religious ceremony. The members had to take vows before 
the sacrificial fire. One of the vows ran as follows: 


“I will not go away learving this Samiti until its 
object is fulfilled. I will not to be bound by the tie 
of affection for father, mother, brother, sister, hearth 
and home, etc., and I will, without putting forward 
any excuse perform all the work of the Samiti under 
orders of the leader....”° 


There was a network of Samitis throughout Bengal. The 
whole of Bengal was divided into a number of graded 
organizational limits. There were detailed rules and 
regulations for the different types of Samiti. An attempt 
was made to develop military habits among the members. 
Every member was supposed to keep in his mind that he 
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was bringing about a revolution with a view to the 
establishment of righteousness. 

The most important activities of the Samiti members 
were the collection of arms,’ murder of officials® and political 
dacoities.’ 

There was a comparative lull in the revolutionary 
activities, during the period 1917-1923. The police seized a 
number of revolutionaries. The government released all the 
political prisoners in early 1920. Gandhiji launched his non- 
cooperation movement at this time. A number of old 
revolutionaries joined the movement. 

The suspension of non-cooperation movement by Gandhiji 
in early 1922 and his subsequent imprisonment revived the 
revolutionary activities. Surya Sen set up a revolutionary 
organisation at Chittagong District and carried out a raid 
on the office of the Assam Bengal Railway in Chittagong. 
He took out the sum of Rs. 77,000 from the treasurer and 
escaped. In January 1924 Gopinath Saha shot dead a European 
Mr. Day. Saha was later on hanged.” 

In 1924 the Bengal Government arrested revolutionaries 
on a large scale. Subhas Chandra Bose was also arrested 
and put behind the bar. 

The Chittagong Armoury Raid carried out in April 1930 
by Surya Sen and his associates was the most daring 
revolutionary enterprise in India. The revolutionary activities 
continued upto 1934. 


Revolutionary Activities in Punjab 


The revolutionary movement in Punjab was organised by 
Har Dayal, Sufi Amba Prasad and Ajit Singh. The Partition 
of Bengal and the Swadeshi movement gave a fillip to their 
activities. Lala Lajpat Rai and Arya Samaj helped them a 
great deal. After Har Dayal left India, his work was carried 
by his two disciples J.M. Chatterji and Dinanath. Rash Bihari 
Bose, Avadh Behari, Amir Chand, and Bal Mukund also 
contributed to the growth of the revolutionary movement. 
A bomb was thrown at Lord Hardinge in December 1912 
in Delhi. 
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The Wahabis across the North-West Frontier Province 
tried to inspire a general Muslim conspiracy against the 
British in India. The leader of this movement was Maulavi 
Obeidullah of the Deoband School at Saharanpur in U.P. 
The Punjabi revolutionaries returning from America also 
carried out their activities.” 

Sardar Bhagat Singh shot to death Mr. Saunders, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, Lahore to avenge the death of 
Lala Lajpat Rai who had been assaulted by the British police 
officer. On 8 April, 1929, Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar 
Datta threw bombs in the Assembly Hall at Delhi. Both of 
them were arrested. In the Lahore jail, they resorted to hunger 
strike along with other prisoners while other prisoners broke 
fast, Jatin Das refused to take food and died after 64 days’ 
fast on 13 September, 1929. 

Sukhdev, Rajguru and Bhagat Singh were awarded capital 
punishment. At that time Bhagat Singh’s name was as popular 
as that of Gandhiji. Pressure was brought upon Gandhiji to 
intercede with the Viceroy for the commutation of the capital 
punishment. The Viceroy agreed to postpone the execution. 
But on March 23, six days before the Congress session at 
Karachi, Bhagat Singh and his two Comrades were executed. 


Indian Revolutionaries in Britain 


Indian revolutionaries were also active outside India. One 
of the earliest Indians to organize revolutionary activities 
in England was Shyamji Krishna Varma. In January 1905 he 
organised in London Indian Home Rule Society and issued 
a journal called the Indian Sociologist. The object of the Society 
was to carry on political propaganda in England for the 
purpose of securing Home Rule for India. A group of 
revolutionaries gathered round Shyamji, the three most 
important members being V.D. Sawarkar, Hardayal and 
Madan Lal Dhingra. Shyamji founded the India House to 
carry on the revolutionary activities. In 1907 Shyamji shifted 
his centre to Paris. After the outbreak of the World War I, 
he left Paris for Switzerland where he died in 1930. 

In the absence of Shyamji V.D. Sawarkar looked after 
the India House. In 1907 celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
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the Sepoy Mutiny. He called the Mutiny the first war of 
Indian Independence and wrote a book on the subject which 
proved vary popular among the revolutionaries. On 1 July, 
1909 Madan Lal Dhingra shot dead an English officer Curzon 
Wyllie. He said: “I attempted to shed English blood 
intentionally as an humble protest against the inhuman 
transportation and hangings of Indian youths.” Dhingra was 


hanged. Savarkar was also arrested and was transported for 
life. | 


Indian Revolutionaries in Europe 


Indian revolutionaries operated in Continental Europe also. 
One of the associates of Shyamji Krishna Varma was Madame 
Bhikaji Rustom Kama. She is reputed as the Mother of the 
Indian Revolution. She left India in 1902 and dedicated her 
life to the service of India by means of revolutionary 
propaganda in Europe and America. She attended the 
International Socialist Congress at Stuttgart (Germany) in 
August 1907 and unfolded the Indian National Flag—a 
tricolour one in green, yellow and red. 

Another associate of Shyamji krishna Varma was Sardar 
Singh Rana of Saurashtra. He left India in 1898. He organised 
the first meeting of Indian patriots in Paris to protest against 
the British rule in India. The Indian revolutionaries working 
in Europe secretly sent books, periodicals and leaflets to 
India with a view to whipping up the revolutionary spirit 
among the educated youth. 


The Ghadar Movement 


The Ghadar Party was formed in 1913 San Francisco, America 
to safeguard the interests of Indians settled in United States 
and Canada. Lala Har Dayal. Bhai Paramanad, Shohan Singh 
Bhakna, Kartar Singh Sarabha, Baba Kartar Singh Lala Sohan 
Singh Bhakna, Pandit Kanshi Ram and Santokh Singh were 
of the leaders of the Ghadar movement. They brought out 
a journal Ghadar in several languages. The journal was 
circulated in almost every country of would where Indians 
had settled as migrants. During the World War I a large 
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number of Indians wereent to Punjab to organise revolution. 
Rash Behari Bose, Vishnu Ganesh Pingle and Sachin Sanyal 
arrived in Punjab to organise a revolt on 21 February 1915. 
The revolution could not take place and several hundred 
revolutionaries were prosecuted and convicted. 

The Ghadar Party worked in America upto 1931. With 
the emergence of Gandhiji as the foremost leader of the 
Indian freedom struggle the revolutionary activities gradually 
declined. But the 1942 rebellion, the saga of the Indian National 
Army of Subhas Chandra Bose and the Mutiny in the Indian 
Navy in 1946 were clear indications that violence or the 
threat of violence always existed in the background and 
influenced the British decision to quit India in 1947. 


Komagata Maru 


The story of Komagata Maru is an important episode in the 
revolutionary movement of India. The Komagata Maru was 
a Japanese ship commissioned by one Baba Gurdit Singh 
to transport Indian immigrants to Canada. There were 376 
passengers in the steamer. They reached Vancouver in British 
Columbia on 23 May, 1914. The Canadian authorities did 
not allow the passenger to disembark. After two months of 
wrangling the ship was compelled to return to Calcutta. 
The British authorities in India also did not give the passengers 
any facility. They were rounded up and bundled off to 
Punjab. The Government was afraid of conspiracy. The cruel 
treatment of the Komagata Maru passengers aroused the 
indignation of Indians. 
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Money was required for maintaining the activities of the 
revolutionaries. At first, subscription from friends and patrons 
sufficed for the purpose. But as the activity grew this source 
proved very inadequate and the need was felt for entering 
money from the rich and the affluent. This was regarded 
by the revolutionaries as forced taxes from those who are 
in a position to pay. Sometimes they treated such money 
as ‘forced loan’ to be repaid with interest when ‘Swaraj’ 
was established in India.” R.C. Majumdar, History of the 
Freedom Movement in India, Vol. I, Calcutta, 1963, p. 266. 
Ramosis used to serve in the minor ranks of the police in 
the Maratha administration and had risen in revolt against 
the British in 1826. They wave a turbulent class and carried 
on depredations during the British rule for three years 
before they could be subdued. Phadke recruited a large 
number of them. The Ramosis were not inspired by any 
patriotic ideas and merely looked for their personal interests. 
Phadke was disillusioned by the conduct of the Ramosis. 
Bhawani Mandir published in 1905, gives detailed plan of 
establishing a religious sanctuary as a centre of revolutionary 
activities. This was to be a centre of a new order of political 
devotees. There devotees were expected to lead the life of 
Brahmachari. They could return to the life a householder 
when the object was achieved. They object was the freedom 
of India from the foreign yoke. The book lays main stress 
on the glorification of Kali under the names of Sakti and 
Bhawani. The central idea of the book was taken from 
Bankim Chandra’s Ananda Matha. 

The Bartman Rajniti was published in 1907 by Abinash 
Chandra Bhattacharya. The book is an eloquent plea for 
military training and the necessity of war for the achievement 
of India’s freedom. 

R.C. Majumdar, op. cit., 283. 

R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India, 
Vol. II, Calcutta, 1963, pp. 287-88. 

Ibid., pp. 288-91. 
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The courage and self-sacrifice of Gopinath Saha were highly 
praised. The Bengal Provincial Conference of the Congress 
Party passed a resolution in his praise C.R. Das moved a 
similar resolution at the all India Congress Committee where 
it was narrowly defeated. 

R.C. Majumdar, op. cit., pp. 447-453. 
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Baba Gurdit Singh has published an account of the voyage 
in the form of a book. According to him the treatment 
which the passengers received at Budge-Budge, Calcutta 
was very harsh. The passengers were not given time to 
settle their affairs. All their luggages were taken by the 
police, to be returned only after they had reached Punjab. 
Since the passengers did not want to go to Punjab they 
were fired upon. What took place at Budge-Budge was not 
a riot but a cruel massacre which can be placed in the same 
category as that at Jallianwala Bagh. | 


v4 


Early Life of Subhas Chandra Bose 


Genes Chandra Bose was born on 23 January, 1897, at 
aADNCuttack in Orrisa of respectable middle-class Bengali, 
parents. He was brilliant in his studies and passed his B.A. 
examination in 1919. He was sent to England for competing 
in the Indian Civil Service Examination. He did so and stood 
fourth in order of merit. Subhas Bose could not reconcile 
himself to the idea of serving foreign master and he resigned 
from the ICS. He returned to India in 1921 and joined the 
non-cooperation movement under the leadership of C.R. Das.’ 

Subhas was first put into prison for six months in 
December, 1921.* Thereafter he was imprisoned eleven times. 

Subhas showed great organising capacity as the Executive 
officer of the Calcutta corporation in 1924. From October, 
- 1924 to May, 1926 he was detained in Mandalay in Burma.’ 

Subhas was opposed to the right-wing leaders of the 
Congress Party whom he considered too moderate. He was 
vehemently offered to the continuance of the British rule in 
India in any form. As early as 1928 Subhas opposed the 
Dominion States resolution at the Calcutta session of the 
Congress. 


86 A Dictionary of Freedom Fighters 


Subhas became the President of the Congress in 1938 at 
its Haripura session.’ He was again elected President of the 
Tripuri session of the Congress inspite of the opposition of 
Mahatma Gandhi who had favoured Pattabhi Sitaramayya 
for the high office.» Subhas did not receive full cooperation 
from the majority of the Working Committee Members and 
had to resign from the office in April 1939.° 

When the Second World War broke out in 1939. Subhas 
believed that India should take the fullest advantage of the 
international situation and secure the armed help of the 
Axis Powers who were inimical to Britain. The British 
Government looked upon Subhas as the most dangerous 
politician and imprisoned him in July, 1940. Bose threatened 
to fast in December, 1940.’ He was let out in strict surveillance 
and kept under house arrest from where he escaped on 17 
January 1941.° Bose proceeded by car to Gomoh. He went 
by railway train to Peshawar. He crossed the Indian border 
on foot and went to Kabul in a Car. He them proceeded to 
Russia with an Italian passport and on 28 March from Moscow 
to Berlin. 


Subhas Bose in Germany 


Subhas Bose was well received in Germany by Ribbentrop, 
the foreign minister of Hitler. He met Hitler only once on 
27 May, 1942. Bose started broadcasting anti-British 
propaganda. He raised Free Indian units from Indian prisoners 
of war in Germany.’ 


The Formation of Indian National Army 


There were about 3 million Indians living in South East 
Asia during the 2nd World War. These Indians were settled 
in Burma, Malaya, Thailand, Indo-China, Philippines, Japan, 
China, Borneo, Sumatra, Java, Hong Kong and Singapore. 
When Japan conquered one territory after another, Indians 
of there areas organised themselves into associations. Out 
of these associations was born the idea of an Indian 
Independence League under the leadership of the great Indian 
revolutionary Rash Behari Bose who had settled in Japan 


The Saga of INA 87 


and become a Japanese citizen. He called a conference of 
these associations at Tokyo in 28-30 March, 1942. 

The Tokyo Conference decided to establish an Indian 
National Army under the command of Indian Officers. It 
decided to set up an Indian Independence League and hold 
another Conference of Indians at Bangkok (Thailand) in June. 

The Conference was held at Bangkok from 15 June to 22 
June, 1942. It was attended by 100 delegates. It inaugurated 
the Indian Independence League with the object of achieving 
freedom for India. The Conference in all passed 35 resolutions. 
In one of its resolutions it invited Subhas Chandra Bose to 
come to East Asia and take Command of the Indian liberation 
movement. The Bangkok Conference was also attended by 
the Indian Soldiers who had been captured by the Japanese. 
These soldiers numbered about 40,000. Captain Mohan Singh 
emerged as their leader. Mohan Singh participated at the 
Tokyo as well as the Bangkok Conference. He was designated 
as the Commander-in-Chief of the proposed Indian National 
Army. On 1 September, 1942 the Indian National Army was 
formally established. 

The I.N.A. could not make much progress in the initial 
stage: Mohan Singh quarrelled with the Japanese military 
officers and was arrested. Things started to move only when 
Subhas Bose arrived on the scene in 13 June, 1943. He was 
received by the Japanese Premier Tojo who encouraged to 
him to form a Provisional Government. Tojo made a 
declaration in the Japanese Parliament that Japan would 
enable India to achieve full independence.” 

Bose went to Singapore on 2 July, 1943. On 4 July, 1943 
Rash Behari Bose handed over the leadership of the Indian 
Independence Movement in East Asia to Subhas Bose." 
Subhas Bose took command of the I.N.A. and formed a 
Provisional Government of Free India.'* He gave to the I.N.A. 
the rousing war cry of CHALO DILLI (On to Delhi) and 
TOTAL MOBILIZATION. He reorganised the I.N.A. and the 
Civil Administration and also formed a women’s regiment 
called Rani of Jhansi Regiment under Captain Lakshmi 
Swaminathan. 

On 23 October, 1943 the Provincial Government declared 
war on Britain and U.S.A. In a few days, the nine world 
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powers—Japan, Germany, Italy, Croatia, Burma, Thailand, 
Nationalist China, the Philippines and Manchuria accorded 
their recognition to the Provisional Government. Japan handed 
over the Andaman and Nicobar Islands to the Provisional 
Government. These islands were renamed Shahid and Swaraj 
Islands. ) 

The Provisional Government faced the problem of money 
and materials. Netaji set up Boards of Management for Rising 
Funds. Indians held to declare their arrests to there Boards. 
Levies from ten to twenty percent were imposed and collected 
with progressive vigour. 


The I.N.A. Campaign 


The Japanese army officers were not willing to assign a 
fighting role to the ILN.A. They wanted Netaji to play a role 
of a fifth columnist. This was not acceptable to him and he 
proudly stated that any liberation of India secured through 
Japanese sacrifices was worse than slavery. He insisted that 
freedom of India should be won only through the blood 
and sacrifices of the Indian soldiers. The Japanese army 
officers had to yield to the demand of Netaji and the I.N.A. 
regiments were employed in the war. 

There were in all four Brigades in the I.N.A, named 
after Gandhi, Azad, Nehru and Subhas himself. Subhas 
Brigade was placed under the command of Shahnawaz Khan. 

The Subhas Brigade fought bravely and captured Mowdok 
past on the Indian territory in May 1944. 


“The entry of the I.N.A. on Indian territory was a 
most touching scene. Soldiers laid themselves flat 
on the ground and passionately kissed the sacred 
social of their motherland which they had set out 
to liberate. A regular flag hoisting ceremony was 
held amidst great rejoicing and singing of the Azad 
Hind Fauz National Anthem.” 


There was difficulty of supply and fear of counter-attack 
of the British forces. As a result the Japanese army wanted 
to withdraw from Mowdok. The I.N.A. commander refused 
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to withdraw. His soldiers told him: 


“The Japanese can retreat because Tokyo lies that 
way; our goal—the Red Fort, Delhi—lies ahead of 
us. We have orders to get to Delhi. There is no going 
back for us.”" 


The I.N.A. captured Kohima in March, 1944. But it had 
to vacate it in the face of the onslaught of the British forces 
and worsening position of the Japanese army in June 1944. 

The British began their counter offensive in the cold 
season of 1944-45. The Japanese retreated, leaving Rangoon 
in the hands of the I.N.A. The British occupied Rangoon in 
May 1945. Netaji evacuated Rangoon and made a 300 mile 
non-stop journey to Bangkok. 

After the surrender of Japan to the Allied Forces, Netaji 
was obliged to take a plane from Singapore to Japan but his 
plane crashed at Taihoku in Farmosa and the he died on 18 
August 1945." 


The I.N.A. Trial 


The British Government charged the Captured I.N.A. soldiers 
of waging war against the King. The trial was held in Delhi's 
Red Fort. The first three accused were Capt. P.K. Sehgal, 
Capt. Shahnawaz Khan and Capt. G.S. Dhillon (one Hindu, 
one Muslim and one Sikh). The defence was ably organised 
by Bhulabhai Desai. Jawaharlal Nehru also appeared as a 
member of the defence in barrister’s attire. The trial evoked 
unprecedented enthusiasm. The people looked upon I.N.A. 
personnel as freedom fighters and national heroes. Leaders 
of all political parties unanimously demanded their release. 
The Court Martial found all the three officers guilty. But the 
Viceroy Lord Wavell sensing the mood of the nation remitted 
their sentences. 


Gandhiji and I.N.A. 


Subhas Bose’s escape to Germany had made a great impression 
in Gandhiji. He had not formerly approved many of Bose’s 
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actions, but now his outlook was changed. He admired the 
courage and resourcefulness that Bose had displayed in 
making his escape from India. His admiration for Bose 
consciously changed his view about the whole war situation. 
This admiration was also one of the factors which clouded 
the discussions during the Cripps Mission to India. Cripps 
complained to the then Congress President Maulana Azad 
that he had not expected a man like Gandhiji to speak in 
such glowing terms about Subhas Bose, who had openly 
sided with the Axis powers. In a conversation with an 
American journalist on the eve of launching the Quit India 
Movement, Gandhiji defended Bose as “a patriot of patriots.” 

Subhas Bose in a broadcast to Mahatma Gandhi on 6th 
July, 1944 had explained the circumstances leading to the 
formation of the Indian National Army and the Provincial 
Government. He told Mahatmaji that India’s last war of 
independence had begun. Troops of the Azad Hind Fauz 
were fighting bravely on the soil of India. Inspite of all 
difficulty and hardship they were pursuing forward, slowly 
but steadily. The armed struggle was to go on until the last 
Britisher was thrown out of India and the Tricolour National 
flag proudly fluttered over the Viceroy House in New Delhi. 
Bose addressed Gandhiji as “Father of our Nation”. He asked 
for his blessings and good wishes “in this holy war for 
India’s liberation.” 

During 1945 and 1946 Gandhiji gained personal 
knowledge of the exploits of Subhas Bose and his I.N.A. He 
paid unreserved tributes to them. He hailed Bose as “Netaji”. 
In Gandhiji’s opinion the greatest and the most lasting 
achievement of Netaji was that he abolished all distinctions 
of caste, creed and class. Bose was not a mere Hindu or a 
mere Bengali. He was an Indian first and last. What was 
more, fired all under him with the same zeal, so that they 
forgot in his presence all distinctions, and acted as one man. 

Gandhiji visited the I.N.A. prisoners in their detention 
camps more than once. In an address to them he observed: 


“Netaji was like a son to me. I came to know him 
as a lieutenant full of promise under the late 
Deshbandhu Das. His last message to the I.N.A. was 
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that whilst on foreign soil they had fought with 
arms, on their return to India they would have to 
serve the country as soldiers of non-violence under 
the guidance and leadership of Congress. 
“Though the I.N.A. failed in its immediate object, 
it has a lot to its credit of which it might well be 
proud. The greatest among its achievements was to 
gather together, under one banner, men from all 
religions and races of India, and to infuse in them 
the spirit of solidarity and oneness, to the utter 
exclusion of all communal and parochial sentiment. 
It is an example which we should all emulate.”’° 


Inspite of its failure in achieving the objective of 
independence the I.N.A. and its leader Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose occupy an important place in the freedom struggle of 
India. Their exploits proved beyond doubt that the British 
could no longer to trust the Indian troops. The British 
authorities realized that they were sitting on the brink of a 
volcano which could erupt at any moment This was one of 
the reasons for their final decision to quit India.” 

A moving tribute to I.N.A. and its soldiers has been 
paid in a commemoration monument which was built under 
the instructions of Subhas Bose at Singapore. A copied version 
from a reproduction of the Singapore monument outside 
Netaji Bhavan Calcutta reads as follows: | 


“The future generations of India who will be born, 
not as slaves but as free men because of your colossal 
sacrifice, will bless your names and proudly claim 
to the world that your, their forebears, fought and 
suffered reverses in the battles in Manipur, Assam 
and Burma, but through temporary failure you paved 
the way to ultimate success and glory.” 


References 


1. Subhas Bose met Mahatma Gandhi on the very day of his 
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words: ”...[ began to heap question upon question and the 
Mahatma replied with his habitual patience. There were 
three points which needed elucidation. First, how were the 
different activities conducted by the Congress going to 
culminate in the last stage of the campaign, namely the 
non-payment of taxes? Secondly, how could mere non- 
payment of taxes or Civil Disobedience force the Government 
to retire from the field and leave us with our freedom? 
Thirdly how could the Mahatma promise “Swaraj” (that 
is, Home Rule) within one year, as he had been doing since 
the Naghu Congress? 
“His reply to the first question satisfied me. 
“...Altogether his reply to the second question was 
disappointing and his reply to the third ... was by no 
means clear to me and personally speaking, I was prepared 
to work for a much longer period. However, I had no other 
course but to feel thankful for what I had been able to 
learn after an hour’s conversation. Though I tried to persuade 
myself at the time that there must have been a lack of 
understanding on my part, my reason told me clearly, again 
and again, that there was a deplorable lack of clarity in 
the plan which the Mahatma had formulated.” Dr. Y.P. 
Anand, The Essential Relationship Between Netaji Sublias Bose 
and Mahatma Gandhi—The Supreme Martyrs in India’s Freedom 
Struggle, National Gandhi Museum, New Delhi, 1997, p. 
Lp 
Janaki Nath Bose, the father of Subhas Bose, expressed his 
reaction over the imprisonment of Subhas to his elder son 
Sarat Chandra Bose in a letter dated 12 December, 1921. 
He said: “] am proud of Subhas and proud of you all...I 
am not at all sorry as I believe in the doctrine of sacrifice. 
In fact I was expecting it almost daily. Your mother has 
taken the incidert in a bold spirit and thinks that such 
sacrifices will ultimately laid to Swaraj. Please convey to 
dear Subhas our heart-felt blessings.” Quoted in Leonard 
A. Gordon, Brothers Against the Raj—Biography of Sarat and 
Subhas Chandra Bose, p. 89. 
Mahatma Gandhi while sending his message to Forward on 
10th October, 1925 had commented upon the imprisonment 
of Subhas Bose: 

“I wish Forward many happy returns. The longer young 
man like Subhas are demand the right of a fair trial and 
yet kept in a lock and key, the quicker is our pace towards 
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our goal. Fight for freedom is no mock affair. It is so real 
and so terrible that it will require the best of thousands 
of us let us not grudge the price.” M.K. Gavelli, Collected 
Works of Mahatma Gandhi; Vol 28. p. 311, Item no. 172, 
dated 10.10.1925. 

For the Presidential Address of Subhas Bose delivered at 
the Haripura Congress, see Varinder Grover (ed.), Subhas 
Chandra Bose, New Delhi, 1991, pp. 277-302. 

Gandhiji issued the following the statement on the election 
of Subhas Bose as the Congress President: 

“Shri Subhas Bose has achieved a decisive victory... And 
since I was instrumental in inducing Dr. Pattabhi not to 
withdraw,.... the defeat in more mine them his. It ts pain 
to me that the delegates do not approve of the principles 
and policy for which I stand.” Gandhiji, Collected Works, 
Vol. LXVIII, pp. 359-60. 

Gandhiji was harsh towards Subhas during this controversy. 
In one his statements he said: 

“The love of my conception, if it is as soft as a rose petal, 
can also be harder than mint. My wife has had to experience 
the hard variety. My eldest son is experiencing it even now. 
I had thought I had gained Subhas Babu for all time as 
a son. I have fallen from grace. I had the pain of wholly 
associating myself with the ban pronounced on him.” Haran, 
13.1.1940. 

Subhas Bose decided to go on hunger strike and on 26 
November, 1940 addressed a letter 16 the Governor of Bengal 
and his Ministers. In this better he iter alia stated: 
“The individual must die so that the nation may live. To 
day I must die so that India may win freedom and glory.” 
Subhas Chandra Bose, Crossroads, pp. 342-3. 

For the escape of Subhas Bose see Sisir Kumar Bose, the 
Great Escape, Netaji Research Bureau, Calcutta, 1975; Bhagat 
Ram Talwar, Tlie Talwars of Pathanland and Subhas Chandra’s 
Great Escape, People’s Publishing House, New Delhi, 1976; 
Uttam Chand, When Bose was Ziauddin, Rajkamal, Delhi, 
1946. 

For the activities of Subhas Chandra Bose in Germany see 
N.G. Ganpule, Netaji in Germany: A Little Known Chapter, 
Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan, Bombay, 1964. 

“Japan is firmly resolved to extend all means in order to 
help to expel and eliminate from India the Anglo-Saxon 
influences which are the enemy of the Indian people, and 
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enable India to achieve full independence in the true sense 
of the term”. Hugh Toye, Subhias Chandra Bose—The Springing 
LISET,. Di. dats 

Rash Behari Bose, in the course of a powerful speech said: 
“Friends and Comrades at arms...1 have brought you this 
present, Subhas Chandra Bose... symbolizes all that is best, 
noblest, the most daring and the most dynamic in the 
youth of India.....In your presence to day....[ resign my 
office as President of the Indian Independence League in 
East Asia. From now on, Subhas Chandra Bose is your 
President, your leader in the fight for India’s independence, 
and I am confident that...you will march on to the battle 
and to victory.” M. Sivram, The Road to Delhi, 1967, p. 122- 
he 

In his proclamation issued in 21 October, 1943, Subhas 
Bose described the duty of the Provisional Government of 
Free India as follows: 

“It will be the task of the provisional Government to launch 
and to conduct the struggle that will ring about the expulsion 
of the British and their allies from the soil of India. It will 
then be the task of the Provisional Government to bring 
about the establishment of a permanent National Government 
of Azad Hind constituted in accordance with the will of 
the Indian people and enjoying there confidence. After the 
British and their allies are overthrown and contel a permanent 
National Government of Azad Hind is set up on Indian 
soil the Provisional Government will administrate the affairs 
of the country in trust of the Indian people.” Quoted in 
R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India, 
Vol. III, Calcutta, 1962, p. 712. 

Major General Shah Nawaz Khan, I.N.A. and Its Netaji, 
Delhi, 1946, p. 116. 

Ibid., p. 118. 

The last words of Netaji to Col. Habibur Rahman who was 
only companion with him during his last moments were: 
“Habib, my end is coming very soon. I have fought all my 
life for my country’s freedom. Go and tell my countrymen 
to continue the fight for India’s freedom. India will be free, 
and before long.” Quoted by Vishwa Prakash Gupta and 
Monini Gupta, Subhas Chandra, Bose: Vyakti Aur Vichar, New 
Delhi, 1997, p. 202. 

Dr. Y.P. Anand, op. cit., p. 47. 


THE COMMUNAL QUESTION 


Ds: and rule has been the basis of colonial rule 
throughout history. This was the policy followed by 
British imperialism in India with disastrous consequences. 
Indian leaders failed to find a solution to this problem and 
this led to the partition of the country. The Indian National 
Congress was set up with the approval of the Viceroy Lord 
Dufferin. When the Congress given in power, the British 
used the Muslims as a counter-weight to the nationalist 
forces. The Muslim leadership played in the hands of the 
foreign masters and created constitutional deadlock. In course 
of time the Muslim League succeeded galvanizing Indian 
Muslims into a political force second only to the Congress 
with the result that both the Government and the Congress 
were compelled to consider the Muslim view-point before 
embarking upon any measure affecting the country. 


The Muslim Rule in India 


Muhammad Bin Qasim invaded Sindh in 712 A.D. 
Moahmmad of Ghazni mounted seventeen campaigns in 
Punjab, Sindh, Gujarat, and Uttar Pradesh from 1000 to 
1027 A.D. The victory of Muhammad Ghauri over Prithviraj 
Chauhan in 1192 heralded to establishment of regular Muslim 
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rule in India. The rule continued for about six centuries. 
The range can be divided into two parts—Sultanate period 
from 1192 to 1526 and the Mughal period from 1526 to 1857. 

There were certain oints of synthesis between Hindus 
and Muslims during the medieval India,’ but by and large 
they remained antagonistic to each other. The traditional 
Hindu aversion to Muslim rule was voiced by Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy: 


“the greater part of Hindustan having been for several 
centuries subject to Mahammadan Rule, the civil 
and religious rights of its original in habitants were 
constantly trampled upon, and from the habitual 
oppression of the conquerors, a great body of their 
subjects in the Southern Peninsula (Dakhin), 
afterwards called Marhattas, and another body in 
the western parts now styled Sikhs, were at last 
driven to revolt; and when the Musalman power 
became feeble, they ultimately succeeded in 
establishing their independence; but the Natives of 
Bengal wanting vigour of body, and adverse to active 
exertion, remained during the whole period of the 
Muhammedan conquest faithful to the existing 
Government, although their property was often 
plundered, their religion insulted, and their blood 
waterly shed. Divine Providence at last, in its abundant 
energy, stirred up the English nation to break the 
yoke of these tyrants, and to receive the oppressed 
Natives of Bengal under its protection.’ 


Dwarkanath Tagore has also expressed the same feelings: 


“The present characteristic failings of natives are 
want of truth, a want of integrity, a want of 
independence. These were not the characteristics of 
former days, before the religion was corrupted and 
education had disappeared. It is to the Mohammedan 
conquest that these evils are owing and they are the 
inevitable results of the loss of liberty and national 
degradation. The Mohammedans introduced in this 
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country are the vices of an ignorant, intolerant and 
licentious soldiery, the utter destruction of learning 
and science was an invariable part of their system, 
and the conquered, no longer able to protect their 
lives by arms and independence, fell into opposite 
extremes of abject submission, deceit and fraud-Such 
has been the condition of the Nations of Hindustan 
for centuries. 


The Muslims during the Muslim rule of six Centuries 
had all the advantages affertaining to the ruling class. R.M. 
Sayani in his Presidential address at the twelfth Indian 
National Congress held in Calcutta in 1896, had explained 
the position as follows: 


“The Sovereign and the chiefs were their co- 
religionists, and so were the great landlords and the 
great officials. The court language was their own. 
Every place of trust and responsibility for carrying 
influence and high emoluments was by birth right 
theirs. The Hindus did occupy some position but 
the Hindu holders of position were but the tenants- 
at-will of the Mussalmans...”* 


Decline of Muslims Under British Rule 


The establishment of the British rule in India caused a decline 
in the position of the Indian Muslims. The East India Company 
feared the Muslims as they had been the rulers of the country. 
In the early period, the Government of the East India Company 
tried to suppress the Muslims and leaned upon Hindu 
support. Lord Ellenborough thought that the Muslims were 
fundamentally hostile to the British. Therefore, their policy 
was to conciliate the Hindus.° 

The British policy led to the economic ruin of the Muslims. 
They became a ruined race under the British rule. They 
were excluded from Government employment and were 
practically debarred from entering the army. 

The introduction of the English system of education 
hastened the cultural decline of the Muslims. The Muslims, 
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being conservative, showed little interest in western education. 
As compared to the Muslims, Hindus gravitated towards 
new education and derived benefits from it. They also 
developed political consciousness much more quickly than 
their Muslim compatriots. 

The discontent among the Muslims found expression in 
the Wahabi movement The Wahabis organised peasant revolts 
in Bengal, Bihar, Punjab and North West Frontier Province. 
The movement was one of the earliest anti-British movements 
in the political history of India in the second half of the 
eighteenth and the early nineteenth centuries.° 

Indian Muslims played a prominent part in the 1857 
revolt. The last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar was 
declared to be the supreme leader of the rebellion. Both 
Hindus and Muslims fought under his banner. The rebellion 
failed and the Muslims were made the special target of the 
bureaucratic wrath. 

The British Government changed its policy towards the 
Muslims after 1871. It was at this time that Sir William Hunter 
published his book The Indian Mussalmans. The rise of Indian 
Nationalism forced the British Government to emphasise 
on Anglo-Muslim collaboration: Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan 
played a prominent part changing the outlook of the Muslims 
towards the English. He started the Aligarh movement, and 
founded the Mohammadan Anglo-Oriental College. He stood 
apart from the Indian National Congress and persuaded the 
Muslims to withhold support from the nationalist movement. 
Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan even looked upon the system of 
representative government demanded by the Congress as 
dangerous to the interests to the Muslims. He said: 


“In a country like India where homogeneity does 
not exist in any of these fields (nationality, religion, 
ways of living customs, mores, culture, and historic 
traditions, the introduction of representative 
government cannot produce any beneficial results; 
it can only result in interfering with the peace and 
prosperity of the land.... The aims and objects of the 
Indian National Congress are based upon an ignorance 
of history and present day realities; they do not take 
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into consideration that India is inhabited by different 
nationalities.....1 consider the experiment which the 
Indian National Congress wants to make frought 
with dangers and suffering for all the nationalists 
of India, specially for the Muslims. The Muslims are 
in a minority, but they are a highly exalted minority. 
At least traditionally they are prone to take the sword 
in hand when the majority oppresses them.°® 


The two Principals of the M.A.O. College—Mr. Beck and 
Mr. Archibold helped in the organisation of Muslim 
communalism as an effective counter-weight to Indian 
nationalism. Mr. Beck was instrumental in the establishment 
of the Mohammaden Anglo-Oriental Defence Association in 
1893. The association aimed at the protection of the political 
rights of the Muslim community. In 1906 Mr. Archibold 
promoted a Muslim Deputation to wait upon the Viceroy 
Lord Minto with a demand for separate electorates. Minto 
readily agreed to this demand and even persuaded the 
Secretary of State for India Mr. Morley to fall in line with 
him. The leaders of the Muslim Deputation set up the All 
India Muslim League in 1906.’ From its very inception the 
Muslim League took on uncompromising attitude towards 
the question of the communal representation. The communal 
electorates were conceded in Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909. 


A Period of Hindu-Muslim Accord 


The post-Morley-Minto Reforms period was marked by 
Hindu-Muslim accord. The influence of some new Muslim 
leaders like Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Maulana Mohammad 
Ali; Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. Ansari, 
and Maulana Shibli Mohani was largely responsible for this 
change. This Hindu-Muslim accord led to the Congress- 
League pact of 1916. The Congress accepted separate 
electorates and representation which it had been opposing. 
The Government of India Act of 1919 not only retained the 
system of separate electorates for the Muslims but extended 
it to Sikhs, Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians. 


= 
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Mahatma Gandhi emerged at the centre-stage of Indian 
polities in 1920. He espoused the Muslim cause of Khilafat 
and started the Non-Cooperation Movement with a view to 
securing the return of Khilafat and Punjab wrongs and 
achieving Swaraj within a year. 

The sudden stoppage of the Non-Cooperation movement 
as a result of the Chauri-Chaura incident brought the 
Congress-League alliance to a close. Towards the end of 
1921, the Moplah rising occurred in Malabar which took a 
communal turn.'® In the view of a number of competent 
observers the growth of religious element in Indian politics 
was not a healthy development." 

Mahatma Gandhi attended the Second Round Table 
Conference in 1931. The Communal deadlock could not be 
resolved at the Conference. The British Government published 
the Communal Award in August 1932. The Award extended 
the separate electorates even for the depressed classes. 
' Mahatma Gandhi went in hunger strike to undo the mischief 
of the communal Award which aimed to disrupt the Hindu 
Community. The Poona Pact struck a middle path between 
separate and joint electorate and prevented the depressed 
classes from going out of the Hindu fold. 


The Two-Nation Theory 


Till 1938 the vocal demands of Muslim communalism were 
confined to separate electorates, weighted representation in 
legislatures and reservation in public services. From 1938 
onwards the Muslim League started the demand for partition 
of India on the basis of Two-Nation Theory. M.A. Jinnah 
explained this demand in his Presidential address to the 
Lahore session of the Muslim League in 1940. 
Jinnah said: 


“They (Islam and Hinduism) are not religions in the 
strict sense of the word but are, in part, different 
and distinct social orders, and it is a dream that 
Hindus and Muslims can ever evolve a common 
nationality. The Hindus, and Muslims belong to two 
different religions, philosophies, social customs, 
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literatures. They neither inter-marry non inter-dine 
together and, indeed, they belong to two different 
civilizations. Their aspects on life and of life are 
different. It is quite clear that Hindus and Musalmans 
derive their inspiration from different sources history. 
They have different epics, different heroes, different 
episodes. Very often the hero of one is the foe of the 
other and likewise their victories and defeats overlap. 
To yoke together two such nations under a single 
state, me as a numerical minority, and one as a 
numerical majority, must lead to growing discontent 
and final destruction of any fabric that may be built 
up destruction for the government of such a state.””* 


The two-nation theory was based on religion. It overlooked 
geographical and social factors which cut across religion 
divisions. 

The Muslim League demanded a mammoth Pakistan 
comprising the North West Frontier Province, Punjab, Sind 
and Baluchistan in the North-West and Bengal and Assam 
in the North-East. Several section of the Muslim community 
opposed the demand. The Congress was wedded to the ideal 
of a united India. The Cripps Formula (1942) indirectly 
recognised the Muslim demand for Pakistan but it was rejected 
both by the Congress and the League. The Muslim League 
propaganda of communal hate created a tense situation and 
the’country seemed to be drifting towards a civil war. The 
Muslim League fought the 1946 elections on the issue of 
Pakistan and captured 446 out of 495 Muslim seats failing 
only in North West Frontier Province. 

The League grew in strength during World War II (1939- 
45) largely because the Congress had gone into political 
wilderness and Government gave covert help to the League. 
By 1944 the League had a membership of some three million. 
Its organization had penetrated the countryside. Those who 
were opposed to it were not considered Muslims by their 
_co-reiigionists. Jinnah emerged as the all powerful leader 
and the League adopted the Nazi techniques of relentless 
propaganda based on false promises. The watch-word of 
pan-Islamism” and slogans like ‘Islam is in danger’ played 
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significant role in whipping up fanaticism among the Muslim 
masses. The Cabinet Mission rejected the demand for Pakistan 
and prepared the establishment of a Constituent Assembly 
to frame a constitution for India. The League representatives 
boycotted the constituent Assembly. They joined the interim 
Government headed by Jawaharlal Nehru but did not allow 
to work it smoothly. The Direct Action campaign by the 
Muslim League started a chain of large scale communal 
riots. The British Government announced its plan to withdraw 
from India by June 1948. Lord Mountbatten changed the 
date to 15 August 1947. India was partitioned on the basis 
of his June 3rd plan. 


The Hindu Mahasabha 


The Hindu Mahasabha was set up in 1910 at Allahabad as 
a reaction to the Muslim League. In its formative stage, the 
Mahasabha derived a great deal of strength from Arya Samaj. 
In early 1920, the Mahasabha had twin objects—shuddh1 
(reconversion to the Hindu fold) and Sangathan (Hindu unity). 
Its early leaders were swami Shraddhananda, Lala Lajpat Rai 
and Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya. Swami Shradhananda 
was murdered in 1926 by a fanatic Muslim. Under the 
leadership of Bhai Parmanand (1874-1947) and Dr. B.S. Moonje 
(1872-1948) the Party acquired a more aggressive character. 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya and M.S. Aney formed the 
Congress Nationalist Party to fight the communal Award. The 
Party acted as a powerful pressure group within the Congress. 

The Mahasabha vigorously opposed Communal 
electorates as well as Communal representation in national 
institutions and public services. It considered them harmful 
to the wider national interests. 

During the post-1937 period, the Hindu Mahasabha grew 
into strength. It was represented in the Governor General's 
Executive Council in 1940. The Mahasabha was ignored in 
the Simla Conference in 1945. It was completely routed in 
the 1945-46 general elections to the central and provincial 
legislatures. It was not much in evidence during the Cabinet 
Mission plan negotiations, formation of the Interim 
Government or Transfer of Power." 
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The Moplah Rebellion of 1921 occurred due to the oppression 
of the Police as well as the landlords. The rebellion claimed 
forcible conversions, looting and plunder of the property 
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PARTITION AND 
INDEPENDENCE 


Gandhiji-Jinnah Talks (1944) 


Pes last phase of India’s struggle for freedom started 
with the release of Mahatma Gandhi from the prison 
on 6 May, 1944. Gandhiji had lost his trusted secretary 
Mahadev Desai! and his wife Kasturba? in Jail. He had 
undertaken 21 days fast from 10 February to 3 March 1943. 

When Gandhiji came out of jail, the political atmosphere 
of the country had considerably changed. The Muslim League 
under M.A. Jinnah had gained in strength during the war 
years. It was clear to Gandhiji that no fruitful discussions 
for Indian independence could be held with the British 
Government without the Cooperation of the Muslim League. 
Accordingly Gandhiji carried on negotiations with Jinnah 
regarding Pakistan from 9 September to 27 September, 1944 
at the latter’s residence at Malabar Hill in Bombay. Jinnah 
wanted Pakistan first and independence later. Gandhiji insisted 
on independence first and secession later. Gandhiji also 
insisted that all inhabitants of Muslim-majority provinces 
in North-West and North-East India should decide through 
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a plebiscite if they wanted to seceede from India. Jinnah 
wanted that only the Muslims should have a right to 
participate in the plebiscite. The talks failed to achieve any 
positive result.’ 


Simla Conference (June 1945) 


The tide of war turned in favour of the Allies in 1944. The 
German resistance had ‘collapsed and Japan had been driven 
out from Burma and South-East Asia. The Tory-Labour 
wartime coalition had broken up on 25 May, 1945 and general 
elections had been announced for 25 July. The British 
Government now decided to reconstitute the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council Excepting the Viceroy and the Commander- 
in-chief its other members were to be representatives of 
political parties. There was to be equal proportion of Hindu 
and Muslim members on the Council. Lord Wavell convened 
a conference of various political parties at Simla.* Gandhiji 
was present at Simla while the conference was in session 
but he did not attend it. The Congress and the Muslim 
League could not reach an amicable settlement. The Muslim 
league insisted on nominating the Muslim members of the 
Executive Council. The Congress asserted its national character 
and wanted to appoint at least one Muslim member. The 
parleys failed. 

The failure of the conference immensely strengthened 
the position of the Muslim League. It could now make or 
break the constitutional progress of India. The Government 
gave it the power to veto any constitutional proposal which 
was not to its liking. 


The Labour Government in Britain 


The General Elections held in Britain in July 1945 brought 
the Labour Party in power. For the first time in its history 
the labour Party secured a clear majority and Clement Attlee” 
became the Prime Minister. Lord Pethick Lawrence was 
appointed as Secretary of State for India. 

The war had exhausted the manpower and economic 
resources of Britain. It bought out a radical change in power- 
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equation. Britain lost her position as a first-rate world power. 
This position was now taken by America followed by Soviet 
Russia. The Labour Party had been a supporter of India’s 
freedom. Britain, even if it wanted, could not keep India in 
bondage as it could no longer rely on the Indian soldiers.° 
The Indian masses were now wide awake as had been 
demonstrated by the events of 1942. 


Elections in India 


Elections in India were held towards the end of 1945. The 
results for the Central Legislative Assembly were as follows: 
Congress 57; Muslim League 30; Independents 5; Akali Sikhs 
2; and Europeans 8. The election results to the Provincial 
Legislatures were also on the similar lines. Of the eleven 
Provinces, the League could form ministers only in Sind 
and Bengal. In all other provinces except. Punjab the Congress 
formed the ministries. In Punjab, a Coalition of the Congress 
Akali Sikhs and the Unionists formed the ministry under 
Khizr Hayat Khan. The election results proved that the 
Congress and the Muslim League were the only two parties 
that counted in the country. 


The Navy Revolt 


An important development in early 1946 was the revolt of 
the Royal Indian Navy. It started on 18 February, 1946 and 
assumed serious proportions. The revolt had started against 
untold handships, disparity regarding pay and food and 
the most outrageous racial discrimination. It was largely 
due to the efforts of Vallabhbhai Patel that on 23 February 
the ratings surrendered. There were wide-spread disturbances 
in sympathy of the naval mutiny. The police had to open 
fire a number of times. Over 200 people were killed.® 


The Cabinet Mission 
On 19 February, 1946 the British Government announced its 


decision to send out to India a special mission consisting 
of three Cabinet ministers to make an agreement with Indian 
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leaders. The members of the Mission were to be Lord Pethick 
Lawrence, Secretary of State for India, Sir Stafford Cripps, 
President of the Board of Trade and A.V. Alexander, First 
Lord of the Admiralty. The Cabinet Mission arrived in India 
on 23 March 1946. It held meetings with the leaders of the 
Congress, the Muslim League and other sections of public 
opinion. The Mission published its proposals on 16 May, 
1945. The major recommendations of the Mission were: 


- 


The Mission rejected the demand for Pakistan as it 
could not provide an acceptable solution for the 
communal problem. 

The Mission proposed a Federal Union of India 
including British Indian provinces and Indian States. 
The Union of India would be free to go out of the 
British Commonwealth. 

The Mission recommended the setting of a Constituent 
Assembly. The Constituent Assembly was to be elected 
by the provincial legislative assemblies. The assemblies 
were to vote separately on religion basis in the 
proportion of one representative for each million of 
the population. 

The Constituent Assembly was required to frame a 
constitution for India. The Union of India was to 
control Foreign Affairs, Defence and Communications. 
All other subjects and all residuary powers were to 
be vested in the provinces. 

The Cabinet Mission proposed the setting up of an 
interim Government. In the Interim Government all 
the portfolios inckeding that of War Member were 
to be held by the Indian leaders. 

The Cabinet Mission recommended three groupings 
of the provinces in Sections A, B, and C. Section A 
comprised Bombay, Bihar, Central Provinces, Madras, 
Orrisa and United Provinces. Section B included North 
West Frontier, Punjab and Sind. Section C was 
composed of Assam and Bengal. The Mission 
proposed that after a preliminary session of the 
Constituent Assembly the provincial delegates were 
to meet in the above Sections. The Sections were to 
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determine whether the provinces concerned would 
form groups empowered to deal with any provincial 
Subjects. In nutshell, the Mission proposed a three 
tier constitution—at the top the Union of India, at 
‘the bottom provinces. At the middle groups of 
provinces which could unite together to carry out 
some common service. 


The proposals of the Cabinet Mission regarding the 
grouping of the provinces were ambiguous. The Congress 
thought that the formation of groups was voluntary. The 
Muslim League insisted that the formation of the groups 
was an essential part of the whole scheme. The British 
government supported the view of the Muslim League in 
this respect.’ 


Direct Action Day By Muslim League 


The Muslim League fixed 16 August, 1946 as the Direct 
Action Day to bring pressure upon the Government to 
accepted the demand of Pakistan. The observance of the 
Direct Action Day started an orgy of violence in Calcutta 
and Sylhet. In Calcutta 7,000 people were reported to have 
been killed.’ 


The Constituent Assembly 


The elections to the Constituent Assembly were held in 
July, 1946. The Congress won 205 British India seats and the 
Muslim League secured 73. The first meeting of the 
Constituent Assembly was held on a December, 1946. The 
Muslim League boycotted it.” 


The Interim Government 


The Interim Government assumed office on 2 September, 
1946. The Muslim League had initially refused to join the 
Interim Government but later on it decided to join it and 
sent 5 representatives. The personnel and the portfolios of 
the 14 member Government were: 
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Jawaharlal Nehru — Vice-President of the Executive 
Council, External Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations. 


Vallabhbhai Patel — Home, Information and 
Broadcasting 

Baldev Singh — Defence 

Dr. John Mathai — Industries and Supplies 

C. Rajgopalachari — Education 

C.H. Bhabha — Works, Mines and Power 

Rajendra Prasad — Food and Agriculture 

Asaf Ali — Railways 

Jagjivan Ram — . Labour 

Liaquat Ali Khan — Finance 

I.I. Chundrigar — Commerce 

Abdur Rab Nishtar — Communications 

Ghazanfar Ali Khan — Health 

Jogendra Nath Mandal — Law 


The Muslim League ministers in the Interim Government 
did not act on the principle of joint responsibility the to like 
of the Government proved traumatic. The 1947-48 Budget 
presented by Liaquat Ali Khan proposed a 25% tax on all 
business profits of more than Rs. 100,000. It created dissension 
in the Congress as Hindu capitalists largely financed it.’ 


The British Decision to Quit India 


The Congress-League coalition in the Interim Government 
did not work Smoothly. The communal situation deteriorated 
and there were large-scale riots in different parts of India. 
The British Government to came to the conclusion that the 
situation in India had gone out of control. It decided to quit 
India, by a date not later than June 1948.” It recalled Lord 
Wavell and sent Lord Mountbatten” as the new Viceroy. 


June 3rd Plan 
Lord Mountbatten was sworn in as Governor-General on 24 


March, 1947. He was instructed to aim at establishing a 
government in India on the basis of the Cabinet Mission 
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Plan of 16 May, 1946. He was to treat the Interim government 
with the same consideration as a Dominion Government 
and to give it the greatest possible freedom in the day-to- 
day administration of the country. The Governor-General 
was expected to maintain the closest relations with Indian 
leaders. It was his duty to assure that the transfer of power 
was effected with full regard to the defence requirements 
of India. There was to be no breach in the continuity and 
organization the army. The new Viceroy was assured that 
he would have the authority to decide matters without 
constant reference to London. 

Lord Mountbatten after holding detailed discussions with 
Indian leaders came to the conclusion that partition of the 
country was inevitable. He announced his plan on 3 June, 
1947. The plan contemplated the establishment of two separate 
Dominions, India and Pakistan, and provided for the division 
of Bengal and Punjab. It also advanced the date of the British 
Withdrawal from India to 15 August, 1947. Under the 
Mountbatten Award the representatives of the Muslim and 
non-Muslim majority districts in the Legislative Assemblies 
of Bengal and Punjab were required to vote separately on 
the question of their going to India or Pakistan. The North- 
West Frontier and Sylhet were to decide their future by 
means of referenda based on adult suffrage. In Sind the 
Legislative Assembly was to vote as a whole on the issue. 
Baluchistan was asked to determine its future trhough a 
joint meeting of its representative institution. 

The All India Congress Committee met at New Delhi on 
14 and 15 June 1947 and accepted partition of India. Pandit 
Govind Vallabh Pant moved the solution in then A.I.C.C. 
and said: 


“This was the only way to achieve freedom and 
liberty for the country. It would assure an Indian 
Union with a strong Centre.... The Congress had 
worked hard and sacrificed everything for the sake 
of unity. But there was a limit beyond which it would 
not go. The choice today was between accepting the 
statement of June 3 or commiting suicide.” 
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Among the opponents of the resolution, the most 
impressive speech was that of Purshottam Das Tandon. He 
said that the acceptance of the resolution would be an abject 
surrender to the British and the Muslim League. The decision 
to accept partition was an admission of weakness. It was 
the result of a sense of despair. The partition was not going 
to benefit any community.’ 

Gandhiji also spoke in the meeting. He advised the House 
to accept the resolution. He said that the consequences of 
the rejection would be the finding of a new set of leaders.” 

Nehru also spoke in the meeting. He asserted that the 
most urgent task was to arrest the swift drift towards anarchy 
and chaos by establishing a strong central government. In 
his view partition was better than murder of innocent 
citizens.'® 

Sardar Valabhbhai Patel also extended his full support 
to the June 3 Plan.! 

The resolution of Pant when put to vote was carried, 
157 for it, 29 against and 32 members remaining neutral.” 

The council of the All India Muslim League met in New 
Delhi on 10 June and accepted the 3 June Plan for the partition 
of India.”! 

The western districts of Punjab and eastern districts of 
Ben zal voted for Pakistan. North-West Frontier Province, 
Sind and Baluchistan also joined Pakistan. 


Indian Independence Act, 1947 


The British Parliament .passed the Independence Act, in 
Julv, 1947. It contained the following broad provisions. 


1. The Act created two sovereign States of India and 
Pakistan from 15 August, 1947 and conferred 
Dominion Status on both. 

2. The British Government would transfer power to 
the Constituent Assemblies of the two Dominions. 
The Dominions could frame any Constitution for 
their countries. 

3. Each Dominion would have a Governor-General 
appointed by the British King on the advice of the 
dominion Cabinet. 
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4. 


- 


The Governor-General and the Governors would act 
on the advice of their ministers. 

The Constituent Assembly of each Dominion was to 
act as its Legislature. All restrictions on its powers 
were removed. 

The legislature of each Dominion was to have full 
legislative authority. No Act of the British Parliament 
passed after 15 August, 1947 was to entered to either 
Dominion unless it was so entered by a law of its 
Legislature. 7 

The Act abolished the office of the Secretary of State 
for India. 

Pending the framing of the new constitution, the 
Government of India Act, of 1935 was to remain the 
Organic law of India. Subject to suitable modifications. 
British paramountcy lapsed over the Indian States. 
They were left free to determine their future relations 
with the two Dominions. 


The Bill was rushed through British Parliament in the 
short span of 12 days. It received royal assent on 18 July, 


1947. 


The Transfer of Power 


The Constituent Assembly of India met in Delhi on the 
night of 14 August, 1947. In an atmosphere tense with 
excitement Nehru delivered his Tryst with Destiny speech 
in which he said: 


“At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world 
sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom. A moment 
comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we 
step out from the old to the new, when an age ends, 
and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, 
finds utterance. It is fitting that at this solemn moment 
we take the pledge of dedication to the service of 
India and her people and to the still larger cause of 
humanity.” 
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August 15 was hailed with unprecedented joy all over 
India. There were tumultuous scenes of rejoicings through 
out the country. But Gandhiji was not happy. His last days 
were spent in great mental anguish. Hindu-Muslim Unity, 
non-violence, change of heart, all that he had taught 
throughout his life had come to a naught. It was a bewildering 
phenomenon. Gandhiji longed to see the day when India 
would set the example of non-violence to the world. What 
he saw now was just the opposite of it. The man who aspired 
to live for 125 years did not want to be a living witness of 
the fratricidal strife. When people congratulated him on his 
birthday, he asked: “where do congratulations come from? 
Would condolences be not more appropriate?” Anidst the 
encircling gloom, Gandhiji gloom liked to hear a song from 
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore Ekla Chalore (“Walk alone”). 
The song expressed some of his inner must feelings: 


If they answer not to thy call, 
Walk alone. 
If they tremble and cower mutely 
Facing the Wall, 
O thou of evil luck, 
Open thy mind and speak out alone. 
If, when crossing the wilderness, 
They turn away and desert you, 
O thou of evil luck, 
Trample the thorns under thy tread, 
And along the blood-strewn path, 
Walk alone. 
If, when the night is troubled 
With storm, 
They do not hold up the light, 
O thou of evil luck, 
With the thunder flame of pain, 
Ignite thine own heart, 
And let it burn alone. 


References 


1. Within a week of his imprisonment in the Aga Khan Palace 
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in Poona, Gandhiji lost his trusted private secretary Mahadeo 
Desai. Desai was competent, industrious and modest. 
Gandhiji called him his fifth son. He had joined Gandhiji 
in 1917 and constituted a perfect one man secretariat. 

2. Kasturba, wife and life long companion of Gandhiji passed 
away on 22 February 1944 in Aga Khan palace. The 62 
years married life had been a period of continued growth 
Inspite of inverse intellectual gap between the two, Gandhiji 
had tremendous respect for her. To a vast circle of disciples 
and to workers of her husband, she was ‘Ba’, the mother. 

3. Gandhiji’s discussion with Jinnah on the basis of the partition 

of India put the latter on a high pedestal and gave him 
a position of vantage in Muslim politics. In his entry for 
30 September, Wavell recorded in his Journal: 
“The Gandhi-Jinnah talks ended on a note of complete 
futility. I did not accepted statesmanship or a practical 
solution, but I did think the two would have got down to 
something, if only the best way to embarrass the Government 
of India. Anything so barren, as their exchange of letters 
is a deplorable exposure of Indian leadership. The two 
great mountains have met and not even a ridiculous mouse 
has emerged?” 

4. Invitees to the conference included the premiers of British 
Indian provinces where popular ministries were functioning, 
ex-Premiers of provinces ruled by the Governor, the 
Presidents of the Congress and the Muslim League, the 
deputy leaders of the Congress and Muslim League parties 
in the Central Legislative Assembly and their respective 
leaders in the Council of State, leaders of the Nationalist 
Party and of the European group in the Assembly, one 
representative of the Scheduled Castes and the Sikhs. 

5. Attlee (1883-1967) was Deputy Prime Minister during the 
war in the Coalition Government headed by Churchill. As 
Prime Minister (1945-51) he introduced a sweeping 
programme of nationalization and a whole new system of 
social services. 

6. Lord Morley has explained the whole position: 

“From the moment, in 1945, when the war was over and 
the past, war would began to reshape itself, no one of clear 
mind had any doubt that the Indian people would achieve 
the independence from British rule... Even the Government 
of Winston Churchill had grumblingly and reluctantly 
conceded ... the need to accord to India the same hopes 
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of freedom as those which British and Indian soldiers fought 
to achieve in Europe and Asia. With the advent in Britain, 
in 1945 of a socialist Government under Clement Attlee, 
the question of India’s freedom was never in doubt...” 
Leonard Masley, Last Days of the British Raj, p. 12. 

The Unionists were a Muslim political party which refused 
to join hands with the Muslim League. The party was 
confined to Punjab only. 

“The Army and the Air Force were not altogether unaffected. 
There was trouble in several places, though not of a serious 
character.” V.P. Menon, Tlie Transfer of Power in India, Orient 
and Longmans, 1957, p. 228-9. 
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In a statement two days earlier viz. on 14 August, 1946 
Jinnah explained that the object and purpose behind his 
call was to make the Muslims understand fully the situation 
that was falling them so that they could prepare themselves 
for any eventuality that they may have to face. The theologian 
Shabbir Ahmed Usmani, then President of the All India 
Jamaitul-ulema-i-Islam, declared that no power on earth 
could hurt the Muslims. “Living he is a Gazi; and killed 
in action he is a martyr.” 

The Constituent Assembly framed the Constitution of India 
after nearly three years of strenuous work. It was adopted 
by the Assembly on 26 November, 1949 and came into 
force from 26 January, 1950. The most important resolution 
passed by the Constituent Assembly was the Objectives 
Resolution which was moved by Jawaharlal Nehru on 21 
December and was adopted on 22 January, 1947 in a 
solemn manner—with all members standing. 

The attitude of the Muslim League representatives in the 
Interim Government can be understood by the following 


‘statement of Ghazanfar Ali Khan: 


“We are going into the Interim Government to get a foothold 
to fight for our cherished goal. of Pakistan. In the Interim 
Government all our activities shall be guided by two 
considerations, that is to convince the Congress that no 
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Government in India can function smoothly without the 
cooperation of the Muslim League and that the League is 
the sole representative of the Indian Muslims. The Interim 
Government is one of the fronts of the direct action 
campaign.” Quoted in R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom 
Movement in India, Vol. I, Calcutta, 1962, pp. 784-5. 
On 20 February, 1947 Attlee made a statement in the House 
of Commons which decided the fat of India. After a brief 
review of the failure to bring about an agreement among 
the different parties in India, Attlee stated: “The present 
state of uncertainty is fraught with danger and cannot be 
indefinitely postponed. His Majesty’s Government wish to 
make it clear that it is their definite intuition to take necessary 
steps to effect the transference of power to responsible 
Indian hands by a date not later than June 1948.” Ibid., p. 
rai. 

Lord Mountbatten (1900-1979) was a British admiral and 
administrator. In World War II he became chief of combined 
operations (1942). He was commander-in-chief in South 
East Asia in 1943. As the last Viceroy of India and first 
Governor-General of India until 1948 he oversaw India’s 
transition to independence. He was killed by an Irish 
Republican Army bomb abroad his ii in the Republic 
of Ireland. 
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10 


| Begins mates brought India face to face with a number 

of serious problems. Some of these problems which 
demanded immediate attention were concerned with ensuring 
political stability, communal peace, resettlement of millions 
of refuges, integration of Indian States, making of the 
Constitution, maintaining peace with Pakistan and bringing 
about all-round economic development and _ social 
transformation. India had also to carve out a place for itself 
in the comity of nations. All these objectives were to be 
realised with the overriding consideration of preserving unity 
and integrity of the country.’ 


Vision of Freedom 


All the important leaders of nationalist movement from the 
days of Raja Ram Mohan Roy onwards had a vision of 
freedom. For the pioneers of freedom struggle freedom did 
not employ the severance of the British connection. It implied 
much more. It implied the establishment of a casteless and 
classless society where every one had equal opportunity to 
grow and the basic necessities of life were fulfilled. The 
Purna Swaraj (Complete Independence) resolution adopted 
by Congress at Lahore in December 1929 referred to this 
concept of freedom: | 
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“We believe that it is the inalienable right of the 
people, as of any other people, to have freedom and 
to enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the necessities 
of life, so that they may have full opportunities of 
growth. We believe also that if any government 
deprives a people of these rights and oppresses them 
the people have a further right to alter it or abolish 
it. The British Government in India has not only 
deprived the Indian people of their freedom but has 
based itself on the exploitation of the masses, and 
has ruined India economically, politically, culturally 
and spiritually. We believe, therefore, that India must 
sever the British connection and attain Purna Swaraj 
or complete independence.” 


In 1931 at the Karachi session the Congress passed its 
historic resolution on Fundamental Rights and Economic 
Policy. The resolution assured “Every citizen of India...the 
right of free expression of opinion, the right of free association 
and combination, and the right to assemble peacefully and 
without arms.” It further promised that “Every Citizen shall 
enjoy freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess 
and practice his religion, subject to public order and morality.” 
The 1931, Resolution promised “universal adult suffrage “ 
and declared all citizens “equal before the law irrespective 
of religion, caste, creed or sex.” The Resolution laid down 
that “The State shall safeguard the interests of in dustrial 
workers and shall secure for them.....a living wage, healthy 
conditions of work, limited hours...and protection against 
the economic consequences of old age, sickmen and 
unemployment.” The resolution summed up the ambitions 
and aspirations of the Congress Party for India. 

National leaders like Subhas Bose and Mahatma Gandhi 
have defined freedom in their own way. Subhas Bose said: 


“By freedom I mean allround freedom, i.e. freedom 
for individual as well as for society; freedom for 
men as well as for women; freedom for all individuals 
and for all classes. This freedom implies not only 
emancipation from political bondage but also equal 
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distribution of wealth; abolition of caste barriers, 
and social in equalities and distinction of commu- 
nalism, religious intolerance. This is our ideal which 
may appear Utopian to hand-picked men and women, 
but this ideal alone con appease the changer of the 
soul” 


Gandhiji identified freedom with Ram Rajya, an ideal 
social order. His choice of the word Swaraj was deliberate. 
In his lexicon, this word had a distinct meaning: “The root 
meaning of Swaraj is self [swa]+rule [Raj]. “Swaraj may 
therefore, be rendered as disciplined rule from with 
in... Independence’ has no such limitation. Independence may 
mean license to do as you like. Swaraj is positive Independence 
is negative. The Swaraj is a sacred word, a Vedic word, 
meaning self rule and self-restraint, and not freedom from 
all restraint which ‘independence’ often means.” 

Gandhiji has given a rosy picture of free India in the 
following words: 


“I shall work for an India in which the poorest shall 
feel that it is their country and in whose making 
they have an effective voice; an India in which there 
shall be no high class and low class of people; an 
India in which all communities shall live in perfect 
harmony. There can be no room in such an India for 
the curse of untouchability or the curse of the 
intoxicating drinks and drugs. Women shall enjoy 
the same rights as men.”? 


Shri Aurobindo hailed 15 August, 1947 as the birthday 
of free India. It marked for her the end of an old era and the 
beginning of a new age. It had a significance not only for 
Indians but for Asia and the whole world. It signified the 
entry into the comity of nations of a new power with untold 
potentialities which had a great part of play in determining 
the political, social, cultural and spiritual future of humanity. 
In his message on the achievement of freedom Shri Aurobindo 
stated: 
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“India is free but she has not achieved unity, only 
a fissurred and broken freedom. All one time it almost 
seemed as if she might relapse into the chaos of 
separate States which preceded the British conquest. 
Fortunately there has now developed a strong 
possibility that this disastrous relapse will be avoided. 
The wisely drastic policy of the Constituent Assembly 
makes it possible that the problem of the depressed 
classes will be solved without schism or fissure. But 
the old communal division into Hindu and Muslim 
seems to have burdened into the figure of a permanent 
political division of the country. It is to be hoped 
that the Congress and the nation will not accepted 
the settled fact as for settled or as anything more 
then a temporary expedient. For if lasts, India may 
be seriously weakened, even crippled: civil strike 
may remain always possible, even a new invasion 
and foreign conquest. The partition of the country 
must go, it is to be hoped by a sparkening of tension, 
by a progressive understanding of the need of peace 
and concord, by the constant necessity of a common 
and uncerted action, even of an instrument of union 
for that purpose. In this way unity may come about 
under whatever form—the exact form may have a 
pragmative but not a fundamental importance. But 
by whatever means, the division must and will go. 
For without it the destiny of India might be seriously 
impaired and even frustrated. But that must not 
be.””* 


Resettlement of the Refugees 


The partition resulted in the death of 600,000 and displacement 
of 14,000,000 persons 100,000 young girls were kidnapped 
by both sides, converted or sold on the auction block. Some 
commentators have opined that this need not here happened 
had independence not been rushed through at such a disparate 
rate. 

The new Government faced the problem of the displaced 
persons with courage. The displaced persons were provided 
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with lands and loans to start a new life. A large number of 
these persons were offered employment. 


Assassination of Gandhiji 


On January 12, 1948 Mahatma Gandhi decided to fast for 
communal peace in Delhi. He broke his fast on 18 January, 
1948 when leading citizens of Delhi presented a “peace 
pledge” to Gandhiji. On 20 January a bomb exploded at his 
prayer meeting. Angry refugees asked him to retire to the 
Himalayas. They held him responsible for partition and 
were aghast at his pro-Muslim attitude. 

On the evening of January 30, 1948 Gandhiji left his 
room in Birla House far the prayer ground. It was a two 
minutes walk. Gandhiji was a little late. He walked briskly 
with his fore arms on the shoulders of his grand nieces Ava 
and Manu. As he approached the prayer ground, Nathuram 
Godse edged forward and fired three shots in quick succession. 
Gandhiji fell down with the words “He Ram.” This was the 
end of the apostle of non-violence. Jawaharlal Nehru in his 
broadcast to the nation after a few hours of assassination 
said: 


“The light has gone out of our lives and there is 
darkness everywhere. I do not know what to tell 
you and how to say it. Our beloved leader, Bapu, 
as we called him, the father of the nation, is no 
more. Perhaps, I am wrong to say that. Nevertheless, 
we will not see him again as we have seen him for 
these many years. We will not run to him for advice 
and seek solace from him and that is a terrible blow 
not to us only but to millions and millions in this 
country, and it is a little difficult to soften the blow 
by any other advice that, or any one else can give 
you. 

“The light has gone out, I said, and yet I was 
wrong. For the light that shone in this country was 
no ordinary light. The light has illuminated this 
country for these many years, will illumine this 
country for may more years and a thousand years 
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later that light will still be seen in this country and 
the world will see it and it will give solace to 
innumerable hearts. For that light represented 
something more than immediate present, it repres- 
ented the living truth ... the eternal truth rewinding 
us of the right path, drawing us from error, taking 
this ancient country to freedom.”° 


The Last Will and Testament of Gandhiji 


Gandhiji felt that the Congress had lost much of its importance 
after attaining independence. He had prepared a draft 
constitution for the Congress on 29th January, 1948. This is 
known as his last will and testament to the nation. Gandhiji 
had suggested that the existing Congress organisation should 
be disbanded and it should flower into a Lok Sevak Sangh. 
The Sangh should be a body of servants of the nation engaged 
in constructive work to achieve social, moral and economic 
' freedom.® The Congress leaders did not accept his suggestions 
and adopted a new constitution in 1948. 


Integration of Indian States 


One of the most stupendous problems faced by the nascent 
Indian state was that of Indian States. The Indian 
Independence Act declared that paramountcy of the British 
Crown in respect of Indian States lapsed without being 
transferred to the new central authority in India. Each State 
was free to join either of the two Dominions—India and 
Pakistan or to declare its independence. If a large number 
of States had exercised their legal rights to become sovereign 
States, India would have been thrown into chaos. It is a 
tribute to the statesmanship of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
that the States were brought into the fold of the Indian 
Union.’ This was done in three different ways. A number 
of small states were merged in the neighbouring provinces. 
Some of the larger States were integrated into Unions to 
make them viable administrative units. A few individual 
States or groups of States were brought under the admini- 
stration of the Central government as Chief Commissioners’ 
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provinces (Part C States). Side by side with integration 
democratic process was also set in the States. 


Police Action in Hyderabad 


The Nizam of Hyderabad claimed the right to be an 
independent State. He refused accession either to India or 
to Pakistan. A band of terrorists called Razakars complicated 
the situation. The Government of India was forced take 
police action and restore normalcy. The Nizam decided to 
accede to India and the People of the State ratified the 
decision. 


Kashmir 


The State of Jammu and Kashmir presented a complex issue. 
The ruler of J & K was Hindu but the population was 
Muslim. The main political party of the State—the National 
Conference—under the leadership of Shikh Abdulla aligned 
itself with the Congress Party. After 15 August, 1947 the 
Maharaja of Kashmir did not join any of the Dominions. 
Meanwhile, the tribesmen from Pakistan under the inspiration 
of the Government of that country attacked on Kashmir. 
The Maharaja sought India’s help. The Government of India 
accepted the succession of J & K to India and saved Kashmir 
from the invaders. 


The Problem of Scarcities and High Prices 


The young Indian Republic faced the problem of scarcities, 
food shortage and high prices. The problem was solved by 
rationing and by importing good grains from abroad. The 
Government took up the question of the agricultural 
development in a planned way by resorting to intensive 
cultivation and reclamation of vast lands for cultivation. 


Industrial Production 


Political uncertainties and partition led to a decline in 
industrial production. In 1948 the Government announced 
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their industrial policy and launched the experiment of mixed 
economy. They indicated lines of duration between State 
aud private enterprise. The Government proposed several 
industrial venturesin public sector. Some of these ventures 
were: a fertiliser factory at Sindri in Bihar, a workshop for 
the manufacture of steam locomotives at Chittaranjan in 
West Bengal, the Hindustan Aircraft Factory, telephone 
industry, machine tools factory. The Government also started 
a number of river valley projects for irrigation and electric 
power. 7 


Making of Constitution 


Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had the distinction of drafting the 
Constitution of India as the Chairman of the Drafting 
Committee. The Drafting Committee after a labour of 141 
days prepared the Draft Constitution which was presented 
to the President of the Constituent Assembly Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad on 21 February 1948. The Draft Constitution was 
circulated to the Provincial Legislatures and the general 
public for their views. The Draft Constitution as prepared 
by the Drafting Committee was formally moved for 
consideration in the Constituent Assembly by Dr. Ambedkar 
in 4 November 1948. The Constituent Assembly began the 
third reading of the Constitution on 14 November, 1949 and 
finished it on the 26 November, 1949. It was in this date 
that the Constitution received the signature of the President 
and was declared as passed. The Constitution came into 
force on 26 January, 1950. 26 January is observed as the 
Republic Day. 


The Preamble 


The Preamble of Indian Constitution is a beautiful document 
and embodies its basic philosophy and values.® It runs as 
follows: 
: We, the people of India, 
having solemnly resolved to constitute India 
into a sovereign, democratic republic and to secure 
to all its citizens: Justice, social, economic and political; 


126 


A Dictionary of Freedom Fighters 


Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and 
worship; Equality of status and of opportunity; and 
to promote among them all fraternity assuring the 
dignity of the individual and the unity of the nation; 
In our constituent Assembly this twenty-sixth day 
of November 1949 do Hereby Adopt, Enact, and Give 
to Ourselves this Constitution. 


The sentiments expressed in the Preamble were those 
described by Jawaharlal Nehru which he moved in the 
Constituent Assembly and which the Assembly adopted 
unanimously. 


The Special Features of the Constitution 


The special features of the Indian Constitution are: 


r. 


It is the most voluminous Constitutional document 
in the world. It is also rigid though much less than 
the Constitution of America. 

The Constitution is federal is form but Central in 
spirit. 

The Constitution adopts the parliamentary system 
of government in India. The Ministers are collectively 
responsible to the lower legislature. 

The Constitution includes a chapter on the 
fundamental rights of the citizens of India. These 
rights are binding on the legislatures as well as the 
executive. The rights are specified in Part III of the 
Constitution are grouped under 7 heads: Right to 
Equality: Right to Freedom; Right against Exploitation; 
Right to freedom of Religion; Cultural and Educational 
Rights, Right to Property; and Right to Constitutional 
Remedies. 

Directive Principles of State Policy are a unique feature 
of Indian Constitution: The feature has been borrowed 
from the Irish Constitution 1937. 


The Directive Principles differ from Fundamental Rights 
in so far as they are not enforceable by the courts. They are 
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in the nature of instructions to the State. They relate to: 


1. The achievement of a social order based on social, 

_ economic and‘ political justice. 

2. Provision of adequate means of livelihood to all 
citizens. 

3. Equitable distribution of wealth. 

4. Provision of equal pay for equal work. 

5. Protection of Children and the Youth against moral 
and material abandonment and exploitation. 

6. Establishment of Panchayats as units of self- 
governments. 

7. Ensuring to all citizens the right to work, to live and 
compulsory education and to public assistance in 
case of unemployment old age, sickness, disable- 
ment or other causes of udnerserved wants. 

8. The Constitution aims at the establishment of a secular 
polity in India. Under such a polity the State is 
“neither religious nor irreligious nor anti-religious 
but in wholly detached from religious dogmas and 
‘activities and is thus neutral in religious matters.”” 


The Indian Constitution assures the enjoyment of equal 
rights to all religions. It does not identify itself with any 
particular religion. 


The Federal System 


The Constitution contains the usual features a federal polity— 
two sets of governments—the central government and the 
State governments; the supreme importance of the 
Constitution and the special role of the judiciary as the 
guardian and interpreter of the Constitution. The Constitution 
has a strong unitary bias and in only quasifedual. The Centre 
has been given immense powers including the residuary 
powers. For under normal circumstances the centre can 
encroach upon autonomy of the States. The constitution 
contemplates three types of emergencies; (1) Emergencies 
caused by the war or external aggression or internal 
disturbance; (2) Emergencies arising from the failure of 
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constitutional machinery in the States; and (3) Financial 
emergencies. Emergency provisions particularly article 356 
relating to the breakdown of the constitutional machinery 
in the States has been misused a number of times. It has 
been a bone of contention between the centre and the States. 


Structure of the Government 


The executive power of the Union is vested in the president. 
He is elected indirectly by the elected members of the two 
houses of Parliament and the legislature Assemblies of the 
States. The Constitution confers vast executive, legislative, 
financial and judicial powers on the president. The President 
is a constitutional head and he exercises his powers on the 
advice of the Ministers. 

The real executive in Indian constitutional system happens 
to be the council of Ministers. The council of Ministers works 
under the leadership of the Prime Minister and collectively 
impossible to the lower house. 

The Union Legislature is bi-cameral. The Upper House 
Rajya Sabha is indirectly elected by the elected members of 
the legislature Assemblies of the States. Its maximum strength 
can be 250. 12 Members are nominated by the President. 
The lower or the popular house has at present 544 members. 
The members are elected directly by the people on the basis 
of adult franchise. The house has a term of five years. 

The Constitution provides for a Supreme Court of India 
which is the final interpreter of the constitution. 

The structure of the government at State level closely 
follows the Central government. 


Stability vs Responsibility 


One of the serious problems that her emerged in the working 
of constitution during the last fifty years in that of stability 
vs. responsibility. The framers of the constitution gave 
sufficient thought to this issue. For example Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
conceded that a democratic country must satisfy two 
conditions: (1) It must be a stable executive; (2) It must be 
a responsible executive. It has not been possible to devise 
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a system which can ensure both conditions in equal degree. 
One can have a system which given more stability but less 
responsibility. Alternatively, one can have a system which 
can give more responsibility but less stability. The American 
and the Swiss systems give more stability. The British system 
on the other hand gives more responsibility but less stability. 
The Indian constitution members had discussed the merits 
and demerits of both the systems and they had preferred 
parliamentary system of government. The Indian leaders 
had some experience of the parliamentary system as it 
developed under the British government in India. They were 
also afraid that a strong President could emerge as a dictator. 


Planned Economy 


When India became free it had two economic models to follow: 
One was that of Gandhiji and the other was that of Jawaharlal 
Nehru. Gandhiji was not an economist in the professional 
sense. He had not read Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Mills— 
James Mill and John Stuart Mill—and Alfred Marshal. Gandhiji 
drew his thoughts on economic affairs from there sources. 
The first was his deep ethical spiriteral convictions. The second 
was his close involvement with the economic condition of 
the people. The third was his reading and reflection on thinkers 
like Ruskin and Tolstoy. To Gandhiji real progress was the 
moral progress and tree economics stood for social justice 
and moral values. Decentralization, revival of village industries 
emphasis on handicrafts, opposition to man production, self 
sufficiency of villages, removal of economic disputes through 
conciliation, full employment through spinning, limitation 
of wants, simplicity, austerity, body labour, harmonious 
relations between labour and capital, minimum state 
intervention, non-possession, swadeshi were some of the 
important features of Gandhian economics. 

Nehru was inclined towards socialism. He was impressed 
with the Soviet experience of planned economic development. 
He appointed a Planning Commission in March, 1950. The 
Commission was asked to prepare a comprehensive plan 
for the country as a whole. The scope of its work was defined 
as follows: 
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“The constitution of India has guaranteed certain 
Fundamental Rights to the Citizens of India and 
enunciated Directive Principles of State Policy, in 
particular, that the State shall strive to promote the 
welfare of the people by securing and protecting as 
effectively as it may a social order in which justice, 
social economic and political, shall inform all 
institutions of the national life, and shall direct its 
policy towards securing among other things (a) that 
the citizens—men and women—equally have the right 
to an adequate means of livelihood; (b) that the 
ownership and control of the material resources of 
the country are so distributed that as best to subserve 
the common good; and (c) that the operation of 
economic system does not result in the concentration 
of wealth and means of production to the common 
detriment. “Having regard to these rights and in 
furtherance of there principles as well as the declared 
objectives of the Government to promote a rapid 
rise in the standard of living of the people by efficient 
exploitation of the resources of the country, increasing 
production and offering opportunities to all for 
employment in the service of the community, the 
Planning Commission will formulate a plan for the 
most effective and balanced utilisation of the country’s 
resources etc.”'® 


The first plan was launched in 1951. So for eight plans 


here been implemented and the ninth plan is under operation: 
The overall experience of the planned development has not 
been very encouraging. Since 1991 India has switched towards 
liberalisation and globalisation. 


Reorganisation of States 


A major development in the early years of independence 
was the reorganisation of States. The States in 1947 were 
in varying stages of development. There were two Part A 
States which were generally speaking the Provinces that 
constituted British India. There were 8 Part B States which 
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were mostly the products of integration of former Indian 
States. The Part C States were territories directly administered 
by the centre on a unitary basis. They were all ten in number. 
Andaman and Nicobar islands constituted territories under 
Part D. They were under the direct and full control of the 
Central Government. 

The Government of India appointed the States 
Reorganisation Commission in 1953 to go into the entire 
question of the reorganisation of States. The Commission 
was headed by a former justice of the Supreme Court of 
India, Fuzl Ali. It had two members H.N. Kunzru and K.M. 
Panikkar. The Commission submitted its report on 30 
September, 1953. It abolished the classification of the States 
into there categories and recommended the establishment 
of 16 States and 3 Centrally administered territories. 

The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 redrew the political 
map of India with fourteen States and six Centrally 
Administered territories: The States were Andhra Pradesh, 
Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Jammu & Kashmir, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh, Madras, Mysore, Orrisa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar 
Pradesh, and West Bengal. Centrally administered territories 
were: Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Tripura, Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, Laccadive, Minicoy and Amindivi 
Islands. At present India has 25 States,'’ 6 Union Territories” 
and one National Capital Territory’. 

The BJP-led government propose to create 3 more States: 
Uttaranchal in U.P., Chhatisgarh in M.P. and Vananchal in 
Bihar. It has also promised to give the status of a full-fledged 
State of Delhi. 


Foreign Policy 


Nehru laid down the basic principles of India’s foreign 
policy which is based on non-alignment and co-existence. 
On the eve of independence, the world was divided into 
too blocks—U.S.A. and Soviet Russia. There was cold war 
between the blocks. Nehru did not join any block and sought 
to steer the ship of the Indian State clear of either block. 
He evolved a policy of non-alignment which was supported 
by Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia and Abdel Nasser of Egypt. 
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The Non-alignment Movement and Nehru’s active role in 
international relations resulted in making India’s profile 
credible. The Bombay Conference was held in 1953. 


Lal Bahadur Shastri 


The Chinese aggression on India in 1962 gave a rude shock 
to Nehru who passed away in 1964. He was succeeded by 
Lal Bahadur Shastri. Shastri was an unassuming man but 
was a realist. He gave the slogan “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan” and 
accorded top priority to defence and agriculture. Pakistan 
launched an attack on India in 1965. The War come to an 
and with the intervention of the Soviet Union. Shastri and 
Pakistan President met at Tashkant where they signed 
Tashkent Agreement. Within a few hours of the signing of 
the Act, Shastri suffered a massive heart attack and died 
in 1966. 


Indira Gandhi as Prime Minister 


Shastri was succeeded by Mrs. Indira Gandhi; the daughter 
of Jawaharlal Nehru. Morarji Desai contested for Prime 
Ministership but Mrs. Gandhi won by 353 to Morarji’s 169. 

Mrs. Gandhi devalued the rupee by 35% in July 1966. 
There were acute differences between Mrs. Gandhi and the 
Congress High Command which led to the split in the 
Congress in 1969. 

A the most impressive achievement of Mrs. Gandhi's 
tenure as Prime Minister was the Creation of the Bangladesh 
in 1971. She abolished privy purses of the princely states 
and nationalised banks, a She exploded a nuclear device at 
Pokhran in 1974 and launched her first indigenously produced 
Satellite Arya Bhatta from a Russian cosmodrome in 1975. 

Alongside there positive developments Mrs. Gandhi faced 
opposition from people like Morarji Desai and Jaya Prakash 
Narayan on account of her authoritarian attitude. The socialist 
leader Raj Narain filed an election petition against her. Raj 
Narain claimed that Mrs. Gandhi had misused her official 
position in her election from Rai Bareilly. Justice Jag Mohan 
Lal Sinha set aside Mrs. Gandhi's election and debarred her 
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from holding any office for six years. On 25 June, 1975, 
President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, on the advice of Mrs. 
Gandhi declared emergency in the country. 

In 1977 when Mrs. Gandhi sought a fresh mandate, the 
Congress Party was defeated badly and Janata Party under 
the Prime Ministership of Morarji Desai assumed office. 


The Janata Experiment 


The members of the Janata Party began to quarrel among 
themselves as soon as they came to power. Soon they lost 
their credibility and helped Mrs. Gandhi build her position. 
They tried to punish Mrs. Gandhi for her mistakes but she 
was able to win public sympathy. On July 15 Morarji Desai 
resigned as Prime minister. President Sanjeev Reddy invited 
Charan Singh to form Government. Charan Singh did not 
enjoy majority and his caretaker Government did not face 
Parliament even for a day. The 1980 mid-term poe brought 
Mrs. Gandhi again to power. 


The Second Phase of Mrs. Gandhi 


The second phase.of Mrs. Gandhi’s tenure as Prime Minister 
was as momentous as the first. Her greatest problem was 
Punjab which she could not solve. Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale created a reign of terror and became an open 
advocate of secession. He took refuge in the Golden Temple 
at Amritsar and turned it into a fortress. The Akali leaders 
kept mum. In early June 1984 Mrs. Gandhi ordered Operation 
Blue Star. Indian army entered the Golden Temple. 
Bhindranwale and over 325 others were killed in the operation. 
The Sikh psyche was hurt beyond repair. On October 31, 
1984 Mrs. Indira Gandhi was assassinated by two of her 
own security guards at her residence in New Delhi. Her 
eldest son Rajiv Gandhi was sworn in as Prime Minister. 


Rajiv Gandhi as Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi became Congress President also on 12 November, 


1984. He ordered fresh elections towards the end of December, 
1984 and got sweeping maiority. 
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The Rajiv Gandhi Government started well with a lot of 
popular support. But within a short time it began to loose 
sympathy. The Golden Temple was used as a fortress once 
again and a second operation called Black Thunder was carried 
out to expel the terrorists. On 8 July 1985 Rajiv Gandhi and 
Akali Dal President Sant Harchand Singh Longowal signed 
an agreement ending the four year agitation in Punjab. After 
a few days the Sant was shot dead at a public meeting. 

Rajiv Gandhi negotiated an accord on the Assam foreign 
national issues. The Assam Assembly was dissolved and 
fresh elections brought Assam Gana Parishad to power. 

By 1987 two major scandals hit the Government. They 
were Bofors and Fairfax deals. It was alleged that an agent 
had put through the Bofors deal and had been paid a 
Commission. The Prime Minister was also involved in the 
deal. The Government appointed a Joint Parliament 
Committee to investigate the case but nothing come out of 
the enquiry. However, the Bofors case damaged the reputation 
of Rajiv Gandhi. 

Under Rajiv Gandhi, India was involved in the Sri Lankan 
Government and the Tamil Tigers Confrontation. India sent 
a huge peace keeping force to Sri Lanka But the Force had 
to be withdrawn due to outcry in Sri Lanka. 

When the country went to polls in 1989, the Congress 
could not manage a simple majority. The National Front 
with the outside support of the left Parties and the BJP 
formed the new Government. 


V.P. Singh’s Government 


In August 1990, V.P. Singh’s Government adopted the 
recommendations of the Mandal Commission for reservations 
upto 27 per cent for the other Backward Castes. BJP withdrew 
support from the V.P. Singh’s Government on the issue of 
L.K. Advani's Rathyatra. 


Chandra Shekhar’s Government 


Collapse of V.P. Singh’s Government was followed by Chandra 
Shekhar as Prime Minister, with the support of Congress (I). 
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Congress (I) withdrew its support within a few months 
leading to fresh elections to the Lok Sabha. Rajiv Gandhi 
was killed in one of his election meetings at Sri Perumbudur 
near Madras by a human bomb designed by LITE. 

The Congress Party emerged as the single largest Party 
and P.V. Narsimba Rao took over both as the leader of the 
Party and also as Prime Minister. 

Narsimha Rao through his manoeuvres converted his 
minority government into a majority government. He, with 
the help of his able Finance Minister Dr. Man Mohan Singh 
initiated the process of liberalisation of Indian economy. He 
earned the wrath of a number of his colleagues by alleging 
them in a number of bribery cases. The Babri Masjid was 
demolished on 6 December 1992 by Hindu fanatics. BJP 
Government in U.P. led by Kalyan Singh was dismissed. 
There was world-wide protest against Ayodhya-demolition. 
Subsequently BJP Governments in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan 
and Himachal Pradesh were also dismissed. 

P.V. Narsimha Rao completed his full five year term as 
Prime Minister. There were charges against him also and he 
found himself involved in a number of court cases. 


General Elections, 1996 


The eleventh General Elections held in April-May 1996 
resulted in a hung house. The BJP emerged the single largest 
party in the 545 member house. It bagged 177 sets. The 
Congress was marginalised with 135 seats. The National 
Front-Left Front alliance came third with a little over 100 
Seats. 

The President Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma invited Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee of the BJP to form a government. The Vajpayee 
ministry was sworn in on 16 May, 1996. It could not receive 
the vote of confidence and resigned on 28 May, 1996. After 
the fall of the BJP government NF-LF 13 party combine 
under H.D. Devegowda assumed office The Congress and 
the Communist Party (Marxist) supported it from outside. 
The Government of Deve Gowda could continue only for 
eleven months as on 30 March Congress President Sita Ram 
Kesari withdrew the support of his party. Devegowda failed 
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to receive a vote of Confidence from the Lok Sabha and 
resigned. The United Front chose I.K. Gujaral as its leader 
who formed his government on 21 April. This Government 
listed for seven months following which the Lok Sabha was 
dissolved and 12th General Elections were held. The BJP 
with its allies of 20 Parties emerged as the biggest block and 
formed its Government under the Prime Ministership of 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee in early 1998. 


New Challenges 


The BJP Government is full of contradictions. Its allies are 
not extending whole-hearted cooperation. The evidence and 
political scenario is grim. Fear grips industry as markets 
implode in the wake of a weak budget and falling rupee. 
~The downgrading have made new projects costlier and 
investors wary. Borrowing from overseas has now become 
virtually impossible. The Pokhran explosions have instilled 
the security environment. The sanctions are likely to lead 
to a significant shortfall in available funds in the next year 
or two. The government is not strong enough to take harsh 
decisions. A much more aggressive package of reforms needs 
to be enunciated and followed. On the whole, the economic 
situation which we are facing is the worst in years. 

The country is facing a number of problems in the political 
field. Frequent elections, hung legislative bodies, opportunistic 
coalitions, terrorism, corruption, regionalism, casteism, decline 
of parliament, judicial activity politicisation of bureaucracy 
and need for electoral reforms are some of the issues which 
deserve to be seriously addressed. 

On the social front population, growing urbanisation, 
presenting low per capita income, and widening gap between 
the rich and the poor are disturbing. Despite a long crusade 
against malnutrition India still loses 11% of under five children 
and 3 to 4% of women in the reproductive age group largely 
due to morbidity caused by malnutrition. In India death 
rates have come down but morbidity due to non- 
communicable diseases including new diseases like Aids 
are on the increase. The investment in health has been steadily 
declining as proportion of plan expenditure from 3.3% in 
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the First Plan to 1.74% in the eighth plan. Essential drugs 
are in short supply, and qualified man-power is not available 
at the critical posts. Education infrastructure has expanded 
but qualities has suffered. More then half of the population 
of the country is illiterate. According to World Bank, India 
would achieve universalisation of primary education only 
three decades later than the Republic of Korea and two 
decades later than Malaysia and Indonesia. Women and 
members of the scheduled castes and tribes do not have 
adequate facilities for education. Education is divorced from 
the world of work and job market requirements. 

The rate of growth of employment in the economy has 
been lower than the rate of growth of the labour force. The 
majority of the work force is unorganised. 

The freedom was won with great sacrifices. It has to be 
preserved with even greater sacrifices and constant vigil. In 
the words of Jawaharlal Nehru “...the ambition of the greatest 
man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from 
every eye. This may be beyond us, but as long as there are 
tears and suffering, so long our task will not be over.” 

While considering the dangers to our democratic 
institutions, we may refer to the advice of the Buddha who 
made his famous pronouncement about the future of the 
confederacy of the Vajjis. It is said that Ajata Satru, the King 
of Magadha had made a grim determination to overthrow 
the Vajjis. He sent his messengers to the Buddha for advice. 
The Buddha asked his favourite disciple Anand, whether 
the Vajjis still observed the seven conditions of welfare which 
he taught them before. When answered in the affirmative, 
the Buddha prophesied that so long as the Vajjis observed 
those conditions, they might be expected not to decline but 
to prosper. The conditions extended over a wide range of 
activities of members of the community the Vajjis, Ananda. 
told the Master, assembled frequently and fully: they met 
together in accord, rose in concord and carried out Vajji- 
business in concord; they enacted nothing not already 
established, abrogated nothing that was already enacted and 
actéd in accordance with the ancient institutions of the Vajjians; 
they honoured, and supported the Vajji elders and held it a 
point of duty to hearken to their words; no women or girls 
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belonging to other clans were detained away either by force 
or abduction; they esteemed and revered the Vajjian shrines 
and did not allow the prayer offerings and rites to fall into 
disuse, they fully provided for the rightful protection and 
support for the ascetics. Thid statement gived us a 
comprehensive list of the qualifications of the citizens of a 
republican community. These comprise the virtues of public 
spirit, a nice conservatism, moral discipline and piety. The 
citizens of our republic can keep these words of advice in 
mind for their prosperity.” 
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SECTION TWO 


PROFILES OF FREEDOM 


1. Abdul Bari, Maulana Muhammad 
(1878-1926) 


He was the son of Maulana Abdul Bohar and was born in 
1878 at Lucknow. He hated western system of education. 
He lived the live of an orthodox Muslim. He thought that 
the poverty of the Muslims in India was the result of the 
British influence. He founded the Jamait-Ulema-iHind. He 
played a prominent role in the Khilafat movement. 
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2. Abdullah, Sheikh Muhammad (1905-1982) 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah was born on December 5, 
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1905, at Soura, a suburb of Srinagar. His family was engaged 
in Pashmina and Shawl trade. He was educated at Srinagar, 
Jammu and Aligarh Muslim University from where he did 
his M.Sc. in Physics in 1930. He was married to Akbar 
Jahan in 1932. He had three sons and two daughters. He 
was influenced by Islamic teachings, poet Iqbal and the 
ideas of Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and 
Jawaharlal Nehru. He started his career as a government 
teacher but was dismissed on account of his political activities. 
He was elected president of the Muslim Conference in 1932. 
In 1939 the organisation was converted into the National 
Conference. In May 1946 he challenged the right of the 
Maharaja of Kashmir to rule over the State and was 
imprisoned. He was released in 1947 and declared that the 
people of Kashmir could decide its future. Pakistan organized 
a tribal attack on Kashmir to annex it. Sheikh Abdullah 
mobilised popular resistance. He supported the accession 
of Jammu and Kashmir State to India. He became the Prime 
‘Minister of the State in 1949 and was signatory to the 
Constitution of India. 

The growing distrust between Sheikh Abdullah and the 
Government of India culminated in the Abdullah in August 
9, 1953. He was released in 1964 and had a series of meetings 
with Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan 
President Ayub Khan. With Nehru’s death on May, 26, 1964, 
the process of negotiation was discontinued. Sheikh Abdullah 
was externed from the State in 1971. Later on as a result of 
his reconciliation with the Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
he was again installed as the Chief Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir. He passed away on September 7, 1982 at the age 
of 77. He was succeeded by his son Dr. Faruq Abdullah. 
Sheikh was a charismatic personality and was called the 
‘Lion of Kashmir.’ 


References 


Balraj Puri (ed.) Kashmir Affairs. 
P.N. Bazaj, The Struggle for Freedom in the Rilovie New Delhi. 


144 A Dictionary of Freedom Fighters 
3. Adib, Bhagwati Devi (1904-1983) 


Born in a Zamindar Family at Amethi town of District 
Lucknow (UP). Smt. Bhagwati Devi was married to Sri 
Gursaran Lal Adib in 1921. She became active in the freedom 
movement at the age of seventeen. Being greatly influenced 
by Gandhian ideology she was a habitual Khadi wearer and 
worked for the propagation and promotion of Khadi. She 
went from door to door to sell Khadi. She collected literature 
and pictures depicting the struggle against the Colonial 
rule. Bhagwati Devi took part in various constructive 
programmes and campaigns launched by the Indian National 
Congress. She enthusiastically worked in the fields of women 
and child welfare and removal of untouchability and attended 
meetings and processions. Organised by the Congress and 
Arya Samaj. She had to undergo numerous hardships and 
sufferings when her husband was jailed in 1930 and 1942. 
She insisted to court arrest but physicians advice was against 
it. 

Smt. Adib led a womens’ group to the Congress session 
at Meerut in 1946. After the attainment of national 
independence she devoted herse!f to the activities related to 
the resurgence of new India. She accompanied the Bhudani 
Touring group of Acharya Vinoba Bhave and covered on 
foot some areas of U.P. and Bihar. Her centre of Bhudani 
activities was Gaya District of Bihar. She was an immate of 
Sh. Jai Prakash Narayan’s Ashram at Kauwakol and worked 
with Prabhaji (w/o of Sh. J. P. Narain). Smt bhagwati Devi 
lived the values and ideas she propagated and promoted. 
She breathed her last on 6-7-1983. 
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4. Adib, Gursaran Lal 
(23 December, 1902—2 May, 1998) 


Shri Adib was brought up in a family which had a long and 
strong anti-British tradition. His father Shri Mahadeo Prashad 
had attended the Congress Sessions held at Lucknow in 
1899 and 1916 as a delegate. He vowed to put on only 
Swadeshi cloth. 

Born on 23-12-1902 Shri Adib was inspired by his father, 
brother (Shri Gopi Nath Aman) and Shri Lakshmi Sahai 
(history teacher). His ideal was Mahatma Gandhi and he 
was influenced by the Non-Cooperation Movement in 1921. 
He formally joined the Congress in 1929. He was appointed 
Incharge of the volunteers in Ashram and soon became a 
member of the Executive Committee of the City Congress 
Committee, Lucknow. He actively participated in processions, 
meetings, dharnas to picketing at foreign cloth shops and 
wine shops. During these days he came in contact with 
celebrities like Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru, Munshi 
Prem Chand, B.V. Keskar, Mohanlal Saksena etc. In 1930 he 
courted arrest along with other members of the Executive 
committee by taking out a procession violating the ban on 
Salt Satyagrah in Hazrat Ganj, Lucknow. They were taken 
to Lucknow Jail. Mata Swarup Rani (mother of Jawaharlal 
Nehru) visited them in Jail to give her blessings. Adib was 
kept in Lucknow and Faizabad jails where he organised 
poetic symposium and came in contact with luminaries like 
Sadiq Ali, Mahabir Tyagi, Manzar Ai Sakhta etc. 

In the Faizabad Jail one day an arrogant English officer 
insulted some political prisoners who were wearing red caps 
by saying that it was an eyesore to him. Spontaneously came 
the rebuff from Adib who pointed towards the Union Jack 
flying at the Jail Gate and said “that is an eye sore to me.” 
The infuriated English officer ordered solitary confinement 
for Adib. | 

_ Asa result of Gandhi-Irwin Pact in 1931 Adib was released 
from the prison but he lost his job and he had to face financial 
hardships for many years. This did not dampen his spirit. 
He was the honorary incharge of volunteers at Kalakankar 
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House at Lucknow where ailing Motilal Nehruji was shifted 
from Allahabad for treatment. He had vivid memories of 
the last days of Motilal Nehru. 

In search of job Adib shifted to Ghaziabad, Muzaffarnagar, 
and Khatauli. Wherever he went he helped in intensifying 
the freedom struggle. In Muzaffarnagar he recited poems in 
meetings and contributed one patriotic poem regular to a 
local weekly—The Vijay. In Khatauli he was the news 
correspondent of a prominent nationalist daily—The Tej 
published from Delhi. He was elected as the Secretary of 
Khatauli Town Congress Committee. Being the headmaster 
of a local high school he infused nationalism among the 
students. When he was arrested in 1942 there was a very 
strong and violent agitation by the students which upset 
the local government machinery. 

During the communal riots preceding independence Adib 
worked day and night to maintain peace and communal 
harmony. He founded an organisation of youths named Azad 
Hind Dal to combat the evil of communalism. General Shah 
Nawaz Khan appreciated the effrots of these volunteers. 
Adib was appointed a special magistrate in 1948. 

Adib taught the rising generation for over four decades. 
He helped the poor and weak students academically and 
financially. He was the Asst. Commissioner (Scouts), Dist. 
Muzaffarnagar. He also actively worked in Vinoba Bhave’s 
Bhoodan Movement. He was elected President of the City 
Congress Committee Ghaziabad. 

As an eminent Urdu poet Adib has recited soul-stirring 
compositions which infused patriotic fervour and zest in 
this audience in pre and post independent India. 

A collection of poems written in jail by him was released 
by Giani Jail Singh at Rashtrapati Bhawan in 1986. 

Adib has authored many books and has been honoured 
by various associations and organisations for his services to 
Urdu literature and motherland. A Tamraptra awardee Gur 
Saranlal Adib even at the age of 96 years was composing 
poems to popularise moral values, ideals of the freedom 
struggle. He expired on 2 May, 1998 at New Delhi. 
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5. Aga Khan III (1877-1957) 


Aga Sultan Sohammad Shah was born in Karachi on 2 
November, 1877. He was the forty-seventh Imam of the 
Ismailis. He was charmed by the British way of life. He was 
closely associated with the All India Muslim Education 
Conference. He helped in the foundation of the M.A.O. 
College at Aligarh. He took keen interest in the deliberations 
of the Muslim League. In 1906 he led a deputation of the 
Muslims to Viceroy Lord Minto. The deputation urged for 
the separate electorate for the Muslims in the Morley-Minto 
Reforms of 1909. He was a delegate to the Round Table 
Conference in 1931-33. He was also appointed leader of the 
official British Indian Delegation to the League of Nations 
in 1932, 1934, 1935 and 1936. In 1937 he became the first 
Indian President of the League of Nations. He was a keen 
sportsman and made a mark in playing golf. 
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6. Ahmad Khan, Sir Sayyid (1817-1898) 


Sir Sayyid Ahmed was born at Delhi on April 17, 1817. His 
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forefathers had held important positions in the Mughal Court. 
He started his career as a petty judicial officer in the East 
India Company. He worked at different places like Delhi; 
Moradabad, Bijnaur, Ghajipur, Aligarh and retired in 1878 
from the post of a subordinate judge under the British 
Government of India. After his retirement he was taken on 
the Governor-General’s Council. 

In 1847 Sayyid Ahmad published a graphic study of 
Delhi monuments. He was made an Honorary Fellow of the 
Royal Asiatic Society of London. In 1889 an honorary doctorate 
was conferred on him by the University of Edinburgh. 

During 1857 war of independence, Sayyid was loyal to 
the British and received many favours from the Government. 
He tried to art as a bridge between the Muslims and the 
foreign government. He worte a book on the causes of the 
1857 revolt. He concluded that the British were as much 
guilty as the Indians for the uprising. He also wrote a 
commentary in Urdu on the old and New Testaments. In his 
commentary he emphasised the points of similarity between 
Islam and Christianty. He advocated Western Education for 
the Muslims and founded the Muhammedan Anglo-Oriental 
College in 1875, The college was raised to the status of a 
university in 1920. The Muslim orthodoxy citicized him for 
his liberal views. . 

Sayyid was fully convinced of the usefulness of the British 
rule in India. In 1896 he formed the British Indian Association 
to keep the British Parliament posted with Indian affairs. 
He was bitter opponent of the Indian National Congress. 
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7. Ahmad Ullah Shah, Moulvi (1787-1858) 


He was born in a Sunni Muslim family of the Nawabs of 
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Arcot. Sufism was a great influence on him. He became a 
leader of the first war of Indian independence in 1857 and 
fought a number of battles at Lucknow. After the fall of 
Lucknow, he was active in Rohilkhand. He was a great 
terror to the British. British put a prize money over his 
head. He was betrayed by one of his confidants, he cut his 
head with a sword and presented it to British for the prize 
money on June 15, 1858. 
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8. Aiyar, Sir Alladi Krishna Swami (1883-1953) 


Alladi Krishna Swami Aiyar was born on May 14, 1883 in 
a village of Nellore District in Madras. He was educated 
at Madras and started his career as a tutor in history. In 
1933 he went to England for higher studies in. law. By 1920 
he was one of the acknowledged leaders of the Madras Bar. 
After independence he became member of the Drafting 
Committee of the Indian Constitution. Several distinctions 
were conferred upon him including knighthood. 
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9. Ajit Singh, Sardar (d. 1947) 


Sardar Ajit Singh was born at a village in the district of 
Jallundur, Punjab. The exact date of his birth is not known. 
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He was uncle of the famous martyr Sardar Bhagat Singh. 
He was educated at Jallundur and Lahore. He participated 
in the agrarian agitation in 1907 and was deported to 
Mandalay prison in Burma. He brought out a few journals 
and wrote a number of tracts to further the cause of Indian 
freedom. He was closely associated with revolutionary 
activities in India and abroad. He lived in Persia, Rome and 
South America and returned to India in 1947. He died on 
August 15, 1947, the day India became independent. 
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10. Ajmal Khan, Hakim (1863-1927) 


Hakim Ajmal Khan belonged to a traditional family of 
indigenous physicians. His ancestors were court physicians 
of the Mughal emperors. He was chief physician to the 
Nawab of Rampur during 1892-1902. In his early political 
career he was more interested in Muslim politics. He was 
drawn to Mahatma Gandhi and was president of the Indian 
National Congress in 1921. He tried to reorganize the Yunani 
system of medicine and was the founder of the Tibbiya 
College of Delhi. Hakim Ajmal Khan helped in the foundation 
of the Jamia Millia Islamia. He visited a number of foreign 
countries and passed away on 29 December, 1927. 
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11. Aman Gopinath (1898-1983) 


Shri Aman, a veteran freedom fighter belongs to that category 
of political suffers whose spouse was also jailed in the national 
movement and both (Mr. and Mrs.) had the privilege of 
serving the nation in various capacities in the pre- and post- 
independence periods. He was an eminent Urdu poet and 
literatteur, selfless, and devoted social worker, famous 
journalist, able and experienced administrator, honest minister 
with an unflinching faith in value-based politics. A devout 
person Aman had always propagated and lived moral values. 
His knowledge, faith in humanism and spiritualism has 
earned him a name and even to-day Aman is remembered 
as “A-Man’. 

Born on 16 September, 1898 in Lucknow. Aman was 
brought up in a family which was thoroughly nationalist 
and staunchly against colonial regime. His great-great grand 
father was a dewan (minister) of the last Indian ruler of 
Oudh who was dethroned by the British. In spite of 
innumerable hardships the dewan refused to yield to the 
pressures of the British and remained loyal to the ousted 
king. So much so that no member of this family ever joined 
the government service in the pre-independent India. 

Aman’s father (Mahadeo Prasad) had attended the 
Congress Sessions held in Lucknow in 1899 and 1916. He 
was a delegate and pledged to wear the Swadeshi cloth 
only. As the Superintendent Incharge of the Lucknow 
Waterworks he defied the Governor of U.P. and refused to 
handover the municipal water works of Lucknow to a British 
Company. He took the stand that this decision was not taken 
by the Lucknow Municipal Board, therefore, he being an 
employee of the board was not bound by it. This annoyed 
the Governor who ordered Mahadeo Prasad arrest. All the 
- members of Lucknow municipal Board threatened to resign 
enbloc. The Governor had to cancel his order. Such was the 
family background of Aman. 

Gopinath attended the Lucknow session of the Indian 
National Congress in 1916. He was deeply impressed by the 
ideas and personality of Mahatma Gandhi. He adopted tie 
poetic pen-name of “Aman’ (peace). He formally joined the 
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Congress as a primary member in 1920 and became the 
Hony. Secretary of Wazirganj Ward Congress Committee this 
name was included in the list of Satyagrahis of Non- 
Cooperation Movement to court arrest on 15-2-1922 but due 
to the Chauri-Chaura incident Gandhiji called of the 
movement. Aman was elected as the chairman of the Volunteer 
Board of Lucknow City Congress Committee in 1922. He 
was a member of the Lucknow District Congress committee 
during 1922-24. 

Aman shifted to Ghaziabad in 1925 and started practising 
law. He energised the Congress organisation in the town. 
For nearly a decade he was the key figure in organising 
public meetings, poetic symposia, he toured the rural areas 
to enrol Satyagrahis and awaken the rural populace. He 
started Ek Paise Abhiyan collecting one paise for Congress 
fund from each shop everyday. He organised Safai Abhiyan, 
adult literacy drives, removal of untouchability campaigns. 
In 1930 he violated the Salt Act by preparing salt at the 
banks of river Hindon. The police arrived there and tried to 
snatch away the hot ‘karahi’ (frying pan), Amanji held it 
fast close to his chest. He was looking after the arrangements 
of the Satyagrahi Ashram at Devi Mandir (where the 
volunteers used to stay) so he was the persona-non-grata 
with the police. He was sentenced to one and a half years’ 
rigorous imprisonment. As he was too lean and thin (weighing 
less than 100 lbs) he was not given the ‘Chakki Punishment’. 
Aman was kept in Meerut and Faizabad District jails. Other 
fellow political prisoners of these jails were Sarvashri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri, Sadiq Ali, Rustam Sarin, Mahavir Tyagi, 
Balkrishna Sharma ‘Naveen’, Govind Sahai, Raghukul Tilak, 
Mangla Prasad, Algusai Shastri, Mohanlal Gautam, Muzaffar 
Hasan, Ch. Raghubir Narain Singh, Pandit Pyare Lal Sharma, 
Keshav Deo Malviya, Kailash Prakash, Ch. Charan Singh 
etc. 

Aman was released before completing his term in the 
jail due to the Gandhi-Irwin Pact in 1931. He intensified 
Congress activities in the town and courted arrest again in 
the civil disobedience movement in 1932. This adversely 
affected his legal practice. As a result he switched over to 
journalism and joined The Tej, an Urdu daily published from 
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Delhi. He inspired people through his leasing articles, news- 
notes, poems, articles to humorous column—Nagqash-o-Nagar / 
The resigned from the paper in 1947 after serving here as a 
sub-editor, joint editor and the chief editor. 

Aman remained active in political field also. The centre 
of his activities shifted from Ghaziabad to Delhi. He was 
the publicity secretary of the Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee. Be it a public meeting, poetic symposia, workers’ 
meet or press media he propagated moral values, and 
Gandhian as well as Congress ideology. 

In 1942 Aman carried propaganda through his per and 
speeches. He wrote the publicity material which was secretly 
printed and distributed. On 11-8-1942 a Congress procession 
was being taken out under the leadership of Hakim Khalil- 
ur-Rehman. Delhi Police took away Hakim Sahib and the 
pression was lathi charged. Armed constabulary opened fire 
and the mounted police tried to disperse the crowd. There 
was a strong reaction in the public. In the front line of the 
precession there were five ladies, the standard bearer (with 
his Bugle) and Aman Sahib. An infuriated English sergeant 
made an unsuccessful effort to snatch away the flag which 
was resisted by the ladjes. He turned towards the ‘Dhwaj 
Vahak’ and attacked him with long baton. Aman Sahib was 
also beaten by the police officer. She received baton blows 
but refused to budge an inch. An Indian inspector of police 
rushed to the spot and stood between Amaiji and the baton- 
wielding English officer. In order to divert the attention of 
the sergeant he requested him to control the unruly mob at 
the rear of the procession. The British officer moved away. 
The Indian Inspector asked Amanji “Why did you not move. 
He would have killed you”. Amanji replied, “I am a soldier 
of the Congress and Gandhiji is our commander. He has 
taught us Satyagrah not cowardice.” 

In December 1942 Amanji was arrested under the Defence 
of India Rules. He was taken to Delhi District Jail and then 
transferred to Ferozepur where he was kept behind the bars 
for over one to a half years. Other political inmates were 
Sarvshari Biju Patnaik, M.M. Shah, Chaudhary Brahm Prakash, 
Maulana Ahmed Saeed, Brijkishan Chandiwali, Radha Raman, 
Maulana Nooruddin Bihari, Fazid-ul-Haq Ansari, Mir 
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Mushtaq Ahmed, Dr Yudhvir Singh, Kshem Chandra Suman, 
Brishbhan Gupta, Jugal Kishore Khanna etc. Aman organised 
political and literary functions in the jail also. 

After his release in 1945 Aman became all the more 
politically active. Besides his editorial duties in the Tej he 
was busy in spreading the political awakening in the masses. 
He presided over the first public meeting of the Delhi Pradesh 
Congress Committee in 1945 at the Gandhi Grounds, Delhi. 
In 1946-47 he translated Gandhiji’s Articles in Urdu. He 
was entrusted with the work of pansleting some portions 
of draft constitution of India. 

During the communal riots on the eve of Indian 
Independence Aman worked day and night to maintain law 
and order, and communal harmony. He gave shelter and 
food to the needy during this period. Smt. Indira Gandhi 
came to Amanji’s residence twice and visited the nearby 
areas. Mahatma Gandhi also addressed a public meeting in 
the locality which was organised by Amanji. One communal 
frenzied man placed a dagger on Amanji’s heart theatening 
him to kill but this could not deter him from his path of 
humanism and communal harmony. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
appreciated the efforts of Shri Aman. 

To check the newspapers from spreading communalism 
the chief commissioner of Delhi appointed Shri Aman as 
the State Press Officer a post which he held for 4 years. 
Latre an the post was designated as the Press Advisor. J. 
Sahibzada Kurshed Ahmed Khan the Chief Commissioner 
once remarked “If I had five officers like Aman Sahib, 
communal riots would not have occurred in Delhi.” When 
the Court upheld an appeal of a newspaper against an action 
taken by Amanji he submitted resignation. The Home Minister 
of India told the Chief Commissioner to congratulate the 
conscientious officer and assured him to make legal Changes 
to control such newspapers. As a result the Constitution of 
India was amendel. 

In 1952 Shri Aman was elected to the Delhi State Assembly 
and became its first Deputy Speaker. He was appointed the 
chairman of Delhi State Transport Authority. Next year, he 
was appointed as minister in Chaudhary Brahm Prakash’s 
ministry. Sh. Brahm Prakashji said, “we selected Aman Sahib 
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as nobody could dare talk of anything unmoral or unethical 
in his presence.” He was an example for honesty, integrity 
and sincerity for others. He was the minister for development, 
jail, Harijan, welfare, information and broadcasting, law, 
languages, labour, Social welfare etc. 

In 1955 a new Urdu daily named Sansar appeared from 
Delhi. Aman Sahib was its chief Editor. He was appointed 
chairman of Delhi Public library (a UNESCO project) and 
Delhi Library Board. He presided over the South East Asian 
Seminar on Library System. Amanji came in contact with 
Acharya Tulsi—the Spansor of Anuvrat Movement. He was 
the President of Delhi Pradesh Anuvrat Samiti, and Vice 
President of All India Samiti for nearly 3 decades. He was 
a member of the Film Censure Advisory Regional Panel for 
North India. He was the Incharge of Urdu Publicity in the 
All India Congress Committee in 1956-57. 

After the abolition of the Delhi State Assembly a new 
set up was introduced in 1958. Two advisors were appointed 
to advise the Lt. Governor of Delhi and Sh. Gopinath Aman 
was one of them. In 1906 this set up was replaced by the 
Delhi Metropolitan Council. Aman Sahib was a nominated 
member of the Council and he administered oath to the 
members as the pro-tempare Chairman. Due to arthrities 
his movement was restricted and he retired from active politics 
but his literary and social activities continued. He has written 
the following books: 


Simon Commission Aur Sheikh Chilli (1928) 

Congress ke Pachas Saal (1935) 

Karvan-O-Manzil (1950) 

Life of Subhas Chandra Bose (1952) 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad (1952) 

Jawaharlal Nehru (1952) 

Sardar Patel (1952) 

Urdu Sahitya Ka Itihas (1953) 

‘Naya Chaman (1955) 

Chaurang (1963) 

Aquidet ka Phool (1969) 

Apni Kahani (translation of Rajendra Baxi’s autobiography 
in Urdu). . 
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Aman Sahib was honoured by the U.P. Urdu Academy 
and Delhi Sahitya Kala Parishad for his services to literature. 
For his services to the Society he was awarded Padma Bhushan 
By the President of India in 1977. Amanji departed for his 
heavenly abode on 7.7.1983. 
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12. Aman, Raghunath Kumari (1910-1990) 


Smt. Raghunath Kumari was born in 1910 in a Zamindar 
family and was nurtured in a feudalistic tradition. But after 
her marriage with Sh. Gopi Nath Aman (a well known 
freedom fighter, poet, journalist, Minister and Padma Bhushan) 
in 1927 she totally changed her life style and became active 
in the freedom struggle. In 1930 she alongwith Smt. Gayatri 
Devi, w/o Ch. Charan Singh sat on a dharna outside tehsildars’ 
office at Gaziabad to protest against the Salt Act. Her husband 
was jailed in 1930 and 1932, Civil Disobedience Movements, 
as well as in 1942 Quit India Movement. She courageously 
faced hardships and actively participated in the constructive 
programme of the Congress such as the cleanliness and 
assimilation drives in the Harijan Basti, Charkha Katai Yagya 
propogation and promotion of Khadi, Mahila Jagrati, 
communal harmony to campaign against untouchability etc. 
She was a habitual khadi-wearer and used to attend Congress 
meetings and processions. 

In 1942 she courted arrest in Quit India Movement by 
leading a women’s procession. The Magistrate (A.C. Kavan) 
in order to discourage her used a psychological technique, 
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‘What type of mother are you? Dont you have love for your 
small children, apologise and go home.’ Smt. Raghunath- 
Kumari firmly replied, ‘we, too are the children of India 
and have a duty towards our motherland. It is not a crime 
why should I apologise.’ The infuriated magistrate sentenced 
her to six months’ rigorous imprisonment or Rs. 60 as fine 
Smt. Aman refused to pay this fine. Though she was not 
keeping good health those days Smt Aman preferred rigorous 
imprisonment and was kept in the District Jail Meerut. After 
her release she worked with more zest for the emancipation 
of the country. 

During communal riots proceeding independence the 
Aman couple (Shri and Shrinati Gopi Nath Aman) worked 
day to night for communal harmony. She gave shelter to 
women and children of the hut dwellers in her house. Smt. 
Indira Gandhi twice visited her residence and went round 
the area. The credit goes to Sh. Gopi Nath Aman & Smt. 
Raghunath Kumari Aman that there was not a single incident 
of violence in that locality. She looked after an ailing old 
Muslim couple who had no issue and were receiving threats 
from communalists. 

In the post independence period she diverted her energies 
to the nation building activities. She was the founder member 
of the Delhi Mahila League. She started a Mahila Shilpa 
Kendra, Kasturba Baeika Vidyalay at her residence to arrange 
lectures of prominent women leaders to spread awakening 
among the female section of the local populace. A Kirtan 
Mandali of women was formed which gave programmes at 
the AIR station, Delhi. 

Smt. Aman remained actively associated with the Indian 
National Congress throughout her life. She was elected as a 
delegate of Delhi Sadar and Treasurer of the West Delhi 
Congress Committee, Vice Chairman of the Mahila Samiti 
of the Delhi Pradesh Congress and was a delegate of the All 
India Congress Committee. She had attended Congress 
Sessions in Delhi, Nagpur, Bhavnagar, Avadi, Bhubneshwar 
etc. In 1962 she contested Delhi Municipal Corporation 
elections on the Congress ticket. After Shri Aman’s illness 
she confined herself to social service activities such as child 
education and Mahila Jagriti. 


158 A Dictionary of Freedom Fighters 


A religious disciple of Udaseen-Acharya Mahant Sh. 
Harkishan Das Ji Maharaj Smt. Aman was a devout lady 
absorbed in spiritual pursuits, puja-dhyan etc. So much so 
that when she departed for her heavenly abode on 5-7-1990 
‘Ram-Naam’ was on her lips. Over a dozen social religious 
and political organisations to institutions paid her tributes. 
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13. Amba Prashad, Sufi (1858-1915) 


Sufi Amba Prasad was born in 1858 in a Kayastha family 
at Moradabad (U.P.). He had his education at Moradabad 
and Jallundur. He was a follower of Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak and a close associate of Sardar Ajit Singh. He was a 
reputed journalist and belonged to the revolutionary school. 
He was a prolific writer and wrote a number of pamphlets. 

Sufi Amba Prasad was bitterly opposed to the even 
economic policies of the British Government in India. 
However, he appreciated the British system of Government 
which allowed freedom of speech and writing. 

Sufi Amba Prasad was a Persian scholar and he went to 
Iran in 1908. He made a common cause with the Iranian 
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revolutionaries. He remained a leftist throughout his life 
and died in exile in Iran on 21 February, 1921. 


References 


Nav Bharat Times (Hindi, Delhi), Issue of 21 December, 1963. 
The Chand, Allahabad, Nov. 1928. 


14. Ambedkar, Dr. B.R. (1891-1956) 


Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was born on 14 April, 1891 of 
Mahar (untouchable) parents. His father was Ramji Malogi 
Sankpal and mother Bihmabai. Ramji was a military Subedar 
and a follower of Kabir. Bhimrao was the fourteenth child 
of his parents. He was married to Rambai in 1905. His wife 
died in 1935. 

Ambedkar had his education at Satara, Bombay, U.S.A. 
and England. He obtained his PhD. from Colombia University 
in 1916. and was called to bar in 1923. 

Ambedkar started his legal practice at the Bombay High 
Court in 1924. At the same time he started his public career 
as a social worker, a politician, a writer and an educationist. 
He brought out a Marathi fortnightly the Mook-nayak (leader 
of the Dumb). In 1924 he organized a body Bahishkrit Hitkarini 
Sabha for the moral and material progress of the untouchables. 
Between 1925 and 1930 he set up a number of boarding 
houses for the untouchables. Hindu inter-caste dinner and 
inter-caste marriage constituted an important component of 
his social programme. 

Ambedkar led a Satyagraha at Mahad, District Kolaba 
to establish the civic right of the untouchables to draw water 
from a tank. In 1930, he led another Satyagraha to secure 
the entry of the untouchables in a temple at Nasik. 

During this period, his eminence as a jurist also gained 
wide recognition. In 1928 he was appointed a Professor in 
the Governmet Law College, Bombay. Subsequently he rose 
to be the Principal of that College. 

In politics Ambedkar emerged as the leader of the 
Depressed Classes. He was a nominated member of the 
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Bombay Legislative Assembly. He was nominated as a 
delegate to the Round Table Conference while Ambedkar 
was in favour of the separate electorate for the untouchables, 
Gandhiji opposed it and went on a fast unto death to annual 
it. On September 24, 1932 the Poona Pact was made which 
secured reservation of seats for the untouchables in the general 
constituencies. | 

Ambedkar felt that the untouchable could not get justice 
within the Hindu fold. He embraced Buddhism on 14 October, 
1956 along with a large number of his followers at Nagpur. 

Ambedkar founded the Independent Labour Party of 
India in 1936 and the Scheduled Castes Federation in 1942. 
He was member of the Governor-General’s Executive Council 
from July 1942 to March 1946. Ambedkar founded the People’s 
Education Society in 1946 to promote education among the 
scheduled castes. 

Although Ambedkar was opposed to the Indian National 
Congress, the Congress recognised his eminence as a national 
leader. He was made the Law Minister and also the Chairman 
of the Drafting Committee to frame the constitution of India. 
Ambedkar drafted the constitution successfully for which 
he wes praised by all. He also drafted the Hindu Code Bill 
and was called the modern Manu. The bill was opposed in 
camera by some of his cabinet colleagues. He was frustrated 
and resigned from the Government. He was defeated in 
parliamentary elections and died on 6 December, 1956. 

Ambedkar was a relentless critic of the Hindu Society. 
Some of his outstanding books are: Castes in India, Annihilation 
of Caste, The Problem of the Rupee; Thoughts on Pakistan; Mr. 
Gandhi and the Emancipation of the Untouchables; States and 
Minorities, Thoughts on Linguistic States 
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15. Amir Chand, Master (1915) 


Amir Chand was born ina Vaish Family of Delhi. His exact 
date of birth is not known. Amir Chand was student of St. 
Stephens School College, Delhi. He was a teacher by 
profession. He was associated with Hanumant Sahay, Avadh 
Behari, Bal Mukund and Basant Kumar Biswas in his 
revolutionary activities. The Bengal extremists and the Delhi. 
revolutionary. group threw a bomb at Lord Hardinge in 
Chandni Chowk on December 23, 1912. The bomb was actually 
thrown by Basant Kumar Biswas. A large number of arrests 
were made. The trial lasted for more than a year, ending 
with the execution of Master Amir Chand, Bhai Bal Mukund 
and Master Awadh Behari in the Delhi Jail on 8 the May, 
1915. 
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16. Amrit Kaur, Rajkumari (1889-1964) 


Rajkumari Amrit Kaur was born on 2 February, 1889 at 
Lucknow. She belonged to the royal family of Kapurthala 
State. She was the daughter of Raja Sir Harnam Singh. Her 
father was a convert to Christianity. 

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur had her early education in England. 
She was a good tennis player and did not marry. 

Amrit Kaur came under the influence of Mahatma Gandhi 
and became one of his close followers. She was interested in 
women’s problems and held important positions in All India 
Women’s Conference. She attended the UNESCO in London 
in 1945 and in Paris in 1946 as a number of the Indian 
delegation. After independence in 1947 she was appointed 
the first Health Minister of India. 

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur participated and the Salt 
Satyagraha and the Quit India Movements. She was 
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imprisoned a number times. Her main fields of activity were 
female education and upliftment of the Harijans. 
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17. Andrews, Charles Freer (1871-1940) 


Charles Freer Andrews was born on 12 February 1871 at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. He studied at Cambridge University 
and was ordained in the Church of England in 1896. 

Andrews arrived in India to teach at St. Stephens College, 
Delhi. The Principal of the college S.K. Rudra was a good 
friend and through him Andrews came in contact with Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale, Lala Lajpat Rai, Tej Bahadur Sapru and 
Dadabhai Naoroji. ; 

Andrews started to question the basis of the British rule 
in India as a result of racial policy of the Government. He 
met Rabindranath Tagore in 1912 in London and was 
captivated by his personality and writings. 

Andrews tried to become a bridge between East and 
West. He often spoke on Tagore and India culture to learned 
gatherings all over the would. He attempted to be bound 
up with the life of India in every respect. 

In 1913 Andrews went to South Africa to help the Indian 
community there. He met Gandhiji and stayed at his Phoenix 
Ashram. This led to a life-long friendship between Gandhiji 
and Andrews. Andrews also visited Fiji, Australia, New 
Zealand, West Indies and British Guiana to mobilise support 
for Indians residing in those countries. From 1920 Andrews 
worked closely with the Congress leaders and advocated 
complete independence for India through his speeches and 
writings. He was with Gandhiji during the second Round 
Table Conference in London. 

Andrews was deeply concerned with the plight of the 
poor and he constantly worked for their upliftment. He 
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championed the cause of labour among Indian seamen, 
Cotton-workers, railway employees and untouchable. He 
joined the Vykom Satyagraha in 1925 and collaborated with 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar for improving the lot of Harijans. 
Andrews attended the Christian World Conference at 
Tambaram. He passed away in 5 April, 1940 in a hospital at 
Calcutta. Gandhiji said of Andrews “He preaches through 
his life as very few do, and he preaches the purest love.” 
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18. Annadurai, C.N. (1909-1969) 


Conjeevaram Natarajan Annadurai, Called ‘Anna’ (elder 
brother) was born on 15 September, 1909, in a Hindu lower 
middle class family at Kancheepuram near Madras. His 
father was handloom weaver. 

Annadurai was educated at Kancheepuram and Madras. 
He obtained his M.A. Degree in 1934 in Economics. After 
his M.A. he worked as a teacher in a high school for nearly 
a year. Then he turned to journalism and politics which 
remained his principal interests in life. 

In his early political career Anna was associated with 
the Justice Party and was opposed to the Congress Party. 
He came into contact with Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy in 1934. 

Anna was associated with a number of Tamil papers 
like Vidulhalai, Kudi Arasu, Davinddandu, Malei Mani and Karchi: 
He was also interested in literature and made a work as a 
playwright and writer of short stories. 

| In 1944 the Justice Party was renamed Dravida Kazhagam. 
It dropped its pro-British attitude and became a man-based 
party. The Dravida Kayhagam was split in 1949 and 
Annadurai started Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. 
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The DMK soon became a formidable force in Madras 
and formed the first DMK Government in 1967. Annadurai 
was installed as the Chief Minister. He remained at this 
position for two years and breathed his last on February 3, 
1969. 

Annadurai was never against the political unity of India. 
But he wanted the maximum autonomy for the States within 
the Indian Constitution. 


References 


The Mail, dtd. 4.3.1965. 

The Indian Express, dtd. 30.3.1967. 

The Statesinan, dtd., 10.4.1967. 

The Economic Times, dtd. 5.6.1967. 

Fort St. George Gazette Extraordinary, dtd. 3.2.1967. 


19. Ansari, Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad, (1880-1936) 


The Ansaris belonged to the Ghazipur District of U.P. wher 
M.A. Ansari was born on December 25, 1880. His father was 
Haji Abdur-Rahman and mother Ilahan Bibi. 

Mukhtar Ahmad received his education at Ghazipur, 
Allahabad and Hyderabad. He did his medical graduation 
from Madras Medical College. He went to England for higher 
medical studies. He distinguished there in the field of surgery. 
Dr. Ansari stayed in England for ten years from 1900 to 
1910. He developed intimate relations with leading Indian 
nationalist leaders who used to visit London those days. 
Motilal Nehru, Hakim Ajmal Khan and young Jawaharlal 
Nehru were some such leaders. 

Dr. Ansari returned to India in 1910 and established his 
practice at Delhi. He started taking active part in politics 
and played an important role in the Lucknow Pact of 1916. 
In 1918 he presided over the annual session of the Muslim 
League held at Delhi. He championed the cause of Khilafat 
and complete independence. He held a high position in the 
Congress Party also. He was a member of its Working 
Committee and its general secretary for a number of years. 
Gandhiji used to stay with him whenever he visited Delhi. 
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He was instrumental in setting up Jamia Millia Islamia at 
Delhi and Kashi Vidyapeeth at Benares. Dr. Ansari passed 
away on May 10, 1956. 
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20. Aruna Asaf Ali (1909-1996) 


Aruna Asaf Ali was born in 1909 in a Bengali Brahmin 
family. Her father ran a hotel in Nainital she had desired 
to become a nun during her school days when she was 19 
years of age, she was engaged to Asaf Ali, a brilliant lawyer, 
and married him inspite the opposition from her family. 

Asaf Ali was twenty years older than herself. Aruna 
accompanied her husband to some foreign countries. 

Since Asaf Ali was active in politics Aruna was also 
drawn into the freedom movement. She was influenced by 
the leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
Jaya Prakash Narayan, Ram Manohar Lohia and Achyut 
Patwardhan, Aruna participated in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement in 1930 and went to jail. She also courted arrest 
during the individual satyagraha movement in 1941. _ 

Aruna Asaf Ali played a prominent role in the Quit 
India Movement of 1942. She went underground and built 
up an underground centre to guide the movement. She 
remained underground till 1946 when the warrant of arrest 
against her was withdrawn. 

Aruna was elected President of Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee in 1947. In 1948 she joined the Socialist Party 
and formed her own group left socialist group. She worked 
with the Communist Party of India for some time and again 
joined the Congress in 1964. She was elected Delhi's first 
mayor and was an leading member of the Indo-Soviet Cultural 
Society, All India Peace Council and National Federation of 
Indian Women. She started two newspapers also—the Link 
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and the Patriot and ran a publishing house. She wrote her 
reminiscences of Jawaharlal Nehru and passed away on 29 
July, 1996. She had won many awards including Jawaharlal 
Nehru International Goodwill Award as well as Lenin Peace 
Award. 


References 


B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, History of the Indian National Congress, Vol. 
II. 

Bijain Mitra and Phani Chakravaraty (eds.), Rebel India. 

J.K. Khanna, Life-Sketch of Mrs. Aruna Asaf Ali. 

L.P. Sinha, the Left Wing in India. 


21. Arundale, George Sydney (1878-1945) 


George Sydney Arundale was born in England on 1 December, 
1878. His father John Kay was a clergyman. Arundale 
graduated in philosophy and law from Cambridge University 
in 1903. Shortly after he came to India and joined the Central 
Hindu College had been started by Mrs. Annie Besant. 
Arundale worked as Professor of English and later he was 
appointed as its principal. In 1930 Arundale married Rukmani 
Devi. 

George Arundale was drawn to the Indian national 
movement during the Home Rule Movement launched by 
Miss. Annie Besant. In 1917 he was arrested and interned. 

Arundale was deeply interested in educational activities. 
He organized a Society for the Promotion of National 
Education. He was also a strong supporter of the Swadeshi 
Movement. He is particularly remembered for his theosophical 
work. He was a noted writer. His publications include: 
Authority (1933), My Work as the President of the Theosophical 
Society (1934), Peace and War (1938). 

George Arundale served the country of his adoption for 
four decades and passed away on 12 August, 1945. 
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22. Asaf Ali (1889-1953) 


Asaf Ali was born on 11 May, 1988 at Delhi in an upper 
middle class Muslim family. He received the traditional 
Islamic education in his boyhood and did his graduation 
from the St. Stephen’s College, Delhi. He studied for Bar 
at Lincoln’s Inn in London and completed his legal training 
in 1912. 

Asaf Ali returned to India in 1914 and set up his legal 
practice at Delhi. He joined the Home Rule Movement strated 
by Mrs. Annie Beasant during World War I. He participated 
in fhe Non-Cooperation Movement of Mahatma Gandhi and 
was sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment. 

Asaf Ali was active in the Khilafat Movement. He was 
made the Secretary General of the Congress Party in 1927 
and a number of the Congress Working Committee in 1930. 
Between 1934 and 1946 he served in the Central Legislative 
Assembly. He was also elected to the Delhi Municipal 
Committee. Asaf Ali was an ardent advocate of Hindu-Muslim 
Unity. During the 1942 movement he was arrested along 
with other Congress leaders. 

After his release, he assisted Bhulabhai Desai in the defence 
of the INA heroes. He became Minister of Transport in the 
Interim Government and was sent to Washington as India’s 
ambassodor to U.S.A. He represented India in a number of 
international conferences, was governor of Orrisa from 1948 
to 1952 and passed away on 2 April, 1953. 

Asaf Ali married Aruna Ganguli in 1928, who Recome 
Aruna Asaf Ali and played an important role in freedom 
movement. 

Asaf Ali was a man of refined tastes. He was a lover of 
poetry. His hospitality was great. 
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24. Aurobindo, Sri (1872-1950) 


Sri Aurobindo was born in Calcutta on August 15, 1872. He 
was sent to England when he was only seven years old. He 
learnt Latin, Greek, French, German, Italian and Spanish. 
He successfully competed in the I.C.S. examination but did 
not join it. He returned to India in 1893 and joined the 
Baroda State Service. He spent thirteen years in Baroda and 
mostly in the Education Department. 

Aurobindo began his political career in 1893. He published 
his articles in Indu Prakash of Bombay. He drew up a plan of 
revolutionary work in 1902. Sister Nivedita, an English disciple 
of Swami Vivekananda joined him in his journalistic activities. 

The Partition of Bengal brought Sri Aurobindo to the 
forefront of politics. He went to Calcutta as Principal of the 
rely set up National College. He started the Bengali daily 
Yugantar and joined the English daily Bande Mataram 
Aurobindo belogned to the militant school of Indian 
Nationalism. He was a little too fiery in his temperament. 
He shot into the political firmament and also disappeared 
from it like a rocket. To Aurobindo nationalism was a spiritual 
mission and a religious duty. He was arrested and tried for 
terrorists connection but the charge could not be proved. 
C.R. Das acted as his defence counsel and prophesied that 
Aurobindo would be looked upon as the poet of patriotism, 
as the prophet of nationalism and as the lover of humanity. 
His words would be echoed and reached, not only in India 
but across distant seas and lands. Before the British 
Government could arrest Aurobindo again, he left India and 
found sanctuary in the French colony of Pondicherry. He 
left politics and devoted himself to spiritual matters. He 
received help and cooperation from an enlightened French 
lady Miss Paul Richard who became famous as the Mother. 

In 1926 Aurobindo retired into seclusion which was 
maintained till his death on December 5, 1950. Some of the 
important publications of Sri Aurobindo are The Life Divine; 
The Synthesis; The Human Cycle; The Ideal of Human Unity; The 
Future Poetry; Essays on the Gita; The Foundations of Indian 
Culture; and the epic Savitri. 
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25. Azad, Maulana Abul Kalam (1888-1958) 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was the son of Maulana 
Kheriuddin and Begum Aliah. He was born in 1888. His 
original name was Muhiyuddin. He received traditional 
Muslim education from his father and did not attend any 
institution of Western education. The writings of Sir Sayyid 
Ahmed Khan impressed him during his young age. 

In 1908 Azad travelled abroad and visited Iraq, Egypt, 
Syria and Turkey. He started the Urdu weekly Al Hilal in 
1912. The paper made a tremendous impact on the Muslim 
mind. 

Azad participated in the Khilafat movement. He joined 
the Indian National Congress and was twice elected President 
of the party in 1923 and 1940. He went to prison a number 
of times and was the foremost nationalist Muslim leader. 
He led the negotiations with the British Cabinet in 1946. He 
was the first Education Minister of Free India, he occupied 
this position till his death on February 22, 1958. 

Maulana Azad appointed the first Education Commission 
(1948) and then Secondary Education Commission (1952). 
He was also instrumental in establishing the University Grants 
Commission. | 

Maulana Azad was liberal in his religious view. He 
recognized the essential unity of all religions which reach 
the same goal. He throughout his life stood for composite 
Indian nationalism. His commentary on Quran is considered 
a classic and gives a liberal interpretation of Islam. 
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26. Azimullah Khan (d. 1859) 


Azimullah Khan was one of the leading figures of the 1857 
war of independence. His exact date of birth is not known. 
He was brought up in an orphanage and learnt English and 
French in a Government school at Kanpur. 

Azimullah Khan joined the service of Nana Sahib and 
went on his behalf to England to plead his pension’s case. 
He played a prominent role in the Revolt of 1857 at Kanpur 
and acted as an advisor to Nana Sahib Peshwa. He organised 
the uprising by visiting important centres in Northern India. 
He was in favour of Hindu-Muslim unity. He tried to secure 
foreign help against the British but failed in his endeavour. 
After the failure of the war of independence he fled to Nepal 
along with his master Nana Sahib. He died there in 1859. 
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27. Bahadur Shah Zafar (1775-1862) 


Bahadur Shah Zafar was the last ruler of the Mughal dynasty 
founded by Babar in 1526. He was thirty-second in succession 
after him. He ascended the throne in 1837. 

Bahadur Shah Zafar was a scholar of Urdu, Persian and 
Arabic. He was a talented poet and a student of Soofi 
philosophy. Ibrahim Zang was his poetry tutor. He married 
several times. His favourite wife was Zeenat Mahal. 
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The East India Company and the British authorities treated 
Zafar not as a monarch but only as a pensioner. He was 
entitled to a monthly stipend of Rs. 1 Lakh. 

Bahadur Shah was 82 when the first war of independence 
broke out in May, 1857. A body of rebel sepoys forced. their 
way into the Red Fort on May 11, 1857 and declared Bahadur 
Shah to be their leader. Bahadur Shah agreed reluctantly. 
His role was passive throughout the war. When Delhi fell 
towards the end of September, 1857 Bahadur Shah was 
captured at the tomb of Humayan. He was tried and convicted. 
He was exiled to Rangoon where he passed away in 1862. 
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28. Bajaj, Jamnalal (1882-1942) 


Jamnalal was born on November, 1889 at a village in Jaipur 
State. He was adopted by a distant relation Seth Bachhraj 
of Wardha. Jamnalal was married to Jankidevi at the age 
of 13. He had modest education. He was drawn towards 
a number of public figures like Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya, 
Rebindranath Tagore, Lokmanya Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi 
Gandhiji treated him as his fifth son. 

Jamnalal Bajaj was elected Chairman of the Reception 
Committee of the Nagpur Session of the Indian National 
_ Congress. He worked as the treasurer of the Congress Party 
throughout his life Jamnalal participated in all the major 
movements launched by Mahatma Gandhi. He was 
particularly interested in the Constructive Programme 
particularly upliftment of the Harijans. He died of a sudden 
haemorrhage of February 11, 1942. Gandhiji wrote about 
him: “Never was a mortal blessed with a son like him. There 
is hardly any activity of mine in which I did not receive his 
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full-heated cooperation and in which it did not prove to be 
of the greatest value.” 
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29. Bal Mukund, Bhai (1891-1916) 


Bhai Bal Mukund was born in a village in Western Punjab 
about the year 1911. He was a cousin of the revolutionary 
leader Bhai Parmanand. 

Bal Mukund joined the circle of Delhi revolutionaries 
who were instrumental in throwing a bomb at Lord Hardinge 
in Chandni Chowk in 1912. He was arrested, tried and hanged. 
He was twenty-five at the time of his execution. His wife 
Ram Rakhi died the same day. Both were cremated together. 
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30. Banerjee, Surendranath (1848-1925) 


Surendranath Banerjee was born in a Brahmin family in 
Calcutta on 10 November, 1848. He graduated from the 
‘Calcutta University in 1868 and in the same year proceeded 
to England to compete for the Indian Civil Service. He 
passed the trial examination in 1871 and was posted to 
Sylhet as Assistant Magistrate. However, he was dismissed 
from the service on racial grounds. He storeted his career 
as professor of English. He taught at a number of colleges 
and founded his own college which is now known as 
Surendranath College. Surendranath Banerjee was an eloquent 
speaker and his speeches made a powerful appeal to the 
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young minds. He founded the Indian Association on 26 
July, 1876. The Association was intended to he the centre 
for an all India political movement. Surendranath undertook 
an all India tour on behalf of the Association and was 
successful in awakening a spirit of unity among the people 
residing in different parts of India. This tour of Surendranath 
Banerjee constitutes a landmark in the history of the freedom 
struggle. 

The Indian Association sponsored the two sessions of 
the National Conference in 1883 and 1885. Immediately after 
the second session of the National Conference in Calcutta, 
the first session of the Indian National Congress was held 
at Bombay on 28 December, 1885. The National Conference 
was merged in the Indian National Congress. Surendranath 
Banerjee played a leading role in the Congress. He twice 
became its president in 1895 and 1902. He took a leading 
part in the agitation against the partition in 1905. He was 
hailed as the uncrowned king of Bengal. 

Surendranath Banerjee was a moderate nationalist. He 
was a great admirer of the English connection. Loyalty to 
the British was the keynote of his political philosophy. 

The Home Rule League and the emergence of Gandhiji 
in Indian Politics eclipsed him. He walked out of the Congress 
in 1918 and accepted the Ministry under the Government of 
India Act, 1919. He was also knighted. He died on 6 August, 
1925. 
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peat Banerjee, Woomesh Chandra (1844-1906) 


Woomesh Chandra Banerjee was born on 29 December, 1844 
in an upper middle class Brahmin family of Calcutta. He 
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was married to Hemangini Devi in 1862 and had four sons 
and four daughters. 

In 1864 Woomesh Chandra Banerjee went to England to 
study law. He was called to Bar in 1867. On his return to 
India he established his reputation as a lawyer. 

Woomesh Chandra was an admirer of Western education. 
He was Calcutta University. In 1894-95 he represented the 
Calcutta University in the Legislative Council of Bengal. He 
was moderate in politics and presided over the first session 
of the Indian National Congress held in Bombay in 1885. 
He advocated the establishment of a Royal Commission for 
the reduction of the military expenditure. 
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32. Barkatullah, Mohammed (d. 1928) 


Very little is known about the parentage and early life of 
Barkatullah. He was an inhabitant of Bhopal and in his 
early youth he went to England for education. He came in 
contact with Indian revolutionaries there. He worked as a 
colleague of Raja Mahendra Pratap and Lala Har Dayal. He 
was associated with the Ghadar Party. Barkatullah is one 
of those freedom fighters who spent the major part of their 
lives abroad and from these served the cause of Indian 
freedom struggle. 
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33. Besant, Annie (1847-1933) 


Annie Besant was born in London on October 1.1847. Her 
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father was William Pagewood and her mother Emily Morries. 
She had a brother Henry Wood. The father of Annie died 
when she was only five years old. His death left family in 
serious financial crisis. Annie lived with Miss Marriyat for 
during her early years. Miss Marryat taught her English, 
French and German and inculcated in her the habit of social 
service. Annie was married to Rev. Frank Besant in 1967. 
Two children were born to her. But her married life was not 
happy. The couple separated in 1873. 

Annie Besant came into contact with Charles Bradlaugh 
in 1874. She became to editor with Bradlaugh of the National 
Reformer. She was known as Bradlaugh’s second in command. 

Annie Beasant read H.P. Blavatsky’s The Secret Doctrine 
in 1889 and was much impressed with it. She joined the 
Theosophical Society and became a prominent worker. After 
the death of Col. Olcott in 1907 she was elected President of 
the Society. She held that position till her death on 21 
September 1933. 

Annie Beasant first come to India on 16 November 1893. 
She studied Hindu religion and scriptures and lectured on 
various themes concerning India. She wrote a large member 
of books dealing with religion, education, national movement 
and social problems. She founded a weekly newspaper 
Commonweal in 1914 to propagate his political ideas. 

Annie Beasant was deeply influenced by the Home Rule 
Movement of Ireland. She started the same movement in 
India along with Lokmanya Tilak. Both the leaders worked 
unitedly for the cause. Annie Beasant’s goal of the Home 
Rule was that of a self governing colony. 

The Home Rule Movement reached its peak in 1917. 
Mrs. Beasant was interned along with two of her closest 
associates, G.S. Arundale and B.P. Wadia. In August 1917 
she was elected the President of the Calcutta Session of the 
Indian National Congress. 

By this time Gandhiji had emerged on Indian political 
scene and completed his technique of non-violent resistance. 
Mrs Besant could not appreciate the technique and she parted 
company with the Congress in 1920. However her creative 
work in India continued till her death. She founded the 
Central Hindu College of Benares and cooperated with Pandit 
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Madan Mohan Malviya in establishing the Benares Hindu 
University. 

Mrs. Besant started the Scouts movement in India. She 
also promoted the cause of women awakening. 
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34. Bhagat Singh, Sardar (1907-1931) 


Bhagat Singh was born on 27 September, 1907 at the Village 
of Banja in Layalpur District, now in Pakistan. He was the 
second son of Kishan Singh and Vidyavati. His cousin Ajit 
Singh was also an eminent revolutionary. 

Bhagat Singh was educated at the National College, Lahore 
and was influenced by Lala Lajpat Rai. He left college 
education and worked in the Pratap Press of Ganesh Shankar 
Vidyarthi. He joined the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association and participated in the Akali agitation. He and 
Rajguru killed J.P. Saunders, an Assistant Superintendent of 
Police. Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutta threw a bomb in the 
Central Assembly. Both of them were arrested along with 
Rajguru. They were tried and hanged in Lahore Central Jail 
on 23 March, 1931 at about of 7.30 P.M. in the evening. 
Their corpses were not handed over to their relations but 
were cremated by the police at the dead of the night on the 
banks of the river Satluj, near Ferozepur. 

Bhagat Singh is remembered as Shahid-i-Azam or the 
Greatest of the martyrs by his grateful countrymen. Bhagat 
Singh was a nationalist, a Socialist and a republican to the 
core. 
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35. Bhagwan Singh, Giani (1893-1962) 


Bhagwan Singh Giani was a prominent Ghadar leader. He 
worked in Hong-kong, Canada, and U.S.A. He toured 
Phillipines, Japan, Sharghai and Panama to enlist volunteers. 
Among the men who influenced him most were Lala Hardayal, 
Ram Chand Peshawari, Sohan Singh Bhakna, Rash Behari 
Bose and Maulvi Barkatullah. He was repatriated to India 
in 1958 on the invitation of Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon, the 
then Chief Minister of Punjab. He died in 1962. 
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36. Bhagwati Charan (1907-1930) 


Bhagvati Charan was a close associate of Sardar Bhagat 
Singh. He was born at Lahore in an upper middle class 
Brahmin family. He was born in 1907. His father Rai Bahadur 
Pandit Shiv Charan was a senior official in the Railway 
Department. 

Bhagvati Charan was married to Durga Devi who was 
also a freedom fighter of repute and suffered much for the 
country. 

Bhagvati Charan was a student of National College, Lahore 
which was run by Lala Lajpat Rai. 
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The active political career of Bhagvati Charan Started 
with the foundation of the Nav Jawan Bharat Sabha in 1927. 
Bhagvati Charan was propaganda secretary of the Sabha. 
The programme of the Nav Jawan Sabha was planned on 
the Communist lines. 

The police lathi charged the anti-Simon Commission 
demonstration on 20 October, 1948 at Lahore. Lala Lajpat 
Rai received serious injuries and he died after the few days 
of the incident. The revolutionaries decided to avenge the 
murder of Lala Lajpat Rai. They killed Saunders, a police 
official as a reprisal. Bhagvati Charan was closely associated 
with the incident. 

Bhagvati Charan was also involved in the planning of 
throwing a bomb in the Central Legislative Assembly. The 
bomb was actually thrown by Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar 
Dutt. Both of them were arrested. Bhagvati Charan and his 
colleagers wanted to rescue from prison Bhagat Singh and 
his accomplice. But the plan could not be implemented as 
Bhagvati Charan died on 28 May, 1930 in a sudden bomb 
explosion. 
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37. Bhakna, Baba Sohan Singh (1870-1968) 


Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna was born in Khutrae Khurd village 
in the Amritsar district of Punjab in 1870. He lost his father 
during his infancy and was brought up by his mother Rani 
Kaur. He came in contact with Baba Kesar Singh a Kuka 
saint and resolved to serve his motherland. 

Sohan Singh went to America in 1909 and joined the 
Ghadar Party. He was active in the Komagata Maru incident 
and was arrested. He was sent to Andamans and was tortured. 
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In all he spent more than twenty years in jail. He participated 
in the Civil Disobedience Movement and organised Kisan 
Sabhas. He passed away on 20 December 1968. 
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38. Bharati, Subramania (1882-1921) 


Subramania Bharati was born on 11 December, 1882 at 
Ettyapuram in the Tirunelveli District of modern Tamilnadu. 
He got has education at his village and Benares. He work 
up a teaching assignment at Madurai and later joined the 
Tamil daily Swadesh Muithran. Bharati met Sister Nivedita 
during his journalistic career and retired to Pondicherry in 
1908. He lived there for 10 years. He returned India in 1918 
and died in 1921 in an accident. Bharati was a great poet. 
He has left a rich legacy of literature and devotional poetry. 
His Swadesh Gitanjali (1908) and Janma Bhoomi (1909) give a 
spiritual dimension and his quest for freedom. His Panchali 
Sapatham concentrates on the critical moment when Kaurvas 
tried to humiliate Draupdi, the consort of the Pandavas. 
Bharati also wrote short stories. Some of his writings are 
available in English also Bharati is now acknowledged as 
the father of modern Tamil style. 


References 


P. Mahadevan, Subramania Bharati: A Memoir. 
Prema Nand Kumar, Bliarati in English Verse. 
Prema Nand Kumar, Subramania Bharati. 


39. Bhargava, Gopi Chand (1889-1966) 


Gopi Chand Bhargava was born in 1889 at Sirsa in Hissar 
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district Punjab. He was a Brahmin by caste. He received has 
education at Hissar and D.A.V. College lahore. He passed 
his M.B.B.S. from the Lahore Medical College. 

Gopi Chand derived inspiration from Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya, Swami Ganesh Dutt and 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

Since 1920 the Gopi Chand participated in all the political 
movements launched by the Congress and underwent prison 
terms a number of times in 1921, 1923, 1930, 1933, 1940 and 
1942. He held many important positions in the Congress 
organisation and was the Chief Minister of Punjab after 
partition. He passed away on 26 December, 1966. 
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40. Bhave, Vinoba (1895-1982) 


The original name of Vinoba Bhave was Vinayak Narhari 
Bhave. He was born at Gagoda, Pen Taluka, Kolaba District, 
Maharashtra on 11 September, 1895. He had four brothers 
and one sister. He was deeply influenced by the austerity 
in his mother. He passed his Matriculation examination in 
1913 from Baroda and studied Hindu scriptures at Benares. 
Vinoba met Gandhiji is 1916 and became his ardent follower. 
Gandhii sent him to Wardha to start an ashram on the 
pattern of his own Sabarmati Aashram in 1921. He said 
about Vinoba “He is one of the Ashram’s rare pearls one 
of those who have come not to be blessed but to bless, not 
to receive but to give.” 

Vinoba participated in all the movements of Gandhiji 
and served prison terms frequently. He participated in Dandi 
March for Salt Satyagraha in 1930. In 1940 he was chosen as 
the first Satyagrahi in individual Satyagraha launched by 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

Vinoba was opposed to Western education and he 
developed the Gandhian ideas about basic education. 

Vinoba started his Bhoodan movement aft _r independence. 
He wanted each village to be self-sufficient in food and 
clothing. 
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41. Birsa Munda (1875-1901) 


Birsa Munda was born ina suburb of Ranchi on 15 November, 
1875. He acquired some knowledge of English in a Mission 
school and started a puritan movement among the Mundas 
in 1895. His disciples looked upon him as a prophet. He 
instigated his followers to throw away the British yoke. He 
was arrested and imprisoned for two years. After his release 
in 1898 he organized his followers and attacked a police 
station. A large of number of Mundas were killed. He was 
captured and died in jail on 2 June, 1901. 
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42. Bordoloi, Gopinath (1890-1950) 


Gopinath Bordoloi was one of the makers of modern Assam. 
He was born on 10 June, 1890 at Roha in the Nowgong 
district of central Assam. He belonged the Brahmin astrologer 
caste. 

Gopinath passed his Matriculation examination from 
Gauhati. He graduated from the Scottish Church College. 
Calcutta and took his M.A. in history from the Calcutta 
University in 1914. He obtained his B.L. in 1915. 

Gopinath taught at a high school in Gauhati for some 
time. He started his legal practice but could not reach any 
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eminence. However, his public activities won him laurels. 
He attended the Calcutta Session of the Indian National 
Congress in 1920 and emerged as the foremost Congress 
leader in Ashram. He participated in the various activities 
and programmes of the Congress. 

Gopinath acted as leader of opposition in the Assam 
Legislature before 1937. When Congress assumed office in 
1938 Gopinath became the Chief Minister. He was again 
Chief Minister of Assam after independence. He ably guided 
the state during the early years after independence and passed 
away in 1950. 
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43. Bose, Anand Mohan (1847-1906) 


Anand Mohan was a leader of the Brahmo Samaj, a pioneer 
of freedom movement, an educationist and social reformer. 
He was born on 23 September, 1847 at village Jaisiddhi in 
Mymensingh District of Bengal. He belonged to an upper 
middle class family. His mother Uma Kishori Devi was a 
religious lady. 

Anand Mohan received his early education at 
Mymensingh. He won Premchand Roychand scholarship of 
the Calcutta University and went to Cambridge University 
for studying Higher Mathematics in 1870. He passed the 
Mathematics examination and was also called to the Bar in 
1874. 

After his return to India Anand Mohan plunged into 
public life along with Surendranath ‘Banerjee. He was 
associated with the Indian National Congress since its 
inception. He was elected President of the Congress in 1898. 

Anand Mohan founded the City College of Calcutta in 
1879. He was fellow of the Calcutta University for a number 
of years. He also represented the University in Bengal 
Legislative Council. He tried to improve the position of the 
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women and guarded against social vices. Under his dynamic 
leadership Sadharan Brahmo Samaj became a dynamic 
organisation. He stood for technical education and 
industrialization. Anand Mohan opposed the Partition of 
Bengal and passed away on 20 August, 1906 at the age of 
59. 
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44. Bose, Kshudiram (1889-1908) 


Kshudiram Bose was born at Habibpur village in the district 
in Midnapur. His father died whom he was only seven 
years of age. He was brought up by his eldest sister Aparupa 
Roy. 

Kshudiram was educated in his village school and later 
in Midnapur. The agitation against the partition of Bengal 
drew Kshudiram to freedom movement under the guidance 
Satyen Bose. Kshudiram and Prafulla Chaki has planned to 
kill Kingsford the Sessions Judge Muzaffarpur. But by mistake 
they smashed a carriage carrying two ladies. Kshudiram 
was arrested and he took upon himself the entire responsibility 
and throwing the bomb. He received death sentence and 
was executed in August 1908. 
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45. Bose, Rahsbehari (1880-1945) 


Rashbehari Bose was born in 1880 in Burdwan. He had his 
early education at Burdwan and college education at 
Chandernagore. He joined the Jugantar Party in 1908 and 
worked in Punjab and Delhi for augmenting revolutionary 
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activities. He planned to throw a bomb on the Viceregal 
procession on December 1912 in Delhi. He escaped but Amir 
Chand, Avadh Behari, Balmukund and Basant Biswas got 
capital punishment. 

Rashbehari went Japan in 1915. He married a Japanese 
lady and became a Japanese citizen. In 1924 he formed the 
Indian Independence League. 

During the Second World War Rashbehari with the help 
of Capt. Mohan Singh and Sardar Pritam Singh organised 
the Indian National Army. He handed over the organization 
to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in June 1943. Rashbehari 
expired in 21 January 1945 when Japan was collapsing. 
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46. Bose, Sarat Chandra (1889-1950) 


Sarat Chandra Bose was born in Calcutta on 7 September, 
1889. His father Janaki Nath Bose was a leading lawyer at 
Cuttack in Orissa. He was an elder brother of Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Both the brothers were very much devoted to each 
other. 

Sarat Chandra was educated at cuttack and Calcutta. 
He studied law in England and after returning home he 
joined Calcutta High Court Bar. Sarat had a flourishing legal 
practice. | 

Sarat started his political career under C.R. Das. He 
dominated the Congress politics and the affairs of the Calcutta 
Corporation for a number of year. Inspite of his faith in 
non-violence he had sympathy with the revolutionaries. He 
was member of the Congress Working Committee and leader 
of the Congress Parliamentary Party in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. He joined the Interim Government at the Centre 
in August 1946. | 
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Sarat was opposed to the partition of Bengal. He wanted 
to make Bengal an independent state outside India and 
Pakistan. But he could not succeed. 
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47. Bose, Subhash Chandra (1897-1945) 


Subhas Chandra Bose was born on January 23, 1897 at Cuttack 
in Orissa. His father Janakinath Bose was an established 
lawyer of Cuttack. His mother Prabhavati Devi was a deeply 
religious lady. Subhas had fourteen brothers and sisters and 
was the ninth child of his parents. 

Subhas was influenced by his teacher Beni Madhav Das 
during his school days. Later on he came under the spell of 
the writings of Swami Vivekanand and through him Ram 
Krishna Paramhansa. The revolutionary activities of Shri 
Aurobindo were also a source inspiration for him. 

Subhash passed the Matriculation examination from the 
Ravenshaw Collegiate School in 1913. He stood second _-in 
the whole university. 

Subhas joined the Presidency College, Calcutta for his 
graduation. He was expelled from the College in 1916 as he 
was involved in an assault on Professor Oaten who had 
used abusive language against Indians in one of his lectures. 
However he was admitted in the Scottish Church College in 
1917 and graduated in 1919 with a first class in Philosophy. 
He went to England to complete for the Indian Civil Service. 
He came out fourth in order of merit. But he did not going 
the service and handed over his resignation in April, 1921. 
He returned India in July, 1921 and had a meeting with 
Mahatma Gandhi on July 16, 1921. Gandhiji directed Subhas 
to see C.R. Das who had become the uncrowned king of 
Bengal. Subhas started his political career under the guidance 
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C.R. Das. He was made the Prinicipal, the National College. 
Ehen C.R. Das become the Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation, 
Subhas was made its Chief Executive Officer. He was arrested 
in 1924 and transferred to distant Mandalay jail in Burma. 
He was detained there for about there years and released in 
1927 on medical grounds. He was elected president of the 
Bengal Provincial Committee and involved himself in the 
organization of the youth and trade union activities. 

Subhas was a member of the Motilal Nehru Committee 
which was appointed by the Congress to draft a constitution 
for free India in 1928. At the Calcutta Congress in 1928 
presided over by Motilal Nehru Subhas was G.O.C. of the 
Congress volunteers. The Lahore Congress session in 1929 
adopted a resolution declaring that the goal the Congress 
would be complete independence. Subhas prepared an 
announcement for setting up parallel government. Gandhiji 
opposed the announcement and it was rejected. 

Subhas was again arrested in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement of 1930. He was released in March 1931 upon 
the conclusion of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact. He opposed the 
Pact and urged Gandhiji to save Sardar Bhagat Singh and 
his associates from gallows. He soon came with conflict with 
law and was again detained. Within a year his physical 
condition became so alarming that he was allowed to proceed 
to Europe for treatment. During his sojourn in Europe, Subhas 
contacted some top leaders of European countries and set 
up Centres to promote politico-cultural relations between 
India and those countries. 

Subhas Chandra Bose was unanimously elected president 
of the Indian National Congress for the 1938 Haripura Session. 
In his Presidential address he propounded his social and 
political philosophy. He gave the idea of planned economic 
development in concrete terms. 

Subhas stood for the second term and the Congress 
presidency in 1939. He was opposed by the right wing leaders 
including Mahatma Gandhi but he won and defeated the 
official Congress candidate Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya. The 
members of the Congress Working Committee did not 
cooperate with Subhas Bose and he had to resign from the 
Presidentship their was the time when the clouds of the 
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war were gathering in Europe. Subhas warned that the world 
war would break out within six months. Congress should 
issue an ultimatum of the British Government for complete 
freedom. If the Government rejected the ultimatum a country- 
wide agitation should be launched. The advise of Subhas 
Bose was not heeded. After resigning from the Congress 
presidentship, Subhas formed Forward Block within the 
Congress. The Congress High Command further humiliated 
him by removing him from the presidentship of the Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee. He was also debarred from 
holding any elective post in the Congress organization for a 
period of three years. 

In September 1939 War book out in Europe. The Governor 
General declared India a belligerent country on behalf of 
the British Empire. 

Subhas was arrested in July 1940 and shifted to jail while 
in jail he resorted hunger strike. He was released from jail 
and was interned in his house. He disappeared from his 
house on 16 January 1943. He first went to Kabul and from 
there to Germany. He began his regular broadcasts from 
Berlin These broadcasts aroused tremendous enthusiasm in 
India. . 

Subhas left Germany early in 1943 and after a perilous 
three months’ voyage reached Singapore on June 2, 1943 
two days later on July 4, 1943 he took over from Rashbehari 
Bose the command of the Indian National Army. He set up 
the Provisional Government of Azad Hind on October 21, 
1943. The Azad Hind Fauz crossed the Burma border and 
stood on Indian soil on March 18, 1944. The Indian National 
Army advanced to Kohima and Imphal but the atom bombs 
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Japan had to 
surrender and the Indian National Army was also forced to 
retreat. Subhas was reportedly killed on August 18, 1945 in 
an aircrash over Farmosa. 

The heroic death of Subhas Bose has made his name a 
legend. His contribution to the cause of Indian freedom was 
of the noblest order. Hatred of foreign rule was the dominant 
trait of his character. Subhas Bose sincerely believed in the 
need of foreign aid for winning the battle of Indian 
independence. 
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48. Cama, Madam Bhikaji (1861-1936) 


Madam Bhikaji Cama was born on 24 September 1861 in 
Bombay. Her parents belonged to a professional Parsi business 
family. She was educated in the Alexandra Girls School. 
Bhikaji was married on 3 August 1885 to Rustamji Cama. 
Rustamji was an Orientalist and was not interested in politics. 
The married life of Cama was not a happy one. 

In 1902 Madam Cama went London for medical treatment. 
There she came in close contact with Dadabhai Naoroji and 
helped him in his election campaign. She also visited a member 
of other countries like Germany, France, Scotland and U.S.A. 
Madam Cama attended the Socialist Congress at Stuttgart 
in 1907 and unfurled the flag of Indian freedom for the first 
time. In London she met Bepin Chandra Pal, Shyamji Krishna 
Verma and Veer Sawarkar. Their India House in London 
became the nerve centre of revolutionary political activity. 

Madame Cama reached Paris in 1909 and set up her 
headquarters there. She organised Indian revolutionaries 
working abroad and published revolutionary literature. 
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Madam Cama lived in Paris for 30 years. She was also 
imprisoned for 3 years. She returned India in 1935 at the 
age of 75. She passed away in 1936. 
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49. Chaki, Prafulla (1888-1908) 


Prafulla Chaki was born on 10 December 1888 at village 
Bihar of Bogra District in North Bengal. He came of a middle 
class Hindu Kayasth family. His mother was Swarnamoyee 
and father Raj Narayan when Prafulla was two years old 
his father died and his mother brought him up with great 
difficulty. 

Chaki studied upto high school. He was attracted to the 
Jugantar group of revolutionaries in Calcutta and came in 
close touch with Barindra Kumar Ghose. He was detailed to 
assassinate Kingsford a British Officer known for his savage 
methods of repression. Chaki and Kshudiram watched the 
movements of Kingsford for several days and bombed another 
vehicle by mistake. Chaki was caught that before he could 
be arrested he shot himself in the head and died. 
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50. Chandra Shekhar Azad (1906-1931) 


Chandra Shekhar Azad was born on July 23, 1906 in a village 
Bhavra in Jhabua District of Madhya Pradesh. His father 
Pandit Sitaram Tiwari was a watchman in the village. 

Chandra Shekhar received his early education at the 
village when he was fourteen years old, he went to Benares 
and joined a Sanskrit pathshala. He did not marry. 
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Chandra Shekhar was arrested in 1921 non-cooperation 
movement when he was just fifteen years of age. His attitude 
in the court was defiant. He gave his name as ‘Azad’ his 
father’s name as ‘Swatantra’’and his residence as ‘prison’. 
He was sentenced fifteen lashes of flogging. 

When the non-cooperation movement was withdrawn, 
Chandra Shekhar joined the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Army and room became its top leader. He was involved in 
all the major revolutionary activities of the Party like the 
Kakori conspiracy case, the shooting of Saunders at Lahore 
and the Assembly Bomb incident. 

Chandra Shekhar was surrounded by the police on 
February 1931 in the Alfred Park of Allahabad. He held 
them at bay for some time. But he fired the last bullet his 
own temple. 
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51. Chapekar, Balkrishna (1873-1899) 


Balkrishna Chapekar was born in 1873. He was a Chitpavan 
Brahmin and his family came from Konkan. His father 
Haripant was a priest and repeated Kirtans or mythological 
stories at different places. 

Balkrishna helped his two other brothers Damodar and 
Wasudev in killing a British officer Rand who carried out 
anti-plague operations in a ruthless manner. He was arrested, 
tried and hanged on 9 February 1899 
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52. Chapekar, Damodar (1870-1897) 


Damodar Chapekar’s father Haripant Chapekar followed 
the priestly profession, Damodar did not receive much formal 
education. In 1896 plague brokeout in an epidemic form in 
Bombay presidency. Rand was posted at the city of Poona 
to fight the disease in February 1897. Rand caused harassment 
to the people while carrying out his duties. Damodar killed 
Rand as well as his assistant Lt. Ayerst on 22 June 1897. 
He was arrested, tried and then sent to gallows on 18 April, 
1898. 
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53. Chapekar, Wasudeo (1879-1899) 


He was the youngest of the three Chapekar brothers the 
other two being Damodar Chapekar and Balkrishna Chapekar. 
He along with his two brothers carried out the assassination 
of the much hated police officer Rand. Later on he killed 
Ganesh Shankar Dravid who helped the police to arrest his 
eldest brother Damodar. After a show of trial he was sentenced 
to death and hanged on 8 May, 1899. 
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54. Chatterji, Ramananda (1865-1943) 


Ramanand Chatterji was born at Bankura on 29 May, 1865. 
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He was educated at Bankura, and Calcutta. He passed his 
M.A. examination in English in 1890 with a first class from 
Calcutta University. He was influenced by Acharya Jagdish 
Chandra Bose, and Shivnath Shastri. He came under the 
influence of Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. 

Ramanand Chatterjee was a pioneer in Indian journalism. 
He started Prabasi in Bangla, Modern Review in English and 
Vishal Bharat in Hindi. Ramanand was invited by the League 
of Nations and visited Geneva in 1926. He went there and 
also visited some European countries. 

Ramanand was an ardent supporter of the Indian National 
Congress. In his later ‘years he was associated with the 
Congress Nationalist Party and the Hindu Mahasabha. 

Ramanand was a staunch supporter of the independence 
of the editorial opinion. 
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55. Chattopadhyaya, Bankim Chandra 
(1838-1894) 


Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya’s was born at Kantalpara 
in the 24 Paraganas District on 26 June, 1838 His father 
Yadav Chandra was a government Official. 

Bankim Chandra was educated at Midnapore, Hooghly 
and Calcutta. He was the first class graduate of the University. 

Bankim Chandra joined Government service as Deputy 
Magistrate and had frequent tranasfers generally out side 
Calcutta. Bankim Chandra wrote number of novels including 
Durgesh Nadint, Kapal Kundala, Mrinalini Bishalraksh and Anand 
Math. His Bande Mataram song appeared in Anand Math. 
Besides, novels, Bankim Chandra wrote essays on a number 
of topics dealing with history, sociology, religion, literature, 
and philosophy. Bankim Chandra died on 8 April, 1894. 
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56. Chattopadhyaya, Kamaladevi (1903-1988) 


Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya was born in 1903 in a wealthy 
Brahmin family of South Karnatak. She was educated at 
Mangalore and later at London School of Economics. She 
was married young and was a widow while at school. She 
later married Harin Chattopadhayaya who was a man of 
her choice. Kamaladevi travelled widely with her husband. 
She was a social worker and a patron of art and culture. 
She won Magsaysay Award for community leadership in 
1966. 

Kamaladevi was deeply influenced by Gandhiji, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Sarojini Naidu 
and Kasturba Gandhi. She participated in freedom struggle 
and went jail a number of times. 

Kamaladevi was a leading light of the women’s movement 
in India. She passed away in 1988. 
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57. Chattopadhyaya, Sarat Chandra (1876-1938) 


Sarat Chandra Chattopadhayaya was born on 15 September, 
1876 at Devandepur. He came of a Brahmin family of modest 
means. He passed his High School in 1894. Sarat Chandra 
spent twelve years in Burma. He wrote move than forty 
books, novels, short stories and essays. Some of his out 
standing novels are Charitraheen, Srikanta, Grihadah, Sesh Prashna 
and Pather Dabi. The novels of Sarat Chandra show his 
intimate knowledge of the Bengali middle class family. He 
has adoration for Indian womenhood. His analyses of the 
age worn social customs is penetrating. Sarat Chandra has 
been hailed as a staunch realist. 
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Sarat Chandra was closely associated with the Indian 
National Congress. He won many awards during his life- 
time. Rabindranath Tagore himself wrote an address of — 
welcome of him in 1936 on his birthday. 
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58. Chaturvedi, Banarasi Das (1892-1985) 


Banarasi Das Chaturvedi was born on 24 December 1892 in 
a lower middle class Brahmin family at Ferozabad in Agra 
district. 

Banarasi Das started his career as a teacher. He taught 
at Farukhabad, Indore, Shanti Niketan and Gujrat Vidyapeeth. 

Banarasi Das was interested in the Indians settled abroad. 
The Indian National Congress in 1924 deputed him to Kenya, 
Uganda, Tanganayika, and Zanzibar to study the conditions 
of the Indian emigrants. 

Banarasi Das acted as the editor of Vishal Bharat, Madhukar 
and Vindhyavani. He also wrote quite often in other journals, 
like the Navjiwan, the Chand, the Maryada and the Narmada. 

Banarasi Das Chaturvedi was a member of the Rajya 
Sabha from 1952 to 1962. He was a staunch advocate of 
Hindi. He wrote extensively about the martyrs of Indian 
freedom movement. He passed away on 2 May, 1985. 
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59. Chaturvedi, Makhanlal (1889-1968) 


Makhanlal Chaturvedi was born on 4 April 1889 in a lower 
middle class Brahmin family of Hoshangabad District of 
Madhya Pradesh. He received his early education at his 
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village and Teacher Training Diploma from Jabalpur. 
Makhanlal Chaturvedi through his own efforts acquired 
proficiency in Persian, Urdu, Bengali, Gujarati, and English. 

Makhanlal started his career as a school teacher at Khanwa 
Later on he devoted most of his time to literature and 
journalism. He was associated with Prabha, Pratap and Karmveer. 

Makhanlal was a front rank freedom fighter. He went of 
jail a number of times. 

Makhanlal wrote poetry, prose, short stories and essays 
under the assumed name of EK Bhartiya Atma. His major 
pocket collections are Himkiritini, Himtarangini, Bijuri Kajal 
Aur Rahi, Venu Lo Gunji Dhara, Mata, Yugcharan and Samarpan. 
His Sahitya Devta is a a collection of essays. Kala Ka Anuvad 
is a collection of short stories. Makhanlal Chaturvedi inspired 
two generations of budding poets. 
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60. Chauhan, Subhadra Kumari (1904-1948) 


Subhadra Kumari Chauhan was born at Nihalpur village in 
Allahabad in 1904. She had her early education at Allahabad 
and was married of Thakur Laksman Singh Chauhan of 
Khandwa. Her husband later settled and practiced at Jabalpur, 
Subhadra Kumari was deeply influenced by Makhanlal 
Chaturvedi and Mahatma Bhagwandin. Subhadra Kumari 
participated in the Non-Coopration movement. She again 
went the jail in 1940 and 1942. She was elected of the C.P. 
Assembly in 1936 and 1946. 

Subhadra Kumari Chauhan was a born poetess. Her soul- 
stirring ballad Jhansi Ki Rani has made her famous throughout 
India. Her most famous collection of famous is Mukul (1930) 
for which she was awarded a prize by the All India Hindi 
Sahitya Sammelan. Bikhre Moti (1932) is a collection of her 
short stories. 

Subhadra Kumari died at the age of 44 in a car accident 
on 15 February 1948. 
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61. Choudhary, Malati (1904-1998) 


Malati Choudhary was born in 1904 in a Bengali family in 
Patna. She studied at Santiniketan. It was here that she 
came in contact with a fire brand socialist from Orrisa 
Nabakrishna Choudhary. They married while still student 
at Santiniketan. Malati was greatly influenced by 
Nabakrishna’s left oriented views and chose and work in 
Orrisa for the rest of her life. 

Malati and Nabakrishana joined the freedom struggle 
Malati played an active role in the Salt Satyagraha and later 
set up a Mahila Bahini along with Rama Devi. 

Malati later started a farmers movement in 1935-36 in 
the state and established the Baji Rout Chhatrabas for tribal 
and Dalit children at Angal which became her abode. 

Malati threw herself with the Quit India Movement of 
1942 and was incarcerated at the Cuttack jail. In fact she 
was frequently arrested as a result of her role in the Praja 
Mandal movement. 

Before the country’s division and immediately after 
indepedence she came close to Mahatma Gandhi and joined 
him in his Noakhali padyatra. 

Nabakrishna became Orrisa’s first Chief Minister in 1951. 

In the 60s Malati set up a civil Liberties organisation. 

Malati passed away on March 15, 1998. 
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62. Das, Chittaranjan (1870-1925) 


Chittarajan Das was born on 5 November, 1870 in Calcutta. 
He belonged to a upper middle class family of Dacca. He 
was married to Basanti Devi in 1897. 

After graduating from the Presidency College, Calcutta 
in 1890, he Chittaranjan Das went of England and was Called 
of Bar in 1894. After his return to India, he set up a roaring 
practice as a Barrister of the Calcutta High Court Chittaranjan 
Das appeared on behalf of Aurobindo Ghose in the Alipore 
Bomb Case (1908). 

It is was due to his brilliant handling of the case that 
Aurobindo Ghose was acquitted. Success in this case made 
Das famous throughout the country. 

Das came of the forefront of the national movement in 
1917 when he was invited of preside over the Bengal Provincial 
Conference held at Bhowanipore. In 1918 he opposed the 
scheme of the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms in 1919 he went 
of Punjab as a member of the non-official Jalianwala Bagh 
Enquiry Committee. 

The Nagpur Congress accepted Gandhiji’s programme 
of non-Cooperation with the government. Chittaranjan Das 
supported the programme and renounced his lucrative 
practice at the Bar. In 1921 he was elected president of the 
Ahmedabad Congress session. He took leading part in the 
boycott of the visit of the Prince of Wales and was imprisoned 
for six months. In 1922 he was elected president of the 
Congress session at Gaya. 

When Gandhiji had suspended the non-cooperation 
movement following the Chauri-Chaura incident Chittaranjan 
Das along with Pandit Motilal Nehru gave the idea of Non- 
Cooperation within the councils. He advocated council entry 
_ with the object of carrying on a policy of obstruction within 
the legislatures. He organised the Swaraj Party for this 
purpose. 

-The Swaraj Party contested the elections held in November, 
1923 and won some notable victories. In the Indian Legislature 
Assembly the Swaraj Party won 45 seats and was able to 
defeat the Government on several occasions. In Bengal and 
Central Provinces the Swaraj Party was in majority and 
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successfully ke the operation of the Dyarchy under 
the Montford reforms. 

Chittaranjan passed away on 16th June, 1925 at Darjeeling 
at the age of fifty five. Besides being a jurist and a statesman 
Chittaranjan was a poet and an essayist. 
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63. Das, Gopabandhu (1877-1928) 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das was born in a village Sakhigopal 
in Puri District of Orissa on 9 Oct. 1877. He belonged to 
a poor Brahmin family. He was educated at Puri ,Cuttack 
and Calcutta. He got the B.L.Degree from Calcutta University 
in 1906. 

Gopabandhu established a high school at Sakhigopal in 
1909. 

He was a high priest of Orissan Nationalism and led the 
non-cooperation movement in Orissa in 1921. He was imprison 
for two year. He founded a weekly newspaper Samaj in 1919. 
It became a daily newspaper in 1930. 

Gopabandhu was devoted of social service. He became 
a member of the Servant of the People Society founded by 
Lala Lajpat Rai. 

Gopabandhu was a writer of repute. He wrote poems 
. and prose-pieces some of his important writings were Bandir 
Atma Katha (Autobiography of a Prisoner), Abakash Chinta 
(Leisure time thoughts), Kara Kavita (Poems Written in Jail), 
and Nachikita Upakhyan (The story of Nachiketa). 
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64. Das, Jatindra Nath (1904-1929) 


Jatindranath Das was born in Calcutta on 27 October, 1904. 
He belonged to a middle class Kayastha family. He passed 
high school in 1921, and I.A. in 1924. He joined the Vidyasagar 
college for B.A. but was arrested in 1925 for his political 
activities. He became a member of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee. He was given the rank of a major in 
the volunteer corps organised on the occasion of the Congress 
session in Calcutta in 1928. 

Jatin came in contact with the revolutionaries of northern 
India and manufactured bombs for the revolutionary party. 
He was arrested in Calcutta on 14 June 1929 and transported 
to Lahore. He resorted to hunger strike on July-13, 1929 and 
passed away on 13 September 1929. His body was taken to 
Calcutta for cremation. 
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65. Datta, Batukeshwar (1908-1965) 


Batukeshwar Datta was born at Kanpur in November 1908. 
He belonged of a middle class Bengali Kayastha family. He 
passed his matriculation examination in 1925. He joined the 
Hindustan Socialist Revolutionary Party by this time and 
worked with Bhagat Singh and Chandra Shekhar. 

Batukeshwar and Bhagat Singh threw two bombs in the 
Central Legislative Assembly, New Delhi on 8 April, 1929. 
Both of them were arrested. They were also accused in Lahore 
Conspiracy Case. For want of proof and Bhagat Singh’s 
statement Batukeshwar was acquitted. 

Batukeshwar spent the years 1930 to 1937 in the 
Andamans. Gandhiji secured his release in 1938 on the ground 
of his ill health. He was again arrested during the quit India 
movement in 1942. 
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Batukeshawar set a quiet life after independence. He 
passed away on 19 July 1965. 
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66. Datta, Bhupendra Nath (1880-1961) 


Bhupendra Nath Datta was a brother of Swami Vivekanand. 
He was born on 4 September 1880. 

Bhupendra Nath received his early education at a school 
established by Pandit Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. He joined 
the Bengal Revolutionary Society in 1902 and became the 
editor of the Yiugantar in 1907 he was arrested on charge of 
sedition. After his release he was advised to escape in some 
foreign country. Accordingly he sailed to United States. He 
graduated from the University of Newyork and obtained an 
M.A. degree from Broom University in 1914. 

During the First World War, Bhupendra Nath worked in 
Germany. He kept himself in close touch MONE the Ghadar 
Party in America. 

Bhupendra Nath returned to India in 1925 and joined 
the Indian National Congress. He was particularly active in 
the Trade Union Field. 

Bhupendra Nath was a powerful writer some of his 
notable books are Dialectics of Hindu Ritualism, Swami Vivekanand 
Patriot Prophet, Origin and Development of Indian Social Polity. 

He passed away on 25 December, 1961. 
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67. Dayanand, Swami (1825-1883) 


Swami Dayanand was born in 1825 in a well to do Brahmin 
family in Morvi State in Kathiawar. His father was a Shaivite 
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and a moneylender. Dayanand’s original name was Mool 
Shankar. He left home in 1847 never to return. He had his 
early education in his village. Dayanand wandered in the 
country for about twenty years in search of a suitable teacher. 
He was satisfied when he met Swami Virjanand at Mathura. 
Dayanand studied under Swami Virjanand for three years 
(1860-1863) and became the most erudite Sanskrit scholar 
of his age. 

The active missionary life of Swami Dayanand began in 
1865. He travelled far and wide visiting Calcutta, Poona, 
Bombay, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab, Bihar and Central 
Provinces. 

Swami Dayanand thought that the Vedas were only time 
source of knowledge. They contained the first and the last 
word of god. 

Swami Dayanand founded the Arya Samaj in 1875 in 
Bombay. He held disputations with the Brahmins, Christians 
and Musalmans. He rejected idol worship. He was against 
child marriage and justified the course of female education. 
He founded equality of the senes. Swami Dayanand was 
against fasts, feasts, pilgrimages and mere listening to the 
religious tenets. Dayanand favoured a national system of 
education. He denounced belief in astrology. He placed the 
good of active soual service as the supreme duty of an 
individual. He gave a source of self-confidence as the Hindus. 
He fought against untouchability and enforced widowhood. 

Arya Samaj played an important role in the early state 
of nationalism. Swami Dayanand was a prolific writer. He 
wrote commentaries on Samveda, Yajurveda, and part of Rigveda. 
His Satyartha Prakash is the bible of the Arya Samaj. His 
other books include a book of daily duties, another volume 
on sixteen Hindu rituals, a book of prayers and a work on 
Sanskrit grammar. 
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68. Derozio, Henri Lui Vivian (1809-1831) 


Henry Lui Vivian Derozio was an Anglo-Indian poet, teacher 
and Journalist. He was born on 18 April 1809 in Calcutta. 

Derozio was appointed a teacher of Hindu College in 
1926. He come in close contact with his pupils and awakened 
in their mind a love of truth and sprit of enquiry Derozio 
was a free thinker. His students also acquired a habit of free 
thanking. 

Derozio started an evening daily The East Indian in July 
1931. However his life was short and be died on 26 December 
he Ew 
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69. Desai, Bhulabhai (1877-1946) 


Bhulabhai Desai was born on 13 October, 1877. He had to 
walk five miles to school at the age of seven with a view 
to learn the rudiments of Gujarati characters. He passed the 
Matriculation Examination in 1895. He had a distinguished 
university career and after doing his L.L.B. Examinations 
was enrolled as an advocated of the Bombay High Court 
in 1905. His rise at the Bar was quick. 

Bhulabhai Desai joined Mrs. Annie Besant’s Home Rule 
League and was a member of the Liberal Party for many 
years. 

Bhulabhai Desai helped Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel in the 
‘No Tax’ Satyagraha campaign in Bardoli in 1922. 

Bhulabhai Desai joined the Congress Party in 1930. He 
participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement in 1932 
and sentenced to a year’s imprisonment. He became a member 
of the Congress Working Committee during 1934-35. He was 
again arrested during the individual Satyagraha in 1940. 

Bhulabhai Desai and Liaquat Ali Khan of the Muslim 
League evolved a formula for the formation of the Interim 
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Government. It was known as the Desai-Liaquat Pact. Later, 
the Congress leadership repudiated the poet Bhulabhai Desai 
was put to much embarrassment. 

The crowning glory of the Bhulabhai’s career was the 
part he played in the INA trial. He was the leading Counsel 
for the defence. His main contention was that the members 
of a subject country had a right to wage war for securing 
freedom. 

Bhulabhai Desai passed away on 6 May 1946. 
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70. Desai, Mahadev Haribhai (1892-1942) 


Mahadev Desai was born on 1 January, 1892 at a village in 
Surat District of Gujarat. He received primary and secondary 
education at different places. He matriculated from Surat 
in 1906. He graduated from Elphinstone College in 1910 
and got his L.L.B. in 1913. 

Mahadev Desai worked in a cooperative bank for some 
time. He became Gandhiji’s secretary in 1917. He participated 
in all the freedom struggles launched by Mahatma Gandhi 
and courted arrest. a number of times. He accompanied 
Gandhiji in 1931 to the Round Table Conference. He was 
arrested for the last time doing the 1942 Quit India Movement. 
He died in the Agha Khan Palace on 15 August, 1942. 
Mahadev Desai was Babu’s Boswade. He was prolific writer. 
His diaries in English and Gujarati are a source material for 
understanding Gandhiji’s life and ideals. 
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71. Desai, Morarji (1896-1995) 


Morarji Desai was born February 29, 1896 near Bulsar in 
the Surat District of Gujarat. He had his primary education 
in his village and seven day education at Bulsar. He graduated 
from the Wilson College, Bombay. He entered the provincial 
civil service in 1918 and served the government for 12 years. 
Morarji Desai joined the Civil Disobedience Movement in 
1930. He remained a loyal Congressman throughout his life. 

In 1937 Morarji Desai was elected of the Bombay 
Legislative Assembly and was Minister for Revenue and 
Forests in the first Congress Government during 1937-39. 

In 1946 he was again elected of the Bombay Legislative 
Assembly and served as Home and Revenue Minister from 
1946 to 1952. From 1952 to 1956 he acted as the Chief Minister 
of Bombay. . 

Morarji Desai joined the Union Cabinet as Minister of 
Commerce in 1956. In 1958 he took over the portfolio of 
Finance. He had to resign from the Union Cabinet under 
the Kamaraj Plan in 1963. During 1966-67 he acted as the 
Chairman of the Administrative Reforms Commission. 

Morarji Desai joined Indira Gandhi’s Cabinet in March, 
1967 as Finance Minister and Deputy Primje Minister. After 
the split in the Congress in 1969. Morarji Desai became the 
Chairman of the Organisation Congress Party. He became 
the fourth Prime *Ainister of India as head of the Janata 
Party Government in March, 1977. He resigned from his 
position in July 1979 on account of his differences with his 
cabinet colleagues. After his retirement he did not take any 
active heart in politics and passed away on 10 April 1995. 
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72. Deshmukh, Durga Bai (1909-1981) 


Durgabai Deshmukh was born on 15 July, 1909 at 
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Rajahmundry in Andhra Pradesh. She Passed her M.A. 
examination in Political Science from the Andhra University 
in the late thirties. She obtained a Bachelor of Law Degree 
from the Madras University in 1942. 

Durgabai was drawn to politics through her mother in 
her early teens. She actively participated in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement in 1930. She was elected at the 
Constituent Assembly in 1946. She married with C.D. 
Deshmukh in 1952 and was in the forefront of the women’s 
movement. She passed away on 9 May, 1981. 
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73. Dhingra, Madanlal (1887-1909) 


Madanlal Dhingra was born in about 1887 in the Amritsar 
District of the Punjab. After passing his B.A. examination 
from the Punjab University Madanlal went to England for 
pursuing higher studies. In England he come into contact 
with Veer Savarkar, Shyamji Krishna Verma, Lala Hardayal 
and killed Sir Curzon Wylee and Cowas Lalcaca. He was 
tried and a death sentence was passed against him. He was 
hanged on 17 August 1909. 
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74. Gandhi, Feroze (1912-1960) 


Feroze Gandhi was born in a Parsi family on 12 September 
1912 in Bombay. He was sent to Allahabad stay with his 
aunt when he was quite going. He came in contact with 
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Keshav Dev Malviya and Nehru family during his college 
days. He was particularly liked by Kamla Nehru, the mother 
of Indira Gandhi. 

Feroze Gandhi participated in the Boycott movement of 
the all white Commission in 1928. He was arrested. 

In 1935 Feroze went to London School of Economics for 
further studies. He graduated in international law and 
diplomacy there. He also attendad ailing Kamla Nehru in 
Switzerland. 

Feroze returned to India in 1941 and married Indira 
Gandhi in March, 1942 at Allahabad. 

In 1942 Feroze was arrested in connection with the Quit 
[ndia Movement. After his release, he became the assistant 
editor of National Herald. The National Herald was a daily 
newspaper founded by Jawaharlal Nehru. In 1952 Feroze 
was elected to the Lok Sabha from the Rai Bareily Constituency 
in U.P. He spoke on corruption in the Lok Sabha and exposed 
a number of scandals including that of Haridas Mundhra. 
His relations with his father-in-law Prime Minister Nehru 
became strained. He breathed his last on 8 September 1960. 
India lost an able parliamentarian in his death. 
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75. Gandhi, Indira (1917-1984) 


Indira Gandhi, the only child of Jawaharlal and Kamla Nehru 
was born on 19 November, 1917 at Allahabad, Indira Gandhi 
did not have a regular education. She studied at Allahabad, 
Switzerland, Pune, Santiniketan and Oxford. 

The Nehru family was involved in freedom movement. 
Indira was brought up in that environment. As a teenager 
she had formed Vanar Sena (Monkey Brigade) with other 
children to work for the Congress. 

Kamla Nehru, the mother of Indira Gandhi did not keep 
good heaith. She was taken to Switzerland where she died 
on 28 February 1936. 
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Indira after studying at Oxford came back at India in 
1941 and married Feroze Gandhi in March 1942 Feroze Gandhi 
hailed from a Parsi family settled at Allahabad and had 
come closer to Indira during her mother’s illness. 

Indira Gandhi participated in the Quit India Movement 
and was imprisoned for eight months. She had two children 
Rajiv Gandhi born in Bombay on 20 August, 1944 and Sanjay 
Gandhi born in Delhi on 14 December, 1946. 

Indira Gandhi participated in the relief work in riot- 
stricken areas of Delhi in August. 1947. When Jawaharlal 
Nehru became the first Prime Minister of India, Indira Gandhi 
mostly stayed with him and acted as the official hostess at 
her father’s residence. She accompanied her father almost 
all the major countries of the world and developed personal 
contacts with leading world figures. 

Indira Gandhi actively plunged actively in Indian politics 
in February 1955 when she was elected to the Congress 
Working Committee. In February 1958 she was elected 
member of the Congress Central Election Committee. Indira 
~ Gandhi became the president of the Congress Party in 1959. 
Following the death of Jawaharlal Nehru in May 1964 Indira 
Gandhi joined the cabinet of Lal Bahadur Shastri as Minister 
of Information and Broadcasting. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri unfortunately died in January 1966 
in Tashkant where he had gone to negotiate peace with 
Pakistan. After his death Indira was sworn in as Prime Minister 
of India. Morarji Desai contested against her, but he was 
defeated by a huge margin. 

Indira Gandhi formed the new states of Punjab and 
Haryana on 1 November 1966. She was elected of the Lok 
Sabha from Rai Bareily and was sworn as Prime Minister of 
India for the second time Indira Gandhi nationalised major 
Indian Banks on 19 July 1969. Her Finance Minister Morarji 
Desai resigned from the Cabinet. 

Indira Gandhi supported V.V. Giri against the official 
Congress candidate Sanjeeva Reddy, V.V. Giri won and this 
led the split in the Congress party in 1969. Indira Gandhi 
continued as the Prime Minister with the support of the 
Congress M.P.s and who had stayed with her and some 
opposition members. Her party won a massive majority. 
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Accordingly she became the Prime Minister for the third 
time in March 1971. 

The most important event of this period was the liberation 
was in East Pakistan, Bangladesh emerged as the sovereign 
state with the support of India in December, 1971 Indira 
Gandhi signed a pact with Pakistan President Z.A. Bhutto 
on 2 July, 1972. It was under her stewardship that an 
underground nuclear blast was carried out at Pokhran in 
Rajasthan on 18 May, 1975. 

The Allahabad High Court set aside Indira’s election 
Lok Sabha on 12 June 1975 Jaya Prakash Narayan threatened 
country wide agitation for Indira’s removal on 25 June 1975. 
The Prime Minister declared Emergency the next day on 26 
June 1925. She announced election of the Lok Sabha on 18. 
January, 1977. The Congress was defeated in the election. 
‘Indira Gandhi and her son Sanjay Gandhi were also defeated 
in the elections. The Janata Party won absolute majority. Its 
leader Morarji Desai became Prime Minister on 24 March 
1977. The Janata Government appointed the Shah Commission 
to investigate charges of excess committed during the 
emergency. Indira Gandhi was elected to the Lok Sabha from 
Chikmagalur in Karnataka but on 21 November, 1977 she 
was expelled from the Lok Sabha and was even jailed for 
some time. 

The Janata government was a coalition government of 
the parties with divergent political ideologies. It could not 
hold together Prime Minister Morarji Desai resigned on 15 
July 1977. Charan Singh became Prime minister with the 
support of Congress (I). The support was withdrawn on 20 
August and the elections to the Lok Sabha were announced. 
Indira Gandhi won two-thirds majority and she was swore 
as Prime Minister for the fourth time. The elections to the 
Lok Sabha were followed by the elections in the nine states 
Indira Gandhi's Party won absolute majority in eight states. 

Indira became the chairman of the Non-Aligned 
Movement in March, 1982. 

Meanwhile terrorism increased in Punjab. The terrorists 
under Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale started using the Golden 
Temple Amritsar as the base of their operations. Efforts for 
a negotiated settlement with the Akali Dal having failed. 
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The Security Forces entered the Golden Temple on 5 June, 
1984 to flush out the terrorists. Bhindranwale was killed in 
the operation. The Security Forces also suffered heavy 
casualties. On 31 October 1984 Indira Gandhi was shot dead 
by her two security guards, Satvant Singh and Beant Singh. 

Indira Gandhi after her father Jawaharlal Nehru was 
the most important personality of free India. The family 
environment and the freedom movement had shaped her 
mental make-up. She had close ties with the millions of 
people throughout India. Her popularity with the masses 
was her real strength. 

Indira Gandhi has been severely criticised for imposing 
Emergency on the country. She split the Congress Party and 
tried to establish her personality in the party as well as the 
Government. However, her own explanation was that the 
nation had got off the rails and the emergency were meant 
to bring back the nation on the rails. 

Indira Gandhi has certain achievements to her credit as 
Prime Minister. She was instrumental in carving out 
Bangladesh. She handled the problem of the Bangladeshi 
refugees with tact. She defended India’s unity and integrity 
against internal and external threats. She strengthened the 
national defence and encouraged the growth of science and 
technology. She was a leader of the third world and the 
Non-Aligned Movement. Indira Gandhi was a highly cultured 
lady and she gave encouragement to cultural activities. 
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76. Gandhi, Kasturba (1869-1844) 


Kasturba Gandhi was born in 1869 at Porbandar. Her father 
was well-to-do man. He had four children. Kasturba was 
one of them. 

Kasturba was illiterate at the time of her marriage with 
Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhiji taught her to read and write. 
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Both were of the same age 13 years. Kasturba had five | 
Children. Four grew to manhood. They were Hiralal, Devdas, 
Prabhu Das and Ram Das. 

Kasturba was an ideal Hindu wife. She was a tower of 
strength to Gandhiji and cooperated in all his experiments 
including that the Brahmacharya. 

Kasturba was a deeply religious lady. She was the soul 
of all the Ashrams set up by Gandhiji in South Africa or 
India. 

Kasturba led the women’s Satyagraha in the final stage 
in South Africa. She was arrested a number of times in India. 
She courted arrest in the Quit India Movement in 1942 and 
passed away in Agha Khan Palace on 22nd February, 1944. 
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77. Gandhi, M.K. (1869-1948) 


Gandhiji was born on October 2, 1869 at Porbander in 
Kathiawad, Gujarat. He belonged to the Bania caste. His 
forefathers were grocers and far three generations they had 
been Prime Ministers in several Kathiawad States. 

Gandhiji’s father was Karamchand Gandhi. His mother 
was Putlibai. Both of his parents had been deeply religious 
persons. 

Gandhiji was married to Kasturba at the age of thirteen. 

Gandhiji took to smoking and meat-eating due to bad 
company. But he gave them up because he did not want to 
hurt his parents. 

Gandhi went to England in 1888 for higher studies. He 
stayed there for three years and was called to Bar in 1891. 

Gandhiji tried to set up his legal practice in India but 
could not succeed. It was at this time that he got an offer 
from South Africa. He accepted it and sailed for Durban in 
1893. 
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Mahatma Gandhi had two distinct phases of his public 
life extending over for more than half century. He worked 
in South Africa from 1893 to 1914 and India from 1915 to 
1948, till his assassination. 

Gandhiji had gone to South Africa on behalf of a Muslim 
firm for legal work. There he experienced colour bar in various 
forms and decided to remain there and fight racial prejudices. 
The South African Government proposed for disfranchisement 
of Asian immigrants. Their physical segregation annulment 
of traditional Indian marriages and imposition of a poll tax. 

The Gandhian struggle in South Africa underwent three 
stages: 1894-99, 1902-06, and 1907-14. 

In the first stage, a continuous constitutional agitation 
was carried on through public meetings, the press and 
deputations before the local and the Imperial Governments. 
Gandhiji suspended his movement during the Boer war (1899- 
1902) and the Zulu Rebellion. He helped the government by 
organising voluntary ambulance services. 

Gandhiji started Indian Opinion in 1903. It was a weekly 
paper and became the chief organ of propaganda. Gandhiji 
also.settled Phoenics settlement in 1904. The place was at a 
distance of 14 miles from Durban. 

Gandhiji led a peaceful march into Transvaal in defiance 
of the restrictions imposed. He established a Satyagrahi Camp 
in 1910. The Camp was known as Tolstoy Farm. It was at 
distance of 21 miles from Johannesberg. Eventually the South 
African Government made a compromise with Gandhiji. 

Gandhiji came back to India in January 1915. He was 
given a hero’s welcome. The Viceroyy Lord Hardinge gave 
an open support of Gandhiji for his Satyagraha Movement 
in South Africa. Early in 1918 when the War was going on 
adversely for the Allies, the Viceroy called a conference where 
he supported the resolution on recruitment of Indian soldiers. 

Gandhiji founded Satyagraha Ashram during 1915-16. 
The Ashram was later known as Sabarmati Ashram. He went 
to Champaran in Bihar to investigate into conditions of labour 
on indigo plantations. He was successful in redressing the 
grievances of the peasants. Dr. Rajendra Prasad wrote an 
authentic account of Champaran struggle—Satyagraha in 
Champaran (Madras, 1928). 
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Next year in 1918 Gandhiji took the cause of textile 
labourers of Ahmedabad and undertook fast to secure 
amicable settlement of the dispute. He also initiated 
Satyagraha in Kaira District (Gujarat) to secure suspension 
of revenue assessment on failure of crops. 

Gandhiji opposed the Rowlatt Bills and inaugurated all 
India Satyagraha movement. The Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy 
(April 13, 1919) at Amritsar, where General Dyer fired on 
an unarmed crowd and killed over 400 persons became a 
turning point in the Indo-British relations. The end of the 
war saw the dismemberment of the Khilafat. This hurt Indian 
Muslims. Gandhiji proposed that the Hindus should cooperate 
with the Muslims for redressing the Khilafat grievance. 

‘ Gandhiji prevailed upon the Indian National Congress 
to start the Non-Cooperation Movement to redress the triple 
wrongs—the Rowlatt Act, the Punjab atrocities and the 
Khilafat the Non-Cooperation Movement was first adopted 
at the Calcutta session in September, 1920 by a small majority. 
It was later adopted at the Nagpur session in December 
1920. After the Nagpur session Gandhiji emerged as the 
undisputed leader of the Indian National Congress and the 
Indian Nationalist Movement. Gandhiji retained this position 
till his death in January 1948. Gandhiji changed. the 
constitution of the Congress. He reorganised India with 21 
Congress Provinces on the basis of language. 

Gandhiji placed before the country a programme involving 
boycott of governmental institutions and of British textiles. 
He evolved a multiple constructive programme laying 
emphasis on village upliftment and emancipation of women. 
When the movement was making headway, a serious outbreak 
of mob-violence took place in Chouri-Chaura in U.P. Gandhiji 
suspended the movement. He was arrested and sent to jail 
for six years. He was set free on 5 February on health grounds. 

The sudden suspension of the non-cooperation movement 
led to the unpopularity of Gandhiji. The short-lived Hindu- 
Muslim unity gave rise to communal riots in many parts of 
the country. 

It was at this juncture that C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru 
set up the Swaraj Party and decided on the council entry. 
They achieved notable success at the Central Legislative 
Assembly, and also in Bengal and Central Provinces. 
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From 1924 to 1929 Gandhiji devoted himself largely to 
the promotion of his constructive programme. Several local 
Satyagraha Movements were under taken during this period 
in Kerala, Punjab, Nagpur, Bombay and Bengal. 

In November, 1927 the British Government announced 
the appointment of the Statutory Commission the Government 
of India Act of 1919, had stipulated the appointment of a 
Statutory Commission at the end of ten years to enquire 
into the working of the Montfort Reforms and to report 
how far was India was ready for further advance towards 
responsible self government. The Commission was to be 
sent to India in 1929. But General Elections were due in 
1929 and there was a clear possibility of a Labour Victory. 
The Conservative Party did not want leave the political fate 
of India in the hands of their opponents. Hence Commission 
was appointment two years ahead of the schedule. 

The Commission did not include any Indian member. It 
was therefore boycotted by all the sections of, the political 
opinion in India. At Lahore, Lala Lajpat Rai led a huge 
demonstration and was one of the victims of a brutal lathi 
charge by the police. He passed away after a few days of 
this lathi charge. 

In May 1928 the Congress Party appointed a Committee 
under Pandit Motilal Nehru to draft a constitution for Free 
India. The Nehru Report asked for Dominion Status with 
full responsible government and rejected separate command 
electorates. The Report failed to secure the support of the 
Muslim League. The Congress decided at its Lahore session 
(December 1929) to fight for Purna Swaraj and authorised 
the All India Congress Committee to start civil disobedience. 
The Civil Disobedience Movement commenced on April 6, 
1930, when Mahatma Gandhi broke the salt law at the end 
of the historic Dandi March. 

While the movement was in progress, the British 
Government held a Round Table Conference in London. It 
was attended by delegates representing British India, Indian 
States and the British Parliament. The conference discussed 
the principles of India’s new constitution. To secure the 
cooperation of the Congress, the government opened 
negotiations with Mahatma Gandhi. The negotiations led to 
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the Gandhi-Irwin Pact (5 March 1931). Gandhiji was prevailed 
upon to represent the Congress at the Second Round Table 
Conference in London. 

The participation of Gandhiji in the Second Round Table 
Conference did not lead to any positive result. The conference 
failed to resolve the communal problem. Gandhiji returned 
to India on 28 September 1931, empty handed. He resumed 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. The Government adopted 
brutal method to suppress the movement. Ultimately it was 
called off in April 1934. . 

The government published the Communal Award in 
August 1932. The Award provided for the introduction of 
separate electorate for the depressed classes. Gandhiji opposed 
this‘attempt to divide the Hindu community. He started his 
fast with death on 20 September 1932. The fast created a 
consternation in the country. The leaders of the Hindu 
community saved the situation by concluding an agreement 
on 25 September, 1932. The agreement is known as Poona 
Pact. The system of election devised in the Poona Pact struck 
a middle path between separate and joint electorates. It 
prevented the depressed classes from going out of the Hindu 
fold. 

Gandhiji was seriously concerned with the question of 
untouchability. He devoted himself exclusively to the cause 
of the Harijans. After 1934 he settled down in Sevagram 
near Wardha. In 1937 he enunciated his basic education 
scheme. 

Gandhiji had a dispute with the left wing Congress leader 
Subhas Chandra Bose during 1938-39. Subhas Bose was elected 
President of the Congress for the second time in 1939 inspite 
the opposition from Mahatma Gandhi. However Subhas Bose 
could not constitute the Congress Working Committee and 
was forced to resign within a few months. 

World War II broke out in September, 1939. The Viceroy 
promptly declared India a belligerent country. He did not 
consult any political leader on this point. The Congress 
resented this move of the Government. The Congress Ministers 
in eight provinces resigned. Gandhiji organised individual 
civil disobedience movement in 1941. 
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Japan entered the war in December 1941. This created a 
grave situation for the Allies who desperately needed India’s 
willing cooperation. The British Government sent Sir Stafford 
Cripps to India with a view to solving the constitutional 
problem. The cripps offer promised freedom after the War. 
It sought to introduce Pakistan through to the backdoor. 
The Cripps Mission proved an utter failure. 

Gandhiji grew restless. Under his guidance the All India 
Congress Committee passed the Quit India resolution. The 
Provincial Congress leaders were rounded up all over India. 
This aroused popular feelings. The masses indulged in acts 
of violence. While Gandhiji was in jail, he life-long companion 
Kasturba. His release came in 1944. 

After 1944 Gandhiji’s influence in the Congress Party 
declined. The real spokesman of the Congress were Maulana 
Abdul Kalam Azad, Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel and Jawaharlal 
Nehru. 

At the end of the war Labour Party came to power in 
British Britain. The British Prime Minister Attlee sent a Cabinet 
Mission to India in March 1946. The Muslim League did not 
agree with the proposals of the Cabinet Mission and launched 
upon Direct Action on 16 August 1946. Communal riots 
broke out in Calcutta. Soon afterwards they spread into East 
Bengal and Bihar. Gandhiji went to Noakhali in East Papi 
to quench the communal fire. 

The elections to the Constituent Assembly were held in 
July 1946. The Congress won 205 British India seats and the 
Muslim League secured 73. The first meeting of the 
Constituent Assembly was held on 9th December 1946. The 
Muslim League members did not attend it. 

The British Government had by now came to the 
conclusion that it could no longer run her imperialist show 
in India. On February 20, 1947 it announced its decision to 
withdraw from India by June, 1948. In March 1947 Lord 
Wavell was replaced by Lord Mountbatten as Viceroy. Lord 
Mountbatten drew up a plan for India’s partition and the 
establishment of two separate dominions—India and Pakistan. 
In view of the growing chasm in the country the Congress 
accepted the partition of the country. On August 15, 1947 
India and Pakistan emerged as two independent countries. 
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The one major aim of Gandhiji the attainment of India’s 
independence was achieved at a terrible cost. India achieved 
freedom on the basis of Two Nations Theory against which 
Gandhiji and the Congress had struggled all their lives. 

Gandhiji was in Calcutta on August 15, 1947. He left for 
Delhi on 7 September 1947. He spent his next five months 
there. He spoke every evening to the people. 

On 13 January 1948 Gandhiji undertook his last fast for 
restoring communal harmony. On 30 January, 1948 he was 
assassinated by a Hindu fanatic while he was going to his 
prayer meeting. It was strange irony that the apostle of non- 
violence met a violent death. 

There are many controversies about the actual role of 
Mahatma Gandhi in the freedom struggle of India. But there 
is no denying the fact that he was the most influential figure 
in Indian politics from the end of the World War I to the 
achievement of independence. Although Gandhiji was not 
even a four-anna member of the Congress for a number of 
vears, he was always looked upon as the leader of the Congress 
and its chief Spokesman. All the major decisions of the 
Congress were taken by him. It was only on the eve of 
independence that Gandhiji had lost his hold over the 
Congress. After independence, the leaders paid lip service 
to him and did not pay serious attention to give practical 
shake to his ideas. | 

Gandhiji was not only a man of action, he was also a 
man of ideas. He had a complete philosophy for social 
reconstruction. His principles of non-violence have universal 
application. 

Gandhiji was a legend in his own lifetime. His influence 
had penetrated into the psyche of Indians. His ideas have 
influenced different sections of people and various aspects 
of life-art, literature, public activity, social and political agenda. 
He had emerged as the unquestioned voice of the nation. 
His memory has become an integral part of our collective 
consciousness just like that of Rama and Krishna. Individuals 
may die but collectivities remain. Gandhiji passed away but 
the cult of Gandhi is very much active and is likely to assume 
greater grandeur with the passage of time. Buddha was an 
individual who did not believe in any personal God but his 
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followers followed him with divinity and myth. This is the 
hard fact of history. 

Gandhiji was essentially a man of religion, a man of 
God. He thought that the worlds as a whole could not have 
a single religion. True religion is faith in God and living in 
the presence of God. It means faith in a future life, in truth 
and Ahimsa. We are imperfect. As a result, religion as conceived 
by us must also be imperfect. It is always subject to a process 
of evolution and reinterpretation. People belonging to different 
faiths must have the same regard for other faiths as they 
have for their own. Every living faith must have within 
itself the power of regeneration, if it is to live. For Gandhiji 
all the principal religions were equal in the same sense that 
they were all true. They supplied a felt want in the spiritual 
progress of humanity. 

Since Gandhiji was a man of religion some people asked 
him to retire to Kashi or the Himalayas. Gandhiji laughed 
and told such people that the Himalayas of his penance was 
where there was misery to be alleviated, oppression to be 
relieved. There could be no rest for him so long as there 
was a single person in India basic requirements of life. 

The personality of Gandhiji is being increasingly 
recognized as a source of light and hope for the future. The 
world is today threatened by many kinds of violence and 
crime. The erosion of human environment and widespread 
despair for the future has raised serious doubts about the 
efficiency of our present institutions. Man is in search of 
alternative approaches. Gandhiji points to a new approach. 

There is already enormous literature on Gandhiji—innu- 
merable biographies, books on different phases of his life, on 
the different movements launched by him, on different aspect - 
of his thought—philosophic, political, economic and social. 

Gandhiji’s ideas have found a place in the disciplines of 
political science, economics, ethics, philosophy, sociology, 
education, psychology and social work. Gandhian depart- 
ments have been set up in a number of Indian universities. 
There is no dearth of seminars and memorial lectures on 
Gandhiji. Still we are losing sight of the essential Gandhi. What 
we require is the restatement of his basic principles and their 
application in our daily lives. 
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As a man Gandhiji always sought kindly light lead him 
amidst the encircling gloom. He never wanted to see the 
distant scene as One step was enough for him. Gandhiji was 
rare phenomenon of our times representing an extraordinary 
synthesis of action and contemplation. He bore testimony 
to the eternal values for which India has stood for ages. He 
was a man of faith, a practical man and not a mere visionary. 
He was a martyr to the cause he loved so much. He has 
been hailed as the greatest Indian since Buddha. His work 
in South Africa and later in India is of epic dimensions. His 
technique of Satyagraha and ideas on religion, society, 
democracy, education, environment and economic 
reconstruction are still relevant. 

Gandhiji was not a coherent thinker but he never expressed 
an idea which he had not practised himself. His greatness 
lay in his lofty and disciplined character. He did not believe 
in spreading his thoughts through books. He thought that 
if we place a million books on one side and a living example 
on the other, the value of the example will be greater. 

Gandhiji was a complex personality. His admirers, close 
associates, critics and adversaries have given different 
interpretations of his ideas, techniques and ultimate place 
in history. Gandhiji was, infact, a spiritual pilgrim who kept 
a constant vigil on his thoughts and actions and has left a 
rich storehouse of his innermost feelings. He looked upon 
himself as a sagacious worker and his sagacity meant a fine 
perception of his limitations. Always claiming to be an humble 
servant of India and of humanity, he did try to throw a new 
light on many old truths. He did not profess to launch any 
new principle. He simply tried to apply the eternal truths to 
our daily life and problems. He believed in efficacy of the 
inner voice, which he called “the still small voice within.” 
He had developed some capacity to hear that voice correctly. 
He was a votary of truth and considered his life as an 
experiment in that direction. 

The heroic struggle of Gandhiji against apartheid in South 
Africa had drawn the attention of the world towards him in 
the early years of the present century. He had correspondence 
with Tolstoy before the latter’s death. The first significant 
book on the life and thought of Mahatma Gandhi was written 
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by J. Joseph Doke, entitled M.K.Gandhi—An Indian Patriot, it 
was published in 1909. Doke was a Baptist minister of 
Johannesburg and he had seen Gandhi in 1907 for the first 
time. Doke has left an intimate pen portrait of Gandhiji as 
he was in his late thirties. 


“They wonder at him, grow angry at his strange 
unselfishness and love him with the love of pride 
and trust. He is one of those outstanding characters 
with whom to walk is a liberal education, whom to 
know is to love.” 


Since the publication of Doke’s book a vast literature 
has grown and is still growing round the activities and ideas 
of Gandhiji. Gandhiji’s own writings constitute a vast source 
to understand him and his ideas. The Government of India 
has published his complete works in 100 volumes. In addition, 
there have been thousand of meaningful studies on his life 
and work by distinguished writers from India and abroad. 
A part from politics and economics his impact can be seen 
in a number of other areas also, like environment or peace 
studies. Romain Rolland had attempted a brilliant biography 
of Gandhiji in 1924. There has been hardly any statesman or 
thinker of the present century who has not been touched by 
Gandhian approach. Most of them have given own valuation 
about Gandhiji’s role. 

One of the issues raised now and then is about the 
relevance of Gandhiji to our times. It is often advanced that 
Gandhiji was successful at a particular moment of history, 
in a particular social and political milieu. The times have 
changed and there is now not much value in Gandhian ideas. 
The Government of India, which has been largely constituted 
of his close followers, has not bothered about the 
implementation of his programmes and has been following 
the path of large scale industrialization, urbanization and 
capitalist model of development. 

The contribution of a thinker can be judged on two counts. 
There are certain point which are of contemporary value. 
But there are certain aspects of his thought which have a 
permanent value. We have not been able to locate a 
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philosopher king through the millennium but the idea of a 
ruler with a strong sense of justice and fairplay is a permanent 
possession of humanity. Similarly Gandhiji’s insistence on 
truth as God and Ahimsa as an all pervading principle of 
life may not have been put into practice but its ethical tone 
can be rejected only at our own peril. 

There are at least seven areas in which Gandhian 
phenomenon is relevant. 

1. The foremost contribution of Gandhiji, of far reaching 
significance is his emphasis on moral basis of society. Gandhiji 
was against all forms of force, violence and coercion. He 
believed in peaceful persuasion and change of heart. He 
had evolved a comprehensive technique to achieve this end. 

2. Gandhiji believed in religious pluralism. He often 
quoted the verse of a Hindu poet: “the truly noble knows 
all men as one, and returns with gladness good for evil 
done.” He cherished the traditional Gujarati saying: 

“If a man gives you a drink of water and you give him 
a drink in return, that is nothing. Real beauty consists in 
doing good against evil.” 

3. Gandhiji anticipated the ecological crisis of our times. 
He was opposed to large scale industrialization and 
mechanization. He foresaw the dangers of consumerism and 
wanted to keep his requirements to the minimum. 

4. Gandhiji lived a simple and disciplined life. He and 
his close followers had accepted poverty and constructive 
hard work out of their own free will. He rose early and 
worked till late. He stressed upon cleanliness and sanitation, 
including them in his constructive programme. 

5. It is a matter of profound shame that Gandhiji’s ideas 
have no been implemented even in India and that too when 
Gandhiji’s own followers and disciples have been at the 
helm of affairs both at the centre and in the states. Today, 
almost all the shades of public opinion and political leaders 
of different leanings claim to be the true heirs of Gandhian 
legacy but in practice they are found to be no where near 
the Mahatma.. Gandhiji presented a new model for total 
social and political reconstruction. This model has been 
considered as too utopian, unrealistic and unsuitable. Gandhiji 
had fundamental differences with Jawaharlal Nehru about 
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the shape of future India and his advice was rejected. Today 
when the socialist model has miserably failed we are running 
after the capitalist model. Economic reforms, globalization 
of economy, free enterprise open invitation to foreign 
companies to come to India and start their enterprises is not 
the way Gandhiji had shown to us. India seems to have 
forgotten that. 

6. Gandhiji had, throughout his life, believed in the 
personal efforts of the individuals and groups for solving 
any problem. It was his faith in the essential goodness of 
man that he was able to get country wide support for his 
programmes, whether it was Champaran in the beginning 
of his political career in India or Noakhali during the last 
days of his life. He never depended upon any Government. 
Today we seem to have lost faith in our own selves and 
depend upon Government as the sole agency which could 
help us. This gradual loss of initiative on the part of the 
people at large since independence is a great drawback we 
have to overcome. 

7. Gandhiji’s prescriptions have a value for the entire 
world. The problems of poverty, hunger, pollution, war, 
intolerance, strife, illiteracy, exploitation, terrorism, security 
are not confined to India or any other land. These problems 
are global and have to be solved globally. The traditional 
remedies having failed to resolve these issues we are left 
with only one alternative that is none other than that of 
Gandhiji not only provides a vibrant model for a new national 
and international order but he also outlines a new approach 
to life, transforming the inner conscience of an individual 
through personal discipline and sadhna. There was no royal 
road except through living the creed in one’s life which 
must be a living sermon. This presupposed determined efforts, 
tremendous perseverance and cleaning of one’s self of all 
the impurities. He wondered: “If for mastering of the physical 
sciences you have to devote a whole life time, how many 
lifetimes may be needed for mastering the greatest spiritual 
force that mankind has known.” 

Gandhiji had two streams of successors in India—political 
leaders and constructive workers. The political galaxy 
included people like Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabh Bhai 
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Patel, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, C.R. Rajagopalchari, Morarji Desai 
at the National level. Govind Vallabh Pant (U.P.), S.K. Singh 
(Bihar), Dr. B.C. Roy (West Bengal), Harekrishna Mehtab 
(Orrisa), Ravi Shankar Shukla (M.P.), Jaya Narayan Vyas 
(Rajasthan) were the leaders active at the state level. These 
leaders were followed by a large number of local leaders 
who became members of Parliament or State legislatures 
and welded real political power. These leaders have never 
believed in the Gandhian principles as a matter of creed. To 
them Gandhi in technique was just a matter of policy to 
achieve emancipation from the colonial yoke. It was not a 
basis to remould their personal lives or the socio-political 
restructuring of the country. With the passage of time they 
lost public appeal and number of states went out of their 
control, with the Bharatiya Janata Party emerging as a serious 
challenger to the hegemony at the National level. 

_ The Constructive Workers or Sarvodaya followers of 
Mahatma Gandhi were led by people like Vinoba Bhave, 
Dada Dharamadhikari, Siddhraj Chaddha and Jaiprakash 
Narayan. The Bhoodan Movement of Vinoba Bhave was 
founded on Gandhian principles. Through Bhoodan Yajna, 
Vinobaji demonstrated that social and economic justice could 
be achieved without social conflict, without terror or recourse 
to violence. I Vinobaji’s own words: 


“Enmity has no absolute existence like light,: Virtue 
is power, a positive substance. Sin is like darkness 
without any power of its own. It is negative, absence 
of substance. Carry light to agelong darkness and 
the latter will disappear in no time. Similarly, when 
virtue makes its appearance, hatred and enmity cannot 
exist in its presence. This Bhoodan Yajna is an 
application of non-violence, an experiment in 
transformation of life itself.” 


Vinobaji started Bhoodan Yajna from the village of 
Pochamapalli in April, 1951. The movement began almost 
spontaneously, with Vinobaji responding to pleas for 
Government help in land allocation by suggesting that self 
help was a better solution. From this beginning the movement 
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gathered strength to a stage where more than four million 
acres of land were donated. Vinobaji walked almost 40,000 
miles in this endeavour. Bhoodan Yajna reflected many aspects 
of Gandhian thinking. It represented a move towards social 
justice. It was motivated by a spirit of sacrifice. It repudiated 
the use of violence. It strengthened the unity of the thousand 
of villages which make India. 

There are two other notable achievements of the Sarvodaya 
workers. One is the surrender of the dacoits in the Chambal 
valley of Madhya Pradesh through their persuasion in early 
seventies. Another achievement is their opposition to the 
emergency imposed by Mrs. Indira Gandhi in 1976. It was 
mainly through the influence of Jai Prakash Narayan that 
the first Non-Congress Government was installed at the centre 
in 1977. 

At the international level the Civil Rights Movement in 
the United States as represented by Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and the struggle against the apartheid in South Africa as 
led by Nelson Mandela were deeply influenced by Gandhiji’s 
teachings. The peace programmes being carried out in west 
also carry Gandhian stamp. During the 1960’s and early 
seventies they focussed their attention on the American war 
in Vietnam. In the United States itself, there were peace 
‘marches, demonstrations and vigils which drew thousands 
of people and the movement was supported by many 
prominent Americans. More recently peace activists have 
concentrated on the issue of nuclear war. The campaign for 
nuclear disarmament (C.N.D.) which started in the 1950’s 
in Britain and expanded rapidly all over the world in the 
1980’s wants all nations to do away with all nuclear weapons. 

We are today paying only lip service to Gandhiji and 
not following his teachings seriously. This indifference to 
his true spirit is not likely to help us in the long run. If we 
are keen to avert the impending crisis, there is no way out. 
_ We have to change ourselves and understand the relevance 
of Gandhian thought in the context of world-wide problems 
of peace and war, possiblities of non-violent transformation, 
liberation of people still in bondage and harmonious 
relationship between different nations, religions and 
communities. 
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78. Garhwali, Chandan Singh (1891-1979) 


Chandan Singh Garhwali was born in the village Ronshera 
of Patti Chauthan in Pauri Garhwal district of U.P. in 1891 
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to owing to poverty he could not study beyond primary 
state. He was recruited to the Garhwal Regiment Centre at 
Lansdowne in 1914. He saw action in France and 
Mesopotamia. From 1921 the served in the North West Frontier 
Province. Chandan Singh was inspired with a feeling of 
nationalism and this came out in open in 1930 during the 
salt satyagraha movement Chandan Singh’s parental Battalion, 
2/18th Royal Garhwal Rifles was posted at Peshawar. On 
23 April Captain Rickett with 72 soldiers was deployed to 
the Kissa Khane of Peshawar. The unarmed Pathans were 
picketing shops. Captain Rickett ordered the crowd to disperse 
and vacate the bajar. But his orders were not carried out. 
He ordered the Garhwalis to open fire. Chandan Singh 
intervened and shouted Garhwalies don’t fire. The Garhwali 
soldiers obeyed Chandan Singh’s command they were 
arrested. Chandan Singh was given life imprisonment. 

Chandra Singh was released in 1941. He participated in 
1942 movement and was sent to jail. 

After independence Chandan Singh become a communist. 
He was imprisoned in 1948. After his release he spent the 
rest of his life in the service of the people. He passed away 
at the age of 88 on 1 October 1979. 
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79. Girl, V.V. (1894-1980) 


Varahgiri Venkatgiri was born on 10 August 1894 at 
Beharampur in Ganjam District of present day Orissa. His 
father was a lawyer. After his early education in Beharampur, 
Giri went to Ireland for higher studies. He returned to India 
in 1916 and joined the Home Rule League and the Indian 
National Congress. Giri participated in the Non-cooperation 
Movement of Mahatma Gandhi and suffered imprisonment. 

Giri was interested in the Trade Union Movement. He 
was twice elected President of the Trade Union Congress 
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in 1926 and 1942. As a trade union leader he attended a 
number of international labour conferences. Giri also attended 
the Second Round Table Conference as a representative of 
the workers. Giri was a member of the Indian Legislative 
Assembly from 1934 to 1937. 

V.V. Giri was elected to the Madras Legislative Assembly 
in 1936. When C. Rrajgopalchari formed the Congress Ministry 
in Madras in 1937, Giri was taken into the Cabinet and 
given the portfolio of labour. 

Giri was a member of the Lok Sabha from 1952 to 1957. 
He held the portfolio of Labour in the Union Cabinet for a 
couple 2 years. 

After 1957 V.V. Giri was appointed Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh, Kerala and Mysore. He became Vice President of 
India in 1967. He was elected as the fourth President of 
India in 1969 and held this office till 1974. Giri passed away 
in 1980. 
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80. Gokhale, Gopal Krishna (1866-1915) 


Gopal Krishna Gokhale was born at Katulk in Ratnagiri 
District of Maharashtra on 9 May 1866. He belonged to a 
poor family and could pursue his educational career with 
great difficulty. He studied at Kolhapur and Bombay. 

Gokhale in his early life was influenced by Mahadav 
Govind Ranade, Dadabhai Naoroji, and Sir Ferozshah Mehta. 

Gokhale started his career as a teacher at Fergusson 
College, Poona. He taught there for seventeen years and 
retired in 1902 to devote himself to exclusively to public 
life. 

Gokhale was associated with Indian National Congress, 
Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, University of Bombay, Deccan 
Education Society. In 1899 Gokhale was elected a member 
of the Bombay Legislative Council. In 1905 he was elected 
President of the Poona Municipality. In 1912 he was appointed 
a member of the Public Service Commission. 
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In 1905 Gokhale founded the Servants of India Society. 
The object of the society was to train one for the service of 
India. In 1908 he founded the Ranade Institute of Economics. 

Gokhale was a great reformer. He denounced the caste 
system and untouchability, championed the cause of women 
emancipation and female education and stood for modern 
sacrifice education in India. Gokhle favoured the use of mother 
Congress for primary education. 

Gokhale represented the liberal school of Indian 
Nationalism. He wanted greater autonomy for India and 
advocated constitutional means to achieve the objective. 
Gokhale criticized the treatment of Indians in South Africa. 
He opposed the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon. 

Gokhale thought that the economic results of the British 
administrative in India had been disasterous. India became 
poor due to the economic policies of the British Government. 
He criticized the British policy of free trade in India as it 
had destroyed the small scale industries in the country. 

Gokhale wanted to introduced agricultural education 
and upheld the cause of the agriculturalists. He desired that 
cooperative credit societies should be formed to help the 
farmed. 

. Gokhale was an effective speaker and he made memorable 
speeches on budgets. He paid frequent visits to England 
and enlightened the British public opinion on the situation 
in India. Gokhale had influenced Mahatma Gandhi to such 
an extent that the Mahatma used to call him his political 
guru. 

Gokhale expired at an early age of 49 years. 
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81. Gopalan, A.K. (b. 1902) 


A.K. Gopalan was born in July 1902 in a Nair family of 
North Malabar, Kerala. His father V.K. Rairu belonged to 
a middle class family and was a journalist. 

Gopalan was educated at Tellicherry and worked in a 
school for some years. 

Gopalan started his public career in 1930. When he 
participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement launched 
by Mahatma Gandhi. He was arrested and failed. After his 
release he organised Guruvayur Satyagraha to secure temple 
entry for depressed classed in 1931. 

In 1934 Gopalan joined the Congress Socialist Party. 

Gopalan joined the Communist Party in 1940. In 
September 1941 he escaped from the jail and went 
underground for five years. 

Gopalan was elected to Parliament in 1952, 1957, 1962 
and 1967. He was leader of the communist group for 
sometime. 

The Indian Communist Party was split in 1964 Gopalan 
joined the Marxist faction of the Party and became the leader 
of that party in the Lok Sabha. 
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82. Gupta, Chandra Bhanu (b. 1902) 


Chandra Bhanu Gupta was born on 14 July, 1902 at Bijoli 
in Aligarh district of U.P. Arya Samaj was a formative influence 
in his early life. He passed his M.A. and L.L.B. examinations 
from the Lucknow University in 1925. 
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C.B. Gupta was drawn to the freedom struggle at an 
early stage. He appeared as one of the defence counsels in 
the Kakori and Meerut Conspiracy case. He participated in 
all the freedom movements and understand imprisonment 
a number of times. He became a member of the U.P. legislature 
in 1937 and continued there through out his active public 
career. He entered the U.P. Ministry in 1946 when Pandit 
Govind Ballabh Pant made him a Parliamentary Secretary. 
He was Chief Minister of U.P. four times. During the Congress 
Split of 1969, he remained with the Congress (O). He was 
closely associated with Lucknow University as its treasurer. 
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83. Gupta, Maithili Saran (1886-1964) 


Maithili Saran Gupta was born in 1886 at Chirgaon near 
Jhansi in a Vaish family. His father Ram Charan Kanak was 
a religious minded person and exercised a deep impact on 
the mind of Maithili Saran Gupta. He received his education 
at the hands of the private teacher. He was well versed in 
Sanskrit poetry and scriptures. He was a devotee of Lord 
Rama. 

Maithili Saran was deeply influenced by Mahabir Prasad 
Dwivedi in his literary endeavours Dwivedi inspired to him 
to write in Khari Boli. Which was nearest to common man, 
The earliest poems of Maithili Saran were published in the 
Saraswati, edited by Mahavir Prasad Dwivedi. 

Maithili Saran has been hailed as a national poet. Some 
of his important works are: Bharat Bharati Jayadrath Badh, 
Panchvati, Saket, Yashodhara. , 

Maithili Saran Gupta was nominated to the Rajya Sabha 
in 1952 and he continued in that position till 1964. He awarded 
the title of Padma Vibhushan in 1954. 
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84. Gupta, Shiv Prasad (1883-1944) 


Shiv Prasad Gupta was born at Benares in June 1883 in a 
rich Vaish family. He studied Persian, Sanskrit and Hindi 
at home. He also studied upto B.A in Allahabad. He was 
influenced by Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya, Lala Lajpat 
Rai, Mahatma Gandhi, Acharya Narendra Dev and Dr. 
Bhagwan Das. 

Shiv Prasad Gupta was associated with revolutionaries. 
He was imprisoned for his nationalist activities a number 
of times. ‘ 

Shiv Prasad Gupta started Aaj, a Hindi nationalist daily 
He was the founder of the Kashi Vidyapeeth. He also 
Constructed the Bharat Mata Temple at Benaras. 
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85. Gurdit Singh, Baba (1860-1954) 


Baba Gurdit Singh is famous for the Komagata Maru affair 
(1914). He was born in 1860 at Sarhali in Amritsar District 
of Punjab. His father Hukam Singh went to Malaya as a 
petty contractor. Gurdit received little education in his 
childhood. 

Gurdit Singh chartered a Japanese ship Komagata Maru 
in 1914 and took 375 passengers in the ship to Canada. The 
ship sailed from Honkong on 3 April, 1941. The Canadian 
authorities did not allow the passengers to land. The ship 
sailed back to India and reached Calcutta on 29 September, 
1914. The passengers were not allowed to enter Calcutta. 
They were ordered to board the train bound for Punjab. 
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The passengers refused to do so. This resulted in bloody 
exchanges in which many passengers were shot dead and 
arrested. Baba Gurdit Singh escaped and remained 
underground for six years. In 1920 he surrendered himself 
and was imprisoned for five years. He passed away in 1954. 
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86. Hali, Altaf Hussain (1837-1914) 


Altaf Hussain Hali was a pioneer of Urdu Poetry in the 19th 
Century. He was born at Panipat in 1837. Panipat is now 
in Haryana but at that time it was in Punjabi. He received 
his education at Panipat and Delhi. 

Hali went to Delhi in 1854 and _ was in close touch with 
Ghalib. Hali came under the influence of Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan. He wrote his autobiography and also a long poem on 
the fallen condition of the Muslims. 

Hali was a prolific writer. Among his important works 
may be mentioned his books on Ghalib, women’s education 
and his own collection of poems. 
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87. Hansraj, Mahatma (1864-1938) 


Mahatma Hansraj was born on 19 April, 1864 at Bajwara 
in the Hoshiarpur District of Punjab. He was educated at 
his village and later at Lahore. He passed his Degree 
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examination in 1885. He was influenced by the teachings 
of Swami Dayanand and Pandit Guru Datt and Lala Lajpat 
Rai. When the Arya Samaj split into two sections in 1893 
Hansraj became the leader of the village section. He had 
various Offices in the Arya Samaj organisation and was 
elected president of the Indian Social Conference held at 
Amritsar in 1919. Under his lead the Arya Samaj did a lot 
of humanitarian work. He prepared hundreds of young 
men for service to the country. 
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88. Hardyal, Lala (1884-1939) 


Lala Hardyal was one of the most famous revolutionaries 
of India. He was a founder of the Ghadar Party in the 
U.S.A. He was a rare intellectual and a prolific writer. 

Lala Hardyal was born in Delhi in 1884. He belonged to 
a lower middle class Kayastha family. He studied at Delhi 
and Lahore. He did his M.A. in English Literature and History 
from Punjab University, Lahore. The Government of India 
awarded him a scholarship to study in English. He sailed 
for England in 1905 and studied at Oxford and London 
universities. _ 

In London Lala Hardyal came in contact with Indian 
revolutionaries like Shyamji Krishna Verma, V.D. Savarkar, 
and Madam Cama. 

In 1913 Hardyal went to America. There he started a 
journal Ghadar. In 1914 Hardyal went to Switzerland where 
he started another paper Bande Mataram. From Switzerland 
he went to Germany. But he was hounded out of Germany 
and spent a few years in Sweden. In 1927 he went to America 
where he was appointed as professor of Sanskrit and 
Philosophy at the Berkeley University, California. He passed 
away in 1939. 
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89. Hazrat Mahal, Begum (1879) 


Begum Hazrat Mahal was a queen of the last king of Oudh 
Wajid Ali Shah. She was one of the leaders of the First War 
of Indian Independence. 

Hazrat Mahal came from a poor family of Faizabad. 
When Wajid Ali Shah was deposed and sent away in exile 
to Calcutta, Hazrat Mahal with the help of her supporters 
like Raja Bal Krishan, Raja Jailal and Mansoor Khan worked 
tirelessly to revive the fortunes of Oudh. She could not 
succeed and sought asylum in Nepal where she died in 
1879. 
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90. Hazra, Matangini (1870-1942) 


Matangini Hazra was born in a poor peasant family under 
the Tamluk police station in the District of Midnapore. She 
was unlettered and married at an early age. She became a 
widow when she was just eighteen. Matangini spent her 
whole life in her small village. 

Matangini joined the independence movement on 26 
January 1932. She was an old woman of sixty-two and she 
led a procession. She took part in the salt campaign and 
was arrested more than once. 

Matangini led the procession of non-violent followers of 
Gandhiji on 29 September 1942. She carried the national 
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flag in her hand the police cried ‘halt’ and the villagers got 
nervous Matangini asked the villagers up to falter. She 
marched ahead and was hit in her leg, in her hand, finally 
is her forehead. She held the flag aloft till she fell dead. 
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91. Hedgewar, Keshavram Baliram (1889-1940) 


Keshavram Baliram Hedgewar was born on 1 April 1889 
at Nagpur. He was a Brahmin and imbibed profound respect 
for the Hindu traditions. He obtained a medical degree 
form National Medical College, Calcutta in 1914. 

Hedgewar participated in the Home Rule Campaign 
launched by Lokmanya Tilak. He attended the Congress 
session at Nagpur in 1920 and courted arrest in the Satyagraha 
movements of 1921, and 1931. The crowning achievement 
of Dr. Hedgewar was the foundation of the R.S.S. on 27 
September, 1925. Hedgewar asserted that the Hindus as a 
majority community had a special responsibility. They must 
develop a strong sense of unity and discipline. The R.S.S. 
has developed into a mighty organization since the days of 
Dr. Hedgewar. It is the ideological fountainhead of the present 
day Bharatiya Janata Party. 
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92. Hume, Allan Octavian (1829-1912) 


Allan Octavian Hume was born in 1892 in London. He was 
of Scottish descent. Hume studied medicine and surgery 
and developed interest in botany. 


Profiles of Freedom Fighters 235 


Hume joined Bengal Civil Service in 1849 and was 
sympathetic to the problems of Indians. He is hailed as the 
father of the Indian National Congress. Alarmed by the 
deepening discontent in India and haunted by the fear that 
a serious revolt might break out, he addressed his famous 
letter to the graduates of the Calcutta University. He called 
for fifty selfless and fearless workers prepared to act upon 
the eternal truth that self-sacrifice and unselfishness are the 
only unfailing guides to freedom and happiness. Hume 
discussed his plan with the new Viceroy Lord Dufferin, who 
welcomed it and widened its scope. Hume’s original idea 
was to bring together leading public men to discuss social 
matters. Dufferin gave a political direction to Hume’s idea. 
He suggested that the proposed organisation should play 
the role of opposition. He expresed the desire that Indian 
politicians should meet yearly and point out to the 
government its defects and the ways to remove them. Hume 
modified his plans and proceeded to England to discuss it 
with some leading personalities of the day like John British 
and two former Viceroys Ripon and Dalhousie. He organised 
the Indian Parliamentary committee in England to draw the 
attention of the British M.P.s towards Indian affairs. 

The first session of the Congress was held at Bombay on 
in December 28, 1885. Hume continued as the secretary of 
the Congress till 1907. He could have become the President 
to the Congress at any time but he preferred to remain in 
the background. Hume passed away in 1912. 
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93. Jagdish Prasad 
(20 March 1909-7 June, 1986) 


Jagdish Prasad, a rare freedom fighter, social worker and 
legislator, was born on 20 March, 1909 at the village Bhasiana 
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Merrut in the district of U.P. He belonged to a well to do 
vaish family. His parents Raghubir Saran and Draupdi shifted 
to Hasanpur (Moradabad) on account of some family 
circumstances. Jagdish Prasad had two brothers. Sudarshan 
Dayal elder to him was also a freedom fighter. One younger 
brother of Jagdish Prasad lost his life while in his teens in 
a tragic accident. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited the family 
to pay his condolences. 

The family atmosphere of Jagdish Prasad was intensely 
patriotic. He was drawn towards the nationalist movement 
and Arya Samaj since his early childhood. Even when he 
was a young boy 10 to 12 years he used to sing patriotic 
songs in the Congress processions. Jagdish Prasad studied 
upto middle class at Hasanpur. After that he was sent to 
Merrut for higher studies. He passed his high school 
examination in 1928 from Nanak Chand School and was 
placed in merit list. During his school days he actively 
participated in extra-curricular activities such as scouting 
and debaging and earned reputation for his truthfulness 
and discipline. He was considered an ideal student of his 
school. 

Jagdish Prasad joined the Meerut college for graduation. 
While still a student of the Ist year intermediate, he as the 
head of a volunteer camps of his college, went to Lahore to 
attend the historic Congress session of 1929. It was at this 
session that the resolution for complete independence was 
passed under the presidentship of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Jagdish Prasad was immensely influenced by the patriotic 
speeches of the national leaders and went back to his home 
with a firm determination to serve the cause of Indian 
independence. After appearing in the Intermediate 
examination in 1930 Jagdish Prasad plunged himself in the 
Salt Satyagraha and courted imprisonment. This was his 
baptism and he never looked back. He gave up his regular 
college studies and whatever he learnt in his subsequent 
life was the result of his own endeavour and love of books. 

Jagdish Prasad took active part in all the major freedom 
movements and went to jail 1932, 1940 and 1942. He faced 
tortures in prisons and his family was to face severe strains 
due to his frequent absence from his home. Although deeply 
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devoted to his family Jagdish Prasad held duty move 
important than family affection. 

Jagdish Prasad held important positions in the Congress 
organisation. He was chairman of the Moradabad Congress 
committee and member of the Provincial and all India 
Congress Committeesfor a number of years. He started a 
number of schools in Moradabad district. He opened a high 
school in his hometown of Hasanpur which in now a degree 
college. 

When a large part of Uttar Pradesh was engulfed in 
communal riots in the eve of independence Jagdish Prasad 
spared no efforts to quench the flames of violence in 
Moradabad and Merrut district. He and his family members 
including young children faced threats to their lives during 
there dark days that they came out triumphant through this 
doubtful ordeal. 

Jagdish Prasad was thrice elected to the U.P. legislative 
Assembly in 1952,.1957 and 1962. After serving as legislator 
for continuous fifteen years he voluntarily renounced the 
politics of power and devoted himself exclusively to 
constructive work. He joined the Bhoodan Movement of 
Acharya Vinoba Bhave and gifted a part of his land to the 
Acharya. Cast in a truely Gandhian mould, Jagdish Prasad 
was associated with a number organisations like Kasturba 
Memorial Trust. Pandit Motilal Nehru Memorial Fund and 
Servants of India Society. He was deeply devoted to the 
programme of propitiation, and communal harmony and 
eradication of untouchability. 

Jagdish Prasad is fondly remembered for the organisation 
of the U.P. leaders’ camp at Allahabad. The camp was 
conducted for a week from 28 March to 5 April 1940. Almost 
all the eminent leaders of U.P. Congress including Lal Bahadur 
Shastri, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru attended the camp and worked 
as volunteers. The idea was that if the leaders would attend 
the camp and work as ordinary volunteers the prestige and 
morale of the volunteers would go up and they would have 
no sense of humiliation. The camp was successful in meeting 
its objectives and was widely appreciated. Nehru was so 
impressed with the camp that he communicated his 
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impressions of the camp lifé ina letter to his daughter Indira 
Gandhi. 

Though Jagdish Prasad belonged to the Vaish community 
celebrated for its monetary skills, he was never successful 
in any business enterprise as he was not cut for such as job. 
His whole life was a saga of sacrifice. His wife Shakuntala 
Devi was also a noted social worker of U.P. Jagdish Prasad 
was an outstanding public speaker and was well versed in 
legislative matters. Pandit Govind Vallabh Pant was 
acquainted with this quality of his colleagues and desired 
him to initiate a programme of training the legislators so 
that they could discharge their duties more effectively. But 
Pandit Pant had to leave Lucknow for New Delhi as the 
Home Minister of the Union Government. This put the whole 
scheme in cold storage. The deteriorating behaviour of our 
legislators is posing a serious threat to our parliamentary 
institutions and the urgency for a suitable training programme 
for new legislators can not be over estimated. 

Jagdish Prasad during his membership of the U.P. 
legislative assembly acted as a bridge between the 
Government and the people. He fearlessly placed the problems 
of the public before the Government and pursued the relevant 
case to its logical conclusion. He has clearly expressed his 
ideas on a variety of topics such as temperance, trusteeship 
non-violence, sarvodaya, fearlessness and Gandhian 
economics. The favourites subjects on which he often spoke 
in the house included budgetary allocations politics, education, 
agriculture, women uplift, flood, local government, food and 
services. The effective participation of Jagdish Prasad in 
legislative debates, house committees and other legislative 
programmes marked him out as an effective parliamentarian. 
Who was capable of presenting his case in a convincing 
manner. He could carry out his onerous responsibilities so 
efficiently only because he spent sufficient time in home 
work and never uttered a word which was not substantiated 
with facts and reasoning. His selfless service, transparent 
integrity and arduous legislative acumen could certainly 
take him to the higher positions of power at the state as 
well as the national level. But his general indifference to 
groupism and power politics marginalised his role and put 
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him to wayside while most of his companions managed to 
make their way upward. 

The Congress split of 1969 engineered by the them Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi came as a rude shock to sensitive 
personality of Jagdish Prasad. He found himself rudderless 
in such a situation. He had cherished certain ethical values 
throughout his public career. He saw these value being 
gradually eroded. A man of his conscience could not stand 
the disintegration of the moral failure of society so 
meticulously nurtured by men and women of his generation. 
He was very much distressed and could find solace not in 
any political stampede but in humanitarian work. Jagdish 
Prasad lost his life ina public cause. A voluntary organisation 
had arranged an eye camp at Moradabad. The organisers 
requested Jagdish Prasad to undergo operation himself as 
his example would be followed by others. The medical 
facilities were not adequate at the camp. The family members 
were vehemently opposed to this experiment but the simple- 
hearted Jagdish Prasad agreed to the operation which 
eventually proved fatal to his eye sight and even life. Jagdish 
Prasad had developed his own personal and social philosophy. 
Being a devoted follower of Gandhiji from his early childhood, 
he believed in truth, non-violence, simplicity, decentralization 
of authority, cottage industries, and women uplift. He was 
at heart a man of religion by he did not subscribe to any 
dogmas and rituals. His religion was all inclusive. According 
to him, like his master Gandhi religion supplied a moral 
basis without which life a was a mere sound and fury 
signifying nothing. Jagdish Prasad believed in the essential 
unity of all religions. He honoured all religions and studied 
them with equal reverence. He could recite the verses of 
Gita, Guru Granth Sahib, Koran and Bible with the same 
felicity. 

Jagdish preached what he practised. He could nurse all 
types of patients with abounding care and affection. He had 
cultivated a sense of detachments towards worldly objects. 
A votary of the Karma theory, he looked upon work, as real 
worship. He led a disciplined life and was busy from four 
in the early morning till midnight. 
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The self-effacing freedom fighter passed away on 7 June, 
1986. He is survived by his four children: two sons and two 
daughters. His youngest daughter Asha Rani is a leading 
publisher, poetess and story-writer. 
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94. Jayakar, M.R. (1873-1959) 


Dr. Mukund Ramrao Jayakar was born on 13 November 
1873 in Bombay. He belonged to a middle class family. He 
took his M.A. in 1897 and LLB in 1902. He went to England 
in 1903 and was called to the Bar in 1905. After return to 
India he started practice at the Bombay High Court. He 
worked as Professor of Bombay Law School for some years. 
He was appointed as a judge of the Federal Court of India 
in 1937. He was also a member of the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy council in London. 

Jayakar was an authority on the Hindu Law. He made 
notable contribution in the field of education. He was closely 
associated with the establishment of the Poona University 
in 1948. ) 

Jayakar was active in social field also. He was the President 
of the social conference held at Nasik in 1917. He worked as 
the leader of the Swarajya Party in the Bombay Legislative 
council from 1923 to 1926. He was Deputy Leader of the 
Nationalist Party in the Central Legislature during the period 
1926-1930 Jayakar played a significant role in the conclusion 
of the Gandhi Irwin pact in 1930. He was also instrumental 
in effecting the Poona Pact which enabled Gandhiji to give 
up his fast. Jayakar participated in the Round Table 
Conference. He was also a member of the Constituent 
Assembly of India. He passed away at Bombay on 10 March, 
1959; 
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95. Kairon, Sardar Pratap Singh (1901-1965) 


Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon was born on 1 October, 1901 
at village Kaish of Amritsar District. He studied at Khalsa 
College Amritsar and went to U.S.A. for higher studies. He 
obtained Masters degree in Political Science from Michigan 
University and returned to India in 1929. 

While in the U.S.A. Kairon came under the influence of 
the Ghadar Party. On return to India he joined the Shiromani 
Akali Dal. At that time the Indian National Congress and 
the Akali Dal worked together. Kairon became the General 
Secretary of the Punjab Provincial Congress. After 
independence the Congress and the Akali Dal parted company. 
Kairon became president of the Punjab Provincial Congress. 

Kairon participated in the civil disobedience movement 
of 1932 and also the Quit India Movement of 1942. He was 
arrested and imprisoned on both the occasions. 

Kairon was elected to the Punjab Assembly in 1936 and 
1946. In 1946 he became the member of the All India Congress 
Committee and also a member of the Constituent Assembly. 
He was elected to the Punjab Vidhan Sabha in 1952, 1957 
and 1962. 

Kairon joined the Punjab Cabinet in 1947 for the first 
time. He became the Chief Minister of Punjab in 1956. He 
proved to be a capable administrator and placed Punjab on 
the industrial map of the country. On 1 October 1963 he 
was presented an Abhinandan Granth. 

Kairon had his own enemies. As a result of the findings 
of a commission, he was asked resign from the Chief 
Ministership in August 1964. He was shot dead on 6 February 
1965 about 22 miles from Delhi while returning to Chandigarh. 
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96. Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (1890-1988) 


Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan known as Frontier Gandhi was 
born in 1890 in the Village Uttamanjai of Peshawar District. 
It was a part of North-West Frontier Province of British 
India. Now it forms a pact of West Pakistan. 

Abdul Ghaffar Khan had early education at home and 
also in a Muslim School. He studied for some time at Peshawar 
and also at Aligarh. He was influenced by. Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 

The nationalist career of Abdul Ghaffar Khan started in 
1919 when opposed the Rowlatt Bills. He attended the Nagpur 
session of the Congress and took a leading part in the Khilafat 
Movement. In 1921 he set up a national school at his village. 
He was arrested for his nationalist activities and served 
imprisonment for three years. After his release from Jail in 
1924 he dedicated himself to social reform. 

Abdul Ghaffar Khan took active part in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement of 1931 and was arrested. After his 
release he attended the Karachi session of the Indian National 
Congress in 1931. He took a leading part in all the Congress 
movements from 1920 to 1947. He was opposed to the partition 
of the country when the Congress accepted partition of the 
county he felt let down. After the creation of Pakistan Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan started agitation for the creation of 
Pakhtoonistan. 

He was kept in Jail for a long period by the Government 
of Pakistan. He also lived in exile in Afghanistan for a few 
years. 

Abdul Ghaffar Khan founded an organisation known as 
Khudai Khidmatgars (Servants of God). The Government of 
India awarded Bharat Ratna to Abdul Ghaffar Khan in 1987. 
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97. Khan Sahib, Dr. (1883-1958) 


Dr. Khan Sahib was the elder brother of the Frontier Gandhi 
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. He was born in the village 
Uttamanjai in the Peshawar District of the North-West Frontier 
Province of British India in 1883. Peshawar is now a District 
of West Pakistan. 

Dr. Khan Sahib was educated at his village and Peshawar. 
He went to England in 1909 for higher medical studies. He 
returned to India in 1920 and was taken in the Indian Medical 
Service in 1920. He resigned from his service in 1921. 

Dr. Khan Sahib was head of the Congress Government 
in his province for a number of years. He participated in 
the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1950 and was sent to 
jail. He was elected to the Central Legislative Assembly as 
a Congress nominee. 

Dr. Khan Sahib was a staunch nationalist. He was opposed 
to the partition of India. North West Frontier Province went 
to Pakistan and Dr. Khan Sahib was put in jail for about six 
years. Later he was reconciled to Pakistan and joined the 
Central Cabinet in 1954. In 1955 he became the Chief Minister 
of West Pakistan in 1955. He was stabbed to death in Lahore 
on 9 May, 1958. 
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98. Khan, Shah Nawaz (1914-1983) 


General Shah Nawaz Khan was born at Rawalpindi in a 
Pathan family in 1914. He received military training and 
was commissioned in 1935. He was sent to Malaya in 1942. 
After the British capitulation in Malaya, Hongkong and 
Singapore, British officers surrendered to the Japanese. British 
officers of the army were allowed to return India as per the 
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terms of surrender and the left the Indian soldiers, JCOs, 
NCOs, and other Indian officers in the hands of Japanese 
as P.O.Ws. General Mohan Singh and Pritam Singh organised 
INA from these P.O.Ws. These INA men were supposed to 
fight the British in Burma and India and help the Japanese 
in the war against the British. Netaji ‘arrived in east Asia, 
Rashbehari Bose gave him command of INA. Netaji wanted 
to liberate India with the help of INA. General Shah Nawaz 
Khan deeply impressed by the charismatic personality of 
Netaji and his patriotism agreed to fight for the country. 
Soon he become one of the trusted commanders of Netaji. 
He fought the British forces in Burma. At that time the 
Japanese were facing reverses at the hands of American 
forces in Philippines and Pacific Ocean. This weakened the 
Japanese positions in Burma, Singapore and Malaya. 
Meanwhile Field Marshall Viscount Slim reorganised and 
requipped his defeated forces. The two forces clashed their 
arms at the battle of Imphal and Kohima. The Japanese 
forces were repulsed. From there onwards the Japanese were 
on defence in Burma and defeated on every fronts, and 
ultimately forced to surrender. The INA though hard pressed 
for the equipment and shortages of arms and ammunition 
fought the battle gallantly. But they were fighting a loosing 
battle, as a result they had to retreat and surrender on 18 
August, 1945. 

Shah Nawaz was tried along with General Prem Kumar 
Sahgal and Major General Gurdiyal Singh Dhillon. The whole 
nation rallied to their defence. The Commander-in-Chief Sir 
Claude Auchinleck remitted their sentences and they were 
virtually acquitted. 

Shah Nawaz joined the Indian National Congress and 
became a minister in Nehru’s Cabinet. He was defeated in 
the 1977 general elections following which he retired from 
active politics. He passed away on 9 December, 1983. He 
wrote a book My Memoirs of the INA and Its Netaji. 
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99. Kharak Singh, Baba (1867-1963) 


Baba Kharak Singh was born in 1867 at Sialkot in a Sikh 
family. He was one of the first graduates of the Punjab 
University. He was an exponent of modern education among 
the Sikhs. He came with contact with Mahatma Gandhi at 
the Amritsar session of the Indian National Congress in 
1919. He was the founder President of the Akali Dal and a 
leader of the Sikhs Gurdwara Movement. Baba Kharak Singh 
was convicted and imprisoned thirteen times and spent a 
total terms of twenty years in jail. Baba Kharak Singh was 
a staunch nationalist. He passed away in New Delhi in 1963. 
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100. Kher, Bal Gangadhar (1888-1957) 


Bal Gangadhar Kher was born on 24 August 1888 at Ratnagiri, 
Maharashtra. He studied at Poona and Bombay. He passed 
his B.A. in 1906 and LLB in 1908. Kher was a deeply religious 
men. | 

He was deeply influenced by Gandhiji. But after Chauri 
-Chaura incident when Gandhi withdrew the movement, he 
felt disappointed. He then along with Motilal Nehru and 
C.R. Das formed the Swaraj Party. He participated in Civil 
Disobedience Movement. He went to jail on a number of 
occasions. He became Chief Minister of Bombay Presidency 
from 1937 to 1939. Later after India’s independence, he again 
became the Chief Minister of Bombay Presidency. He was 
India’s High Commissioner in Britain in 1955. He was 
appointed Chairman of the Official Language Commission. 
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Kher was an advocate of the Basic Education. He was a 
supporter of the village industries. 
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101. Kidwai, Rafi Ahmad (1894-1954) 


Rafi Ahmed Kidwai was born on 18 February 1894 in village 
Masaudi of Barabanki District in U.P. He died on 24 October 
1954 in New Delhi. 

Rafi Ahmed was educated at his village and Aligarh 
University from where he graduated in 1918. He participated 
in non-cooperation movement and was lodged in jail for 
the year. On release he worked as Private Secretary of Motilal 
Nehru. In 1926 he was elected to the Central Legislative 
assembly on Swaraj Party ticket. 

Rafi Ahmed became the secretary of the U.P. Congress 
Committee in 1931. In 1935 he was elected as the president 
of the U.P.C.C. He held the portfolio of land revenue in the 
first Congress ministry in U.P. In the U.P. Cabinet formed 
after 1946 he became the Home Minister. 

In 1947 Rafi Ahmed joined the Central Cabinet as the 
Minister for Communications. In 1952 he was appointed as 
Minister of Food and Agriculture. 
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102. Kripalani, Acharya J.B. (1888-1982) 


Acharya J.B. Kripalani was born at Hyderabad (Sind) in 
1888 in an upper middle class Hindu family. He graduated 
from the Fergusson college, Poona and later did his M.A. 
in History and Economics. 
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Kripalani worked as a professor of English and History 
at Muzaffarnagar College in Bihar from 1912 to 1917. He 
taught at Banaras Hindu University for a short period. From 
1920 to 1927 he served as the principal of the Gujarat 
Vidyapeeth established by Mahatma Gandhi. Kripalani came 
into contact with Gandhiji in 1917 during the Champaran 
Satyagraha. He was married to Sucheta Kripalani in 1936. 

Kripalani served as the General Secretary of the Congress 
from 1934 to 1945. He took part in all the Congress movements 
since 1921 and was imprisoned a number of times. He was 
elected president of the Congress in 1946. He had differences 
with Nehru and Patel over the relationship of the Congress 
organisation and the government and. finally he tendered 
his resignation from the Congress 1951. He started a weekly 
called the Vigil. He also floated a nww political party as 
Krishak Majdoor Praja Party. The Party merged with the 
Praja Socialist Party. Kripalani resigned from the Praja Socialist 
party in 1954 and remained an independent to the rest of 
his parliamentary career. 

Kripalani played a significant role in the formation of 
the Janata Government in 1977. Kripalani was a leading 
interpreter of Gandhian Philosophy and wrote a number of 
_ books on the subject. 
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103. Kripalani, Sucheta (1908-1974) 


Sucheta Kripalani was born at Ambala, Punjab on 25 June, 
1908 in an upper middle class Bengali family. Her father 
Dr. S.N. Mazumdar was a medical officer of the Punjab 
Government. He belonged to the Brahma Samaj and was 
a man of liberal out look. 

Sucheta was educated at Shimla, Delhi and Lahore. She 
did her M.A. in History and Political Science from Delhi 
University. 
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Sucheta started her life as a teacher and worked at many 
places including Lahore and Benares. She married Acharya 
J.B. Kripalani in 1936. During the post-independence period 
Sucheta and Acharya differed in their political views, but 
this did not affect their family life. 

Sucheta was deeply influenced by Gandhiji and his ideas. 

Sucheta started to work in the Congress office at 
Allahabad. She started a women’s section of the Congress 
and acted as incharge of the Foreign Department of the 
Party. In 1940 she joined the individual satyagraha and was 
jailed for two years. She took active part in the Quit India 
Movement of 1942 and remained underground for two years. 
She was arrested in 1944 and: was kept in solitary confinement 
for a year. In 1946 she was elected to the Constituent Assembly. 
She accompanied Gandhiji to Noakhali during the communal 
riots. 

After independence Acharya Kripalani resigned from the 
Congress but Sucheta remained in it and was a member of 
the Congress Working Committee for many years. She was 
appointed the General Secretary of Congress in 1959. In 1962 
she became a minister in the U.P. Cabinet and rose to be the 
Chief Minister in October 1963. She held that position for 
couple of years. Even after relinquishing Chief Ministership 
of U.P. Sucheta remained active in social service till her 
death in 1974. 
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104. Kumarappa, J.C. (1892-1957) 


J.C. Kumarappa was born on 4 January 1892 at Thanjivur 
in Madras. He belonged to an orthodox Christian middle 
class family of Madurai. Kumarappa studied at Madras, 
London, and U.S.A. he came into contact of Dr. H.J. Davenport 
Professor of Public Finance at Columbia University. Professor 
Davenport advised him to concentrate on the economic 
problems of India. 


Profiles of Freedom Fighters 249 


Kumarappa returned to India in 1929. He associated 
himself with Gandhiji and conducted a rural survey in Gujarat 
and an industrial survey in the central provinces. He taught 
at the Gujarat Vidyapeeth during 1929-1931 and edited the 
Young India during the absence of Gandhiji. He was arrested 
and sent to jail in 1931. In 1934 he became the secretary of 
the All India Village Industries Association and became its 
President after the demise of Gandhiji. Kumarappa interpreted 
the economic ideas of Mahatma Gandhi in a scientific spirit. 
He also played a leading role in the formulation of the basic 
education. He was a prolific writer and wrote a member of 
books on Gandhian economics. Two of his books are well 
known Economy of Permanence and Gandhian Economic Thought. 
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105. Lajpat Rai, Lala (1865-1928) 


Lala Lajpat Rai known as ‘Punjab Kesari’ (the lion of Punjab) 
was born on 28 January 1865 at village Dhundhike of the 
Ludhiana District of Punjab. He belonged to a Hindu Vaish 
family. His father Lala Radha Kishan was an Urdu teacher 
in a Government school. His mother Gulab Devi came from 
a Sikh family. 

Lajpat Rai studied at his village school, at Ambala and 
finally at Lahore from where he completed his final law 
examination in 1886. He started his career as a teacher but 
he took up law as his profession and settled at Lahore. 

The Arya Samaj had a tremendous appeal to Lajpat Rai. 
He came in contact with leading Arya Samajists like Mahatma 
Hansraj and Pandit Guru Datt. 

Lajpat Rai attended the Congress session at Allahabad 
in 1888. He belonged to the extremist school of Indian 
Nationalism. 
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Lajpat Rai went to England in 1905 to educate British 
public opinion on the Indian situation. In 1907 he organised 
a powerful agrarian movement in Punjab. He was arrested 
and deported to Burma. 

Lajpat Rai went to England for the second time in 1908. 
In 1913 he visited Japan, England and United States on a 
lecture tour. During his stay in America, he supported the 
programme of the Ghadar Party and was close to Lala 
Hardyal. 

Lala Lajpat Rai returned to India in 1920. He participated 
in the Congress activities and was arrested in 1921. He visited 
Europe in 1924, 1926 and 1927. He was called upon to preside 
over the special Congress Session in Calcutta in 1920. He 
was sceptical about Gandhiji’s programme of non-cooperation 
but did not oppose it. 

Lala Lajpat Rai joined the Swarajya Party founded by 
C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru. 

On 30 October 1928 Lala Lajpat Rai led an anti-Simon 
Commission at Lahore. He received lathi-blows and died 
on 17 November 1928. About the police assault he said. 
“Every blow aimed at me is a nail struck in the coffin of 
British imperialism in India.” 

Lala Lajpat Rai was a prolific writer. Some of his important 
works are the Arya Samaj, Young India, Political Future of India, 
Problem of National Education in India. 
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106. Lakshmi Bai, Rani of Jhansi (1835-1858) 


Rani Lakshmi Bai was the daughter of Moropant Balwant 
Rao Tambe and Bhagirathi Bai. She was born on 16 November 
1835 at Benares. His father shifted to Bithur near Kanpur 
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and grew up in close contact with the Peshwa, Nana Sahib, 
Rao Sahib and Tatya Tope. She received traditional education 
and learnt horseriding and wielding of arms. 

Lakshmi Bai was married to Maharaja Gangadhar Rao 
of Jhansi in 1842. Her only male child died in infancy. Her 
husband also expired in 1853. Lord Dalhousie annexed Jhansi 
in 1854 on the plea of lapse. 

The unjust treatment provoke Rani Lakshmi Bai to 
rebellion in 1857. She was attacked by neighbouring states 
and escaped to Kalpi on horse back. Her forces were routed 
at Kalpi. She marched on Gwalior and established the 
authority of the Peshwa there. She fought the British 
stubbornly and fell down fighting. A British historian has 
described her last movements clad in the attire of man and 
mounted on horse back the Rani of Jhansi might have been 
seen animating her troops throughout the day. When inch- 
by-inch the British troops passed through the pass, and when 
reaching its summit Smith ordered the Hussars to charge, 
the Rani of Jhansi boldly fronted the British horsemen. When 
her comrades failed her, her horse, inspite of her efforts, 
carried her along with the others. With them she might have 
escaped but that her horse, crossing the canal near the 
(Philobagh) cantonment stumbled and fell. A hussar, close 
upon her track, ignorant of her sex and rank, cut her down. 
She fell to rise no more. “Sir Hugh Rose, the commander -of 
the British army referred to her as the best and bravest 
military leader of the rebels.” Rani Lakshmi Bai has been 
immortalized in ballads. 
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107. Lohia, Dr. Ram Manohar (1910-1967) 


Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia was born at Akbarpur in the district 
of Faizabad in U.P. on 23 March, 1910. His father Hiralal 
Lohia was a businessman with nationalistic leanings. 
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Ram Manohar lost his mother during his infancy and 
was brought up by his grand mother and aunt. 

Ram Manohar received his early education at Akbarpur. 
Layer on he studied at Bombay, Benares and Calcutta. He 
obtained his PhD degree from Berlin University in 1932. 

Ram Manohar returned to India in 1933. He served as 
Private Secretary to Rameshwardas Birla for a few months. 
He joined the Congress Socialist Party in 1934 and became 
the Secretary of the Foreign Department of the Indian National 
Congress. 

He was arrested first in 1939 and again in 1940. 

Ram Manohar took active part in the 1942 movement. 
He went underground and conducted broadcasts of the secret 
Congress Radio at Bombay and Calcutta. He was arrested 
in May, 1944 and was put in the Lahore jail. 

Ram Manohar had acute differences with the Congress 
leaders. He along with other socialists left the Congress party 
and organized the first the Praja Socialist Party and 
subsequently the Socialist Party. 

Ram Manohar became a member of the Lok Sabha in 
1963. He was an effective parliamentarian. He died at the 
Willingdon Nursing Home on 12 October, 1967. 

~ Ram Manohar was a prolific writer. Some of his important 
publications are: Aspects of Socialist Policy (Bombay 1952), 
Wheel of History (Hyderabad, 1955), Guilty Men of India’s Partition 
(Allahabad, 1960), Marx, Gandhi and Socialism (Hyderabad, 
1962), India, China and Northern Frontiers (Hyderabad, 1963) 
and Fragments of a World Mind. 


108. Madani, Maulana Husain Ahmad 
(1879-1957) 


Maulana Ahmad Husain Madani was the son of Syed 
Habibullah of Tanda in the District Faizabad of U.P. His 
father is said to have participated in the first War of Indian 
Independence in 1857. 

Madani received his early education from his father. In 
1892 he joined the Deoband School for higher religion 
education. 
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In 1911-12 Moulana Madani accompanied a group of 
revolutionaries to Kabul to plan a revolt against the British 
Government. The effort could not succeed and the Maulana 
was arrested and jailed in 1914. 

The Maulana, after his release in 1919 assumed the 
leadership of the Jamait ul Ulema-i-Hind in 1919. He 
participated in the Congress movements and courted arrest 
a number of times. He was opposed to the two nations 
theory and the demand for the Pakistan. 
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109. Madhavan, T.K. (1886-1930) 


T.K. Madhavan was born in September, 1886 at Mavelikkara 
in Travancore in an agriculturalist family. He studied at his 
village and later on at Quilon from where he passed high 
school. Madhavan was influenced by the teachings of Gita, 
Swami Vivekanand and Mahatma Gandhi. He organized 
the Vaikkom Satyagraha in 1924. The movement started on 
30 March and continued for twenty months. The Satyagraha 
aimed at opening the temples for the non-caste Hindus. 
Gandhiji also arrived at Vaikkom and helped Madhavan. 
Madhavan won in his endeavour. 

Madhavan was a member of the All India Congress 
working committee. He was also a writer and a journalist. 
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110. Mahtab, Dr. Hare Krushna (1899) 


Hare Krushna Mahatab was born in a Zamindar family in 
November, 1899 at Agarpara in the District of Balasore, 
Orissa. He received his education at Ravenshaw College, 
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Cuttuck. Mahatab was associated with Rama Krishna Mission 
Mahatab participated in the Non-cooperation Movement of 
1920-21 He was elected secretary of the Balasore District 
Congress Committee in 1921. He became President of the 
Orissa Provincial Committee in 1938. He was a member of 
the Congress Working Committee for social years. During 
1952-53 he was the General Secretary of the Congress Party 
in parliament and was elected Deputy Leader of the ruling 
party in the Lok Sabha. 

Dr. Mahatab Party formed the Jan Congress in Orissa 
and tormed ministry in 1967 alliance with the Swatantra 
Party. He was a prolific writer. His two major contributions 
to Orissa were the new capital at Bhubaneshwar and the 
Hirakund Dam Project at Sambhalpur. 
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111. Mahendra Pratap, Raja (1886-1979) 


Raja Mahendra Pratap was born on 1 December, 1886 at 
Mursan, District Aligarh, U.P. His father was a well to do 
Zamindar. He after passing his intermediate examination in 
1907 he looked after the management of his estate. 

Raja Mahendra Pratap believed that India required foreign 
help to achieve freedom. He travelled to Afghanistan, U.S.A., 
Russia, Germany, Japan and China to seek foreign aid and 
spent three decades there. He set up a Provisional Government 
of Free India at Kabul with himself as president. He also 
worked in the Gadhar Party in the U.S.A. 

Raja Mahendra Pratap was a believed in essential unity 
of all religions. He was keen to establish a World Federation. 

Raja Mehendra Pratap returned to India in 1945 from 
his exile. He was a member of the Lok Sabha during the 
period 1957-1962 after which he retired from active politics 
and passed away in 1979. 
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112. Majithia, Dyal Singh (1849-1898) 


Dyal Singh Majithia belonged to a historic family of the 
village Majithia near Amritsar city in Punjab. His ancestors 
had served Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 

Dyal Singh spent his early life in Majithia, Amritsar and 
Batala. He went to England in 1874 and stayed there for 
two years. He was influenced by western education and 
liberalism. He became social reformer and advocated widow 
remarriage. He was a moderate in his political outlook. He 
founded several educational institutions, colleges and libraries 
including The Tribune which has served the nationalist cause 
in the Punjab. 
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113. Mazumdar, Ambica Charan (1850-1922) 


Ambica Charan Mazumdar was born at a village in Faridpur 
District of East Bengal in a Zamindar family. In 1875 he 
passed the M.A. examination from the Presidency College. 
Calcutta and 1878 took his B.L. degree. He started practice 
at Faridpur. 

Ambica Charan come in contact with Surendranath 
Banerjee during his student days and started taking part in 
the activities of the Indian National Congress. He participated 
in the Antipartition agitation of 1905. He presided over the 
Bengal Provincial Conference in 1899 and 1910. In 1915 he 
published a book Indian National Evolution. The book gave a 
survey of the birth and the development of the Indian National 
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Congress. He presided over the 31st session of the Indian 
National Congress held at Lucknow in 1916. In 1917 he was 
elected a member of the Provincial Legislative Council. He 
belonged to the Liberal school of Indian Politics. He was a 
brilliant orator and one of the greatest advocates of 
constitutional development of India. 
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114. Majumdar, Pratap Chandra (1840-1905) 


Pratap Chandra Majumdar born at Hooghly in 1840 in an 
upper middle class family of Bengal. He received his early 
education at his village school and at Calcutta. After passing 
his matriculation in 1859 he entered the Presidency College, 
Calcutta that for higher studies. But he left the college soon 
Pratap Chandra was drawn towards the Brahmo Samaj 
through Debendranath Tagore and Keshab Chandra Sen. 

He travelled widely in India and abroad and addressed 
the Parliament of Religions at Chicago in 1993. He was 
instrumental in propagatin the message of Brahmo Samaj in 
different parts of India through press platform and papers. 
He was associated with many journals and was the foremost 
leader of the Nava Bidhan branch of the Brahmo Samaj. He 
stood for liberal education and social reforms. 
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115. Malviya, Madan Mohan (1861-1946) 


Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya was born at Allahabad on 
25 December, 1861 in a.scholarly but poor Brahmin family. 
His father Pandit Brijnath was a renowned scholar of Sanskrit. 

~ Madan Mohan learnt Sanskrit at home. He was educated 
in a Pathshala District school and later at Muir Central College 
Allahabad. He graduated in 1884 and passed his L.L.B. 
Examination in 1891. 

Malviya started his career as a school teacher. Subsequently 
he shifted to journalism and edited the Hindustan (weekly), 
Indian Union (weekly). He was also closely associated with 
a number of Hindi journals like Maryada and Abhyuday. 

Malviya was drawn to public life from the very beginning 
of his career. He attended the second Congress session in 
1886 which was held at Calcutta. He delivered an impressive 
speech at the session which won praise from A.O. Hume. 
Malviya invited Congress sessions of Allahabad in 1888 and 
1892. He was elected President of the Congress in 1909, 
1918, 1932, and 1933. 

Malviya founded the Hindu Mahasabha in 1906 to oppose 
the divide and rule policy of the British government. 

Malviya started his legal practice in 1893. Although he 
became famous as a Lawyer he did not stick to the legal 
profession for long. He devoted most of his time to public 
activities. 

Malviya was elected the Provincial Legislative Council 
in 1902, and the Imperial Legislative Council in 1909. He 
took active part in the proceedings of the council and became 
and of its most important members. 

Malviya founded the Banaras Hindu University in 1916. 
He combined the teaching of science and technology with 
that of religion. Banaras Hindu University was a centre of 
nationalist ideas. A large number of its students played not 
able past in the freedom struggle. He was vice-chancellor of 
the University from 1919 and 1938, and was succeeded by 
Dr. Radhakrishnan. 

Malviya was a great advocate of Hindi. He himself 
wrote poems and articles in Hindi. He was a conservative 
in social matters. He had high regards for Mahatma Gandhi 
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who looked upon him as his elder brother. His personal life 
was very simple. 
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116. Mashruwala, Kishorilal Ghanshyam Das 
(1890-1952) 


Kishorilal Mashruwala was born in Bombay in 5 October 
1890. He belonged the a middle class Gujarati family. He 
graduated from the Wilson College Bombay in 1909. 

Mashruwala was influenced by the national leaders like 
Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Thakkar 
Bapa. He lived an austere life. He started his career as a 
teacher in Sabarmati Ashram of Mahatma Gandhi. He 
participated in the freedom struggle and was imprisoned in 
1930, 1932 and 1942. He was the president of the Gandhi 
Seva Sangh from 1934 to 1940. He was closely associated 
with the Basic education scheme of Mahatma Gandhi. He 
was a social reformer who supported divorce and widow 
remarriage in certain circumstances. 

Mashruwala was a prolific writer. Some of his major 
works are Gandhi Vichar Dohan (Substance of Gandhian 
Thought), Ahinsa Vivechan (A Critique of Non-violence). 
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117. Mavalankar, Ganesh Vasudeo (1888-1956) 


Ganesh Vasudeo Mavalankar was born on 27 February 1956 
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at Baroda. His ancestors originally belonged to Ratnagiri 
District of Maharashtra. From there they had migrated to 
Baroda, Ahmedabad and other parts of Gujarat. 

Mavalankar passed his matriculation from Baroda in 1904. 
In 1908 he passed his B.A. and in 1912 his LLB. 

Mavalankar started his legal practice at Ahmedabad and 
soon came under the influence of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
and Mahatma Gandhi. 

He participated in all the movements of Mahatma Gandhi 
and courted arrest a number of times throughout his career 
he was a prominent member of the Gujarat and All India 
Congress Committees. 

The growing achievement of Mavalankar’s life was his 
first speakership of the Lok Sabha. He held this position 
from January 24, 1946 to February 27, 1956. Pandit Nehru 
called him “father of the Lok Sabha”. 

Mavalankar wrote books in English Marathi and Gujarati. 
Some of his notable books are Kahee Phulay (Dome Flowers) 
in Marathi and Samsmarano in Gujarati. 
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118. Mazharul Haque (1866-1930) 


Mazharul Haque was born on 22 December, 1866 in Bahpura 
district Patna in Bihar. He belonged to a wealthy Zamindar 
family. He passed his matriculation examination from the 
Patna Collegiate School in 1886 and in 1887 proceeded to 
England for legal education. He was called to bar in 1891. 
He returned to India after getting his law degree. He served 
as a judicial officer for some years and started his own 
practice at Champaran. 

Haque started his public career in the first decade of the 
20th century. He advocated the constitution of Bihar as a 
separate province. Haque was an opponent of the separate 
electorate. He was the chief organiser of the Home Rule 
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Movement in Bihar in 1916. He participated in the champaran 
Satyagraha of Mahatma Gandhi in 1917. 

Haque took an active part in the non-cooperation and 
Khilafat Movement and even went to Turkey to meet the 
Sultan. He was an ardent champion of communal harmony. 
Haque founded the Sadaquat Ashram at Digha which served 
as the headquarters of the Congress in Bihar He founded 
the Motherland which set forth the ideology of freedom 
movement. 

During the last years of his life Haque retired from active 
politics and died on 2 January 1930. 
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119. Meera Behn (b. 1892) 


Meera Behn was born as Madeline Slade in 1892 in England 
in an aristocratic family. She had spiritual inclination since 
her early childhood. She was introduced to Mahatma Gandhi 
by Romain Rolland. She came to India in 1925 and joined 
the Sabarmati Ashram. She adjusted her life to Indian 
conditions and studied the Hindu scriptures. She worked 
for sometime in the Kanya Gurukul Dehradun. Gandhiji 
gave her the name of Meera in view of her devotions to 
him. 

Meera accompanied Gandhiji to the Second Round Table 
Conference in 1932. On her return she joined the Satyagraha 
movement and courted imprisonment. 

Meera Behn tried to settle is several villages but could © 
not succeed she was arrested with Mahatma Gandhi on the 
morning of 9 August, 1942. She was kept in the Agha Khan 
Palace from August 1942 to May 1944. After her release she 
started a centre for the service of the villagers and a school 
near Rishikesh she named Puhurlok. 
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Meera Behn was deeply attached to Gandhiji. To her 
there were only two—God and Bapu. After Bapu’s death 
they became one. 

After Gandhiji’s death, Meera Behn did not feel comfort- 
able to stay in India. In 1959 she left India and settled in a 
village in Austria where she passed away. 
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120. Meher Ally, Yusuf Jaffar ( 1903-1950) 


Yusuf Meherally was born in Bombay in 1903 in an aristocratic 
Khoja Muslim family. He received his education at Calcutta 
and Bombay. He passed his matriculation in 1920 and 
graduated in 1925. Some of his close associates were Minoo 
Masani, Asok Mehta, K.F. Nariman, Achyut Patwardhan, 
Jaya Prakash Narayan and Kamaladevi Chattopadhayaya. 
Meherally participated in the Salt Satyagraha (1930). In 1934 
he was charged with a conspiracy to overthrow the British 
Raj and sentenced to two years imprisonment. He was one 
of the founders of the Congress Socialist Party. He participated 
in the Individual Satyagraha in 1940 and the Quit India 
Movement in 1942 and was put behind the bar on both 
occasions. He died in 1950 at the early age of 47. Among 
his publications may be mentioned Leaders of India, 2 Vols., 
The Modern World, The Price of Liberty. | 
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121. Mehta, Ashok (b. 1911) 


Ashok Mehta was born at Bhavnagar in Saurashtra on 24 
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October 1911. He received his higher education at Bombay 
and joined freedom movement in 1932. He was one of the 
stalwarts of the Congress Socialist Party and edited the 
Congress Socialist Weekly from 1934 to 1939 with distinction. 
He was active in the labour field and founded the Hind 
Mazdoor Sabha. 

Ashok Mehta was a prolific writer and wrote extensively 
oncommunalism, planned economy, socialism and resurgence 
Asia. He acted as the Deputy Chairman of the Planning 
Commission for a short period Although Ashok Mehta 
remained in politics throughout his life he was essentially 
an academician. 
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122. Mehta, Hansa (b. 1897) 


Hansa Mehta was born on 3 July 1897 in an aristocratic 
family of Surat in Gujarat. She was educated at Baroda 
from where she did her honours in philosophy. She went 
to London to study journalism and sociology. After her 
return to India, she married Dr. Jivaraj Mehta in 1924. She 
participated in the Civil Disobedience Movements of 1930 
and 1932 and was imprisoned both times. She took an active 
part in social reform and educational activities and contributed 
in the foundation and building of the M.S. University of 
Baroda. He worked as its Vice-Chancellor from 1949 to 1958. 
Hansa Mehta was a member of the Constituent Assembly 
of India in 1955 she was elected the President of the Indian 
Conference of Social Work. 
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S.P. Sen (ed.) Dictionary of National Biography, Vol. III. 


123. Mehta, Dr. Jivaraj (b. 1887) 


Dr. Jivaraj Mehta was born on 29 August, 1887 in Saurashtra. 
After completing his primary and secondary education Jivaraj 
passed his matriculation in 1903. He passed L.M.&S. 
examination of the Grant Medical College of Bombay and 
went to England to pursue higher medical studies. It was 
here that he came in contact with Mahatma Gandhi. He 
returned to India in 1915 after passing M.R.C.P. 

Dr. Mehta established his practice at Bombay. He worked 
on top positions at the State General Hospital Baroda, Sheth 
Gordhandas Sundar Das Medical College Bombay and King 
Edward Memorial Hospital in Bombay. He was involved in 
the Salt Movement in 1932 and the Quit India Movement in 
1942. He was put behind the bars both times. 

Dr. Jivaraj Mehta presided over the Indian Medical 
Conference in 1930, 1943 and 1945. In independent India he 
was secretary to the Ministry of Health Service when Bombay 
was bifurcated Jivaraj Mehta became the first Chief Minister 
of Gujarat. In 1963 Prime Minister Nehru appointed him 
India’s High Commissioner in London. He retired from that 
position in 1966. He was elected a member of the Lok Sabha 
in 1971. 
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124. Mehta, Sir Pheroze Shah (1845-1915) 


Sir Pheroze Shah Mehta was born in Bombay on 4 August, 
1845. He belonged to a family of merchants. He passed the 
Matriculation examination in 1861. After graduating in 1864 
he proceeded to England for legal studies and was called 
to bar in 1868. In England he came in close contact with 
Dadabhai Naoroji. 
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Pheroze Shah belonged to the liberal school of Indian 
politics. He is remembered as a maker of the modern Bombay 
Municipal Corporation. He was elected its chairman in 1884, 
1885 and 1905. He founded an English newspaper the Bombay 
Chronicle in 1913. 

Pheroze Shah was elected as a member of the Bombay 
Legislative council in 1886. He represented Bombay in the 
Imperial Legislative Council from 1894 to 1897. 

Pheroze Shah was a founder of the Bombay Presidency 
Association in 1885. He was also active in the founding of 
the Indian National Congress. He presided over the Congress 
Session in 1890 at Calcutta. 
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125. Menon, V.K. Krishna (1896-1994) 


V.K. Krishna Menon was born on 3 May, 1896 in Calcutta. 
He belonged to a wealthy Nair family. He received his early 
education at Tellicharry and Calicut. He passed his B.A. 
examination from the Presidency College Madras in 1918. 
Menon went to England in 1924 and obtained the M.Sc. 
degree in Economics from the London School of Economics. 
He was influenced by professor Harold Laski very much. 
He developed close friendship with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
also. 

Menon’s political activity started in London where he 
had a large number of friends. 

Menon had an active association with the British Labour 
Party. He founded India League in London and participated 
in international socialist meetings on the continent. 

Menon was a staunch nationalist and worked for India’s 
independence from 1924 to 1947. He believed in constitutional 
method and had a deep knowledge of international affairs. 
He was London correspondent of a number of Indian 
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newspapers, He acted as an editor to Pelican series. He was 
a brilliant speaker. He roused public opinion in England on 
the question of Indian independence 

Menon represented India at the U.N.O. General Assembly 
Meeting in 1946-47 He was High Commissioner of India in 
London from 1947 to 1952. He worked as minister without 
portfolio in Government of India and served as Defence 
Minister from 1957 to 1962. His record as India’s Defence 
Minister was disappointing and he was held responsible for 
India’s debacle in the war with China in 1962. He was 
compelled to resign from the Cabinet. After Nehru’s death 
his position declined and lived virtually retired life till his 
death in 1974. 
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126. Mishra, Dwarka Prasad (b. 1901) 


Pandit Dwarka Prasad was born on 5 August 1901 in a 
Brahmin family to Unnao District of Uttar Pradesh. Since 
his father Pandit Ayodhaya Prasad was working as a 
contractor in Raipur, he received his early education there. 
He studied for some time in Kanpur and Jabalpur and 
obtained M.A. and Law degrees from Allahabad University 

Dwarka Prasad joined the Non-Cooperation Movement 
of Mahatma Gandhi and remained in the forefront of the 
nationalist movement since than. He was a minister in central 
Provinces in 1937 and again in 1946. He was also the Chief 
Minister of Madhya Pradesh for some time. 

Pandit Mishra was a journalist, poet and writer of repute. 
His epic poem Krishanyan in Hindi focusses attention on 
current problems on the background of Krishna’s life 
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Dwaraka Prasad Mishra, Krishnayan (Hindi). 
D.R. Toliwal, Bharatvarsha ki Vibhutiyan (Hindi). 


127. Mohan Singh, General 


General Mohan Singh was born in a Sikh family of the 
District Sialkot (now in Pakistan) on 30 January, 1904. He 
belonged to a poor family and was brought up by his maternal 
uncle. He matriculated from Sialkot and joined the army as 
an ordinary soldier. Later he studied at the Military Academy 
Dehradun and was promoted as 2nd Lieutenant. In 1941 he 
was promoted as Major and sent to Malaya. 

In December 1941 Japan attacked pearl Harbour and 
conquered Singapore and Siam. After their defeat at the 
hands of Japanese the British surrendered their forces in 
Malaya and themselves returned to India. Thus leaving a 
large body of Indian soldiers as P.O.W.s in the hands of 
Japanese. Deeply resenting this treatment by British, Mohan 
Singh went over to the Japanese side and with their assistance 
organised Indian National Army. When Netaji came to east 
Asia he took over the command of Indian National Army. 
He also formed a Provisional Azad Hind Government. Under 
Netaji’s command INA was sent to fight the British and 
liberate India on Indo-Burma border. After the surrender of 
Japan the Indian National Army too had to surrender. Many 
of the INA officers and men were sent to Red fort Delhi for 
trial. The whole nation rose in a single body to defend the 
INA soldiers. The British had to retrace their steps. He was 
released in 1946 as a result of general amnesty given by 
British commander-in-chief Sir Claude Auchinleck. 

General Mohan Singh joined the Forword Block of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and became its president. However 
he could not succeed as a politician. 
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128. Muhammad Ali (1878-1931) 


Moulana Muhammad Ali was born at Rampur (U.P.) on 10 
December, 1878. He studied at Bareilly, Allahabad and 
England. He obtained his B.A. degree from Allahabad 
University in 1896. He got B.A. (Honours) from Oxford 
University in history. 

Muhammed Ali worked as chief Education officer in the 
state of Rampur. He also served the State of Baroda for a 
few years. 

Muhammad Ali started his weekly Comrade in 1911 from 
Calcutta. In 1912 the paper moved to Delhi. He also started 
an Urdu daily the Hamdard in 1913. 

Muhammed Ali was a severe critic of the British policy 
towards Muslims. He was arrested in 1915 and kept in prison 
for four years. 

Muhammad Ali championed the cause of Khilafat and 
won the support of Gandhiji. He played an important past 
in the non-cooperation movement. He helped in the 
foundation of a new national Muslim University known as 
Jamia Milia Islamia. He presided over the annual session of 
the India national Congress in 1923. He attended the First 
Round Table conference in London in 1930 where he passed 
away on 4 January 1931. 
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129. Mookerji, Dr. Shyama Prasad (1901-1953) 


Shyama Prasad Mookerji was born at Calcutta on 6 July 
1901. His father Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee was an intellectual 
giant and a leading jurist. His mother Shrimati Jogamaya 
Devi was a devoted housewife. 

Shyama Prasad Mookerji was brilliant in his studies 
standing first in most of the examinations. He passed the 
B.A. examination with honours in English in 1921. He was 
called to the English Bar in 1927 from the Lincoln’s Inn. 
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Shyama Prasad Mookerjee became the Vice Chancellor 
of the Calcutta University in 1934 at the age of 33. 

Shyama Prasad Mookerji was elected to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly in 1929 on a Congress ticket. He again 
returned to the Bengal Legislature in 1937. He rallied round 
himself non-Congress and non-Muslim League members and 
formed the coalition ministry with Fazlul Haq as Chief 
Minister. He joined the Hindu Mahasabha in 1939 and became 
if president. He organised relief work during the Bengal 
famine of 1943. 

Dr. Mookerji was against partition at any cost. It was 
mainly due to the efforts of Dr. Mookerji that half of Punjab 
and half of Bengal was saved for India. He joined the first 
National Government in August 1947 as Minister for 
Industries and supplies. He had differences with Prime 
Minister Pandit Nehru with regard to the latter’s policy 
towards Pakistan. He resigned from the government and 
organised opposition in Parliament. 

Dr. Mookerji founded the Bharatiya Jan Sangh in 1951 
He returned to the first Lok Sabha in 1952. 

Dr. Mookerji was opposed to the Kashmir policy of Nehru. 
He stood for the complete integration of Kashmir with India. 
He entered the state in May 1953 and was arrested. He died 
in the prison under mysterious circumstances in Srinagar 
Jail. Pandit Nehru refused to hold an enquiry about his 
death. 
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130. Munshi, Kanaiyalal Maneklal (1887-1971) 


K.M. Munshi was born in Broach in South Gujarat in a high 
middle class Brahmin family. He received his education at 
Broach, Baroda and Bombay. He took his B.A. in 1906 and 
LLB in 1910 from the Bombay Univeristy. He was influenced 
by Sri Aurobindo Ghose, Gandhiji, Sardar Patel and Bhulabhai 
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Desai He drew inspiration from the Vedic culture and the 
classical Sanskrit literature. 

Munshi started his political career as a member of the 
Home Rule League in 1915. Soon afterwards he joined the 
Indian National Congress and became its important leader. 
In 1927 Munshi was elected to the Bombay Legislative Council 
from the University constituency. 

Munshi participated in the Salt Satyagraha in 1930 and 
was arrested. In 1937 he was appointed Home Minister of 
Bombay in 1940 he offered individual Satyagraha and was 
again arrested. 

Munshi was elected to the constituent Assembly in 1946. 
He was an important member of the Drafting Committee of 
the constitution of India. In 1948 he was appointed the Agent 
General of the Government of India to Hyderabad and helped 
in the merger of Hyderabad with in Indian Union. Munshi 
was also Food Minister of India and Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh. In 1960 he resigned from the Congress and joined 
the Swatantra Party founded by C. Rajgopalachari. 

Munshi founded a number of academic and cultural 
institutions. His greatest contribution was the foundation of 
the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan which has brought out the History 
and Culture of the Indian People in eleven volumes. 

Munshi was a prolific writer in Gujarati and English. 
His major English works are: Gujarat and Its Literature, I Follow 
the Mahatma, Imperial Gurjars, The Changing Shape of Indian 
Politics, The Piligrimage of Freedom. 

The autobiographical and literary writings of Munshi 
deserve an important place in Indian literature. These works 
here been translated in a number of Indian languages 
including Hindi. 
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131. Musafir, Giani Gurmukh Singh 
(15.1.1899-18.1.1976) 


Gurmukh Singh Musafir was born on January 15, 1899 at 
the village Adhwal in the District Campbellpur now in 
Pakistan. He received his education at Rawalpindi and Lahore. 

Musafir started his career as a teacher in the Khalsa 
High School, Kallarander. Master Tara Singh was the head 
master of that school. 

The Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy of 1919 stirred the soul of 
Musafir. He participated in the Akali agitation directed to 
free the Sikh religious places from the corrupt management 
of the Mahants. He was arrested for the first time in 1922. 
He was elected the head of the Akal Takht at Amritsar. He 
was also for some years General secretary of the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee as well as the Shiromani 
Akali Dal. He edited the Punjabi paper Akali from 1937 to 
1940. 

Musafir participated in the Individual Satyagraha of 1940 
and courted arrest. He was again arrested during the Quit 
India Movement of 1942. While he was in jail his father, one 
of his sons and a daughter expired. He refused to be released 
on perol during these tragedies. 

Musafir was elected as a member of the Constituent 
Assembly of India. He was elected president of the Punjab 
Provincial Committee of the Congress. He also held the post 
of Chief Minister of Punjab in 1966 for a few months. 

Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir has authored a number 
of books in Punjabi. He passed away on 18.1.1976 
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132. Naicker, E.V. Ramaswami (1879-1973) 


E.V. Ramaswami Naicker was born on 17 September, 1879 
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at Erode in a wealthy family. He could not do well in his 
studies. 

Naicker showed deep interest in the lot of the poor and 
the untouchable. He was an exponent of social equality. 

Naicker participated in the Non-cooperation Movement 
and was arrested as a Congress worker. He played an active 
role in the Vaikkom Satyagraha. 

In 1925 Naicker launched the self-respect movement. In 
1931 he visited Europe and concluded that India’s problems 
of poverty and exploitation could be solved through 
materialism and not spiritualism. Naicker grew more and 
more critical of Brahminism and its obsolete practices. 

In 1937 Naicker led the first anti-Hindi agitation in South 
India. He reorganised the Justice Party into Dravida 
Kazhagam. It was mainly through his inspiration and efforts 
that the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam got majority in the 
elections of 1967 and formed government in Madras. 

Naicker married a young party worker in 1949. This 
infuriated a number of his followers who parted company 
with him. Naicker drew upon him odium as well as 
administration in an unparallel degree. 
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133. Naidu, Sarojini (1879-1949) 


Sarojini Naidu was born on 13 February, 1879 in Hyderabad. 
His father Aghornath Chattopadhayaya was an educationist. 
Her mother Barada Sundri was a devoted house wife. Both 
the parents had their impact on the life of Sarojini Devi. 
Sarojini passed her matriculation in 1891 when she was 
just twelve years old. She started writing poetry at an early 
age. 
: Sarojini went to England in 1895 for higher studies. She 
developed friendship with Edmund Gosse who advised her 
to write on Indian themes. On her return to India she married 
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Dr. Govind Rajula Naidu in 1848. Four children were born 
to her, Sarojini Naidu emerged as a political leader in 1919. 
She met Jawaharlal Nehru for the first time at the Congress 
session at Lucknow in 1916. 

Sarojini participated in the Non-cooperation Movement 
launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Sarojini took an active part in the salt Satyagraha. She 
accompanied Gandhiji to the Second Round Table Conference 
in London. She took an active part in the Cripps Mission to 
India and was arrested during the Quit India Movement. 

After her release Sarojini chaired the first Asian Relations 
Conference in New Delhi. She was appointed the first 
Governor of U.P. and passed away on 2 March 1948. On her 
death Nehru said “Here was a person of great brilliance, 
vital and vivid. Here was a person with so many gifts but 
above all some gifts made her unique. She infused artistry 
and poetry into our struggle.” 
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134. Namboodiripad, E.M.S. (1909-1998) 


E.M.S. Namboodiripad was born in a Malayalee Brahmin 
family on 14 July, 1909 in the Palghat district of Kerala. His 
father died when he was a small child. He was brought up 
by his mother. He received his education at Palghat and 
Trichur. 

Namboodiripad joined the Civil Disobedience Movement 
in 1932 while he was a student in B.A. class. He was arrested 
and imprisoned for three years but was released in 1933. 

Namboodiripad was one of the founders of the Congress 
Socialist Party in 1934. 

In 1937 Namboodiripad was elected to the Madras 
Legislative Assembly on the Congress ticket. During 1937- 
39 he was the Secretary of the Pradesh Congress Committee. 
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In 1940 he became a member of the Communist Party of 
India. He remained a member of the Politburo of the Party 
for many years. When the communist party of India was 
split in 1964 Namboodiripad joined the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist) and served it as a member of its Politburo. 

Namboodiripad formed the first Communist Government 
in Kerala in 1957. The Government was dismissed from office 
in July 1959. In 1967 he again became the Chief Minister of 
Kerala as the leader of the United Front. 

Namboodiripad is a reputed writer in Malayalam and 
English. Some of his well known works in English are: The 
National Question in Kerala, Gandhi and His Ism, The Peasant 
Question in Kerala. 
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135. Nana Sahib (1824-1859) 


Nana Sahib’s full name was Nana Dhundu Pant Peshwa. 
He was born in 1824 and was adopted by the last Peshwa 
Bajirao II. He grew in the company of Tantia Tope and 
Laxmi Bai and was a good warrior. On the death of the last 
Peshwa Baji Rao II the East India Company stopped the 
annual pension of Nana Sahib. This infuriated Nana and he 
joined the Mutiny of 1857 to avenge his humiliation by the 
British. 

Nana could not prove to be a good general and he was 
defeated by the British in July 1857. He fled away to Nepal 
where he died in unknown circumstances. 
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136. Naoroji, Dada Bhai (1825-1917) 


Dadabhai Naoraji was born at Bombay on 4 September 1825 
in a Parsi family. His father died when he was barely four 
years old. He was brought up by his mother and she made 
him what he was. . 

Dadabhai was educated at Bombay. He became a graduate 
in 1845. 

Dadabhai left for London in 1855 to join a business firm. 
Four years later he started his own firm. He became an M.P. 
in England in 1902. 

Dadabhai was elected a member of the Municipal 
Corporation of Bombay in 1876. In 1885 he joined the Bombay 
Legislative Council. He took a leading part in the founding 
of the Indian National Congress and became its president 
thrice in 1886, 1893 and 1906. 

In 1883 Dadabhai started a newspaper called the Voice of 
India. In 1897 Dadabhai was appointed a member of the 
Royal Commission on Indian Expenditure known as the Welby 
Commission. In 1905 he represented India at the International 
Socialist Congress at Amsterdam. 

Dadabhai was a regular contributor to newspaper and 
journals in India and England. His book Poverty and Un- 
British rule in India is a classic on Indian Economic thinking 
He has severely criticised British financial administration of 
India. He believed in self-sufficiency and the importance of 
cottage industries. 

Dadabhai was known as the Grand Old Man of India. 
He was a social reformer, was opposed to caste restrictions 
and championed the cause of Women’s education. 
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137. Narain, Jai Prakash (1902-1979) 


Jai Prakash Narain was born 11 October 1902 in Sitab Diyara 
in the district of Saran in Bihar. He belonged to a middle 
class Kayastha family. 

Jai Prakash completed his primary education at his village. 
He passed his Matriculation from the Patna Collegiate School 
and his Inter Science from the Bihar Vidyapith. In 1922 he 
went to United States for higher studies and stayed there 
for eight years from Ohio University he did his M.A. while 
in U.S.A. he earned his own livelihood. During this period 
he came in contact with socialist ideas. 

Jai Prakash was married to Prabhavati daughter of Brij 
Kishore Prasad who was an old nationalist leader of Bihar. 
During his stay in America Prabhavati lived at Gandhiji’s 
Sabarmati Ashram. 

Jai Prakash Narain returned from the United States to 
India in 1929. Under the inspiration of Jawaharlal Nehru, 
he took charge of the labour portfolio of the Congress. He 
also came in touch with Gandhiji. 

Jai Prakash Narain participated in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement of 1932 and was put in the Nasik Jail. On release 
from the jail he organised the Congress socialist Party in 
1934. | 

Jai Prakash Narain took a leading part in the Quit India 
Movement of 1942. 

During fifties Jai Prakash Narain was drawn towards 
the Bhoodan Movement of Vinoba Bhave. He played a leading 
role in the surrender of the dacoits of the Chambal Valley in 
early seventies. He bitterly criticised the authoritarian 
tendencies of Mrs. Indira Gandhi and led a massive movement 
against the emergency. He was put behind the bar and was 
released on 12 November, 1975 on health grounds. In the 
election of 1977 he united the opposition parties and was 
responsible for the victory of the Janata Party. He passed 
away on 8 October 1979. 
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138. Narang, Dr. Gokal Chand (1878-1969) 


Dr. Gokal Chand Narang was born in November 1878 in 
village Badoke Gosain in Gujranwala District now in Pakistan. 
He belonged to a middle class family. His father Lala Mul 
Raj was a village banker. 

Narang studied at the village primary school and passed 
the Matriculation from the Mission School at Gujaranwala. 
He completed his B.A. from the D.A.V. College Lahore in 
1900. He obtained his M.A. Degree in English literature from 
the Punjab University. Narang got Ph.D. on his thesis 
Transformation of Sikhism from a Swiss University in 1910. 

Dr. Gokal Chand Narang worked as a Lecturer in the 
D.A.V. College, Lahore for six years. He was drawn towards 
the Arya Samaj and the nationalist movement during this 
period. He was arrested during the Martial law in 1919. In 
1920 he was elected to the Punjab Legislative Council and 
retained his seat till 1946. Narang was appointed in 1930 
the Minister of Local self Government and Industries of the 
Punjab. He was a member of the Swarajya Party and a leader 
of the Hindu Mahasabha. He was a moderate and advocated 
reforms in the Hindu community. 
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139. Narendra Deva, Acharya (1889-1956) 


Acharya Narendra Deva was born on 31st October, 1889 at 


Profiles of Freedom Fighters 277 


Sitapur in Uttar Pradesh. He belonged to a middle class 
Khatri family. His father Baldeva Prasad was a lawyer who 
shifted to Faizabad in 1893. Narendra Deva was educated 
at Faizabad, Allahabad and Benares. He took his M.A. degree 
in Sanskrit in 1913 from Benares. He passed his LLB from 
Allahabad in 1915. Narendra Deva was influenced by Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak, Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal and 
Aurobindo Ghosh. He felt sympathy for revolutionaries like 
Sachindra Nath Sanyal. He started his legal practice at 
Faizabad. He took keen interest in the activities of the Hindi 
Sahitya Sammelan. Narendra Deva was drawn towards the 
Home Rule Movement in 1916. He joined Kashi Vidyapith 
at Benares as a lecturer in 1921. In 1926 he became the 
Principal of the Vidyapith. He developed keen interest in 
Marxism and Buddhist Philosophy. He was an active member 
of the Congress Party. He founded the Congress Socialist 
party in 1934. He courted imprisonment in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement of 1930 and the Quit India Movement 
of 1942. He was a Member of the U.P. legislature for a 
number of years. 

Acharya Narendra Deva was an educationist. He served 
the Lucknow and Benares Universities as Vice Chancellor. 
In 1952 he paid a visit to China as a member of the goodwill 
delegation under the leadership of Mrs Vijaya Lakhshmi 
Pandit. He was elected as a member of the Rajya Sabha in 
1952. Acharya Narendra Deva breathed his last on 19 February. 
1956. 
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140. Nayyer, Pyare Lal (1899) 


Pyarelal Nayyer was born in the Khatri caste in 1899 at 
Delhi. He passed the B.A. Hons. examination in English 
_Literature from the Government College, Lahore. He 
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participated in all the freedom movements from 1920 onwards 
and went to jail a number of times during freedom struggle. 
He was private secretary of Gandhiji for a long time and 
accompanied him to London for the Second Round Table 
conference. He was a noted journalist and author. He is 
considered an authentic interpreter of Gandhian life and 
thought. Some of his important publications are The Epic 
Fast, Status of Indian Princes, A Pilgrimage of Peace, A Nation 
Builder at Work, Gandhian Techniques in the Modern World, 
Mahatma Gandhi: The Last Phase, Towards New Horizons and 
Mahatma Gandhi: The Early Phase. 
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141. Nehru, Jawaharlal (1889-1964) 


Jawaharlal Nehru was born at Allahabad on 14 November 
1889. His ancestors originally belonged to Kashmir and had 
migrated to Delhi during the reign of later Mughals. His 
father Motilal Nehru was a reputed lawyer of Allahabad. 
He had adopted the Western life style and was a man of 
progressive views. Jawahar was brought up under the care 
of European governesses and tutors. He was the only male 
child of his parents. He had two younger sisters—Vijaya 
Lakshmi and Krishna. 

When Jawaharlal was fifteen years old, he was sent to 
England for higher education He studied at Harrows Public 
School and Trinity College, Cambridge. In 1910 he took the 
Tripos in Natural Sciences, Chemistry, Geology and Botany. 
As a student he was an average. In 1912 he was called to 
the Bar and returned to India in 1913. 

In 1916 Jawaharlal was married to Kamala Kaul who 
came from a well known Kashmiri family settled in Delhi. 

At the time of marriage Jawahar was twenty six and 
Kamala seventeen. In the second year of their marriage Kamala 
gave birth to her only child Indira. Kamala also participated 
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in the freedom movement and courted arrest but she did 
not keep good health and died in 1936. 

Jawaharlal was not interested in the legal practice. He 
took active interest in Indian Politics and was attracted 
towards Gandhiji. Jawahar attended the Lucknow session 
of the Indian National Congress where he met Gandhiji for 
the first time. 

Gandhiji was responsible for the meteoric rise of 
Jawaharlal in Indian politics. Gandhiji wrote of Jawaharlal: 
“He is pure us crystal, he is truthful beyond suspicion. He 
is a knight sans fear, sans reproche. The nation is safe in his 
hands.” 

Jawaharlal Nehru participated in all the freedom 
movements launched by Mahatma Gandhi-Non-Cooperation 
(1920-21), Civil Disobedience (1930-33) and the Quit India 
(1942). He went to prison a number of times and gradually 
attained the status of second in command to Gandhi, who 
declared him to be his political heir. Jawaharlal was chosen 
as Congress president three times. The resolution on complete 
independence was passed 1929 under his presidentship of 
the Congress at its Lahore. 

Jawaharlal had joined the Indian National Congress and 
the nationalist movement as a socialist. Gradually he came 
under the spell of Gandhiji and lost much of his revolutionary 
fervour. Sardar Patel, a man of organisation, could emerge 
as a rival of Nehru but the support of Gandhiji to Jawaharlal 
clinched the issue and when India attained independence in 
1947 Jawaharlal Nehru became its Prime Minister, and 
remained so till his death in May, 1964. 

Nehru faced with courage and skill the problems 
confronting the now-born republic. He laid the foundation 
of modern India. He initiated the process of industrialization 
through a series of five years plans. He introduced the concept 
of mixed economy. Nehru was a man of scientific frame of 
mind and believed in secularism. He based his foreign policy 
on the principles of non-alignment. He championed the cause 
of dependent countries and supported United Nations 
Organization in its peace keeping efforts. For nearly a decade 
he was a doyen among world leaders. 
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142. Nehru, Motilal (1861-1931) 


Motilal Nehru was born on 6 May 1961. His ancestors hailed 
from Kashmir. They migrated to Delhi in the eighteenth 
century. They shifted to Agra during the 1857 revolt. 

The academic career of Motilal was not very notable. 
He was fond of outdoor sports, specially wrestling. He passed 
the vakil’s examination in 1883 and set up as a lawyer at 
Kanpur. Three years later he shifted to Allahabad. He had 
three children Jawaharlal (1889), Vijaya Lakshmi (1900) and 
Krishna (1907). He lived a luxurious westernized life. His 
children were taught by European Governesses and tutors. 

Although Motilal attended some sessions of the Congress 
party he was not much interested in politics. 

Jawaharlal Nehru returned to India in 1912 after 
completing his studies in England. He was not interested in 
a legal career and gradually drifted towards politics. The 
emergence of Gandhiji on the political scene, the Rowlatt 
Bills, the holocaust of the Jallianwala Bagh, the Martial law 
and its aftermath that swept off the feet of Motilal Nehru 
and he plunged in the freedom struggle under the leadership 
of Mahatma Gandhi. He served with Gandhiji on the unofficial 
committee set up by the Congress to inquire with the Punjab 
disturbances. 

Motilal Nehru was elected to preside over the Amritsar 
Congress in December 1919. He was the only front rank 
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leader to lend his support to the non-cooperation programme 
of Gandhiji at the special Congress session at Calcutta in 
September 1920. Motilal’s decision to cast his lot with Gandhiji 
was influenced by Jawaharlal Nehru’s firm resolve to 
participate in the freedom.movement immediately after the 
Congress session. Motilal changed his life style and started 
putting on Khadi. In December 1921 both Motilal and © 
Jawaharlal were arrested. Mahatma Gandhi was also arrested 
and sentenced to six years’ imprisonment in March 1922. 

Motilal came out of jail in the summer of 1922. He and 
C.R. Das founded the Swarajya Party in January 1923. The 
idea was to fight the election enter the legislatures and carry 
on the battle of Swarajya from within the legislatures. The ' 
party was recongninsed has the political wing of the Congress. 
In the 1923 elections it emerged as the largest party in the 
Central Legislatures assembly and some provincial 
legislatures. Motilal became the leader of the opposition in 
the Central Assembly. 

Motilal Nehru was made the Chairman of the committee 
appointed to determine the principles of a constitution for 
force India. The report of the committee is known as the 
Nehru Report. The committee tried to solve the communal 
problem but it could not receive the support of the Muslim 
League. | 

The Calcutta Congress, December 1928 was presided over 
by Motilal Nehru. The Congress decided that if Britain did 
not concede the demand of dominion status within a year, 
the Congress would aim at complete independence. Motilal 
Nehru participated in the Salt Satyagraha and was arrested. 
His health broke down and he was released. He passed 
away on 6 February 1931. 
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143. Nivedita, Sister (1867-1911) 


Sister Nivedita’s original name was Margaret Elizabeth Noble. 
Sister Nivedita was the name given to her by Swami 
Vivekananda. She was born in Ireland on 78 October, 1867. 
Her ancestors belonged to Scotland but they had settled in 
Ireland for about five centuries. 

After completing her education Margaret took up a 
teaching job in some schools. She started her own school in 
1892 at Wimbledon. In 1895 she met Swami Vivekanand 
and was drawn towards Vedanta. She came to India in 1898 
and was initiated by Swami Vivekanand on 25 March. She 
set up a Kindergarten school for the Hindu girls in November 
1898. She visited America, France and England during 1899 
to 1902. 

Following the death of Swami Vivekananda in July 1902, 
Sister Nivedita resigned from the Ramkrishana Order and 
took active part in public activities. She was associated with 
the revolutionary leaders. Nivedita wrote a number of books 
some of which are Kali The Mother, Web of Indian Life, The 
_ Master as I know Him. She was close friend of Jagdish Chandra 
Bose and helped him in bringing to light his discoveries. 

Sister Nivedita passed away at the young age of 44 on 
13 October, 1911 at Darjeeling. The following epitaph is put 
on her Samadhi. “Here repose the ashes of Sister Nivedita 
(Margaret E. Noble ) of the Ramkrishna Vivekananda who 
gave her all to India.” 
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144. Pal, Bipin Chandra (1858-1932) 


Bipin Chandra Pal was born on 7 November, 1858 in a 
village of the District of Sylhet now in Bangladesh. He 
belonged to a wealthy Hindu Kayastha family. Bipin Chandra 
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picked up primary education at his home. He passed the 
Entrance examination of the Calcutta University from the 
Sylhet Government School in 1874. In 1875 Bipin Chandra 
joined the Presidency College, Calcutta for higher- studies 
but did not continue there for long. His formal academic 
career ended in 1977. 

During his stay at Calcutta Bipin Chandra came into 
contact with some of the most eminent persons of his time. 
They included Anandmohan Bose, Dr. P.K. Ray, Keshab 
Chandra Sen, Sivanath Sastri, and Surendranath Banerjee. 

Bipin Chandra started his career as a the Headmaster of 
a high school in Cuttack in 1879. He worked as Head master 
in a number of Schools put did not stick to the teaching 
profession for long. He was also interested in journalism 
and worked in several Journals. 

Bipin Chandra attended the second annual session of 
the Indian National Congress held at Calcutta. He took up 
the cause of the Assam tea-garden labourers who were ill- 
treated by the planters. Through the intervention of Sir Henry 
the Chief Commissioner of Assam, he was able to secure 
some relief to them. Bipin Chandra went to England a number 
of times and carried on political propaganda for his country. 
He opposed the partition of Bengal and championed the 
doctrines of passive resistance, boycott of English goods, 
reverence of all association with the British government and 
a system of national education. He was imprisoned for his 
political activities. 

Bipin Chandra identified himself with the extremist school 
of Indian politics. He explained the new spirit of India in 
the following words. 


“Love of India now means a loving regard for the 
very configurations of this continent—a love for its 
rivers and mountains, for paddy field and its arid 
sandy plains, its towns and villages however uncouth 
or unsanitary these might be, a love for the flora 
and fauna of India, an affectionate regard for its 
natural beauties and even for its wild and ugly 
exuberance of vegetation, a love for its sweating 
swarthy population, unshaved and unclad, a. love 
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for the dirt clothed village urchins, unwashed and 
unkept, for the village wives and maidens, innocent 
of culture and civilization as culture and civilisation, 
are usually understood, a love for the muddy weed- 
entangled village lanes, the moss covered stinky 
village ponds and for the poor, the starved and 
malaria-stricken peasant population of the country, 
love for its languages, its literatures, its philosophies, 
its religious, a love for its culture and civilization, 
this is the characteristic of this new patriotism. 


Bipin Chandra was opposed to the Non-Cooperation 
Movement of Gandhiji. He kept himself aloof from it. He 
also criticised C.R. Das which made him unpopular and his 
importance as a public figure declined. He retired from active 
politics and passed away on 20th May 1932. 
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145. Pandit, Vijayalakshmi (1900-1997) 


Vijayalakshmi was a daughter of Pandit Motialal Nehru 
and younger sister of Jawaharlal Nehru. She was born on 
18 August, 1900 at Anand Bhavan in Allahabad. She was 
brought up very carefully and was put in charge of an 
English governess, Meri Hooper Vijayalakshmi never went 
to school and received all education at home. She was married 
to Rajesh Sitaram Pandit at Allahabad in 1921. 
Vijayalakshmi participated in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement and was arrested in 1932. She became a Minister 
in U.P. in 1937 under Gobind Vallabh Pant. She participated 
in the Individual Satyagraha in 1940 and was put behind 
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the bar. She again found herself in prison during the 1942 
Quit India movement. 

The death of R.S. Pandit in 1944 was a great blow to her. 

Vijayalakshmi was elected as president of the All India 
Women’s Conference in 1940. She was present at San Francisco 
when the United Nations first met there. She challenged the 
British nominated delegates right to represent India. Her 
stand was applauded by the Soviet delegation. 

After independence Vijayalakshmi led the Indian 
delegation to U.N. she served as ambassador of India to 
Russia, U.S.A. and U.K. she was governor of Maharashtra 
during 1962-64. 

Vijayalakshmi wanted to play a more active role in politics. 
But this was not to be. Indira Gandhi did not trust her. 
Vijayalakshmi resigned from the Lok Sabha and renounced 
politics. She spent her last days in Dehradun and passed 
away on December 1997. 
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146. Pant, Govind Ballabh (1887-1961) 


Govind Ballabh Pant was born on 10 September, 1887 at 
Almora in a middle class Brahmin family. He passed his 
matriculation examination from Almora and did graduation 
and LLB from Muir College, Allahabad. 

Pant started his active political life from 1912 where he 
first entered the U.P. Legislative Council. He was the leader 
of the U.P. Congress for many decades. 

During the visit of Simon Commission to Lucknow Pant 
led the demonstration against it and was a victim of a severe 
police lathi charge. He participated in the Non-Cooperation 
and Civil Disobedience Movements He was first chief Minister 
in U.P. under the scheme of Provincial Autonomy. During 
the 1939 when there was a tussle between Mahatma Gandhi 
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and Subhas Chandra Bose Pant sided with Gandhiji and 
was responsible for ousting Subhas Chandra Bose from the 
Congress. He again became the Chief Minister of U.P. after 
the Second World War. Following the death of Sardar Vallabh 
bhai Patel Nehru called him to centre where he served as 
the Home Minister till his death on 7 March 1961. 
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147. Parmanand, Bhai (1847-1947) 


Bhai Parmanand was born in 1874 at Karyala, near Chakwal 
District Jhelum. His father Bhai Tarachand was a soldier 
and served in the British army. 

Bhai Parmanand had his early education at Chakwal. 
He passed his B.A. from the D.A.V. College, Lahore and 
took his M.A. degree in history from the Punjab University. 

Bhai Parmanand started his career as a lecturer in the 
D.A.V. College Lahore. He came under the influence of Arya 
Samaj quite early in his life. In 1905 he visited South Africa, 
and Burma to do propaganda among the Hindus. He was 
implicated in the first Lahore Conspiracy Case. He was 
sentenced to death but the sentence was commuted to life 
imprisonment by the Viceroy Hardinge. He was sent to the 
Cellular jail in the Andamans. However he was released in 
1920 due to the intervention of C.F. Andrews. 

Bhai Parmanand participated in the Non-Cooperation 
Movement but later he became a bitter critic of the Indian 
National Congress because of its pro-Muslim policy. He joined 
the Hindu Mahasabha and was elected its President in 1937. 

Bhai Parmanand was elected to the Central Legislative 
Assembly in 1931 and in 1934. He was opposed to the caste 
system and had founded an organisation Jat-Pat Torak Mandal 
for breaking the caste barriers. He died at Jullunder on 18 
December, 1947. 
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148. Patel, Sardar Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai 
(1875-1950) 


Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel was born 31 October, 1875 at 
Nadiad in Gujarat. His family was an agriculturist one. He 
matriculated from Nadiad in 1897. He took a course in law 
and started his legal practice at Borsad a town in the Kheda 
District. He lost his wife in 1909. He went to England in 
1910 and was called to bar in 1912. On his return to India 
in 1913 he set up a practice at Ahmedabad from 1928 to 
1934 he acted as the Chairman of the Municipal Committee 
of Ahmedabad. 

Vallabh Bhai Patel helped Gandhi in the organisation 
of the Kheda Satyagraha in 1918. During the Non-Cooperation 
Movement he left legal practice and joined freedom movement 
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.. 

The Bardoli Satyagraha of 1928 carried out under the 
leadership of Vallabh Bhai Patel was a great success. The 
occasion for the decision of the Government to increase the 
land revenue by Satyagraha was the 22 percent. The struggle 
drew the attention of the whole country. The Government 
had to yield. The success of the Bardoli Satyagraha was a 
personal triumph of Vallabh Bhai It earned him the title of 
‘Sardar’. 

Vallabh Bhai was arrested in the Salt Satyagraha. In 1931 
he presided over the Karachi session of the Indian National 
Congress He was arrested in the Civil Disobedience Movement 
in 1932 and spent sixteen months in Yervada Jail with 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

_ Sardar Patel was the chairman of the Congress 
Parliamentary Bood and guided the Congress Ministries 
during 1937-1939. 

Patel was arrested during the Individual Satyagraha | 

Movement in 1940 and again during the Quit India Movement. 
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He took active past during the final negotiations for the 
transfer of power. As the first Home Minister of free India 
he effected the merger of Hyderabad into Indian Union and 
integrated 562 Indian states with 26 administrative limits. 
This was the greatest achievement of Sardar Patel and ensures 
him a permanent place in the history of the country. 
Sardar Patel passed away on 15 December 1950. 
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149. Patel, Vithalbhai (1873-1933) 


Vithal Bhai was the elder brother of the indomitable Sardar 
Vallabh Bhai Patel. He was born at Nadiad in Gujarat. He 
studied at a village school at Karamsad. He passed his 
School Examination in 1891 and the pleader’s examination 
in 1895. 

Vithalbhai Patel started his practice at Borsad and 
continued it for seven years. He went to England and was 
called to bar there. On returning to India he entered the 
Bombay Legislative Council. He brought all the non-official 
members on one platform he influenced the Government in 
several matters. His great achievement in the council was 
the passage of the primary education bill which permitted 
Municipalities to introduce free and primary education in 
their areas He was elected to the Imperial Legislative Council 
by the member of the Legislative council. 

Vithalbhai Patel opposed the Rowlatt Bills in 1919. Vithal 
Bhai entered the Bombay Municipal Corporation in 1922 
and was elected its President in 1923. He entered the Indian 
Legislative Assembly in 1924 on the ticket of the Swarajya 
Party. In 1925 he was elected the President of the Assembly 
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and continued in this position till 1930 when he resigned. 
His tenure as the first elected President of the Imperial 
Legislative Assembly is remarkable in the history of Indian 
Parliament. He removed the racial discrimination in the matter 
of the toilet facilities. He introduced the convention that 
every member should bow to the chair whenever he entered 
or left the chamber. He thwarted the passage of the Public 
Safety Bill which aimed to sabotage the growth of Indian 
nationalism. 

Vithalbhai Patel tendered his resignation from the imperial 
legislature and participated in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. He was arrested and soon released on account 
of his serious illness. He went to Europe for treatment where 
he passed away in 1933. 
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150. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Dr. B. (1880-1959) 


Dr. B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya was born on 24 December, 1880 
in a village in East Godavari District. He belonged to a poor 
Brahmin family. He had his early education in his village. 
He passed Matriculation examination from Ellore in 1894. 
He got his medical degree in 1901. 

Pattabhi joined the Home Rule Movement in 1916. He 
made Masulipatnam the centre of his activities. Pattabhi 
started in 1919 and English weekly called the Janmbhumi. 
He also started a Telugu periodical Andhra Sahakar Patrika. 
Pattabhi started the Andhra Bank, the Bharatha Lakshmi 
Bank, the Andhra Insurance Company and the Hindusthan 
Insurance Company. 

Dr. Pattabhi became a member of the All India Congress 
Committee in 1916. He was elected a member of the Congress 
Working Committee for a member of terms. 

Dr. Pattabhi participated in the Non-cooperation as well 
as the Civil Disobedience movements and courted arrest. 
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Gandhiji nominated him for the Presidentship of the 
Congress in 1939 against Subhas Chandra Bose. Pattabhi 
was defeated. Gandhiji termed Pattabhi’s defeat as his own 
defeat. 

Pattabhi was arrested during the Individual Satyagraha 
(1941) as well as Quit India Movement (August, 1942). He 
was elected to the Constituent Assembly in December 1946. 
In 1948 he became the President of the Indian National 
Congress at its Jaipur session. He was honoured with the 
governorship of Madhya Pradesh. He passed away on 17 
December 1959. 

Dr. Pattabhi wrote a member of books. His best known 
work is History of the Indian National Congress in 2 Vols. 
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151. Patwardhan, Achyut (b. 1905) 


Achyut Patwardhan was born on 5 February, 1905, at 
Ahmednagar. His father Hari Keshav Patwardhan had a 
prosperous legal practice. Achyut was adopted by Sitaram 
Patwardhan who was a retired Deputy Educational Inspector. 

Achyut had his primary and secondary education at 
Ahmednagar. He passed his B.A. and M.A. examinations 
from the Central Hindu College of Benaras. Achyut after 
doing his post graduation worked as professor of economic 
at the Central Hindu College till 1932. During his teaching 
career he developed socialist ideas. He resigned from 
Professorship in 1932 and participated in the Civil 
Disobedience movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Achyut was imprisoned a number of times during the 
freedom struggle. He along with Jaya Prakash Narayan and 
Acharya Narendra Deo founded the Congress Socialist Party 
in 1934. | 

Achyut went underground during the Quit India 
Movement and directed the campaign mainly in the Satara 
District. 
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In 1950 Achut retired from politics and rejoined the central 
Hindu College Benaras. He worked there upto 1966. Since 
then he led a retired life at Poona till his death. | 

Achyut Patwardhan wrote a book titled The Communal 
Triangle of India in colloboration with Ashok Mehta. 


—— 
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152. Phadke, Wasudeo Balwant (1845-1883) 


Wasudeo Balwant Phadake was born on 4 November 1845. 
His grandfather was a military commander of the Peshwas. 
Balwant did not take any interest in his studies. He joined 
the government service in 1864 but-left it in 1870. 

Balwant was distressed at the miserable condition of 
Indians. The Deccan district suffered from draught for long 
years. Resulting in deficiency in food supply and outbreak 
of cholera. Balwant was moved deeply. He toured the 
neighbouring areas and organised insurrection with the help 
of tribal people. His strategy was to send his men to different 
parts of the country to raise the standard of revolt 
simultaneous outbreaks in all parts of the country would 
create a panic. Daks would be stopped, railway lines and 
telegraphic communications would be cut, and no news wouid 
travel from one part of the country to another. That was to 
be followed by a general mass uprising. In this state of 
disorder Balwant expected thousands to join his ranks and 
thus the object of establishing an Indian Republic could be 
fulfilled. 2 

Balwant could not succeed in his efforts. He was arrested 
and put on trial on charge of committing dacoities and 
conspiring to wage war against the Queen. He was sentenced 
to transportation for life and died in prison at Andaman 17 
February 1883. 
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153. Phule, Jotirao Govind Rao (1827-1890) 


Jotirao was born in Poona in 1827. His ancestors supplied 
flowers to the Peshwa household hence the family came to 
be known as Phule. He had his education is an Scottish 
Mission School and was inspired by the lives of Shivaji and 
Washington. 

Jotirao devoted his attention to the education of women 
and started number of girls schools in different parts of 
Maharashtra. He founded the Satya Sadhak Samaj (Truth 
Seeking Society) in 1873 with the object of securing social 
justice for the low caste people. From 1876 to 1882 he worked 
as a member of the Poona Municipality. In 1882 he gave 
evidence before the Hunter Commission. 

Jotiba was against Brahmin supremacy superstition and 
out moded social customs. He devoted his whole life to the 
cause of uplift of women and the poorer classed of society. 
He was is famous of Western education. He wrote a number 
of books in Marathi on social themes. 
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154. Prasad, Dr. Rajendra (1884-1963) 


Rajendra Prasad was born on 3 December, 1884 in an obscure 
village in the Saran District of North Bihar. His father Mahadev 
Sahai was a scholar of Persian and Sanskrit. 

Rajendra Prasad received his early education at home. 
He passed his High School from the Chapra Zila School in 
1902. He stood first in the first division in the Calcutta 
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University which had a vast jurisdiction. He was married to 
Rajbanshi Devi at the age of 13. 

After passing the High School Rajendra Prasad joined 
the Presidency College, Calcutta. He had a distinguished 
academic career standing first in M.A. as well as Law. In 
1911 Rajendra Prasad started his legal practice at Calcutta 
but he shifted to Patna in 1916. He had a roaring practice. 
His phenomenal memory, incisive intellect and party of 
character made a deep impression an the judges as well as 
his fellow advocates. 

Rajendra Prasad first saw Gandhiji in'1915 at a meeting 
held in Calcutta He again saw him at the Lucknow session 
in 1916. He came in close contact of Gandhiji during the 
Champaran campaign. 

Rajendra Prasad plunged himself whole hearted by in 
the non-cooperation movement. He participated in all the 
movements of Gandhiji. He was specially interested in the 
constructive programme. He saved jail terms a number of 
times. He often visited Sabarmati and toured the country 
with Gandhiji. 

Rajendra Prasad raised funds and organised relief during 
the 1934 earthquake in Bihar. He was elected President of 
the Bombay session of the Indian National Congress in 1934. 
He again headed the Congress Party in 1939 when Subhas 
Bose was forced to resign from the Congress presidentship 
on account of his differences with Gandhiji. He was one of 
the members of the Congress Parliamentary Board during 
1937-39 when Congress Ministries were formed in the 
provinces. 

When the Interim Government was formed in 1946 
Rajendra Babu became the Food and Agriculture Minister. 

When the Constituent Assembly was set up to frame 
Constitution for free India, Rajendra Prasad became its 
President. He guided the proceedings of the Assembly with 
patience and skill. 

Rajendra Prasad was the first president of free India. he 
was twice elected to that august office. He had his own 
views regarding the role of President but he never came in 
conflict with the Prime Minister. 
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After relinquishing the office of the President in May 
1962 Rajendra Prasad retired to Patna and lived at Sadaquat 
Ashram. His wife Rajbanshi Devi expired in early September 
1962. After a few months on February 28, 1963 he also breathed 
his last. He shared Gandhiji’s great vision the making of a 
new man in a new society. 
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155. Raghubir Singh, Dr. Maharaj Kumar (23 
February 1908-13 February, 1991) 


Maharaja Kumar Dr. Raghubir Singh was born on 23rd 
February, 1908 at Sitamau in Mandsaur district of Madhya 
Pradesh. He was the eldest son of Raja Sir Ram Singh the 
ruler of the former Sitamau state of central India. 

Raghubir Singh received his early education at Sitamau. 
He passed the Matriculation examination of Bombay 
University in 1924 and the Intermediate examination in 1926 
_ both as private candidates. He passed the B.A. examination 
as a teacher candidate in 1928. He took the LLB degree of 
the Agra University in 1930. He passed the M.A. examination 
in History of the Agra University in 1933 as a teacher 
candidate. He received the D. Litt. Degree from the Agra 
University in 1936 under the guidance of Jai Jadunath Sankar. 
He was the first D. Litt. of Agra University. 

Inspite of his feudal environment Raghubir Singh had 
imbibed liberal and democratic ideas from his early childhood. 

Soon after passing his LLB examination Raghubir Singh 
was appointed as the High Court Judge of the Sitamau state 
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1932. He worked on this post upto 1940. Along with the 
judicial work he was also assigned the responsibility of many 
other departments. 

Raghubir Singh got drafted a democratic constitution 
for his state. The Constitution worked upto the integration 
of his state in 1948. 

Dr. Raghubir Singh joined the British army during the 
World War II. He worked in the army from 1940 to 1945. 

Dr. Raghubir Singh was a close student of politics and 
counstitutional law. He wrote a book on Indian States and the 
New Regime in 1938. The book was used as a text book on 
the subject in many universities. He actively worked for the 
political unication of the States of Malwa region in the 
adjoining are during the years 1945-47. He helped in the 
formation of the Madhya Bharat Sangh in 1948. He also 
asserted in the formation of the Rajputana Union of States. 

Dr. Raghubir Sinh was a gifted writer both in English 
and Hindi. Some of his leading works are: 

1. Malwa in Transition 

2. Durgadas Rathore 

3. Studies in Maratha and Rajput History 
4. English Records of Maratha History 

5. Bikhare Fool (Hindi) 

6. Saptedeep (Hindi) 

7. Shesh Smritiyan (Hindi) 

8. Jeevan Kan (Hindi) 

9. Jeevan Dhuli (Hindi) 

10. Poorva Madhyakaleen Bharat (Hindi) 

11. Malwa Men Yugantar (Hindi) 

12. Ratlam Ka Pratham Rajya (Hindi) 

13. Poorva Adhunik Rajasthan (Hindi) 

14. Maharana Pratap (Hindi) 

15. Durgadas Rathore (Hindi) 

16. Rajasthan Ke Pramukh Itihaskar Aur Unka Kirtitwa (Hindi) 

17. Maharana Pratap Aur Swadhin Bharat (Hindi). 


In addition to these original works in English and Hindi 
Maharaj Kumar had edited a member of historical and literary 
workers. The introductions by Dr. Raghubir Singh to these 
works reflect his deep insight into the subject and provide 
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source material for the researches in 1945. Raghubir Singh 
was awarded the Mangla Prasad Prize by the All India Hindi. 
Sahitya Sammelan of Allahabad for his book Malwa Men 
Yugantar. 

Dr. Raghubir Singh was associated with the Indian 
Historical Records Commission. 

One of the major contribution of Raghubir Singh to Indian 
scholarship is his library at Sitamau. The library contains a 
large number of historical manuscripts in Persian, Rajasthani, 
Sanskrit, Hindi and Marathi languages, particularly relating 
to Indian history from the 13th century AD to early 19th 
century. This library has blossomed into a unique research 
centre known as Sri Natnagar Shodh Sansthan. 

Raghubir Singh was nominated to the Rajya Sabha in 
1952 and remained there upto 1962. 

Dr. Raghubir Singh was a member of a number of Indian 
delegations constituted to represent India in international 
bodies. 

Dr. Raghubir Singh was an illustrious student of Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar. Making of a Princely Historian is an interesting 
story told in letters written by Sir Jadunath Sarkar to Dr. 
Raghubir Singh. The letters show how a princely youth was 
initiated to take a life-long interest in the study of Indian 
history and building up a grand research library. 

Maharaj Kumar Raghubir Sinh passed away on February 
13, 1991. He had a fracture in the leg on August 3, 1989 and 
was bedridden for 18 months. 
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156. Rajgopalachariar, Chakravarti (1879-1972) 


C. Rajgopalachari was born in a middle class family in 
1879. His father Nallan Chakravati was a village Munsif in 
Salem district of Tamilnadu. His family was an orthodox 
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Brahmin family Raj Gopalacharari was the youngest son of 
his parents. He was educated at his village school. 

He passed his high school from Banglore and graduated 
from the Presidency College Madras. 

Rajgopalchari started his career as a lawyer. He was 
married in 1900 but his wife passed away in 1917. 

Rajgopalchari was an erudite scholar of English Sanskrit 
and Tamil literature. He was influenced by Dadabhai Naoroji. 
Sarojini Naidu, Annie Besant and Mahatma Gandhi. 

Rajgopalachari was the supreme nationalist leader in 
south India. He was in the forefront of the freedom struggle 
since 1920. He participated in all the freedom movement 
and held important positions in the Indian National Congress. 
He was the first chief Minister of Madras during 1937-1939. 
He held important ministerial positions at the centre under 
Jawaharlal Nehru. He was the first Indian Governor General 
of India after Lord Mountbatten. 

In the later part of his life Rajgopalachari drifted away 
from the Congress and founded the Swatantra Party. The 
party could not make much headway. 

Rajgopalchari was a powerful speaker and a great short 
story writer. He could explain the most abstence in simple 
style. He wrote the story of Ramayana and Mahabharata in 
lucid Tamil. He himself translated his Tamil books in English. 
He had a mighty intellect and was towering personality of 
freedom movement. | 
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157. Rajguru, Shivram Hari (1908-1931) 


Shivram Hari Rajguru was born in a middle class Brahmin 
family at Khed in Poona district in 1908 He went to Varanasi 
at an early age and learnt Sanskrit. At Varanasi he came 
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in contact with revolutionaries and became a member of the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Armv. He was a close associate 
of Chandra Shekhar,Sardar Bhagat Singh and Jatin Das. His 
field of activity was U.P. and Punjab. He was a good shot. 

Rajguru with the help of Chandra Shekhar, Sardar Bhagat 
Singh and Jai Gopal shot dead Saunders in front of police 
headquarters at Lahore on 17 December, 1928 Saunders was 
responsible for grounding Lala Lajpat Rai who was leading 


a procession against the Simon Commission on 20 October - 


1928. Lala Lajpat Rai succumbed to his injuries on 17 
November, 1928. The revolutionaries held Lalaji in high regard 
and they killed Saunders to avenge his death. 

Rajguru went underground and was arrested at Poona 
on 30 September, 1929. He was tried and hanged on 23 
March 1931 along with his two comrades Sardar Bhagat 
Singh and Shukhdev. At the time of his martyrdom Rajguru 
was only twenty-three years old. 
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158. Ram Kishan, Comrade (1912-1995) 


Comrade Ram Kishan was born in the Village Isa Kot Shah, 
district Jhung, (now in Pakistan) in October 1912. He belonged 
to a poor family. He had his early education in his village 
and shifted to Jhung for higher education. He was active 
in students union and was expelled from the college in 1929 
when he organised a boycott demonstration during the 
Governor’s visit to his college. | 

Comrade Ram Kishan attended the historic Lahore 
Congress Session as a volunteer in 1929. He courted 
imprisonment in 1930, 1931, 1932 and 1942. In all he spent 
more than six years in jail. His wife Savitri Devi was also a 
freedom fighter who underwent imprisonment in the 
Individual Satyagraha of 1940 and the Quit India Movement 
of 1942. | 

Ram Kishan was secretary of the Undivided Punjab 
Pradesh Congress Committee for 14 years. He became the 
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General Secretary of the Punjab Congress Committee in 1952 
and held that position for five years. Before partition he 
was elected Municipal councillor of Lahore Municipality 
After independence and partition of the country Ram Kishan 
he migrated to Jullandhar and took charge to organise Punjab 
Congress Committee. He did commendable work to 
rehabilitate refugees in that part of Punjab. 

Ram Kishan was elected a member of the Punjab 
Legislative Assembly during 1952-57, 1957-62 and 1962-66. 
He was general secretary of the reception committee of the 
Congress session held at Amritsar in 1956 under the 
Presidentship of Dhubar Bhai. He was a Deputy Minister 
and later Minister of State in the cabinet of Sardar Pratap 
Singh Kairon. He was the Chief Minister of Punjab from 
1964 to 1966. Indo-Pakistan War of 1965 was fought during 
his tenure as Chief Minister of Punjab. 

Ram Kishan served the Khadi and Industries Commission 
as member. He was also a member of Parliament from 1967 
to 1968. 

Comrade Ram Kitna organised the relief measures for 
freedom fighters during the last day of his life. He passed 
away on 22 February 1995 at New Delhi. 


References 


Vishwa Prakash and Mohini Gupta, Swatantrata Senani Comrade 
Ram Kishan: Vyakti Aur Vichar 

Transcript of the Interview given by Comrade Ram Kishan to Nehru 
Memorial Library. 


Transcript of the interview given by Comrade Ram Kishan to the 
Department of Archives, Delhi. 

Personal interviews of the authors with the family members of 
Comrade Ram Kishan. 


159. Ram Prasad Bismil (1897-1927) 


Ram Prasad Bismil was born at Shahjahanpur in U.P. in 
1897. He belonged to an ordinary family of Brahmins. His 
father Murlidhar was a money lender. 

Ram Prasad was not brilliant in his studies. He was 
influenced by Arya Samaj and drifted to the revolutionary 
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movement. He was a fast friend of another well known 
revolutionary Ashfaqullah. 

~ Ram Prasad participated in Mainpuri conspiracy and 
Kakori Dacoity. He was betrayed by one of his associates 
and was arrested. He was tried and sentenced to death in 
be J 
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160. Ram Singh, Baba (1826-1885) 


Baba Ram Singh was born in 1826 in the village Bhiwani 
District Ludhiana, Punjab. He belonged to a lower middle 
class family of carpenters. 

Ram Singh got his early education in Gurmukhi and ° 
Gurbani. When grown up he served in the army of Kanwar 
Nau Nihal Singh, grandson of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He 
was met by a saint Baba Balak Singh. In 1857 Ram Singh set 
up Sant Khalsa which became the nucleus for his new sect 
Namdhari or Kukas. In 1863 he issued a code of discipline 
for his followers. He emphasised the supremacy of the Guru 
Granth Sahib and championed the cause of social reform 
like abolishing all distinctions of caste among the Sikhs. He 
advocated marriage between different castes and classes and 
also marriage of widows. 

Baba Ram Singh undertook extensive tours of Punjab. 
The British authorities were alarmed he along with his 
followers was placed under police surveillance. The Kukas 
conducted raids on slaughter houses the most important 
attack was made in Malerkotla where a number of persons 
lost their lives, sixty five of the Kukas were blown up form 
the mouths of guns. The government outlawed the movement 
and took Baba Ram Singh under custody. He was deported 
to Burma where he died in 1885. 
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161. Ranade, Mahadev Govind (1842-1901) 


Mahadev Govind Ranade was born in 1842 at Nasik. He 
belonged to a middle class, Brahmin family. His father Govind 
rao was an Official in Kolhapur State. 

Mahadev was educated at Kolhapur and Bombay. He 
passed the Matriculation examination in 1859 and graduated 
in 1862. He completed his M.A. and L.L.B. in 1864. He passed 
the Advocates examination in. 1871. Some great men like 
Bhandarkar, Pherozeshah Mehta and Dinsha Wacha were 
his contemporaries. 

Ranade taught History English at the Elphinstone College, 
Bombay for a few years. He joined judicial service in 1871 
and rose to be a judge of the High Court of Bombay in 1893. 

Ranade was a deeply religious man. He was influenced 
by the teachings of Upanishad. He held Indian saints in 
high regard. | 

Ranade was one of the foremost reformers. He deprecated 
the caste system untouchability, child marriage. He wanted 
to enhance the status of women and championed the cause 
of widow remarriage. Ranade admired western ‘education 
and British connection. He desired that agriculture, industry 
and trade should grow side by side. He proposed a scheme 
of establishing agricultural banks for the benefit of the 
peasants. 

Ranade contributed articles to a member of periodicals 
and made extensive use of the public platform to propagate 
his ideas. He was a leading member of the Prarthana Samaj 
and Sarvajanik Sabha. He was closely associated with the 
Indian National Social conference. 

Ranade wrote a member of books some of which are: 
Sarvajanik Sabha report on the Marital conditions inMaharashtra, 
Revenue Manual of the British Empire in India, A Paper on the 
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Finance Administration in the Bombay Presidency, Essays in Indian 
Economics and Rise of the Maratha Power. 
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162. Rani Gaidinglu (b. 1915) 


Rani Gaidinglu was born on 26 January 1915 in a Naga 
village of Manipur State. From her childhood she was a 
strong willed jail and was associated with Jadonang who 
waged a war against the British in Manipur. Following the 
execuation of Jadonang in 1931 she became leader of the 
independence movement in the Manipur State. Her followers 
looked upon her as goddess. 

Gaidinglu organised a popular rebellion against the British. 
The British authorities offered a reward to arrest her. She 
was arrested in 1932 and spent 14 years in British jails Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru had tried for her release but could not 
succeed. He described her as the Rani of the Nagas. She 
was released when India became free. The Government gave 
her some pension when the Naga trouble started in 1956 
she had to go underground. She was called by the Government 
from her hideout in 1967. She spent the rest of her life in 
peace in Kohima. 
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163. Reddy, Dr. Neelam Sanjeeva (1913-1996) 


Dr. Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy was born on 19 May 1913 at 
[llur in the Anantput District of Andhra Pradesh. He belonged 
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to a well to do agriculturalist family. 

Sanjeeva Reddy had his early education at Madras and 
Anantapur. He took active part in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement (1931), Individual Satyagraha (1940), and the Quit 
India Movement (1942) 

In 1946 Sanjeeva Reddy was elected to the Madras 
Legislative Assembly. He was also elected to the constituent 
Assembly of India. 

Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy served as a Minister in the Madras 
Government during the period 1949-51. He was Deputy Chief 
Minister and later on Chief Minister of the newly formed 
State of Andhra Pradesh. 

Sanjeeva Reddy was elected President of the Indian 
National Congress in 1959. He joined the Union Cabinet in 
1962 as the Minister for Civil Aviation. He was elected Speaker 
of the Lok Sabha in 1967. He contested for the office of the 
President in 1969. His name was proposed by the Prime 
' Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi But in the actual contest she 
supported V.V. Giri who won. This split the Congress. 

During the regime of the Janata Party (1977-1980) Sanjeeva 
Reddy was elected the President of the Indian Republic. He 
held the office from 25 July 1977 to 25 July 1982. He spent 
the last days of his life in retirement and passed away on 1 
June 1996. 7 


References 


Venkatarangaiya, History of the Freedom Struggle in Andhra Pradesh. 
Sarojini Regani, Highlights of the Freedom Movement in Andhra Pradesh. 


164. Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra (1882-1962) 


Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy was born on 1 July 1882 in Patna. 
He belonged to a well known zamindar family. His father 
Prakash Chandra was a Brahmo Samajist and rose to be a 
Deputy Magistrate and Collector. He did his M.D. from the 
Calcutta Medical College in 1908. He obtained M.R.C.P. and 
F.R.C.S. degrees from England in 1911. On return to India 
Dr. Roy worked as professor at Carmichael Medical College 
for some time. 
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Dr. Roy defeated the veteran nationalist leader Sir 
Surendranath Banerjee in 1923 elections with the support of 
Swarajya Party. He became the Deputy Leader of the Swarajya 
Party in the Bengal Legislative Council. In 1928 he was elected 
a member of the All India Congress Committee. In 1930 he 
was nominated to the Congress Working Committee. He 
underwent imprisonment a number of times during the 
freedom struggle. Dr. Roy was elected Mayor of Calcutta in 
1931 and 1932. He became President of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee in 1934. He was the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Calcutta University form 1942 to 1944. 

In 1948 Dr. Roy became the Chief Minister of Bengal 
and held that position till his death in 1962. He was awarded 
Bharat Ratna the highest honour in the country for his 
meritorious services. Throughout his public career he 
continued to treat his patients every day. 
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165. Roy, M.N. (1887-1954) 


The full name of M.N. Roy was Manabendra Nath Roy. He 
was born on 21 March 1887 in the village of Arbaia in the 
24-Paraganas District of Bengal. His father Dinabandhu 
Bhattacharya was a Sanskrit teacher. Roy did not have any 
regular formal education. He was essentially a self -ducated 
man. 

Roy was initially attracted towards militant nationalism. 
He went abroad to secure arms for a revolutionary struggle 
in India. He stayed for sometime in San Francisco and from 
there went to Mexico. He founded the Communist Party of 
Mexico the first Communist Party to be established outside 
the Soviet Union. 

Roy participated in the Second World Congress of the 
Communist International. His views about the relation of 
the Communists with the bourgeoisie national and democratic 
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-movement differed with those of Lenin. He emphasised that 


the foremost task was to organise the workers and peasants. 
Roy held an important position in the international communist 
hierarchy in the twenties. He was put in charge of organising 
the communist movement in Asia and the training and 
education of Asiatic communists. He worked in China for 
sometime in late twenties. 

Roy had sharp differences with Stalin and Communist 
International and severed his relations with the organisation. 

After breaking his relations with the Communist 
International Roy returned to India. He attended the Karachi 
Session of the Indian National Congress in 1931 and met 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose. Roy was 
arrested and served the jail term for six years. On his release 
from jail he joined the Indian National Congress. 

During the Second World War Roy supported the war 
efforts of the British Government. Because of this position 
he had to leave the Congress. He organised his own political 
party known as the Radical Democratic Party. 

Roy became a critique of the Soviet Union during the 
post-War period. He developed his philosophy of Radical 
humanism. He renounced party politics as such rejected the 
idea of effecting structural changes in society from above 
and advocated that a philosophical revolution was a 
precondition for a social revolution. Roy founded the Indian 
Renaissance Institute to realise his objectives. 

_M.N. Roy passed away on January 25, 1954. 
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166. Roy, Raja Ram Mohan (1772-1833) 


Raja Ram Mohan Roy was born on 22 May 1772 at Radhanagar 
in Hooghly District. His forefathers had been in the service 
of the Nawabs of Bengal. They held a high social and economic 
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status. Ram Mohan had three brother. He married thrice. 
His first wife died early. His other two wives lived in his 
village when he shifted his residence to Calcutta. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy studied Bengali in his village home 
Persian and Sanskrit at Patna and Sanskrit at Benares. He 
started learning English when he was in the service of the 
East India Company. His friend John Digby helped him in 
his intellectual pursuits. Raja Ram Mohan Roy also had some 
knowledge of Latin, Greek, Hebrew and French also. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy under Mr. John Digby from 1805 
to 1814 and accompanied him to Ramgarh, Jessore, Bhagalpur 
and Rangpur. 

The phantom emperor of Delhi Akbar II appointed his 
as his envoy to the King of England in 1830 and conferred 
on him the title of Raja. His fame as an erudite scholar had 
impressed Jeremy Bentham. 

In 1903-04 Raja Ram Mohan Roy published a book in 
Persian called Tuhfat-ul-Muwahiddin. In this book he 
condemned in image worship and preached monotheism. 
He started in Calcutta a socio-religious organisation named 
the Atmiya Sabha in 1815. During the next few years he 
published a number of books including the translation of 
Vedanta Sutra of Badarayan and some Upanishads. Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy laid the foundation of the study of Comparative 
Religions. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s fame as a religious reformer 
rests on the foundation of the Brahmo Samaj on 20 August, 
1828. He started an institution called the Anglo-Hindu School 
for imparting English education. He wrote a letter to Lord 
Amherst requesting him to promote a more liberal and 
enlightened system of instruction including Mathematics, | 
Natural Philosophy, Chemistry and Anatomy with other useful 
sciences. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was a brilliant journalist. He started 
the Sambad Kaumudi in Bengali and Miratul Akhbar in Persian. 
He championed the liberty of the press. He demanded the 
introduction of trial by jury. He pleaded for the appointment 
of Indians to higher offices. 
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167. Sachar, Dr. Bhim Sen (b. 1893) 


Dr. Bhim Sen Sachar was born at Peshawar in North Western 
Frontier Province on 1 December 1893. He belonged to a 
respectable Hindu family. He was educated at Peshawar, 
Quetta, and Lahore. He graduated from D.A.V. College, 
Lahore in 1916. He took his L.L.B. from the Law College, 
Lahore in 1918. He started his law practice at Gujranwala. 
Bhim Sen Sachar joined the Indian National Congress in 
1918. He participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement 
and courted arrest Sachar also participated -in the Civil . 
Disobedience Movement, Individual Satyagraha and the Quit 
India Movement. 

Sachar was first elected to the Punjab hedislative Assembly 
in 1936. In 1946 he formed a coalition ministry with the 
Unionist Party and was its Finance Minister for a year. After 
independence he worked for the rehabilitation of the refugees. 
He was Chief Minister of Punjab from April 1949 to October 
1949 and again from April 1952 to January 1956. He was the 
governor of Orissa during 1956-57 and Governor of Andhra 
Pradesh from 1957 to 1962. He also served as a High 
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Commissioner for India in Ceylone from 1964 to 1966. 
Reference 


Asia’s Whio’s Whio. 


168. Saha, Gopinath (1901-1924) 


Gopinath Saha was born at Serampore, District Hooghly, 
West Bengal in 1901. He received his early education at 
Serampur. He was attracted to the Yugantar Party. He was 
called upon to do away with Sir Charles Tegart, Commissioner 
of Police but mistake shot another Englishmen Ernest Day 
on 12 January 1924. He was tried and executed. 


References 


Kalicharan Ghosh, The Roll of Honour: Anecdotes of Indian Martyrs. 
R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India, Vol. Il. 


169. Sahay, Krishna Ballabh (1898-1974) 


Krishna Ballabh Sahay was born on 31 December 1898 in 
the village of Sekhpura in the Patna District of Bihar. He 
belonged to a middle class Kayastha family. He was educated 
at Patna and Hajari Bagh. While he was studying law he 
gave up his studies and joined the Non-Cooperation 
Movement in 1920. 

In 1923 Sahay entered the Bihar Legislative Council as 
a member of the Swaraj Party. He was arrested during the 
Civil Disobedience Movement. He was actively associated 
with the Kisan Movement started by Swami Sahajanand. 
Sahay also took part in the 1942 Quit India Movement. 

K.B. Sahay held ministerial positions in Bihar and was 
the Chief Minister of Bihar in 1963. 
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K.K. Dutta, History of the Freedom Movement in Bihar, Vol. Ill. 
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Rashbehari Rai Sharma, Patna Ke Jagmate Here (Hindi) 
Bajrang Sahay, My Reminiscences of the Freedom Movement in Bihar 
(Manuscript). 


170. Saifuddin Kitchlew (1888-1963) 


Saiffuddin Kitchlew was born in 1888 at Amritsar, Punjab. 
He studied at Agra and Aligarh. He went abroad for higher 
education and returned to India in 1915 after obtaining the 
degrees of B.A. from Cambridge, Bar-at-law from London 
and Ph.D. from Germany. 

After his return from Europe, Dr. Kitchlew started his 
legal practice at Amritsar. He started taking part in the social 
and political activities of the town. He became a member of 
the Municipal Committee of Amritsar and organised the 
Indian National congress in Punjab. In the year 1919 Dr. 
Kitchlew led the anti-Rowlatt Act movement in the city. He 
took active part in the Khilafat and the Non-Cooperation 
Movement and sent to jail. After his release he was elected 
the President of the All India Khilafat Committee. In 1924 
Kitchlew was appointed the General Secretary of the Congress. 
He was chairman of the reception committee of the Lahore 
Congress in 1929 when the resolution for complete 
independence was passed under the presidentship of 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Dr. Kitchlew was against partition. He considered it as 
a surrender of nationalism in favour of communalism. 

In the post-independence era Dr. Kitchlew was drawn 
towards communism. He passed away in the month of 
October 1963. 


References 


R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India, Vol. UI. 
Uma Dutta Sharma, Bharatiya Deshbhakton Ki Karabas Kahant. 


171. Sampurnanand (1889-1969) 


Sampurnanand was born at Benares on 1 January 1889. He 
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belonged to a middle class Hindu Kayastha family. There was 
a religious atmosphere in his home. He took his B.Sc. degree 
from the Allahabad University in 1911. He took the L.T. degree 
in 1916. In this way he qualified himself to be a leader. 

Sampurnanand started his career as a teacher in the Prem 
Mahavidyalaya of Vrindavana. The institution was started 
by the famous revolutionary Raja Mahendra Pratap. 
Sampurnanand also taught at Bikaner for sometime. He also 
edited Maryada, a Hindi monthly started by Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya. 

Sampurnanand left the teaching job in 1921 and entered 
active politics. He was elected to the All India Congress 
Committee in 1922. He was Secretary of the U.P. Congress 
a member of times. He was the Minister of Education in 
U.P. Cabinet during 1938-39. He was again a Minister in 
U.P. in 1946. He held the portfolios of Home, Finance and 
general administration. He became the Chief Minister of 
U.P. when Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant was taken in the 
Union Cabinet. Sampurnanand also functioned as governor 
of Rajasthan for sometime. He passed away in 1969. 

Sampurnanand was a genuine scholar. He wrote a number 
of books. 


References 


Sampurnanand, Memoirs and Reflections. 
Sampurnanand, Aryon Ka Adi Desh (Hindi). 
Sampurnanand, Samajvad (Hindi). 

D.R. Toliwal, Bharatvarsha Ki Vibliutiyan (Hindi). 


172. Sanyal, Sachindra Nath (1895-1945) 


Sachindra Nath Sanyal was born at Benares in 1895. His 
father Hari Nath Sanyal was an orthodox Brahmin and a 
staunch nationalist. 

Sachindra had his early education at Benares. He came 
in contact with Rash Behari Bose in 1908 and joined the 
revolutionary movement. 

-Rash Behari Bose tried for an aritied uprising in 1915 
but the effort could not succeed. Sachindra was arrested 
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and deported to the Andamans. 

Sanyal was released in 1919. He played an important 
part ina number of revolutionary efforts such as the Mainpuri 
Conspiracy Case, Benares Conspiracy Case, Bankura Case 
and the Kakori Case. He was sentenced to life imprisonment 
and was released in 1937 by the Congress Ministry. He was 
again detained during the Second World War. He contracted 
tuberculosis in jail and passed away in 1945. His book Bandi 
Jeevan gives his ideas on the social and political reconstruction 
of Indian Society. 
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R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India, Vols. II 
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A.C. Guhe, The Spark of Revolution. 

Sedition Committee Report, 1918. 

Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee, In Search of Freedom. 


173. Sarabha, Kartar Singh (1896-1916) | 


Kartar Singh was born in 1896 at the village Sarabha in the 
District of Ludhiana, Punjab. He belonged to a prosperous 
peasant family. 

Kartar Singh got his early education at Sarabha and 
Ludhiana. He went to Orissa to complete his high school 
education with his uncle who occupied a responsible position 
in the Forest Department. There he matriculated and joined 
a college for graduation. But he did not pursue his studies 
and went to San Francisco in 1912. He was barely sixteen at 
that time. 

In San Francisco Kartar Singh joined the Ghadar Party. 
He returned to Punjab in 1914 and worked for an armed 
insurrection in India in collaboration with other revolutio- 
naries. However, he and his collaborators were betrayed by 
me Kripal Singh. The revolutionaries were arrested. Kartar 
Singh was tried and ultimately hanged. 


312 A Dictionary of Freedom Fighters 
References 


Rattan Lal, Teen Krantikari (Hindi). 

Manmath Nath Gupta, Bhartiya Krantikari Andolan Ka Itihas. 
Balshastri Hardas, 1857 to 1947 : Armed Struggle for Freedom. 
R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India, Vol.-II 
Chandra Shekhar Shastri, Bhartiya Atankwad Ka Itihas (Hindi). 
D.R. Toliwal, Bharatvarsh Ki Vibhutiyan (Hindi). 


174. Sardul Singh Caveesher (1866-1963) 


Sardul Singh Caveesher was born at Amritsar in 1806. He 
graduated from the Punjab University in 1909. He was 
intersted in a comparative study of the religions of the 
world but was arrested on account of his participation in 
the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Sardul Singh was put behind the bars nine times for his 
role in the freedom movement. 

Sardul Singh held important positions in the Congress 
organisation. He was elected President of the Punjab Provincial 
Congress in 1920. In 1928 he was elected as a member of the 
Congress Working Committee. 

During the differences of Subhas Chandra Bose with the 
Congress Sardul Singh sided with Bose. In 1939 he became 
president of the Forward Block founded by Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

Sardul Singh was a talented writer. 
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Sardul Singh Caveesher, India’s Fight for Freedom. 
D.R. Toliwal, Bharatvarsha Ki Vibhiutiyan (Hindi). 


175. Satyamurthy, S. (1887-1943) 


S. Satyamurthy was born on 19 August 1887 at Thiruchirapalli 
District of Tamilnadu. He belonged to a middle class Brahmin 
family. He had his early education in his home town and 
higher education at Madras. He studied law and set up his 
practice at Madras. 
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Satyamurthy actively joined the Congress in 1919. He 
was elected to the Madras Legislative Council in nian as a 
candidate of the Swarajya Party. 

Satyamurthy participated in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement of 1930. He was imprisoned in 1931 and 1932. In 
1935 he was elected to the Indian Legislative Assembly at 
Delhi and was the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party. He 
offered individual Satyagraha in 1940 and courted 
imprisonment. He also participated in the Quit India 
Movement and was jailed. Satyamurthi was a great orator 
educationist and connoisseur of art. He was godfather to 
many later day politicians. He passed away on 20 March 
1943. 
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Satyamurthy Memorial Souvenir. 
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176. Satyapal, Dr. (1884-1954) 


Dr. Satyapal was born at Wazirabad (West Pakistan) in 1885. 
He belonged to a middle class Khatri family. He passed his 
M.B.B.S. examination form the Medical College, Lahore in 
1908. 

Dr. Satyapal started his political career by joining the 
anti-Rowlatt Act agitation in 1919. He held an exalted positior 
in the political life of the Punjab during 1919-1947. He joinec 
the armed forces as a doctor during the World War II. He 
suffered repeated imprisonment during the freedom struggle 
He passed away in 1954. 
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177. Satyavati Devi, Behn (1906-1945) 


Satyavati was born on 26 January, 1906 in the Village Talwan 
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District Jullunder, Punjab. Swami Shraddhanand was her 
maternal grandfather. She breathed the Arya Samajist at 
mosphere in her home. She was married in 1922 with 
Balbhadra Vidyalankar. It was an intercaste marriage and 
was solemnized most simply. 

Satyavati Devi participated in all the freedom movements 
from 1930 onwards. She courted imprisonment thirteen times. 
She contracted T.B. because of overstrain and frequent jail 
terms. She was a fiery speaker and had socialistic leanings. 
Gandhi had nicknamed her Toofani Behen. She breathed 
her last on 21 October 1945. 
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178. Savarkar, Vinayak Damodar (1883-1966) 


Vinayak Damodar Savarkar was born in 1883 in a village 
named Bhagur near Nasik. He belonged to a middle class 
Chitpavan Brahmin family. He studied at Nasik and won 
a number of prizes during his childhood. In 1899 he formed 
his first secretsociety Mitra Mela which later developed into 
Abhinav Bharat. 

In 1906 Savarkar went to England. He wrote his famous 
took on 1857 War of Independence. He also contributed a 
number of articles in the papers. Savarkar gathered around 
him a number of revolutionaries. He was in contact with 
Shyamji Kishna Verma, Lala Har Dayal and Madan Lal 
Dhingra. Dhingra killed Curzon Wyllie with a bomb in London 
and was hanged. 

Savarkar was arrested in England in 1910. When he 
was being taken to India in a steamer, he escaped through 
a porthole and landed on the French soil near Marseilles. 
But he was captured and brought back to India. He was 
tried on charges of treason and sentenced to life-transportation. 
Savarkar was sent to Andaman jail where he stayed from 
1911 to 1921. During this period he taught the prisoners and 
composed poems. Savarkar narrated his experiences -‘in the 
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Andaman jail in his Marathi book Maji Janmethep (My 
Transportation). 

Savarkar was brought back to India in 1921. For three 
years he was kept in Indian jails. He was released in 1924. 
Savarkar stayed at Ratnagiri from 1924 to 1937. During this 
period he carried out a crusade against casteism and 
untouchability. 

Savarkar was elected President of the Hindu Mahasabha 
in 1937. He held that office for successive five years. He 
opposed the Muslim League demands of separate electorates 
served seats and weightages. Savarkar desired that the 
constitution of free India should be based on pure democracy 
universal adult suffrage and territorial constituencies. 

In 1939 Savarkar conducted a Satyagraha movement in 
Nizam’s Hyderabad for a fair representation of the Hindus 
in the legislature. The Satyagraha was successful in its 
objective. 

After 1943 Savarkar led a retired life at his Bombay home. 
In 1948 he was accused in the assassination of Gandhiji. But 
the court acquitted him. Savarkar passed away in 1966. 
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Dhananjaya Keer, Savarkar and His Times. 


179. Sen, Keshab Chandra (1838-1884) 


Keshab Chandra Sen was born on 19 November 1838 in a 
village near Calcutta. His grand father Ramkamal Sen was 
a distinguished author and educationist. His father Peare 
Mohan was an Official of the East India Company and was 
known for his piety. His mother Sarda Devi imparted to 
her son her spiritual favour. 

Keshab studied in the Hindu School for his Entrance 
Examination. He graduated from the Hindu College in 1856. 
Keshab was a scholar of English, Bengali and Sanskrit 
literature. 

Keshab joined Brahmo Samaj in 1860. He was interested | 
in the promotion of moral, spiritual and humane education, 
eradication of untouchability and casteism, spread of 
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education among women, spread of vernacular education 
and vocational education and stress on temperance. In 1862 
he arranged for the first inter-caste marriage under the Brahmo 
Samaj. It was mainly due to his efforts that the Brahmo 
Marriage Act was enacted by the government in 1872. 

Keshab Chandra Sen formulated an elaborate plan for 
educational reforms. He helped in the foundation of the 
Calcutta College in’ 1862 and the Albert College in 1872. 

Keshab Chandra Sen published about a dozen journals 
Indian Mirror, Dharmatattva, Bamabodhini Patrika, Sulav Samachar, 
Mad na Gural, Dharm Sadhan, Balakbandhu, Paricharika and New 
Dispensation. 

Keshab Chandra Sen carried the message of Brahmo Samaj 
far and near. During 1857 and 1884 he travelled over most 
of India. In 1870 he went to England. He was given a grand 
ovation in England. He met a number of leading public 
men and had an audience with Queen Victoria. 

Keshab broke with the old Brahmo Samaj in 1866 and 
established the new Brahmo Samaj of India. There were 
differences among his followers over the marriage of his 
minor daughter to the prince of Cooch Behar. This led to 
the second schism in the Brahmo Samaj. The dissident 
organisation was called the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. 

Keshab Chandra Sen died at the early age of forty five 
years in 1884. 
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180. Sen, Surya (1894-1934) 


Surya Sen was born on 22 March 1894 in the village of 
Noapara in the District of Chittagong (Bangladesh). He 
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belonged to a lower middle class family. While still a student, 
Surya Sen came in contact with the revolutionary movement. 
He worked as a high school teacher for sometime and came 
to be known as Mastarda. He built up a revolutionary 
organisation in Chittagong. He was convinced that the British 
could be driven out of India only through armed struggle. 
He was arrested in 1926 and had to spend a few years in 
jail. 

In 1929 Surya Sen organised Chittagong Republican Army 
on 18 April the Army under Surya Sen sized power Chittagong 
through a sudden attack. There were a member of skirmishes 
between the government forces and the revolutionaries. This 
situation continued for a couple of years till Surya Sen was 
captured in February 1933. He was tried and hanged on 12 
January 1933. 
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Kalpana Dutt, Chittagong Armoury Raiders. 
Kalicharan Ghosh, Roll of Honour. 
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181. Seth, Govind Das (1896-1974) 


Seth Govind Das was born at Jabalpur in 1896 in a rich 
Marwari family. His grand father Seth Gokul Das expanded - 
the family business unmarkably. His father Jiwan Das led 
a gay life. Govind Das was educated at home. He entered 
public life at the age of twenty. He was elected to the Central 
Assembly in 1923. He participated in all the freedom 
movements launched under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi and went to jails a member of times. 

Basidas being a political leader, Seth Govind Das was 
also an author of repute. He wrote more than 100 books in 
Hindi. The canvass of his plays covers the entire span of 
Indian mythology and history. 

Sethji was an ardent lover of Indian culture and champion 
of Hindi. He passed away on 18 June 1974. 
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182. Shastri, Lal Bahadur (1904-1966) 


Lal Bahadur Shastri was born at Mughal Sarai near Beneres. 
He belonged to a lower middle class Kayastha family. His 
father died when he was just one and a half years old. He 
was brought up in the house of his maternal grand father. 
He was married to Lalita Devi of Mirzapur in 1927. He 
accepted a spinning wheel and a little yarn as dowry. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri studied at Benares. He got his degree 
from the Kashi Vidyapeeth in 1926. 

Lal Bahadur was attracted towards Gandhiji early in 
life. Gandhiji was a model for him to exputed both in public 
and private life. He enrolled himself as a member of the 
Servants of the People Society and devoted himself to the 
constructive work. He held various positions in the Congress 
Party and became the Chief Minister’s Parliamentary Secretary 
in 1946. Later on he was appointed Minister of Police and 
Transport in U.P. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri shifted to Delhi in early fiftees. From 
1951 to 1956 be functioned as Minister of Railways and 
Transport in the Union Cabinet. He relingiushed office in 
1956 over a railway accident. From 1957 to 1961 Lal Bahadur 
Shastri held a charge of a number of Ministries including 
that of Home. He played a pivotal role in three parliamentary 
elections of 1952-1957 and 1962. 

Lal Bahadur Shastri succeeded Jawaharlal Nehru as India’s 
second Prime Minister in 1964. He provided inspiring 
leadership during the 1965 Indo-Pak War. He had gone to 
Tashkant to negotiate a settlement with Pakistan. He passed 
away there on 11 January 1966. 
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183. Shaukat Ali, Maulana (1873-1938) 


Shaukat Ali was born on 10 March 1873 at Rampur State 
in U.P. His father Abdul Ali Khan died when he was only 
seven years old. Muhammad Ali was his younger brother. 

Shaukat Ali studied at Bareilly and Aligarh. He served 
in the Department of Opium for seventeen years. 

The Ali brothers, Shaukat Ali and Mohammad Ali rose 
to prominence during the Khilafat Movement. They helped 
Gandhiji to extend his influence among the Muslims. Shaukat 
Ali broke with the Congress after the collapse of the Khilafat 
Movement. Towards the end of his life he was elected to the 
Central Legislative Councel of India. He died at Delhi on 26 
November 1938. 
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184. Shraddhanand, Swami (1856-1926) 


Swami Shraddhanand was born at Talwandi, District 
Jullundhur (Punjab) in 1856. He belonged to a middle class 
Khatri family. His father Nanak Chand was a Police Inspector 
in U.P. Sharddhanand received his early education at Benares. 
he studied law at the University Law College, Lahore. 

Swami Sharaddhanand met the founder of Arya Samajj 
Swami Dayanand at Bareilly in 1882. Shraddhanand was 
influenced by Swami Dayanand and became his follower. 
Shraddhanand started his legal practice at Jullundhar in 
1885. He became president of the Representative Assembly 
of the Arya Samajists in Punjab in 1887. When the Arya 
Samaj split in 1893 into two sections, the College Section 
and the Gurukul Section, Shraddhanand was the leader of 
the Gurukul section. 

Swami Shraddhanand founded the Gurukul at Hardwar. 
He was the Director of the Institute till 1917. In 1917 he 
became a Sanyasi. 
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Swami Shraddhanand participated in the Khilafat and 
Non-Cooperation Movement launched by Mahatma Gandhi. 
While he was leading a procession in Chandni Chowk, Delhi 
the police tried to bar the way. The Swamiji stood like a 
rock and challenged the authorities to first shoot him. The 
bureaucracy knew that if the Sanyasi was killed, there would 
be a virtual revolt in the country. The bayonets were 
immediately lowered and the procession was allowed to 
pass. The Muslims were so much moved by the action of 
Swamiji that they carried him to Jama Masjid. The Swami 
spoke from the pulpit of the Mosque. In 1922 Swamiji started 
the Shuddhi Movement. The Movement aimed at taking 
back into Hinduism those Muslims who had been converted 
by force. 

Swamiji championed the cause of women education. He 
founded the Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Jullundhur as a residential 
school for girls. He strove hard to eradicate untouchability 
and uplift the depressed classes. In 1926 Swamiji was killed 
by a Muslim fanatic Abdul Rashid. 
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185. Shyamji, Krishna Varma (1857-1930) 


Shyamji Krishana Varma was born on 4 October 1857 at 
Mandavi in the old Cutch State of Gujarat. He belonged to 
a poor Hindu family. He was educated at Mandavi and 
Bombay. Shyamji saw Swami Dayanand in 1875 at Bombay 
and was drawn towards his personality. 

Shyamji was introduced to the great Sanskrit scholar 
Monier Williams and assumed of his help he went to London 
in 1879. He secured the degree of B.A. at Oxford in 1883. In 
1884 he was called for the bar. He returned to India in 1885. 
He served the Indian States of Ratalam, Udaipur and Junagarh. 
He left for London in 1897. He published his first English 
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monthly The Indian Sociologist in 1905. The journal was intended 
to be an organ of freedom and of political, social and religious 
reforms. He set up the India House in London as a residential 
centre for Indian students and political workers. Senapati 
Bapat and V.D. Savarkar worked with Shyamji at the India 
House. Shyamji belonged to the extremist school of Indian 
politics. He was a great admirer of Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 
Shyamji supported all revolutionary movements in Egypt, 
Turkey and China. 

Shayamji went to Paris in 1907 and stayed there till 1914. 
He sailed for Geneva in 1914 and died there on 31 March, 
1930. 
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186. Singh, Babu Kunwar (1778-1858) 


Babu Kunwar Singh belonged to the Parmar branch of Rajputs. 
His ancestors lived in Ujjaini area and had migrated to 
Bihar in the fourteenth century. They were known as Ujjainya 
Rajputs. Kunwar Singh’s forefathers were settled at Jagdishpur. 

Kunwar succeeded to the ancestral estate in 1826. The 
total annual income of his estate was about six lakhs. However 
the estate was under a debt of rupees twenty lakhs on the 
eve of the rising of 1857. 

Kunwar Singh joined the revolt of the Indian regiment 
stationed at Dinapur in July 1857. He tried to organised the 
anti-British forces at some places in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh. While crossing the Ganges near Ballia, he himself 
by his own sword cut his right arm. This wound proved 
fatal for him and he died in April, 1858. He was one of the 
bravest and ablest leaders of 1857 rebellion. Still in the Bhojpur 
area of Bihar and U.P. folksongs of his bravery are sung by 
men and women. 
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187. Sri Prakasa (1890-1971) 


Sri Prakasa was born on 3 August 1890 at Benares in a 
Vaishya family. His father was Dr. Bhagwan Das, a renowned 
philosopher and writer. 

Sri Prakasa graduated from the University of Allahabad 
in 1911. He went to England for higher studies. He obtained 
the History tripos in 1913 and the Law degree in 1914. 

Sri Prakasa started legal practice at Benares but the 
profession of law did not interest him. He taught at the 
Central Hindu College, Benares for three years later on he 
worked in the editorial department of the Leader and the 
Independent. 

Sri Prakasa was deeply influenced by the personality of 
Mrs. Annie Besant. He was like a son to her. He came in 
contact with a member of eminent contemporaries like 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Acharya J.B. Kriplani, Acharya Narendra 
Dev and Sampoornanand. 

Sri Prakasa started his public career as a member of the 
Home Rule League. He became a member of the All India 
Congress Committee in 1918. He held important positions 
in the Congress organisation. He was elected a member of 
the Central Legislative Assembly in 1934 and again in 1945. 
He participated in all the freedom movements launched by 
Mahatma Gandhi and courted imprisonment a number of 
times. 

In independent India Sri Prakasa was appointed the first 
High Commissioner of India in Pakistan. He was subsequently 
appointed Governor of Assam, Madras and Maharashtra. 
He was also included in the Union Cabinet and held the 
portfolios of Commerce (1950-51), and Natural Resources 
and Scientific Research (1951-52). 

Sri Prakasa retired from active politics in 1962 and settled 
a Dehradun. He passed away in 1971 at Benares. 
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188. Tagore, Devendranath (1817-1905) 


Devendranath Tagore was the father of Rabindranath Tagore 
and son of Prince Devarkanath Tagore. Prince Dwarkanath 
Tagore had been a close associate of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 

Devendranath Tagore was born in Calcutta on 15 May, 
1817. He received his early education at Ram Mohan Roy’s 
Anglo-Hindi School. Later on he studied at the Hindu College 
also. The public career of Devendranath started with the 
establishment of the Tattwabodhini Sabha in 1839. The Sabha 
was founded with the object of carrying out social and 
religious reforms. Devendranath also founded Tattwabodhini 
Patrika which continued for about half a century. The Patrika 
published articles ona variety of subjects like religion, politics, 
education and social reform. 

Devendranath fought against the proselytising activities 
of the Christian missionaries. He received help from Raja 
Radhakanta Dev in this area. He was also associated with 
the establishment of the National Association and the British 
Indian Association. These two organisations contributed 
towards political awakening in Bengal. 

Devendranath was a guiding spirit of Brahmo Samaj for 
many years. He enunciated the basic tenets of Brahmoism 
in his book Brahmodharma. Though a Brahmo in faith 
Devendranath remained a staunch Hindu all his life. He 
was an advocate of women education and widow remarriage. 
His followers called him Maharshi. : 

Devendranath passed away on 19 January 1905. 
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189. Tagore, Rabindranath (1861-1941) 


Rarbindranath Tagore was born on 7 May 1861, in Calcutta. 


t 
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He was the fourteenth child of Devendranath Tagore and 
Sarada Devi. Rabindranath’s grandfather Devendranath 
Tagore and father Dwarkanath Tagore were acknowledged 
leaders of the Brahmo Samaj. 

Rabindranath did not receive any regular education. He 
was sent to a number of schools but he was disgusted with 
the atmosphere of the schools. He picked up learning through 
his own efforts. When he was twelve years old, he 
accompanied his father on a tour of North India and wrote 
his first poem Abhilash. The poem was published in the 
Tattvabodhini Patrika in 1874. He started to recite poems in 
public since the age of fourteen. 

Ravindranath accompanied his elder brother Satyendra- 
nath to England in 1878. Where he stayed for two years. 
During his stay in England he studied English literature for 
some at the University College, London. He has in his Letters 
from a Sojourner in Europe has somewhat indiscreetly 
commented upon the life and times of London. He wrote 
his first musical play Valmiki Pratibha in 1881. His many 
sided genius entered a new phase during 1887-90 when he 
composed the poems of Manasi the musical play Mayer Khela 
and the drama Raja o Rani. 

Rabindranath started taking active interest in public affairs 
during the late eightees of the 19th century. He criticised 
the reactionary policy of the British Government and 
advocated the appointment of the elected representatives of 
the people as members of the Viceroy’s Executive Council. 

During the decade 1890-1900 Rabindranath spent most 
of his time in the countryside. He edited the monthly Sadhna 
and developed his idea of nationalism. To his nationalism 
was true love for the village folk who constituted the country. 

During the turn of the century Rabindranath faced a 
member of family bereavements and financial difficulties. 
His wife Mrinalini Devi died in 1902. In 1905 passed away 
his revered father Maharshi Devendranath Tagore. 

Rabindranath opposed the partition of Bengal and 
preached Swadeshi in 1905. In 1911 his fiftieth birth anniversary 
was celebrated. By this time he had emerged as an acknow- 
ledged voice of Indian renaissance. He had an opportunity 
of meeting C.F. Andrews in England in 1913 C.F. Andrews 
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became his life-long friend and follower. The same year he 
was awarded the Noble Prize in literature in 1913 for his 
book Gitanjali. The English version of the book carried a 
Foreword by W.B. Yeats. The book created a sensation in 
the literary circles of the world. 

During the First World War Rabindranath toured Japan 
and the U.S.A. He appealed to them to rise above narrow 
nationalism and adopt a world view. In 1915 the British 
Government knighted him put he renounced his knighthood 
as a protest against the Jallianwala massage in 1919. 

Rabindranath met Gandhiji for the first time in 1915 at 
Santiniketan. Both of them remained life-long friends. Inspite 
of some differences over the boycott of educational 
constitutions admired each other Rabindranath paid rich 
tributes to Gandhiji and supported him in his major 
campaigns. Gandhiji also held Rabindranath in high esteem. 

Rabindranath started Viswa Bharati in 1918. He wanted 
to link up learning with living in an atmosphere of freedom 
in the midst of nature. He wanted to develop a community 
where teachers and students could live together on the 
traditional Gurukul pattern. He set up his first school at 
Shantiniketan near Bolpur. 

During the First World War Rabindranath agitated against 
the internment of Mrs. Annie Besant and conversal support 
for her election as the Congress President. He read his poem 
India’s Prayer at the plenary session of the Congress in 1917 
held at Calcutta. During 1920-21 Rabindranath visited a 
number of European Countries and U.S.A. to solicit support 
of the intellectuals for the newly set up Vishwa Bharati. 

During 1920-30 the major concern of Rabindranath was 
to put Viswa Bharati on a sound financial footing. For this 
purpose he again undertook a global tour. In 1930 he was 
invited to deliver the Hibbert Lectures at Oxford. The lectures 
were published in the form of a book under the title Religion 
of Man. 

Rabindranath was a literary colossus of his age. He was 
not only one of the greatest literary figures of India but of 
the whole world. He has left a mark on almost all the genres 
of literature such as poetry, short story, drama, dance-drama, 
novel, literary criticism, autobiography, diary, translation, 
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reminiscences and essay. His complete works in Bangla run 
into 26 volumes. The canvass of his writings in English is 
also fairly large and diverse. He translated a large part of 
his Bengali poems and few plays into English. He also 
translated a few poems of his contemporaries and religious 
lyrics of medieval saints written both in Bengali and Hindi. 
In addition to these translations, his original writings in 
English, mostly essays form a substantial part of his total 
work. These English writings of Rabindranath have been 
edited by Sisir Kumar Das and published by Sahitya Academy. 

Rabindranath has influenced a whole generation of Indian 
authors in different languages. 

Rabindranath was an impressive speaker. He had an 
alert mind. and responded to the changing situation in the 
country and the world till the last days of his life. In 1931 
the seventieth birth anniversary of Rabindranath was 
celebrated in Calcutta. Leading intellectuals from India and 
abroad paid homage to him. The tributes were collected in 
a volume titled Golden Book of Tagore. 

When Subhas Bose developed differences with Mahatma 
Gandhi during the years 1938-39 and Gandhiji planned to 
expel Subhas from the Congress Rabindranath came out in 
support of the young revolutionary. He hailed Subhas as 
Deshnayak or leader of the Country. 

Rabindranath was the creator of two national anthems 
Jan-Gan-Man and Amar Sonar Bengla. Jan-Gan-Man is the 
national song of India and Amar Sonar Bangla that of 
Bangladesh. Jan Gan Man was first song on 27th December 
1911 by Tagore himself on the second day of the Indian 
National Congress session held at Calcutta. Subhas Bose 
while in Germany adopted Jan Gan Man as the national 
anthem of free India. The beauty of the song is that it defines 
India as the union of all provinces. It refers to the history of 
India and its composite culture. The song was later adopted 
by the Constituent Assembly. 

Rabindranath was not a purely abstract thinker and poet. 
He was much concerned with the outstanding problems of 
his country and the world and he frankly expressed his 
reactions about them. There runs a social theme in the writings 
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of Rabindranath. His God is to be found among the poorest 
lowliest and lost. 


“Here is thy footstool and there rest thy feet where 
live the poorest, and lowliest, and lost. 

When I try to bow to thee, my obeisance cannot 
reach down to the depth where thy feet rest among 
the poorest, lowliest, and lost. 

Pride can never approach to where thou walkest 
in the clothes of the humble among the poorest, and 
lowliest, and lost. 

My heart can never find its way to where thou 
keepest company with the companionless among the 
poorest, the lowliest, and the lost.” 


The poet calls upon his countrymen to leave their chanting 
and singing and search God where the tiller is tilling the 
hard ground: 


“Leave this chanting and singing and telling of beads! 
Whom dost thou worship in this lonely dark corner 
of a temple with doors all shut? Open thine eyes 
and see thy God is not before thee! 

He is there where the tiller is tilling the hard 
ground and where the pathmaker is breaking stones. 
He is with them in sun and in shower, and his garment 
is covered with dust. Put off thy holy mantle and 
even like him come down on the dusty soil! 

Deliverance? Where is the deliverance to be found? 
Our master himself has joyfully taken upon him the 
bonds of creation; he is bound with us all for ever. 

Come out of thy meditations and leave aside thy 
flowers and incences! What harm is there if thy clothes 
become tattered and stained? Meet him and stand 
by him in toil and in sweat of thy brow.” 


Rabindranath was convinced about the historic role of 
India as a unifier. He welcomed the contributions of the 
East and the West towards a common enrichment of humanity. 
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Rabindranath passed away at Calcutta on 7 August 1941. 
Humayun Kabir has summed the life and work of 
Rabindranath Tagore in the following words. “In considering 
Tagore’s life work one is again and again struck by the 
amazing versatility of his genius. He was essentially a poet 
but his interests were not confirmed to poetry. In sheer 
quantity of work few writers can equal him. His writings 
include more then a thousand poems and over two thousand 
songs in addition to a large number of short stories, novels 
dramatic works and essays on the most diverse topics. In 
quality too he has reached heights which have been trodden 
and that too rarely by only the noblest among men. He was 
a musician of the highest order. He took to painting when 
he was almost seventy and yet produced with in ten years 
about three thousand pictures some of then of exceptional 
quality. In addition, he made notable contributions to religious 
and educational thought, to politics and social reform, to 
rural regeneration and economic reconstruction. His 
achievements in all these fields are so great that they mark 
him out as one of the greatest sons of India and indeed one 
who has a message for the entire mankind. 
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190. Tandon, Purushottam DAS (1882-1961) 


Purushottam Das Tandon, fondly called Rajarshi by his 
admirers was born at Allahabad (U.P.) on 1 August 1882 
at Allahabad. He belonged to a middle class family. 

Tandon graduated from the Muir Central College, 
Allahabad in 1904. He qualified for a degree in Law and 
obtained a Master’s degree in History. He was influenced 
by Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya and Lala Lajpat Rai in his 
public career. He booked upon Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel as - 
his model in Politics. 

Tandon started his legal practice in 1908 as a junior to 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru in Allahabad High Court. He served 
as the Law Minister of the Nabha State during 1914-17. 

Tandon joined the Indian National Congress when he 
was a student. He was expelled from the college for a year 
on account of his nationalistic activities. In 1906 he represented 
Allahabad at the All India Congress Committee. He presided 
over the Provincial Congress Committee in 1923. 

Tandon participated. in all the freedom movements from 
1918 onwards and went to jail seven times. 

Tandon was the speaker of the Legislative Assembly of 
U.P. during 1937-38 and again during 1948. The members of 
the House were all praise for him for his impartial role. 

Tandon was elected to the constituent Assembly in 1946 
to the Lok Sabha in 1952 and to the Rajya Sabha in 1956. He 
was elected president of the Congress Party in 1950 but had 
to resign on account Of his differences with the Prime Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlal: Nehru. 

Tandon was intimately connected with the promotion of 
Hindi and. was the guiding spirit of the Hindi Sahitya 
Sammelan for a number of years. On 3 October 1960 he was 
presented a commemoration volume by Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
the President of India. =~ 

Tandon was a deeply religious man. He had high regard 
for the ancient Indian Values.:He was austere and assertive 
in his personal life. He passed away on 1 July, 1961. 
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191. Tara Singh, Master (1885-1967) 


Master Tara Singh was born in the village of Hayal in the 
Rawalpindi District (now in Pakistan) in a Hindu family on 
24 June, 1885. He embraced Sikhism in 1902. 

Master Tara Singh studied at mission high school 
Rawalpindi and Khalsa College, Amritsar. He was a student 
leader. He took a diploma in teaching from the training 
College, Lahore and worked as Headmaster of the Khalsa 
High School at Lyallpur for sometime. 

Master Tara Singh participated in the Gurdwara Reform 
Movement and came to the forefront of Sikh Politics in 1920s. 
He continued to play a significant role in the politics of 
Punjab and was imprisoned many times. 

Master Tara Singh opposed the Nehru report on the 
ground that if failed to solve the problem of miniorities 
particularly of the Sikhs. He was opposed to the Unionist 
Party Government led by Sir Sikandar Hyat Khan. He opposed 
the partition of India tooth and nail and raised the demand 
of an independent Punjab a counter blast to check the Muslim 
League’s demand for the inclusion of the entire Punjab in 
Pakistan. 

After independence Master Tara Singh agitated for the 
establishment of a Punjabi speaking State under the Indian 
Constitution. He undertook a fast into death for this purpose 
in 1961. On 1 November 1966 Punjab was divided into three 
states: Punjab comprising the predominantly Punjabi speaking 
areas, Haryana made up of the Hindi speaking districts, 
and Himachal Pradesh consisting of the Hilly areas. 

Master Tara Singh was also active in the fields of 
journalism and education. He helped in establishing Khalsa 
College in Bombay and Guru Nanak Engineering College at 
Ludhiana. He passed away on 22 November, 1967 at 
Chandigarh. 
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192. Tatya Tope (1813-1859) 


Tatya Tope was born in 1813 in a Brahmin family in Poona. 
His father shifted his family to Bithur where Tatya grew up 
in the company of Nana Dhondu Pant Peshwa and Laxmi 
Bai. All these three personalities played an important role 
in the revolt of 1857. 

Tatya Tope was instrumental in establishing the authority 
of Nana Saheb in May 1857 in Kanpur. He became the 
commander-in-chief of Nana Saheb’s forces and fought a 
number of pitched battles with the British. He captured 
Gwalior and declared Nana Saheb as the Peshwa. But before 
long he was defeated, he continued Guerrilla warfare in 
Central India. He was captured on 8 April 1859 and hanged 
at Sipri on 18 April, 1859 after a short trial. 


References 


Dharm Pal, Tatya Tope. 
S.N. Sen, Eighteen Fifty Seven. 
R.C. Majumdar, The Revolt of 1857. 


193. Thakkar Bapa (1869-1951) 


Thakkar Bapa’s original name was Amritlal. He was born 
at Bhavnagar, (Gujarat) on 29 November 1869. His family 
belonged to a business community. He had his early education 
at Bhavnagar. He studied Civil Engineering at Poona and 
obtained his degree in 1890. Thakkar Bapa learnt the first 
lessons in social service from his parents. 

From 1890 to 1900 Thakkar Bapa served as an engineer 
in the various states of Kathiawar. In 1900 he went to Uganda 
for three years to serve there as Railway engineer. On his 
return he served in Sanghli state and come in contact with 
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Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Dhondo Keshav Karve. He joined 
the Bombay Municipality in 1894 and did a lot of work for 
the depressed classes. He resigned from his service in 1914 
and joined the Servants of India Society. 

Thakkar Bapa was introduced to Gandhiji in 1915 on 
the later’s arrival from South Africa. Bapa organised 
cooperative societies for the sweepers in Bombay. 

Thakkar Bapa acted as the secretary of the Harijan Sevak 
Singh for a number of years from 1938 to 1942 he worked 
for the welfare of the aboriginal tribes and backward classes. 
He was a member of the constituent Assembly and a trustee 
of the Gandhi National Memorial Find. He was presented a 
Commemoration Volume on the completion of his 80th 
birthday. He passed away on 19 January 1951. 
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194. Tilak, Bal Gangadhar (1856-1920) 


Bal Gangadhar Tilak was born on 23 July 1856 at Ratnagiri 
in Maharashtra. He belonged to an orthodox Brahmin family. 
His forefathers had held high position in the service of the 
Peshwas. However the financial position of his family was 
not good when he was born. His father, a scholar of Sanskrit 
served as a school teacher. 

Tilak received his education at Poona. He passed his 
B.A. in the first division in 1876 with Mathematics and Sanskrit 
as his special subjects of Study. He obtained a law degree in 
1879. 

Tilak helped in the founding of the Deccan Education 
Society and the Fergusson College in 1885. He was radical 
in politics but a conservative in social outlook. 

The members of the Deccan Education Society had started 
two newspapers the Kesari and the Mahratta. Tilak acquired 
complete control over these papers by 1890. He expressed 
his views on the current social, economic and political issues 
in the columns of these papers which became the mouthpieces 
of the growing radicalism in Maharashtra. 
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During the 1896-97 plague outbreak in Maharashtra, Tilak 
criticised the Government for its inept handling of the 
epidemic. The dissatisfaction of the people found expression 
in the murder of a British officer Mr. Rand on 22 June 1897 
at Poona. Tilak was accused of sedition. He was tried and 
sentenced to eighteen months imprisonment. 

Tilak wanted to give Congress a mass base. His views 
differed from those of the Moderates in the Party. He expressed 
his views on Swaraj at the Calcutta session of the Congress 
in 1906. The session was presided over by Dadabhai Naoroji, 
the grand old man of India. Tilak told his countrymen that 
their future rested entirely in their own hands. If they really 
meant to be free, they could be so. For this they were required 
to have the power of active resistance. Tilak exhorted the 
people not to assist the Government in the collection of 
revenue. The people were advised not to assist the 
Government beyond the national frontiers. If the people could 
carry out the programme of national education, Swadeshi 
and Boycott they could be free in no time. Tilak aroused 
Indians to demand Swarajya as a matter of right. This was 
a new language for the freedom fighters. It gave them self 
confidence and a will to crusade against injustice. 

There was an open split between the moderates and the 
extremists at the Surat session of the Indian National Congress 
held under the Presidentship of Dr. Rashbihari Ghosh. Tilak 
and his followers were expelled from the congress. 

In 1908 Tilak was charged for exciting people against 
the Government. He was tried and sent to Mandalay Jail in 
Burma for six years. He was released from there on 17 July 
1914. | ’ 

After his release from the jail Tilak along with Mrs. Annie 
Besant launched the Home Rule Movement for obtaining 
autonomy within the British Empire. The movement was at 
its peak in 1916. Mrs. Besant became very popular among 
Indian leaders and she was elected as the Congress President 
in 1917 (Calcutta). Tilak toured the different parts of the 
country to propagate the idea of Home Rule and became 
the national hero. . © 

Although Tilak was not satisfied with the Government 
of India Act, 1919 he was inclined to give it a fair trial. 
Unfortunately he died in Bombay on 1 August 1920 paving 
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the way for Mahatma Gandhi to take the reins of leadership 
of the freedom movement. 

Tilak led a simple and austere life. He was an erudite 
scholar. His there works are well known His first book The 
Orion was published in 1893. The book put the antiquity of 
the Vedas back to 5000 BC. His second book The Arctic Home 
of the Vedas was published in 1903. The book propounded 
the theory that the birth place of the Aryans was the Arctic 
region, which was supposed to be round the North Pole. 
Tilak’s third and the most popular book is The Gita Rahasya. 
It is an exhaustive commentary on the Bhagavad Gita the 
foremost scripture of the Hindus. Tilak wrote the book in 
the Mandlay Jail. The book advocates an activist philosophy 
and is considered an authoritative interpretation of the Gita. 
Tilak started Shivaji and Ganesh festivals with a view to 
awaken people to the ancient heritage of the land. 
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195. Udham Singh, Sardar (1899-1940) 


Sardar Udham Singh was born on 28 December 1899 at 
Seenam in District Sangrur (Punjab). He belonged to a poor 
peasant family. He lost his father died when he was in his 
teens. He was brought up in a Sikh orphanage. 

Sardar Udham Singh was an eye witness to the Jallianwala 
Bagh massage on 13 April 1913. He decided to kill Michael 
O’ Dwyer, the Governor of Punjab who was the real author 
of the tragedy. He waited for an opportunity for 21 years. 
He got this opportunity on 13 March 1940 when at a meeting 
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in London he fired shot at Michael O’Dwyer fell to the ground 
never regained consciousness and died soon afterwards. 
Sardar Udham Singh was tried and sentenced to death. He 
was hanged on 31 July 1940. 
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196. Vidyarthi, Ganesh Shankar (1890-1931) 


Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi was born in 1890 at Fatehpur 
near Kanpur. He studied at Gwalior and Allahabad. He 
started his career as a school teacher. From 1911 to 1913 he 
worked on the editorial staff of the Hindi monthly magazine 
Saraswati. In 1913 he started his own Hindi paper the Pratap 
from Kanpur. He continued to be its editor till his death 
in bos. 

Vidyarthi was a fearless journalist. He championed the 
cause of peasants of Uttar Pradesh and condemned the 
cruelties of the Zamindars. He was charged by Government 
for spreading unrest and was arrested. Vidyarathi held various 
positions in the Congress organisation. He was Chairman of 
the Reception Committee of the All India Congress Committee 
session held at Kanpur in 1925. He was a member of the 
U.P. Legislative Council during the period 1926-29 Vidyarthi 
became the President of the U.P. Congress Committee in 
1930 and Dictator of the Satyagraha Movement in U.P. during 
the Civil Disobedience Movement. In March 1931 communal 
riots broke out in Kanpur. Vidyarthi was killed by a rioter 
on 25 March, 1931. He was just forty one years old at the 
time of his martyrdom. 
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197. Vidyasagar, Iswar Chandra (1820-1891) 


Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was born on 26 September 1820 
in the village of Birsingha in Midnapore district of West 
Bengal. He belonged to a poor Brahmin family. 

Ishwar Chandra had his early education at his village 
Pathshala. He had his advanced education in Sanskrit at 
Sanskrit College, Calcutta. During 1829-42 he studied Sanskrit 
in its various branches such as literature, Vedanta, Smriti, 
Nyaya, Alankar and Jyotish. Ishwar Chandra also learnt 
English side by side with Sanskrit. 

In 1841 Ishwar Chandra entered Government service and 
worked as the Head Pandit in the College of Fort William. 
In 1850 he became a professor of Sanskrit in the Sanskrit 
College. Ishwar Chandra was appointed special Inspector 
of school for the Districts of Hooghly, Midnapore, Burdwan 
and Nadia. He established a number of Vernacular schools 
for boys as well as girls in there arees. This was not liked 
by the Government and Ishwar Chandra resigned from the 
Government service in 1858. 

Ishwar Chandra was made an Honorary Member of the 
Royal Asiatic Society of England in 1864. He loved the poor 
and the downtrodden and was known for his philanthropy. 
He founded the Metropolitan College in 1864 and was 
associated with the working of a member of public institutions. 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar held progressive views. He 
encouraged widow remarriage and female education. He 
laid the foundations of modern Bengali language. He 
contributed articles to a number of journals. 
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198. Vijayvargiya, Shyamnarayan 
(b. 31 October, 1924) 


Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya belongs to that category of nation 
builders who played an active role in freedom struggle 
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without any selfish motive but once freedom was achieved 
they kept themselves aloof from the lust of power and devoted 
all their energies to the making of modern India through 
the constructive programme in its manifold aspect, sarvodaya 
movement with the aim of ushering into a just social order 
and creation of value based literature as an effective vehicle 
for changing man and his milieu. The rich experienced gained 
through the ups and downs of the freedom struggle on the 
one hand and the gradual collapse of the high ideals during 
the past few decades of post-independence period have 
served as a solid background for the literary creations of 
Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya. The freedom fighter turned 
novelist, has through his multifarious writings, placed before 
his readers a penetrating diagnosis of the present maladies 
and pointed a way towards their possible remedies. 

Shyamnarayan Vijayavargiya was born at Guna in Madhya 
Pradesh on 31 October 1924 in a middle class Vaish family. 
His father Lakshmi Narayan Vijayavargiya was an advocate 
by profession. His mother Narayani Devi was very indulgent 
towards him. Vijayavargiya was more interested in games 
than in his studies. He was never:a brilliant student. He was 
educated at Guna Gwalior and Madhav College, Ujjain and 
gave up his studies in 1942 to participate in the Quit India 
movement of 1942. He resumed his studies in 1945 when he 
passed his intermediate examination from Udaipur in 1947 
and completed his B.A. in 1959 from Guna Degree College. 

Vijayvargiya was married to Lakshmi Devi on 7 May 
1943 when he was 19 years of age. Although his wife came 
from a rather rich family she adjusted herself to the life 
pattern of her husband and helped him in all his public 
activities. 

Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya in his public and literary 
activities has been indebted to two of his friends Dr. 
Premchand Vijayavargiya and Shivcharan Mathur. Dr. Prem 
Chand is a distuinguished writer and critic of Hindi and 
has taught at the Vanasthali Vidyapeeth for 35 years. He 
has also edited a book on Shyamnarayan Vijayavargiya 
bringing out the various facets of his life and work. 

Shivcharan Mathur has been the Chief Minister of Rajasthan 
and a member of Parliament for many years. The three friends 
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during their student days had vowed to serve the mother 
India throughout their life and have adhered to it. 

Shyamnarayan lost his father in 1948 when he was just 
24 years of age. The whole burden of the joint family fell on 
his shoulders. He carried out his responsibility to the best 
of his ability. 

Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya was drawn towards the 
freedom movement in 1930 when he came in contact with 
Gopikrishna Vijayavargiya. Gopikrishana was a close relative 
and later became the Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. He 
persuaded the family of Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya to collect 
all the foreign clothes and make a bonfire thereof. 

Shyamnarayan Vijayavargiya started taking interest in 
the eradication of untouchability by 1935-36. Certain 
conservative members of the community excommunicated 
his family but since the family was will established the 
excommunication could not do any harm. 

The company of Gopikrishna was responsible for 
stimulating in Shyamnarayan an abiding interest in political 
activities which found expression in organising students 
processions from time to time. The Indian National Congress 
had passed the resolution for complete independence in 1929 
and January 26 was assured as a day of freedom every year. 
The occasion was marked by processions and public meetings 
where patriotic songs were recited. In addition to participating 
in these ventures Shyamnarayan also became a scout and took 
liking for the programmes of the local Arya Samaj which 
intended emphasis on character building, recreation of India’s 
past glory and lectures on social problems. The eradication 
of untouchabiloity and women empowerment were too major 
social issues addressed to by Arya Samaj. The atmosphere of 
the country was undergoing a seachange. The socialistic and 
communistic ideas had reached India and were stirring the 
sensitive souls of the young generation. There was no dearth 
of idealism. The martyrdom of Yatindranath Das, Sardar Bhagat 
Singh, Bhagvaticharan Vohra and Chandra Shekhar Azad had 
electrified the youth. All these events and trends had their 
impact on the impressionable mind of Shyamnarayan 
Vijayavargiya. They became permanent ingredients in his 
mental make up and guided his footsteps in his public and 
literary pursuits. 


Profiles of Freedom Fighters 339 


The World War II broke out in September 1939 and India 
was declared a belligerent country without consulting the 
Central or Provincial Legislatures. The Congress resented 
this undemocratic procedure and asked the British 
Government to declare its war aims. The government’s 
response to the demand was vague. As a result the Congress 
ministries in eight provinces resigned. Meanwhile Japan 
entered the War in December 1941 on behalf of the Axis | 
powers. The British Government sent out Sir Stafford Cripps 
to India to resolve the constitutional crisis. However the 
Cripps Mission proved an utter failure. On 8th August, 1942 
the All India Congress Committee passed the Quit India 
resolution at Bombay. On the next morning members of the 
Congress Working Committee were arrested. This was a 
prelude to Quit India Movement throughout the country. 

During the Quit India Movement Shyamnarayan 
Vijayvargiya was a student of the Madhav College, Ujjain. 
He was nineteen years of age. Still he participated in the 
movement. He along with his fellow students distributed 
literature concerning the movement and carried out a number 
of anti-British demonstrations and processions. His own house 
at Ujjain became the headquarters for directing the movement. 
He collected money by manufacturing tricolour flags and 
badges which were sold by door to door canvassing. He 
also made a deep study of the Gandhian literature, particularly 
his technique of Satyagraha during this period. Shyamnarayan 
remained underground upto 1945 and kept close touch with 
the leaders like Ram Manohar Lohia, Aruna Asaf Ali and 
Jay Prakash Naryan who kept on directing the movement 
sercretly. 

Following the subsidence of the Quit India Movement. 
Shyamnarayan Vijayavargiya came into contact with Manakya 
Lal Varma who had chiefly concerned himself with the 
questions of tribal peoples, particularly the Bhils (a tribal 
community in Mewar). They were being exploited at the 
hands of the government. By a system of Satyagraha, 
demonstrations and petitions, Varma sought to direct the 
attention of the State to the various problems faced by the 
tribals. He encouraged the opening of educational institutions 
for the Bhils who were taught certain arts and crafts. 
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Shyamnarayan Vijayavargiya conducted such a school in 
the tribal area of Udaipur under the guidance of Manakya 
Lal Varma whose daughter Sushila was married to his bosom 
friend to Shivcharan Mathur. Whin his father fell seriously 
ill Shyamkrishna returned to his home. Following his recovery 
the father tried to settle Shyam in some business at a nearby 
village. Shyam found that the village thanedar had created 
a reign of terror and was on small pretexts extracting bribes 
from the simple villagers. Shyam organised the people against 
the police repression. The thanedar had to relent and he 
returned all the money he had taken from the people as 
gratification. Shyamnarayan though successful in public 
service was a miserable failure in business. He left the Village 
Ukavad and joined the office of the M.P. Provincial Committee 
as its secretary. In this capacity he toured the different regions 
of the state and was exposed to its varied problems. The 
death of his father in 1948 forced him to return to home and 
look after the family affairs. 

Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya had an opportunity to spend 
some days at Sevagram, Wardha with Gandhiji in 1946. He 
participated ina socialist conference in Guna. He also attended 
a Sarvodaya Conference in Mahu in 1948. The speeches of © 
Vinoba Bhave stirred him to_the soul. He also participated 
in the activities of the Congress Organisation in territories 
of the Indian states. The people being under Indian rulers 
suffered two types of tyrannies—the one of the British 
Government and the other of Indian rulers. 

Shyamnarayan Vijayavargiya from 1950s to present day 
has been participating in various public activities. He. has 
been actively associated with the Servants of India Society. 
Congress and Praja Socialist Parties and various popular 
movements waged against corruption. He courted imprison- 
ment in some of there movements. He was a member of the 
Hindi Publishers Association for a number of years in late 
eighties. He has also worked for the promotion of Hindi 
and has been honoured by the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan. 

A number of other organisations which have honoured 
Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya include M.P. State (1973) 
Education Department, Guna Division (1983), District 
Congress Committee Guna, M.P. (1985), M.P. Hindu 
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Mahasabha, Guna (1987), Freedom Fighters Association, Kota, 
Rajasthan (1988), The Golden Jubilee Celebrations Committee 
for the 1942 Movement M.P. (1942) 

Shyamnarayan took to pen seriously 1975 and has tried 
to analyse some of the most pressing social problems of the 
country through his novels. He has so far published more 
than a dozen novels. The problems which he has dealt are 
casteism, communalism, terrorism, regionalism, linguism 
corruption, family relations, economic backwardness. Some 
of his notable works are Sankalp, Parinati, Apna Desh, Rajshri, 
Poornata Ki Khoj, Kaumi Ekta, Pirhi Dev Pirhi. 

Even at the age of 75 Shyamnarayan Vijayvargiya is 
engaged in writing and building an Ashram at Guna. 
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199. Vivekananda, Swami (1863-1902) 


Swami Vivekananda was born in an upper middle class 
Kayastha family on 12 January 1863 at Calcutta. His family 
name was Narendranath Dutta. 

Narendranath studied at the Presidency College and the 
Scottish Church College, Calcutta. He passed his B.A. 
examination in 1884. 

Narendranath was restless as a student. He came in contact 
with some of the well known personalities of his time such 
as Maharshi Debendranath Tagore, Keshab Chandra Sen and 
Shivnath Shastri. He also studied eastern and Western 
philosophy. But he was not satisfied and desired to find out 
a man who had himself seen god. He came in contact with 
Sri Ramkrishna Paramhansa in 1882. He was satisfied in his 
search for God by Sri Ramkrishna and gradually surrendered 
to him. 

Swami Ramkrishna passed away on 16 August 1886. 
Before his death he entrusted the responsibility of ac i 
out his work to Narendranath. 
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Narendranath organised his brother disciples who took 
formal Sanyasa and new names. Narendranath himself took 
the name of Vivekananda. 

Swami Vivekananda toured the whole of India during 
1888-89 and 1890. During his third trip he went as far as 
Kanyakumari, the southernmost part of the country. He 
realised that religion was the life blood of India. The nation 
could flourish again if it was made conscious of its age old 
civilization and religion. 

Swami Vivekananda went to Chicago to participate in 
the Parliament of Religions. He was introduced to the 
Parliament by Professor J.H. Wright of Harward University. 
He also received help from Mrs. G.W. Hale of Chicago. 

The Parliament of Religions. opened on 11 September 
1893. Swami Vivekanand started his address with the words 
Sisters and Brothers of America. His opening words made 
a tremendous impact and he became world figure overnight. 
He spoke 11 times on different occasions in the parliament. 

The Parliament of Religions was over on 27 September 
1893. After it Swami Vivekananda toured the different cities 
of America and spoke on major aspects of religion and 
civilization. In 1895 he settled in New York and opened a 
centre there for regular classes. From America Vivekananda 
went to England and came back to India towards the end of 
1895. He went to England again in 1896 and toured the 
continent. He came back to India in early 1897. He established 
the Ramkrishna Mission on 1 August 1897 and the Belur 
Math on 9 December 1898. 

He again went to Newyork in June 1899. He attended 
the Congress of the History of Religions at Paris. He returned 
“back to Belur Math towards the end of 1900. He passed 
away on 4 July 1902 at Belur Math. The complete works of 
Swami Vivekananda are available in eight volumes in English. 
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200. Waddedar, Preetilata (1911-1932) 


Preetilata was born on 13 May 1911 ina middle class Kayastha 
family of Chittagong. 

She was attracted towards the revolutionary activities 
from her childhood. She passed the Intermediate examination 
from the Dakka Board in 1930. She came in contact with the 
supreme revolutionary leader Surya Sen famous as Masterda. 
She raided the European Club at Pahartali on 24 September 
1932 along with eight colleagues. Casualties were high. Preeti 
swallowed poison and dropped dead. 
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R.C. Majumdar, History of the Freedom Movement in India, Vol. Il. 


201. Wedderburn, Sir William (1838-1918) 


Sir William Wedderburn was born on 25 March 1838 at 
Edinburgh, Scotland. He belonged to a family of great 
antiquity. A number of his family members had close 
association with India. Wedderburn studied at the University 
of Edinburgh and qualified in the Indian Civil Service 
examination in 1859. He remained in the Indian Civil Service 
from 1860 to 1887 and served in the different parts of the 
country. He retired in 1887 when he was the chief secretary 
of the Government of Bombay. He was interested in the 
problems of the famine poverty of the Indian peasantry 
agricultural indebtedness and village Panchayats. 

Wedderburn was associated with the activities of the 
Indian National Congress since its birth. He presided over 
the annual session of the Congress in 1889 (Bombay) and 
1910 (Allahabad). He was a member of the British House of 
Commons in the late 90s of the nineteenth century and sought 
to voice the grievances of India. 
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202. Yashpal (1904-1992) 


Yashpal was born in 1904 in the Kangra District of the 
Punjab. He belonged to a middle class family. He studied 
at the Gurukul Kangri Hardwar and National College, Lahore 
during his stay at the National College, he came in contact 
with Sardar Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad and 
Bhagvati Charan Vohra. He married Prakashwati Kapoor 
during his imprisonment. 

Yashpal was closely associated with the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Army led by Chandra Shekhar Azad. 
Yashpal and his associates learnt bomb making. On 24 
December 1920 Yashpal and Bhagwati Charan bombed the 
Viceroy’s train at Delhi. The Viceroy escaped unhurt. Yashpal 
was arrested in December 1931 at Allahabad. He remained 
in jail till 1938. 

Yashpal was an eminent author of Hindi. He has written 
novels short stories and biographies. Some of his major works 
are: Simhavlokan (an autobiography in three parts), Deshdrohi 
Party Comrade, Manushya Ka Roop, Jhoota Sach, Divya, Marxvad 
and Gandhivad Ki Shav Pariksha. 

Yashpal passed away on 2 June 1922. 
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203. Zakir Hussain (1897-1969) 


Dr. Zakir Hussain was born at Hyderabad on 8 February 
1897. He belonged to a Pathan family of the upper middle 
class. His forefathers had settled at Qainganj in the District 
of Farrukhabad Uttar Pradesh. He lost his father when he 
was just ten years old. 
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Dr. Zakir Hussain studied at a Islamic School in Etawah 
and M.A.O. College at Aligarh. He was associated with the 
founding of the Jamia Milia Islamia on 29 October 1920. 

Dr. Zakir Hussain went to Berlin for higher studies and 
obtained Ph.D. in Economics. He became the Vice Chancellor 
of the Jamia in 1926. 

Dr. Zakir Hussain worked out the details of the Basic 
Education as enunciated by Mahatma Gandhi. He acted as 
the President of the Hindustani Talimi Sangh, Sevagram, 
from 1938 to 1948. In 1948 he was appointed the Vice 
Chancellor of the Aligarh Muslim University. He was 
nominated to the Rajya Sabha and served on the Executive 
board of the UNESCO from 1956 to 1958. In 1957 he was 
appointed the Governor of Bihar. He was elected Vice 
President of India in 1962. In 1967 he was elected President 
of India. He passed away on 3 May 1969. 

Dr. Zakir Hussain was a dedicated scholar. He translated 
Plato’s Republic and Cannon’s Elementary Political Economy in 
Urdu. He also brought out a book an Mahatma Gandhi in 
German. His Convocation addresses have been published 
under the title The Dynamic University. 

He excelled in writing stories for children. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF FREEDOM 
STRUGGLE 


MAJOR DATES 
EVENTS: 1757-1947 


1787 Clive appointed Governor of Fort William Bengal. 
Robert Clive (1725-74) was the founder of the 
British authority in India. He was criticised for 
his misdeeds and in 1774 took his own life. 


1757-60 First Administration of Clive as Governor of 
Bengal. 


1757-63 The Third Anglo-French Carnatic War. The French 
lost the war and their dream of establishing 
French empire is India was lost for ever. 23 
June. 


L757 The battle of Plassey. The battle was fought at 
the place called Plassey 22 miles south of 
Murshidabad. Sirajuddaula the Nawab of Bengal 
lost the battle due to the treachery of his general 
Mir Jaffar. The English army consisted of 950 
European infantry, 100 European artillery 50 
English sailors and 21000 Indian sepoys. The 
Nawab’s army consisted of 50000 soldiers. The 
total casualties were 65 on the Company’s side 
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1758 


1759-60 


1760-61 


1761 


1763 


and 500 in the Nawab’s army. A result of the 
victory in the battle of Plassey the English became 
virtual master of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 
Sirajuddaula, the Nawab of Bengal lost the battle 
due to the treachery of his general Mir Jaffar. 


Shah Alam the heir apparent to the throne of 
Delhi invaded Bihar. He was defeated by Clive. 


Shah Alam attacked Bihar for the second time 
put was again defeated. In 1760 the Raja of 
Birbhum Azad-Ul-Zaman took up arms against 
the British. He sent an invitation to the Mughal 
Emperor Shah Alam to invade Bengal. In April 
1760 the Emperor’s forces advanced into 
Birbhum. It faced the combined opposition of 
the Nawab of Bengal and the British forces. 
Shah Alam retreated. The English forced Mir 
Jaffar to abdicate in favour of his son in law 
Mir Kasim. 


Shah Alam attacked Bihar for the third time. 
He was again defeated. Secret conspirary between 
the Maharaja of Bardwan and the Raja of 
Birbhum to drive away the English from Bengal. 
July, The Maharaja of Burdwan rose in open 
rebellion against the British but the rebellion 
was crushed. 20 October. Mir Kasim placed on 
the throne of Bengal. 


14 January. The third battle of Panipat between 
the Marathas and Ahmad Shah Abdali was 
fought on 14 January 1761. The Marathas were 
defeated. The Maratha casualties were estimated 
at 75,000. There was not a house in Maharashtra 
that had not to mourn the loss of a member. 
The entire generation of leaders was act off at 
one stroke. The Maratha dream of a establishing 
an all India empire was lost for ever. 


Mir Kasim made a serious effort to reorganize 
his army. He was involved in a quarrel with 
the British over the question of the transit duties. 
He was defeated. , 
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The Sanyasi revolt in Bengal. The establishment 
of the British rule in Bengal in 1757 the famine 
of 1770 and the callousness on the part of the 
Company’s stooges brought untold miseries to 
the people. The Sanyasis espoused the popular 
cause and organised raids on the Company’s 
factories. They were crushed by Warren Hastings. 


20 February. On the death of Mir Jaffar early 
in 1765 his son Nizam Ud Daulah was allowed 
to succeed. According to a treaty of 20 February 
1765 the defence of the country passed into the 
hands of the English. The Nawab was permitted 
to keep so many troops as would be necessary 
for the collection of the revenue and 
administration of justice. 


12 August. Shah Alam II the fugitive Mughal 
Emperor granted the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa to the East India Company on 
payment of an annual tribute of twenty six lakhs 
of rupees. The emperor by this fireman became 
a pensioner of the East India Company. The 
system legalised the political gains of the 
Company in Bengal. 

The First Anglo-Mysore War. The War between 
the English and Hyder Ali continued for one 
and a half year. Hyder Ali was victorious. The 
English concluded a treaty with him on 4 April, 
1767. The treaty was based on mutual restitution 
of each others’ territories and a defensive alliance 
between the two. 


A severe famine in Bengal. The famine claimed 
one-third population of Bengal. No relief 
measures worth the name were undertaken by 
the Government. The Company’s servants made 
large profits. 


Administration of Warren Hastings as Governor 
ot Bengal. 


‘uring the administration of Warren Hastings 
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1772-1833 
1773 


1774 


1774-85 


1775-82 


as the Governor of Bengal, the English became 
de facto rulers of the Province. 


Life and Times of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 


The Regulating Act passed by the British 
Parliament. The Act remodelled the constitution 
of the East India Company both in England 
and in India. The British Cabinet was firm the 
right of controlling Indian affairs. In Bengal a 
collegiate Government was created consisting 
of a governor general and four members of the 
Council. The vote of majority was to bind the 
Council. The Act empowered the Crown to 
establish by Charter a Supreme Court of 
Judicature. The Regulating Act was the first 
serious attempt made by England to organise 
government in India. 


The Supreme Court established at Calcutta. The 
trial and execution of Nand Kumar. Nand Kumar 
began his career as a minor revenue officer of 
the East India Company. He helped the Company 
in its fight against Sirajuddaulah and became 
a great favourite of Clive. But later he turned 
against the Company. He entered into 
correspondence with the French authorities to 
drive away the British. He was tried for forgery 
before the Supreme Court of Calcutta. He was 
sentenced to death. It is generally believed that 
Nand Kumar suffered at the hands of the British 
government on account of his patriotic activities. 
He ranks as the first martyr for the cause of 
India’s freedom. 


Administration of Warren Hastings as Governor 
General of Bengal. 


The First Anglo Maratha War. The war continued 
for seven years. The Treaty of Salbai (May, 1782) 
ended the war. The Company surrendered most 
of the territories captured by it. The war 
demonstrated Maratha strength. Birth of Bahadur 
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Shah Zafar. 
Life and Times of Kunwar Singh. 


The English were involved in a war with the 
Marathas and the French in India. On this 
occasion Hyder Ali of Mysore, almost all the 
Maratha Chiefs and Nizam of Hyderabad 
organised a grand confederacy for driving out 
the British. Hastings drew away the Nizam from 
the confederacy. The attempt failed. Syed Ghulam 
Hussain Khan in his book Seir Mutaqherin has 
given a long list of grievances against the British 
administration. The most important of these are 
as follows: _ 
1. The English officials are not accessible, and 
so people can not place their grievances before 
them. 


2. The difference in language and customs 
between the English and the Indians. 

3. The lack of personal element in administration. 

4. The English have deprived the Indians from 
gainful employment in many branches of 
administration. 

5. Partiality of the English to their own 
countrymen. 

6. The strange character of their laws and judicial 
procedure. 


The first paper, a weekly, called Bengal Gazette 
was started by J.A. Hickey. For his outspoken 
criticism of Government officials Hickey’s press 
was seized in 1782. 


The Second Anglo-Mysore War. The war 
continued for four years. Hyder Ali died on 7 
December, 1782 leaving the task unfinished to 
his son Tipu Sultan. Tired of war, the two sides 
concluded peace by the Treaty of Manglore 
(March 1784). The parties agreed to restitute 
each other’s territories. 
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1780-1793 


1786-93 


1786-1831 


1787 


1789 


1790-92 


Six papers were started in Calcutta between 
1780-1793. The editor of one of these papers 
was deported. Papers were started in other parts 
of the country. The Madras Courier was started 
in 1788 and the Bombay Herald in 1789. 16 August. 
Raja Chait Singh of Benares was arrested by 
the British troops. He revolted and fled. He 
was helped by Mahadji Sindhia. He died in 
1810. The death of Haider Ali. Eighteenth 
Century India provided favourable circumstances 
for the rese of military adventures. Hyder Alli 
(1721-1782) was one such soldier. By his military 
talent, diplomatic skill and qualities of leadership 
he become the de facto ruler of Mysore. With 
French help, he organised a powerful army and 
fought the two wars with the British. These 
wars proved in conclusive. Pitt’s India Act passed 
by the British Parliament. The Act introduced 
changes in the Company’s Home Government 
in England. It extended the control of the State 
over the Company’s affairs. In Madras, the 
earliest paper, the weekly Madras Courier was 
started. 


Administration of Cornwallis as Governor 
General of Bengal. 


Life and Times of Saiyed Ahmad of Rai Bareilly. 
He was the founder of the Wahabi movement. 


Birth of Moulvi Ahmed Ullah Shah. Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy, at the age of sixteen cherished a 
feeling of great aversion to the establishment 
of the British power in India. But when he 
reached the age of twenty, he began to associate 
with the Europeans and found them more 
intelligent, more steady and moderate in their 
conduct. 


In Bombay, the first paper, Bombay Herald 
appeared in 1789. 


The Third Anglo-Mysore War. Tipu was defeated 
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in this war and held to surrender merely half 
of his territories to the English. (March 1792) 
Malabar passed with the hands of the English 
as a result of their treaty with Tipu Sultan in 
1792. The rulers of Malabar openly defied the 
British. A series of fights took place between 
their followers and the troops of the East India 
Company. The insurrections were crushed. 


Permanent Settlement of Bengal announced. The 
settlement was effected by Lord Cornwallis. The 
zamindars were recognised owners of land a 
ten years settlement was made with them in 
1790-1793. The decennial settlement was declared 
permanent. Charter Act of 1793 passed by the 
British Parliament. According to this Act, the 
Company’s commercial privileges were entered 
for another twenty years. The position of the 
Governor-General was strengthened. 


Administration of Sir John Shore as Governor 
General of Bengal. 


Revolt of the Raja of Vizianagaram. The Company 
acted in a high handed manner towards the 
Raja of Vizianagram. It demanded a present of 
three lakhs of rupees and ordered him to disband 
his troops. The Raja refused. His estate was 
annexed. This led to revolt. The Raja received 
full support of his people. He lost his life in a 
battle in 1794. The Company relented and offered 
the estate to the deceased Raja’s son. 


There was an understanding between Zaman 
Shah of Kabul, Tipu Sultan, Sindhia, Asaf-ud- 
daulah, Nawab of Avadh and a refugee Prince 
from Delhi and Ghulam Muhammed, the 
defeated Ruhela Chief. The insurrection was 
not successful. Outbreak in the Ganjam district. 


Lord Wellesley as Governor-General of India. 
He used the subsidiary Alliance System to bring 
Indian States within the orbit of the British 
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1799-1800 


1799 


authority. A typical subsidiary Treaty was 
negotiated on the following terms: 1. The Indian 
state was to surrender its external relations to 
the core of the company. 2. A bigger state was 
to maintain an army within its territory 
commanded by British officers. 3. The state was 
to accept a British Resident at its headquarters. 
4. The state was not to employ Europeans in 
its service without the consultation of the 
Company. 5. The Company was not to interfere 
in the internal affairs of the state; and 6. The 
Company was to protect the Indian state against 
foreign enemies. The following states accepted 
the Subsidiary Alliance. 1. The Nizam of 
Hyderabad (September 1798 and 1800). 2. The 
Ruler of Mysore (1799). 3. The Raja of Tanjore 
(October 1799). 4. The Nawab of Oudh 
(November 1801) 5. The Peshwa (December 1801). 
6. The Ruler of Bihar (December 1803). 7. The 
Sindhia (December-February 1804). 8. The states 
of Jodhpur, Jaipur, Macheri, Bundi and Bharatpur. 
During Wellesley’s administration, the East India 
Company become the supreme power in India. 


Rising of Wazir Ali, the Nawab of Avadh. 
Following the death of his father Asaf-ud-daulah, 
Wazir Ali ascended the throne of Avadh at the 
age of eighteen. He was a man of independent 
disposition and conducted secret negotiations 
with the other Indian rulers to drive out the 
British. He was deposed. He rose in revolt but 
was defeated. 


The Fourth Anglo-Mysore War. As soon as Lord 
Wellesley arrived in India as Governor General 
he decided to subdue Tipu. The charge against 
him was planning intrigues with the enemies 
of the Company. The operations against Tipu 
began on 17 April and Seringapatnam fell on 
4 May, 1799. Tipu died fighting bravely. Tipu 
Sultan stands out as an outstanding personality 
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of the 18th Century India. He preferred death 
to the tame existence of a slave ruler. 


Foundation of the Fort William College in 
Calcutta for training the English officials in the 
different languages of the country. The College 
had a Bengali section with William Carey as its 
head. Under his inspiration Bengali books were 
written in prose. The Hindi scholar at the college 
prepared Hindi books and laid the foundations 
of the Hindi prose. ; 


Wellesley annexes Karnatak. 


The Second Anglo-Maratha War. Bundelkhand 
passed into the hands of the British as a result 
of the Second Maratha War. The chiefs of 
Ajaygarh and Bolangir offered stubborn 
resistance to the British forces but were overcome. 
Saharanpur passed into the hands of the British. 


The Fariadi movement. The movement was 
started by Shariatulla. He declared the country 
under British occupation as Darul-harb where a 
true Muslim could not live. His son Dudhu 
Mian sought to make the movement more 
vigorous. The movement was crushed in 1838. 
The movement was largely confined to Bengal. 


The mutiny at Vellore. It was caused by an 
affront to the religion of the sepoys. The exiled 
family of Tipu Sultan backed them. The mutiny 
was crushed alliance Revolt in the Travancore 
state. In 1805 Wellesley imposed a subsidiary 
alliance on the ruler of Travancore. The over 
riding attitude of the British resident caused 
deep resentment and Diwan Velu Tampi raised 
the banner of revolt. A large British force was 
deployed to crush the revolt Being abandoned 
by his own men, the Divan went to temple and 

put an end to his life. 


The British concluded a treaty with Ranjit Singh, 
ruler of the Punjab. As a result of this treaty 
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1809-1831 


1813 


1813-23 


1813-1859 
1814 
1815 


1815-16 


1817 


1817-18 


the Sikh states to the east of the Sutlej came 
under British control. 


Life and Times of Henri Lui Viriam Derozio. 
Derozio was a teacher at the Hindu College, 
Calcutta, during 1828-31. He was an admirer of 
the French Revolution and urged his students 
to think freely for themselves. Derozio regarded 
himself an Indian, he wrote patriotic verses. 


The Charter Act 1813 passed by the British 
Parliament. The Act gave another lease of life 
to the company for twenty years. It was asked 
to close its commercial business as early as 
possible. All restrictions on Europeans immigra- 
tion in India were removed. The act centralized 
the administration of India. The Governor- 
General of Bengal became the Governor-General 
of India A law commission was constituted with 
the purpose of consolidating and improving 
Indian laws. The Gujars of Saharanpur rose in 
revolt. 


Administration of Marquess of Hastings as 
Governor-General of Bengal. 


Life and Times of Tatya Tope. 
Revolt in Aligarh. 


Lord Hastings declared war against Nepal. Nepal 
was defeated. By a dtreaty, the Nepal 
Government agreed to receive a British resident 
at Kathmandu and ceded to the English the 
districts of Garhwal and Kumaon. 


Revolt in Kathiawar. 

Birth of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan. Establishment 
of the Hindu College in Calcutta. The college 
gave the first great impetus to English education 
in Bengal. 


The Third Maratha War. Peshwa was defeated. 
He retired on a pension of eight lakhs and settled 
at Bithur near Kanpur. Lord Hastings concluded 
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a series of treaties with different Rajput States. 
One by one these states accepted British 
suzerainty and sacrificed their independence 
for protection. 


Life and Times of Devendranath Tagore. 


23 May. The First issue of the weekly Samachar 
Darpan was published. 27 June. The Samachar 
Darpan explained the utility and importance of 
trial by Jury. 


Life and Times of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. 
The beginning of the Wahabi Movement. 


The Gujarat Bombay Samachar was started. 


Lord Hastings left India. By now, the British 
Empire in India was established on a secure 
footing. The Mughal Emperor was a puppet in 
the hands of the British. Bengal, Avadh, 
Hyderabad, Mysore and the Maratha states 
formed part of the British dominion. 14 March. 
A rigorous Press ordinance was issued which 
prescribed that no one should publish a 
newspaper or other periodical without having 
previously obtained a license from the Governor- 
General in Council by submitting an affidavit. 
17 March. Five distinguished citizens of Calcutta 
led by Raja Ram Mohan Roy, submitted a 
memorandum to the Supreme Court for hearing 
objections against it. It was a remarkable 
document and discussed the principles of 
freedom of press. The document constitute a 
landmark in the history of India’s struggle for 
freedom. 


Administration of Lord Amherst as Governor- 
General of Bengal. The war with Burma. The 
British annexed parts of Assam and Manipur 
State. There was a mutiny of the sepoys at 
Barrackpore. The mutiny was crushed. 


Life and Times of Nana Dhundu Pant Peshwa. 
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1825 


1825-1883 
1825 


1825-1917 
1826-29 
1826-1885 
1827-1890 
1827 


1828-31 


1828-33 


December, uprising in Biapur district under 
Divakar Dikshit. A religious sect called the Pagla 
Panthis of Mymemsingh in East Pakistan, led 
an insurrection against the government under 
a man called Tipu. The revolt was suppressed. 


Life and Times of Swami Dayanand. 


14 October Disturbances broke out in Assam. 
The Court Material sentenced all the ring leaders 
to death. The other sepoys were paid and 
discharged. 


Life and Times of Dadabhai Naoroji. 
The riot of the Ramosis in Poona. 
Life and Times of Baba Ram Singh. 
Life and Times of Jotirao Phule. 


16 June. The Samachar Darpan exhorted the people 
to try to secure greater share in the work of 
administration. The paper stated that the natives 
could not be excluded from responsible positions 
in the land of their birth. 


Henry Derozio taught at the Hindu College in 
Calcutta. He urged his students to think freely 
and to live and die for truth. 


Administration of Lord William Bentinck as 
Governor-General of Bengal. In 1829 Sati 
abolished. Lord William Bentinck tried to reform 
Hindu society by the abolition of the cruel rite 
of Sati and suppression of infanticide. The true 
Sati means a ‘pure and virtuous woman’. It is 
used in the case of a devoted wife. She burns 
herself with the dead body of her husband. 
Some enlightened rulers life Akbar and the 
Peshwas had taken steps to abolish Sati but 
were not successful. Raja Ram Mohan Roy and 
some other Indian reformers urged the Governor- 
General William Bentinck to declare the practice 
of Sati illegal. William Bentinck after collecting 
relevant facts and figures declare the practice 
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of Sati illegal. 


Raja Ram Mohan Roy in ‘England. His visit 
produced some good effect and influenced the 
Charter Act of 1833. 


10 December. 200 persons attended the French 
July Revolution celebration in the Town Hall of 
Calcutta. 


Saiyed Ahmad, the founder of the Wahabi 
Movement fell fighting against the Sikhs. The 
Charter Act of 1833 was passed by the British 
Parliament. The Act gave another lease of life 
to the Company for twenty years to adinister 
Indian territories. The Company lost its 
monopoly of China trade. It was also asked to 
close its commercial business as early as possible. 
All restrictions on European immigration into 
India were removed. The Act centralised the 
administration of India. The Governor-General 
of Bengal became the Governor-General of India. 


Second Administration of Lord William Bentinck 
as Governor General of India. 


Life, .and. ...,Times.;, eff Banmkim -Chandra 
Chattopadhyay. 


English adopted as the official language by the 
East India Company. The Government of Lord 
William Bentinck in the Resolution of 7 March 
1835 accepted the viewpoint of Macaulay that 
in future the object of Company as Government 
should be the protection of European literature 
and Sciences through the medium of English 
language and in future all funds were to be 
spent for that purpose. 


Life and Times of Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi. 


5 January. A public meeting held at the Town 
Hall in Calcutta made a strong protest against 
some provisions of the Charter Act of 1833 A 
demand was also made to repeal the Press 
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1836 
1836-42 


1837 


1837-1914 
1838 
1838-1884 
1838-1918 
1838 


1839 


Ordinance of 1823. 2 February, Macaulay wrote 
his famous minute in educational policy. He 
showed great contempt for Indian customs and 
literature. He stated that a single shelf of a 
goad European library was worth the whole 
native literature of India and Arabia. He felt 
that whoever knew English language had ready 
access to all the vast intellectual wealth which 
all the west nations of the earth had created. 
In India English was the language spoken by 
the ruling class. It was spoken by the higher 
class of Indian at the seats of Government. It 
was likely to become the language of commerce 
throughout the East. Macaulay armed to wrote 
a class of persons who should be “Indians in 
blood and colour, but English in tastes, in 


_ Opinions, in morals and intellect.” 


Birth of Ramkrishna Paramhansa. 


Administration of Earl of Auckland as Governor- 
General of India. 


By legislative order, Persian ceased to be the — 


court language in India. Muhammad Bahadur 
Shah II ascends the Mughal throne. He was to 
be the last Mughal ruler of the dynasty. 


Life and Times of Altaf Hussain Hali. 
Bombay Times, later the Times of India published. 
Life and Times of Keshab Chandra Sen. 

Life and Times of Sir William Wedderburn. 


July. Dwarka Nath Tagore established the 
Landholders society. The society could be 
regarded as the pioneer of freedom movement 
in India. 24 November. Sholapur mutiny. The 
mutiny was the first of incipient mutinies owing 
to non-payment of special allowance to the 
sepoys. The mutineers were discharged after 
referring imprisonment for ten years. 


Death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the Maharaja 
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of Punjab, Ranjit Singh created a Sikh Kingdom 
in Punjab through his valour and diplomacy. 
He was a secular ruler and left behind him a 
well equipped army. He had a centralised 
administration. 


The Sadiya insurrection in Assam. The British 


occupation of Assam was followed by a series 


of insurrections. The Sadiya insurrection was 
of a formidable proportion. The British political 
agent was killed. The insurrection was 
suppressed. In 1839 symptoms of disaffection 
could be clearly seen among the sepoys who 
were taken to Afghanistan during the fifth 
Afghan War. 


Following the death of Ranjit Singh there was 
political anarchy in Punjab. There were many 
battles between the Sikhs and the English. 


Mr. Adam, a friend of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, 
established the British India Society in England 
to announce the interesting the English public 
in Indian affairs. 


Maharaja Kharak Singh of Punjab dies. His son 
Nau Nihal Singh succeeds him. But on returning 
from his father’s last rites, he sustains a fatal 
accident. 


Life and Times of Pratap Chandra Majumdar. 


The British India society published a journal 
called the British Indian Advocate. The Journal 
was edited by Mr. Adam. 


Bijai Singh the Talukdar of Khurja, near Roorkie 
broke out in open revolt. The revolt was crushed. 
Dwarka Nath Tagore’s first visit to England. 
He was given a public reception. Queen Victoria 
invited him to lunch and dinner. The Mutiny 
of sepoys in the Sagar Division. It was crushed. 


Life and Times of Mahadev Govind Ranade. 
Britain annexes Sind. 18 April, 1843. The Hindu 
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1844 


1845-46 


1845-1883 
1845-1915 
1847-1947 
1847-1906 
1847 


1848-49 


1848-1856 


1849 


1849-1898 
1849 
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College students held a public meeting in the 
town happ to send a memorial to the Court of 
Proprietors praying for the appointment of 
Indians to more officers. 20 April, 1843. The 
foundation of the Bengali British India Society. 
The object of the society was the collection and 
dissemination of information relating to the 
actual condition of the people of British India. 
The society was to employ the peaceful and 
lawful means to serve the welfare of Indians. 


Kolhapur uprising. The Kolhapur government 
was put under direct British control. 29 December. 
Birth of Woomesh Chandra Banerjee, the first 
president of the Indian National Congress. 
The First Anglo Sikh War. The Sikhs were forced 
to accept humiliating terms. 


Life and Times of Wasudev Balwant Phadke. 
Life and Times of Sir Pheroz Shah Mehta. 
Life and Times of Bhai Parmanand. 

Life and Times of Anand Mohan Bose. 


1 October. Birth of Annie Besant. The annexation 
of Satara by the Doctrine of lapse. 


The Second Anglo-Sikh War and the annexation 
of Punjab. 


Administration of Lord Dalhousie as the 
Governor-General of India. Dalhousie completed 
the establishment of the British Empire in India. 
He annexed Satara, Nagpur, Jhansi, and a number 
of minor States by the application of the Doctrine 
of Lapse. 


Michael Madhusudan Datta publishes his first 
work, The Captive Ladies in English. Annexation 
of Sambalpur 

Life and Times of Dayal Singh Majithia. 


March. During the second Anglo-Sikh War, the 
Sikhs were decisively defeated. Lord Dalhousie 
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annexed Punjab. 10 November. Birth of Surendra 
Nath Banerjee. 


Life and Times of Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 


31 October. The British India Association was 
founded. The Association led an all India outlook. 


Peshwa Bajirao dies at Bithur. His adopted son 
Nana Saheb is denied pension. A demand for 
a representative Government was included in 
the petition of the British Indian Association, 
Calcutta, to the British Parliament. 


The Bombay Presidency Association came into 
being. 

The annexation of Nagpur by the East India 
Company. The State of Nagpur comprised 80,000 
square miles. The Raja of Nagpur died in 1853 
without adopting an heir to the throne. The 
claims of the Rani to adopt a son were set aside 
and the State was annexed. The Charter Act of 
1853 passed by the British Parliament. The Act 
renewed the powers of the Company. The series 
of the Company were thrown open to competitive 
examinations. The procedure of the Legislative 
Councils was to be on the lines of the British 
Parliament. The questions could be asked and 
the policy of the Executive Council could be 
discussed. But the Executive Council retained 
to power to veto a bill of the Legislative Council. 
The first Railway line between Bombay and 
Thana opened. Ram Gopal Ghosh urged the 
Government to open the Civil Service to Indians. 
In the encounter with the British, the Wahabis 
suffered heavy casualties. Their leader Karim 
Ali was killed. 


Dalhousie annexes Jhansi. In November, 1853, 
the ruler of Jhansi, Gangadhar Rao died without 
leaving a male heir. The claims of the adopted 
son were not recognised by the Company. Rani 
Lakshmi Bai (1835-1858) was the widow of 
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1855-56 


Gangadhar Rao. Charles Wood’s Despatch on 
Indian Education. The Despatch of Charles Wood 
has been hailed as the Magna Carta of English 
education in India The main recommendations 
of the Despatch were as follows: 1. The aim of 
Government’s educational policy was the 
teaching of the Western education. 2. For higher 
education English language was the most perfect 
medium of education. The Despatch also 
emphasised the importance of the Vernacular 
languages. The European knowledge could 
infilter to the masses only through the vernacular 
languages. 3. The Despatch proposed the setting 
up of vernacular primary schools in the villages 
at the lowest stage. They could be followed by 
Anglo-Vernacular high schools and an affiliated 
college at the district level. 4. The Despatch 
recommended a system of grants-in-aid to 
encourage private enterprise in the field of 
education. 5. A Department of Public Instruction 
under the charge of a Director was set up in 
each of the five provinces which were under 
the Jurisdiction of the Company. 6. Universities 
on the model of London University were 
proposed for Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. 7. 
The Despatch emphasised the importance of 
vocational education. 8. The Despatch advocated 
women’s educational. 


The Santhal Insurrection: The Santhal of Rajmahal 
hills resented the oppression of the police and 
landlords. They revolted under the leadership 
of Sidhu and Kanhu. The Government had to 
resort to extensive military operations to bring 
the situation under control. Dalhousie annexed 
Avadh on the ground of the misrule of the 
Nawab. Dalhousie skilfully planned the 
annexation of Avadh. He sent special officials 
to investigate the charges of misrule in Oudh, 
wrote lengthy reports about the rottenness of 
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the Government and won over the home 
authorities to his viewpoint Dalhousie asked 
Nawab Wajid Ali Shah to abdicate. On his refusal 
the state was annexed by proclamation on 13 
February, 1956. The Hindu Widows’ Remarriage 
Act passed. 


Administration of Lord Canning as Governor- 
General of India. 


Life and Times of Bal Ganghadhar Tilak. 
Life and Times of Swami Shradhdhanand. 


Establishment of the three universities of 
Calcutta, Bombay and Madras. 


Rebellion of Surendera Sai and his followers in 
Sambalpur. Sambalpur was the scene of a 
prolonged and protracted rebellion under the 
leadership of Surendra Sai. It a continuation of 
the disturbances created by him in late twenties 
of the 19th century. He was sentenced to life 
imprisonment but was released by his followers 
in 1857, He sutrenderea in iso2 but the 
disturbances continued till 1864. 


Life and Times of Shyamji Krishna Varma. 


January. A rumour was spread to the effect that 
the cartridges to the Enfield rifles were greased 
with chard made from the fat either of the cow 
or of the pig. The ends of these cartridges were 
to be bitten off with teeth. It was a sacrilegious 
act, both for Hindus and Mussalmans. The news 
produced consternation among the sepoys. 26 
February. The 19th Native Infantry stationed at 
Berhampur, about 120 miles from Calcutta 
refused to receive their percussion caps for the 
parade of the following morning and there was 
a great deal of commotion among them. 29 
March. Mangal Pande a sepoy of the 34th Native 
Infantry at Barrackpur (near Calcutta) openly 
mutinied and called upon his comrades to join 
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him. He struck at the Adjutant. He was 
overpowered and executed after a trial. 24 April. 
85 troopers out of 90, of the Third Cavalry refused 
to touch the cartridge in the parade ground. 
They were tried by Court Martial and returned 
to ten years imprisonment with hard labour. 9 
May. The Mutiny at Merrut The condemned 
men were taken to the parade ground and, in 
the presence of a vast gathering, their uniforms 
were taken off they were put in fetters. Their 
comrades prepared for a revolt. 10 May The 
mutiny at Merrut It was Sunday. The Third 
Cavalry released their comrades and other 
inmates of the jail. The mutineers marched to 
Delhi. 11 May. The sepoys Merrut reached Delhi. 
on 11th morning. They reached the Red Fort 
and requested Bahadur Shah to take the lead 
of the campaign. After hesitation, Bahadur Shah 
agreed and was proclaimed the Emperor of India. 
Bahadur Shah was 82 years old at this time. 12 
May Jiwanlal Munshi gives a vivid account of 
the state of Delhi during the 1857 War. All trade 
in the city ceased entirely, for way shop that 
was opened was cleared of its contents. The 
sepoys hunted out the fuquistre Emperors and 
Indian and massacred most of them. They also 
plundered the horses of the people who had 
given then shelter. 13 May. Rising of the sepoys 
at Ferozpur. 14 May. Mutiny of the sepoys at 
Muzaffurnagar. 15 May. Jiwanlal Munshi 
describes the state of Delhi. “Several respectable 
men were seized and made to carry burden to 
intimidate them and extort money. Such were 
their sufferings that the better class of city people 
offered prayers this day for the defeat of the 
rebels.” 18 May. Mutiny at Nasirabad (Rajasthan). 
20 May Rising of the sepoys at Aligarh. 21 May. 
Mutiny in Naushera. 23 May. Mutiny at Etawa 
and Mainpuri. The soldiers at Delhi plundered 
the house of Kanhaiya Lal. Nawab Mir Ahmed 
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Ali Khan under instructions from the King, issued 
orders to seize all the bankers and wealthy men 
of the city and to extract money from there for 
the pay of the mutineers. 25 May. Mutiny at 
Roorkee. 27 May. Mutiny at Etah. 30 May. Mutiny 
at Hodal, Mathura and Lucknow. 31 May. Mutiny 
at Bareilly and Shahjahanpur. 1 June. Mutiny at 
Moradabad and Budaon. 3 June. Mutiny at 
Azamegarh, Sitapur and Nimach. 4 June. Mutinty 
at Maloon, Mohamdi, Benares and Kanpur. 6 
June. Mutiny at Jhansi and Allahabad. 7 June. 
Mutiny at Fyzabad. 8 June. The Mutineers at 
Jhansi promised personal security to all the 
Europeans provided they left the fort without 
taking any aims. But as soon as they came out 
of the fort, they were taken to a garden and 
massacred. According to one account, 57 men, 
12 women and 23 children perished. The British 
held Rani Lakshmi Bai responsible for this 
gruesome act. 9 June. Mutiny at Davibarded 
and ‘Fetehpur. 14 June. At Delhi 13 bakers 
residency at the Kabul Gate were dragged from 
their house, and killed on mere suspicion of 
supplying bread to the English. 18 June. Mutiny 
at Fatehgarh. 27 June. At Kanpur 40 boats 
carrying English men and women across the 
Ganges drowned. It was a terrible tragedy. It 
has been suggested the whole thing was pre- 
planned. There is however, no satisfactory 
evidence support of this charge. 30 June. Nana 
proclaimed Peshwa at Bithur. 1 July. Mutiny at 
Indore and Hathras 7 July. Birjes Quadar, the 
minor son of the last Nawab of Avadh, Wazid 
Ali Shah Queen and Hajrat Mahal was selected 
as Nawab. Begun Hazrat Mahal, the Queen 
wielded the real authority. 25 July. At Delhi. 
400 sepoys plundered the houses of Alop Pershad 
and others, and carried off property to the value 
of 50,000 Rupees. 31 July. Mutiny at Kolhapur. 
19 August. At Delhi. Rich Bankers were placed 
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1858 


1858-62 


in confinement and were not released till they 
paid a heavy amount. 14 September. The British 
forces made a full-scale attack on Delhi. 20 
September. The city of Delhi fell to the British 
forces. 21 September. The Mughal Emperor 
Bahadur Shah Zafar surrendered to British 
commander Hodson at Humayun’s tomb. 22 
September. The Emperor’s two sons Mirza 
Mughal and Mirza Khwaja Sultan and a 
grandson, Mirza Abu Baker were captured and 
shot. 18 November. Mutiny at Chittagong. 22 
November. Mutiny at Dacca. 6 December. Sir 
Colin Campbell, the British Commander-in-Chief 
won a complete victory over Tantia’s troops at 
Kanpur. 


The in surrection of Niaikdas, a very wild tribe 
in Bombay under Rupsingh. The insurrection 
was suppressed. Birth of Sufi Amba Prasad. 
Death of Maulvi Ahmad Ulah Shah. The Maulvi 
belonged to Faizabad and was an important 
leader of the Rebellion of 1857. He was a close 
associate of Begum Hazrat Mahal of Lucknow. 


Administration of Lord Canning as Governor- 
General and Viceroy of India. 


1858-1932. Life and Times of Bipin Chandra Pal. 


1858 


27 January. Trial of Bahadur Shah begun in the 
Red Fort by a military commission. He was 
accused of aiding to and betting (the rebellion 
the Emperor’s defence was weakly conducted. 
The trial lasted till 9 March Bahadur Shah was 
found guilty and exiled to Rangoon. He died 
there on 7 November, 1862. 21 March. The British 
gained possession of Lucknow. 27 March. Rose 
attacked Jhansi. 31 March. Tantia Tope arrived 
at the outskirts of Jhansi with 22,000 men. 1 
April Rose defeated Tantia. Tantia fied to Kalpi. 
4 April. Rani Laxmi Bai left the fort of Jhansi 
in night. 15-22 April. Kunwar Singh crossed 
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the river Ganges at Sheopur and arrived to his 
native village Jugdishpur. 9 May. Kunwar Singh 
died. Kunwar Singh was seventy years old 
during the Rebellion of 1857. He fought at Rewa, 
Banda and Kalpi and aided Nana Saheb. Among 
his principal lieutenants were his brother Amar 
Singh and his friend Nishar Singh. 1 June. Sindhia 
fled to Agra. Rao Sahib, Rani of Jhansi and 
Tantia, entered the fort of Gwalior. 16 June. Sir 
Hugh Rose arrived near Gwalior. The Rani of 
Jhansi led the rebel troops and fell fighting. Sir 
Hugh Rose referred to her as the best and bravest 
military leads of the refers. 1 November. Queen 
Victoria’s Proclamation. In the Queen’s 
Proclamation, the Indian States enjoying internal 
autonomy were recognized as sovereign States. 
They were regarded as allies rather than subjects. 
30. December. The rebel leaders of Avadh offered 
the last fight to the British forces at Banki, on 
the banks of the Rapti. 


Death of Azimullah Khan. He was a close 
associate of Nana Saheb. Nana Saheb had sent 
him to England to plead his case for the 
restoration of his pension Azimullah had 
accompanied Nana Saheb during his tours and 
the rebellion. Dalhousie’s Doctrine of Lapse is 
counter-manded. Nana Saheb with his family 
seeks asylum is Nepal. Indigo disputes and riots 
in Bengal. 15-18 April. Tantia was tried by a 
count martial and was hanged on the 18th in 
the presence of a large crowed. 


Sir Syed Ahmad Khan regarded the non- 
admission of Indians into the legislative and 
administrative branches of the Government of 
India as the primary cause of the Mutiny of 
1857. | 


Life and times of Baba Gurdit Singh. 
Dinbandhu Mitra’s Nil Darpan Natakam published. 
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1861-1931. 
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1863 
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1864-68 
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Outbreaks in Jaintia Hill. In 1861 Enactment of 
Indian Civil and Criminal Code. The India 
Councils Act, 1861 passed by the British 
Parliament. The Act aimed at enabling the 
Governor-General to associate Indians with the 
work of law making. Indians could now be 
nominated to the Governor-General’s Executive 
Council Similar provision was made from 
provincial Councils. But these Councils remained 
predominantly European in composition. 
Rising of peasants of the Phulgausi area in 
Nowgong District. Outbreak in Bareilly. 


Life and Times of Motilal Nehru. 

Life and Times of Madam Bhikaji Cama. 

Life and Times of Rabindra Nath Tagore. 

Life and Times of Madan Mohan Malviya. 
Death of Bahadur Shah Zafar. 

Birth of Hakim Ajmal Khan. 

Life and Times of Swami Vivekanand. 


Baba Ram Singh became the leader of the Kuka 
movement. 


Durgesh Nandini, a historical novel by Bankim 
Chandra Chatterji published. 


Administration of Sir John Lawrence as 
Governor-General and Viceroy of India. 


Life and times of Mahatma Hansraj. 


Inauguration of London Indian Society. Dadabhai 
was the President of W.C. Banerjee the Secretary 
of the society. The aim Society was to enable 
the Indians and Englishmen to meet together 
and discuss various matters concerning Indian 
affairs. The Society was amalgamated with 
another Society known as East Indian Association 
in December, 1867. 


The Orissa Famine. It was estimated that 13 
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lakh persons died in the famine. The Orissa 
famine proved a turning point in the history of 
the Indian famines. The Government appointed 
a Committee under the Chairmanship of Sir 
George Campbell to report on the famines. 


Life and Times of Lala Lajpat Rai. 
Life and Times of Ramananda Chattopadhyaya. 


A widow marriage association was started in 
Bombay. Rajnarain Bose placed a complete and 
comprehensive picture of nationalism touching 
almost every aspect of life. Darul-ul-Ulum 
founded at Deoband. Keshab Chandra Sen 
organizes the break away Brahmo Samaj of India. 


Life and Times. of Gopal Krishna Gokhale. 
Life and Times of Mazharul Haque. 
Life and Times of Sardar Sardul Singh Caveseer. 


1 December, East India Association inaugurated 
in London. The Society became very popular 
and counted among its members a large number 
of Englishman who had distinguished themselves 
in various fields of life. Its meeting were well 
attended and it discussed the various grievances 
of India. The Association continued its useful 
career till 1884. 


Poona Sarvajanik Sabha was established. It 
represented the wants and wishes of the 
inhabitants of the Deccan. Mary Carpenter, the 
famous biographer of Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
started National Indian Association. Nabagopal 
Mitra started an annual gathering known as 
the Hindu Mela. The Hindu Mela met fourteen 
times from 1867 to 1880. The Prarthana Samaj 
was inaugurated in Bombay. It was a counterpart 
of Brahmo Samaj and followed a more moderate 
policy under the leadership of Mahadev Govind 
Ranade. 


Life and Times of Sister Nivedita. 
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1869 


1869-1944 
1869-1948 
1869-1951 
1870 


1870-1897 
1870-1925 
1870-1942 
1870-1968 
1871 


Life and Times of Baba Kharak Singh. 


25 July. W.C. Banerjee, the first president of the 
Indian National Congress delivered in England 
a long speech on representative and responsible 
government in India. 


Viceroy opens the railway line joining Delhi to 
Ambala. Severe famine conditions in Orissa and 
northern Madras Presidency. S.K. Ghosh 
publishes the Amrita Bazar Patrika. India’s first 
evening paper, the Madras Mail published. 


Surendranath Banerjee passed the Civil Service 
Examination. Sir Sayed Ahmad Khan visits 
England. Death of the Urdu Poet Mirza Ghalib. 


Life and Times of Kasturba Gandhi. 
Life and Times of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Life and Times of Thakkar Bapa. 


The railway line from Bombay to Allahabad is 
completed. M.G. Ranade Joins the Prarthana 
Samaj. Keshab Chandra Sen founded the Indian 
Reform Association. 


Life and Times of Damodar Chapekar. 

Life and Times of Chittaranjan Das. 

Life and Times of Hazra Matangini. 

Life and times of Baba Sohan Singh Bhakna. 


The 19th Madras Native Infantry mutiny. A 
parliamentary committee was set up to inquire 
into the financial administration of India. A 
branch of the East India Association of London 
was founded in Bombay. It carried on useful 
work in developing political ideas. An association 
called the National Society was founded in 
Calcutta. Its avowed objects was the promotion 
of unity and National feeling among the Hindus. 
Naba Gopal Mitra was its acknowledged leader. 
He held that the chief criterion of nationalism 
was unity. He maintained that the basis of natural 
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unity in India had been the Hindu religion. 
12 February. Birth of C.F. Andrews. 


Anand Mohan Bose established Indian Society 
in London. The aim of the society was to foster 
the spirit of nationalism among Indian residents. 
The Society advocated the establishment of 
representative government in the country. The 
Native Marriage Act was passed. It was properly 
known as the Civil Marriage Act. It was meant 
to legalise marriages which were not valid 
according to the Hindu Law. Birth of the Marathi 
writer N.C. Kelkar. Bankim Chandra ina Bengali 
article “Disgrace of Bharat why she Lost Her 
Freedom”—fostered the ideas of Hindu 
nationalism. Rajnarain Bose delivered a lecture 
proclaiming the superiority of Hindu religion 
and culture over European and Christian 
theology and civilization. The lecture was 
published in a book form. Bankim Chandra 
Chatterji reviewed it favourably and called it 
an epic song. 


Life and Times of Madanlal Dhingra. 


A band of about 15 Kukas made sudden raids 
on Malaudh and Kotla. They killed 10 men and 
wounded 7. Their own losses were 9 killed and 
38 wounded. The Deputy Commissioner of 
Ludhiana Mr. Crown executed 49 of the captured 
men by blowing them from the guns. The rest 
were executed the following day. 15 August. 
Birth of Sri Aurobindo. 


Administration of Lord Northbrook as Governor- 
General and Viceroy of India. 


In England, Anand Mohan Bose pleads for the 
establishment of representation government in 
India. 


Life and Times of Balkrishna Chapekar. 
Life and Times of Vithal Bhai Patel. 
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1873-1938 
1873-1939 
1874 


1874 


1875 


1875-1901 
1875-1950 
1876 


Life and Times of Maulana Shaukat Ali. 
Life and times of M.R. Jaykar. 


Surendranath Banerjee dismissed from the Civil 
Service. 


Krishtodas Pal recommended a representative 
and responsible government for India. He said 
that Home Rule for India should be our any. 
It ought to be based on the secure constitutional 
basis that is recognised in the Colonies. 


The Viceroy, by proclamation, deposed Malhar 
Rao, Gaekwad of Baroda. He was deporied of 
Madras where he died in 1882. The Theosophical 
Society was founded by Madame Blavatsky. The 
publication of Statesman starts form Calcutta. 
Formation of Indian League to stimulate the 
ruse of nationalism amongst the people and 
awaken political consciousness among them. The 
Association was to be the centre of an all India 
movement. The affects of the Association were: 
1. The creation of public opinion in the country. 
2. The unification of the Indian races and peoples 
upon the basis of common public interests and 
aspirations. 3. The promotion of friendly feelings 
between Hindus and Mohammedans. 4. The 
inclusion of the masses in the great movement 
of the day. Formation of Arya Samaj by Swami 
Dayanand Saraswati at Bombay. The principal 
objective of the organization was to counteract 
of the proselytizing activities of Muslims and 
Christians. It also launched a vigorous 
programme of social reform among Hindus. The 
Samaj drew deep roots in Punjab and U.P. It 
played a pivotal role in bringing about national 
awakening in the country. 


Life and Times of Birsa Munda. 
Life and Times of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel. 
The Royal Titles Act made Queen Victoria Kaiser- 
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i-Hind (The Empress of India). The age-limit of 
competitors for the ICS examination is lowered. 


The great famine of 1976-78. It was perhaps the 
most serious grievous calamity of the 19th 
century. It affected Madras, Bombay, Uttar 
Pradesh, and the Punjab. The famine affected 
area was estimated at 257,000 sq. miles with a 
population of more than 58 millions. It is 
estimated that five million people perished in 
a single year. The Government relief measures 
were miadequate. 


Life and Times of Sarat Chandra Chattopa- 
dhyaya. 26 May Surendranath Banerjee left 
Calcutta and made a prolonged tour in Upper 
India. He visited Banares, Allahabad, Kanpur, 
Lucknow, Aligarh, Delhi, Agra, Merrut, Amritsar 
and Lahore. 26 July. Surendranath Banerjee in 
angurated Indian Association. The meeting was 
attended by more than seven hundred persons. 
Syed Ameer Ali founds the National 
Mohammadan Association. Proclamation of the 
Queen’s new little made at a Darbar held in 
Delhi. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, founded the 
Muhammaden Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh. 
It rested broadly on the Oxford. Cambridge 
pattern. Birth of Aga Khan III. 


Life and Times of Gopa Bandhu Das. 
Life and Times of Bhulabhai Desai. 


A weekly, the Hindu, is published from Madras. 
Birth of Maulana Abdur Muhemmad Bari. 
Foundation of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. 
Sivnath Sastri and Anand Mohan Bose were its 
leaders. Surendra Nath Banerjee urged the young 
men of India to dedicate thin lives for the good |. 
of their country and laid special emphasis an 
the unity among the different communities. 


Life and Times of Maulana Muhammad Ali. 


Mayor Dates and Events: 1757-1947 377 


1878-1967 


~~ 


1879 
1879-1899 
1879-1949 


1879-1957. 


1879-1972 
1879-1973 
1879 


1880-84 
1880-1945 
1880-1959 
1880-1961 
1880 


1881 


1882 


Life and Times of Dr. Gokal Chand Narang. 14 
March. The government passed the Vernacular 
Press Act. The object of the paper was to muzzle 
the newspapers in Indian languages which 
spread the message of nationality. The India 
Association held public meetings to protest 
against the measure. 1 December. Birth of George 
Sydney Arundale. 


Death of Begum Hazrat Mahal. 

Life and Times of .Wasudeo Chapekar. 

Life and Times of Sarojini Naidu. 

Life and Times of Maulana Husain Ahmad 
Madani. 

Life and Times of Chakravarti Rajgopalachari. 
Life and Times of E.V. Naicker. 

3 July. Wasudeo Balwant Phadke arrested while 
asleep in a temple in the Kaladgi district of 
Hyderabad. 23 July. Lal Mohan Ghosh addressed 
a public meeting in London under the Chairman 
ship of John Bright. The speech made a profound 
impression and led to the promotion of the 
Stationary Civil Service. 

Administration of Lord Ripon. 

Life and Times of Rash Bihari Bose. 

Life and Times of Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya. 
Life and Times of Bhupendranath Datta. 


25 December. Birth of Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad 
Ansari. 


Representative Assembly is established in Mysore 
state. The first Factory Act becomes operative. 
Vivekananda meets Ram Krishna Paramhansa. 
The Tribune is published from Lahore, the Kesari 
and Mahratta from Poona. 


Punjab University (Lahore) incorporated. Ripon 
repeals Vernacular Press Act of 1876. Bankim 
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Chandra published his Anandmath. The book 
exercised considerable influence on the Indian 
revolutionaries. 


Life and Times of the Tamil Poet Subramania 
Bharati. 


Life and Times of Purushottam Das Tandon. 
Life and Times of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Ray. 


Death of Swami Dayanand Saraswati. Ilbert Bill 
controvarery. Sir Ilbert Courtney in 1883, 
introduced a bill seeking to remove the 
distinction between the Indian and European 
members of the judiciary. The bill was a harmless 
measure based on the principle of judicial 
equality. It was vehemently opposed by the 
European community. The bill in its amended 
form allowed the Europeans to calim trail by 
a jury of twelve, at least seven of whom most 
be Europeans. Birth of Sir Alladi Krishnaswami 
Aiyar. Surendra Nath Banerjee imprisoned for 
two months. His incarceration helped the cause 
of India’s political advancement. It evoked a 
sportaneous protest from all sections of people. 
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan deprescated the system 
of representative institutions. He feared that the 
larger community would override the interests 
of the smallar community. 


Life and Times of Shiv Prasad Gupta. 
Life and Times of Dr. Khan Sahib. 
Life and Times of Vinayak Damodar Saarkar. 


17 February. Wasudev Belwant Phadke died in 
Jail. 1 March. Hume addressed an open letter 
to the graduate of Calcutta. The letter appealed 
to them to take the initiative in establishing an 
Association to promote the mental, moral, social, 
and political, regeneration of the people of India. 
16 May. The Indian Association organized 
massive meeting to protest against the 
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1884 


1884-88 


1884-1939 
1884-1954 
1884-1963 
1884 


imprisonment of Surendra Nath Banerjee. The 
associaiton had been founded an 1876 and was 
the first political body to foster national 
awakening on a national scale. 28-30 December. 
The first National Conference in Calcutta held. 


The government opproves the recommendations 
of the Hunter Education Commission. Its main 
recommendations were: 1. The commission 
emphasied the importance of primary education. 
The commission declared: “Primary instruction 
should be regarded as the instruction of the 
masses through the vernacular in such subjects 
as will best fit them for their position in life. 
The commission recommended the transference 
of the control of the primary education to the 
newly set up District and Municipal Boards. 
The local boards could levy cess for educational 
purposes. 2. for secondary education two streams 
were identified literary and vocational. The 
literary educaiton could lead to the Entrance 
Examination of the University. The vocational 
stream prepaed students for a cover life. 3. The 
commission recommended that an all out effort 
should be made to encourage private enterprise 
in the field education. 4. The female education 
should be encouraged on a priority bases. 


Administration of Lord Dufferin as Governor- 
General of India. 


Life and Times of Lala Har Dayal. 
Life and Times of Dr. Satyapal. 
Life arid Times of Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 


January. Death of Keshab Chandra Sen. In the 
words of Sir Henry Cotton: “The death of Keshab 
Chandra Sen was one of the ealiest occassions 
for the manifistation of a trundy naitonal 
sentiment in the country. The residents of all 
parts of India, irrespective of caste and creed, 
united with one voice in the expression of sorrow 
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at his loss and pride pin him as member of one 
common nation” 16 May. Mahajan Sabha founded 
at Madras. 


Inauguration of Bombay Presidency Association. 
The Association was set up on 31 January, 1885. 
If showed considerable activity in the early years 
of its existence. By resolutions, memorials and 
public meetings it focussed the general feelings 
of the community on all matters of common 
interest. Its three most important leaders were: 
Kashinath Trimbak Telang, Pherozeshah Metha 
and Badruddin Tayabjee. Death of Baba Ram 
Singh the leader of the Kukas at Rangoon. 


Life and Times of Master Tara Singh. 25 
December. The first session of the India National 
Congress began It passed nine resolutions: The 
speeches were characterized by moderation and 
expression of loyalty to the British Crown. 25- 
27 December. The second session of the National 
Conference held at Calcutta. 


The second session of the Indian National 
Congress was held at Calcutta. With Dadabhai 
Naoroji as President. It was attended by 440 
delegates. The eminent political leader 
Surenderanath Banerjee took an active part in 
the session. The idea gradually gaimed ground 
that the Congress was the handiwork of the 
Bengali leaders. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan dissuaded 
the Muslims from attending the Congress. Sir 
Syed Ahmad khan founded the Annual Muslim 
Educational Conference. 


Life and Times of T.K. Madhavan 
Life and Times of Raja Mahendra Pratap. 
Life and Times of Maithili Saran Gupta. 


The third session of the Indian National Congress 
was held at Madras. It was presided over by 
Badruddin Tyabji. The number of delegates rose 
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1888-1908 
1888-1956 
1888-1963 
1888-1982 
1889 


1889-1908. 
1889-1940 


1889-1950 


to 607. The Government did not pay any attention 
to the demands of the Congress. The Muslims 
also showed antagonison towards the Congress. 
They represented the Congress movement as 
an attempt to establish the Hindu Raj. 


Life and Times of S. Satyamurthy. 

Life and Times of M.N. Roy. 

Life and Times of Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant. 
Life and Times of K.M. Munshi. 

Life and Times of Dr. Jiavraj Mehta. 


The fourh session of the Indian National Congress 
was held at Allahabad. It was presided over by 
George Yule. The Government put may obstacles 
in its organisation. Over 1200 delegates, including 
200 Muslims attended the session. Birth of 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 


Life and Times of Prafulla Chandra Chaki. 
Life and Times of G.V. Mavalankar. 

Life and Times of Saifuddin Kitchlew. 

Life and Times of Acharya J.B. Kriplani. 


Charles Bradlaugh introduces a Bill for setting 
up democratic government in India. The Hindu 
of Madras becomes a daily. The fifth session of 
the Indian National Congress met at Bombay. 
It was presided over by Sir William Wedderburn, 
the freind and biographer of Hume. Charles 
Bradlaugh, M.P. attended this session. A scheme 
of representative government was drafted in 
this session. The Congress resovled to send a 
deputation to England to palce before the British 
public its views about political reforms in India. 


Life and Times of Khudi Ram Bose. 


Life and Times of Keshaw Ram Bali Ram 
Hedgewar. 


Life and Times of Sarat Chandra Bose. 
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Life and Times of Acharya Narendra Dev. 


Life and Times of Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Life and Times of Dr. Gopichand Bhargava. 
Life of Makhanlal Chaturvedi. 
Life of Sampoornand. 


Life and Times of Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafir. 
2 February. Birth of Rajkumari Amrit Kaur. 11 
May, 1889. Birth of Asaf Ali. July. The British 
Committee of the Indian National Congress was 
started. November. Birth of Jamnalal Bajaj. The 
sixth session of the Indian National Congress 
was held in Calcutta under the presidentship 
of Sir Phiroze Shah Mehta. The Government 
declared that the Indian National Congress was 
a perfectly legitimate organisation. The 
Government servants were permitted to attend 
the Congress but not take part in its delibrations. 


Life and Times of Ganehs Shanker Vidyarthi. 
Life and Times of Gopinath Bardoli. 

of K.G. Mashruwala. 

Life and Times of Sri Prakasa. 


Life and Times of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan. 13 
January, 1890. Lord Cross expressed satisfaction 
at the idea that the Mohammedans and the 
Parsees had not joined the Congress. 


and Times 


and Times 


Life and Times 


Factory Bill for the protection of women and 
children passed. Age of Consent to Marriage 
Bill adopted. Death of Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar. 
Manipur Rebellion. 


Life and Times of Chandan Singh Garhwali. 14 
April, 1891. Birth of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 


Petroleum discovered in Assam in large 
quantities. The Indian Councils Act of 1892 was 
passed. Inspite of its shortcomings, the Act was 
hailed as the first victory of the Congress. The 
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eighth session of the Indian National Congress 
was held at Allahabad under the presidentship 
of W.C. Bannerji. This was the second time that 
W.C. Banerjee because that president of the 
Congress. The Congress criticized the Indian 
Councils Act, 1892 on the ground that it did 
not concede to the people the right of electing 
their own representatives to the Council. 
Dadabhai:- Naoroji was elected member of the 
British House of Commons. 


Life and Times of Mahadev Haribhai Desai. 
Life and Times of J.C. Kumarappa. 

Life and Times of Meera Behn. 

Life and Times of Banarasi Das Chaturvedi. 


Tilak organises the Ganapati festival. Aurobindo 
Ghose published a number of Articles criticizing 
the Congress in the Indu Prakash of Bombay. 


Vivekananda championed the cause of Hinuds 
in the Parliament of Religiouns held of Chicago 
in 1893. 


Life and Times of Giani Bhagwan Singh. 
Life and Times of Bhim Sen Sachar. 
Life and Times of Surya Sen. 


Administratioin of Lord Lansdowne as Governor- 
General of India. 


Life and Times of Rafi Ahmad Kidwai. 
Life and Times of V.V. Giri. 


Tilak organises the Shivaji festival. Birsa Munda 
started a puritan movement among the Mundas. 
His disciples looked upon him as a prophet. 


Life and Times of Sachindra Nath Sanyal. 


Life and Times of Acharya Vinoba Bhave. 


Ranade Started Deccan Sabha. Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak became the dominant figure in the Poona 
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Sarvajanik Sabha by capturing the Committee 
of Management. 


The Great Famine in India. The famine affected 
almost every province. The total population 
affected was estimated at 34 millions. In Central 
Provinces the death rate was very high. 


Life and Times of Sardar Kartar Singh Sarabha. 
Life and Times of Seth Govind Das. 

Life and Times of V.K. Krishna Menon. 

Life and Times of Morarji Desai. 
Wide-spread tribal risings on the North-West 
Frontier. Outbreak of Plague in Bombay 
Presidency. 


British officers Rand and Ayerst murdered in 
Poona. 


Life and Times of Ram Prasad Bismil. 
Life and Times of Dr. Zakir Husain. 
Life and Times of Subhas Chandra Bose. 


22 June. The Chapekar brothers murdered two 
British Officers, Mr. Rand and Lieutent Ayerst. 


Prarthana Samaj, Bombay starts a Depressed 
Classes Mission. The Congress empressed its 
deep sense of disapproval of the reactionary 
policy of the Government with regard to the 
Local Self Government. Death of Sir Sayyid 
Ahmad Khan. January. Birsa Munda released 
from jail. Birth of Gopinath Aman. 


Life and Times of Krishna Ballabh Sahay. Swami 
Vivekanand establishes a Math at belur. 


Another Great Famine in India. The famine 
affected an area of 189,000 sq. miles and a 
population of 28 millions. The relief measures 
were inadequate. | 


Administration of Lord Curzon as Governor- 
General of India. 
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Life and Times of Sardar Udham Singh. 
Life and Times of Dr. Hare Krishna Mahtab. 
Life and Times of Pyarelal Nayyer. 


9 August. Lord Curzon thought that the real 
danger in the British rule in India was the gradual 
adoption of the Western ideas. He wanted to 
break the educated Hindu Party into two sections 
holding widely different views. 


7 Janaury, Birsa Munda’s followers made violent 
demonstrations by burning mission houses and 
other acts of rowdysm. A band of 300 armed 
Mundas attacked the Khunti Police Station. 3 
February Birsa Munda was captured. 2 June. 
Birsa Munda died in jail. 


Life and Times of Pandit Vijay Laxmi. 


A revolutionary society known as Anusilan 
Samiti was organized in Bengal under the 
leadership of P. Mitra. 


Life and Times of Gopinath Saha. 

Life and Times of Dr. Shyam Prasad Mookerji. 
Life and Times of Sardar Pratap Singh Kairon. 
Life and Times of Dwarka Prasad Mishra. 


Madame K.R. Cama leaves India to settle down 
in Paris. Birth of Gursaran Lal Adib. Aurobindo 
Ghose sent Jatindranath Bandyopadhyaya from 
Baroda with a view to establishing some 
revolutionary societies in Bengal. 

Life 
Life and Times of Chandra Bhanu Gupta. 
Life and Times of A.K. Gopalan. 


Life and Times of Yusuf Meherally. 


and Times of Jai Prakash Narain. 


Life and Times of Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya. 


Indian Universities Act Passed. The Act 
‘officialised’ the Indian Universities in the name 
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of efficiency. It reduced the size of syndicates, 
senates and faculties in order to overweigh the 
nominated elemetns. The Act took away much 
of the autonomy of the universities and brought 
them under rigid bureaucratic control. The 
reactionary measure was responsible for 
whipping up discontent in India. The Congress 
demanded representation of Indians in the British 
House of Commons. Birth of Bhagvati Devi Adib. 


Russo-Japanese War. Japan defeats Russia. The 
event leads to a new hope and a new 
determination in India. Indians began to shed 
their inferiority complex and to feel a strong 
urge for uprooting foreign domination. 
Administration of Lord Curzon as Governor- 
General of India. 


Life and Times of Jatindra Nath Das. 

Life and Times of Subhadra Kumari Chauhan. 
Life and Times of Lal Bahadur Shastri. 

Life and Times of Yashpal. 

Life and Times of Malati Choudhury. 


The Partition of Bengal effected leading to wide- 
spread public agitation throughout the country. 
The Partition of Bengal has been described as 
the crowning folly of Curzon’s rule. Bengal was 
an unwieldy administrative unit. It included 
Bihar and Orissa and had a population of 80 
millions. The real motive of Curzon in dividing 
Bengal was to foment dissension between Hindus 
and Muslims. Curzon wanted to create as 
Mohemmadan province where Islam could be 
predominant and its followers in ascendancy. 
The stupurdous agitation which arose against 
partitition led to its annulment in 1911. Some 
of the emiment leaders who opposed partition 
were: Gooroodas Banerji, Surendranath Banerjee, 
Rabindranath Tagore, Satish Chandra Mukherji, 
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1905-10 


1905-? 
1906 


1906-1931 
1907 


Motilal Ghose, Anand Mohan Bose, Ramesh 
Chandra Dutt, Bipin Chandra Pal, Ashvini 
Kumar Dutt, Ambika Charan Mazumdar and 
K.K. Mitra. Gopal Krishna Gokhale founded 
the Servants of India Society. Its object was to 
train such men who should be prepared to devote 


their lives to the cause of the country in a 
religious spirit. A review of the progress of 


nationalism was made by Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale, while inanguarating the Servants of 
India Society. 


Administration of Earl of Minto II as Governor- 
General of India. 


Life and Times of Achyut Patwardhan. 


Lord Minto received the Agha Khan’s Muslim 
Deputation at Simla. The Deputation was a 
command affair. The whole thing had been 
arranged by Mr. Archibold, the principal of the 
Aligarh Muslim College. The response of the 
Viceroy was seprufathetie Minto was the real 
father of the communal electorates in India. 
The Muslim League formed at Dacca. The 
principal aims of this organisation were: 1. To 
promote among Indian Muslims feelings of 
loyalty towards the British Government. 2. To 
protect the political and other rights of the Indian 
Muslims and to place thier needs and aspirations 
before the Government in temperate conquage 
and 3. To promote friendly feelings between 
Muslims and other communications of India. 
from its very beginning the League took an 
uncompromising attitude on the question of 
communal representation. The Partition of Bengal 
comes into force. Death of Woomesh Chandra 
Banerjee. 


Life and Times of Chandra Shekhar Azad. 


The Surat Split. The tussla between the Extermists 
and the Moderates come to a climax at the Surat 
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session of the Indian National Congress in 1907. 
The Extremists wanted Lokmanya Tilak to 
preside over the session. The Moderates used 
their majority to defeat the proposal and put 
thier own nominee Dr. Rash Bihari Ghosh into 
the Chair. The session opened amidst rioteous 
scnes. The Extrements were copelled from the 
Congress and did not return to its fold till the 
reunion of the two groups in 1916. Lala Lajpat 
Rai and Ajit Singh deported to Mandalay. 
Ordinance restricting the right of holding public 
meetings promulgated. Hindu-Muslim riots at 
Comilla. 


Throughout the two years, there was an 
acrimonious discussioin regarding the separate 
electrorate and the weightage proposed by the 
Muslim Deputation to Lord Minto. 


Life and Times of Bhagwati Charan. 27 September 
1907. Birth of Sardar Bhagat Singh. 


Newspapers (incitement to Offences) Act and 
Explosive Substances Act passed into law. 


The Government involved Aurobindo in the 
Maniktala bomb conspiracy case. He was 
imprisoned for a year. He was defended by 
C.R. Das and acquitted. C.R. Das prophesied 
that Aurobindo would emerge as the poet of 
patriotism, as, the prophet of nationalism and 
the cover of humanity. Long after he was dead, 
his words would be echoed and re-echoed not 
only in India but across distant seas and lands. 


Life and Times of Shiv Ram Hari Rajguru. 
Life and Times of Batukeshwar Dutta. 
Life and Times of Sucheta Kriplani. 


Life and Times of Maharajkumar Raghubir Singh. 
19 January Aurobindo Ghose exponded the 
essence of his philosophy of nationalism in a 
lecture at the Bombay National Institute. 30 April. 
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Execution of Khudiram Bose. 22 July. Tilak 
sentenced to six years, transportation in charges 
of sedition. 


The India Council Act, 1909 passed by the British 
Parliament. The Indian Councils Act of 1909 is 
also known as the Morley-Minto Reforms. It 
resulted from the growth of extremism and the 
revolutionary activities. The Act enlarged the 
size as well as the functions of the legeslatures. 
The principle of election was more openly 
brought in and extended. Provincial legislatures 
were again non-official majorities. The new 
legislatures were empowered to discuss the 
budget, move resolutions on matters of public 
importance and ask supplementary questions. 
For the first time, Indians were appointed to 
the Executive Councils of the Governor-General 
and the Provincial Governors. The Act intoduced 
communal electorates in Indian polity. 


The Depressed Classes Mission Society of Madras 
founded. Birth of Aruna Asaf Ali. Madanlal 
Dhingra shoots dead Curzon Wyllie in London. 
Life and Times of Jagdish Prasad. 


Life and Times of Durgabai Deshmukh. 15 
September 1909. Birth of C.N. Annadurai. 


Life and Times of E.MS. Namboodiripad. 


Imperial Legislative Council inauguated. Hindu- 
Muslim riots at Peshwar. Aurobindo Ghosh 
retires to Pondichery. Seditious Meetings Act 
renewed. Birth of Raghunath Kumai Aman. 


Administration of Lord Hardinge as Governor- 
General of India. 


Life and Times of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia. 


The Coronation Darbar at Delhi. During the 
Viceroyalty of Lord Hardinge the King Emperor 
Geroge V visited India and at the Delhi Durbar 
(1911) announced the transfer of the Indian 
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Capital from Calcutta to Delhi and also the 
annulment of the partition of Bengal. 


Life and Times of Preetilata. 
Life and Times of Ashok Mehta. 


Delhi becomes the new capital of India. 23 
December. Bomb thrown at Lord Hardinge on 
his state entry into India. 


Life and Times of Feroze Gandhi. 
Life and Times of Comrade Ram Kishan. 


Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act passed. 
Pherozeshah Mehta starts the Bombay Chronicle. 
The Central Provinces has a Legislative Assembly. 


Life and Times of Sanjeeva Reddy. 


1 November Ghadar Party formed at San 
Francisco to organise a rebellion in India to 
overthrow British rule. 


Tilak released from externment in Mandalay. 
Mahatma Gandhi concludes agreement with 
General Smuts regarding Indians in South Africa. 
Annie Besant brings out New India. 


World War I. 


Mahatma Gandhi Arrives in India. Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale dies. Rash Behari Bose escapes to Japan. 
Annie Besant sets up to Home Rule League. 
Pherozeshah Mehta passes away. A Provisional 
Government of India was set up at Kabul. Raja 
Mahendra Pratap become its President, 
Barkatullah was appointed Prime Minister and 
Obeidullah got the portfolio of the Home 
Minister. The Provisional Government dealt 
directly with the Afghan Government. The 
Provincial Government got into touch with the 
German and Russian Governments. Raja 
Mahendra Pratap travelled to Japan, China and 
other countries in order to promote a rebellion 
in India but without success. Death of Sufi Amba 
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1915-?. 
1916 


1916 


Prasad. The Delhi conspiracy case. A number 
of persons were put on trial for planning to 
murder Lord Handinge by throwing a bomb at 
him in December 1912. Four of the accused 
Amir Chand, Avadh Behari, Balmukund and 
Basant Kumar Biswas received capital 
punishments, and two others were sentenced 
to rigorous imprisonment for serve years. 


Life and times of Rani Gaidinglu. 


Tilak establishes his Indian Home Rule League. 
After his release from Mandalay, Tilak was widely 
acclaimed. He advocated the Extremists’ re-entry 
into the Congress fold. He electrified politics in 
Maharashtra by his Home Rule League. With 
the help of Annie Besant he broadened the 
political base. 19 Indian members of the Imperial 
Legislative Council submit a joint memorandum 
for constitutional reform. The signatories to the 
memorandum included Madan Mohan Malviya, 
Mohammad. Ali Jinnah and Tej Bahadur Sapru 
The important proposals contained in the 
memorandum were: 1. in all the executive 
Councils—Provincial and Imperial—half the 
number of members should be Indians; 2. all 
Legislative Councils in India should have a 
substantial majority of elected representatives; 
3. Franchise should be broadened and extended 
directly to the people; 4. Minorities should be 
given a proper representation; 5. The Council 
of the Secretary of State should be abolished; 
6. Provincial Governments should be made 
autonomous; 7. A full measure of Local self- 
Government should immediatley be granted, 
and 8. Indian youths should be given commission 
in the army. 


The Congress-League Pact. In 1915, nationalist 
Muslims under the leadership of Mr. Jinnah 
took full control of the Muslim League. That 
year’s session of the Muslim League was attended 
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by prominent Congress leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi; Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya and 
Sarojini Naidu. A resolution by Mr. Jinnah was 
passed setting up a committee to prepare a new 
scheme of political reform for India in 
consultation with the Congress. The result was 
the Congress-League Scheme known as the 
Lucknow Pact. The main provisions of the Pact 
were: 1. The Provinces should be freed as much 
as possible from central control in administration 
and finance; 2. four-fifths of the central and 
provincial Legislative Councils should be elected 
and one fifth nominated; 3. Not less than half 
the members of the central and provincial 
Governments should be elected by the elected 
membeers of the elected members of thier 
respective Legislative Councils; 4. THe 
Governments should be bound to act in 
accordance with the resolutions passed by the 
respective councils. The major drawback of the 
Lucknow Pact was that the: Congress accepted 
separate electorate and weightage in 
representation. Foundation of Benares Hindu 
University. Maulana Mohammad Ali and Shaukat 
Ali interned. Government appoints Sadler 
Commission to consider the issues of higher 
education. Foundation of SNDT Women’s 
University at Bombay. 


Administration of Lord Chelmesford as 
Governor-General of India. 


The dawn of spinning wheel. The idea of making 
use of spinning wheel to produce handmade 
cloth on large reale takes root in his mind. Annie 
Besant interned by the Madras Government. 
Rowlatt (Sedition) Committee appointed. April. 
Gandhi launches the Champaran campaign in 
Bihar to focus attention on grievances of Indigo 
planters. He was arrested and later released. 
He was appointed by Bihar Government as 
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1918 


member of committee set up to inquire into 
ryots’ grievances. 20 August. Montagu, the 
Secretary of State announced the policy of the 
British Government towards India. The announ- 
cement said that “the policy of His Majesty’s 
Government with which the government of India 


“are in complete accord is that of increasing 


association of Indians in every branch of 
administration and the gradual development 
of self-governing institutions with a view to 
the progressive realisation of responsible 
Government in India as an integral part of the 
British Empire. They have decided that 
substantial steps should be taken in this direction 
as soon as possible. The British Government 
and the Government of India must be the judges 
of the time and the measure of each advance”. 
October. The October Revolution is Russia. The 
Revolution had a far-reaching impact on the 


freedom movement and gave it a socialist 


orientation. November Montague came to India 
accompanied by a deputation to hold discussion 
with prominent political personalities of India. 


Trade Union movement begins in India. All India 
Depressed Classes League formed. Indians in 
the armed froces are made eligible to hold king’s 
Commission. Searchlight started in Patna under 
the sponsorship of Sachchidananda Sinha and 
Maharaja of Darbhanga. Rowlatt (Sedition) 
Committee report submitted Montague- 
Chelmsford report on constitutional reform 
published. Gandhiji takes up the cause of textile 
labourers of Ahmedabad and tasts to secure 
available settlement of dispute. Gandhiji initiates 
satyagraha in Kaira District (Bombay) to secure 
suspension of revenue assessment on failure of 
crops. 27 April. Gandhiji attends Viceroy’s War 
Conference at Delhi and addresses it in 
Hindustani. Subsequently he tours Kaira District 
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to raise recruits for army. 


Gandhiji takes over Young India and Navajivan. 
Government of India Act, 1919 (also known as 
Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms) becomes law. Dr. 
Satyapal and Dr. Kitchlew deported from Punjab. 
Dyer imposes curfew. The Hunter Committee 
of Inquiry into the Punjab massacres begins work. 


Life and Times of Indira Gandhi. 


April 8-11 Gandhi arrested on his way to Delhi 
for refusal to comply with order not to enter 
Punjab. He is escorted back to Bombay. Violence 
breaks out in several towns. 6 April Govenrment 
introduction of the Rowlatt Bills is marked by 
an all India hertal. Gandhiji inaugurates all India. 
Satyagraha movement. 15 April Jalianwala Bagh 
massacre at Amritsar. On April 13th, the day 
of the Baishakhi festival, a meeting was held 
in Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar. It became a 
scene of a holocaust. Brigadier General Dyer 
decided to break the meeing. The entrance was 
narrow. He marched into the garden with his 
troops. The troops firred 1657 rounds in 10 
minutes. 400 persons have killed and 1200 
injured. Dyer claimed that he wanted to create 
a moral effect by resolute action. Amritsar became 
a turning point in Indo-British relations as 
important as the 1857 revolt. 15-20 April. Martial 
Law in the Punjab. 18 April Gandhiji suspends 
the Satyagraha. 21 July. Gandhiji issued a 
statement in which he said that on account of 


indications of goodwill on the part of the 


Government and advise from many of his friends, 
he would not resume civil disobedience as it 
was not his purpose to embarrass the 
Government. He called upon the Satyagrahis 
to work for the constructive programme. 23-24 
November. All India Khilafat Conference at Delhi. 
Presided over by Gandhiji. He threatened non- 
cooperation. 23 December. Royal amnesty to 
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political prisoners. 27 December. Amritsar session 
of the Congress Gandhiji advised the Congress 
to accept the Montagu Chelmsford Reform. 30 
December Moderate conference in Calcutta. 


Aligarh Muslim University established. First 
meeting of the All India Trade Union Congress. 
The trade union movement in India began in 
a small way in 1918. In October 1920, the All 
India Trade Union Congress held its first session 
in Bombay. Lala Lajpat Rai presided. Its stated 
objective was to coordinate the activities of all 
labour organizations in all trades in all the 
provinces in India. It was committed to further 
the interests of labour in all spheres. Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee formed. The 
Committee was a strong and well-knit 
organization of the Sikhs. It controlled the 
gurdwaras and exercised a powerful influence 
on the Sikh masses. 9 January Gandhiji leads 
deputation to Viceroy to press on British 
Government not to deprive Sultan of Turkey 
(who was also Khalifa of Muslims) of his 
suzerainty over holy places of Islam. 10 March. 
Gandhiji issues a manifesto suggesting non- 
violent non-cooperation to the followers of the 
Khilafat. 17 March. Indian Khilafat Deputation 
meets Lloyd George. 19 March. Day of National 
mourning observed by the Khilafat Muslims. 
20 April. Khilafat Conference at Madras approves 
of Gandhiji’s idea of Non-Cooperation. 12 May 
All India Khilafat Committee Meeting at Bombay. 
Gandhiji urges Non-Cooperation. 28 May. Central 
Khilafat Committee adopts Non-Cooperation. 
28 May. Report of the Hunter Committee on 
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre published. 30 May. 


All-India Congress Committee meeting at Benares 


decides to hold a special session of the Congress 
in Calcutta to consider adoption of the Non- 
Cooperation. 1 August. Death of Lokmanya Tilak 
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at midnight. Gandhiji paid his tribute in the 
following words: “A giant among men has fallen, 
the roar of the lion is hushed. For us he will 
go down to the generations yet unborn as maker 
of modern India, his bravery, his simplicity, his 
wonderful industry and his love of his country.” 
1 August. Gandhiji addresses letter to Viceroy 
surrendering Kaiser-i-Haid Medal, Zulu War 
Medal and Boer War Medal. 4 September. Special 
session of Indian National Congress at Calcutta 
accepts Gandhiji’s Programme of Non- 
cooperation to secure reduces of Punjab and 
Khilafat wrongs. November Gandhiji founds 
Gujrat Vidyapeeth at Ahmedabad. 26-31 
December. The Nagpur Congress Session adopts 
Gandhiji’s resolution declaring the object of the 
Indian National Congress to be attainment of 
Swaraj by the people of India by all letitimate 
and peaceful means. 


Scheme of reforms under the Government. of 
India Act, 1919 comes with operation. Death of 
Subramania Bharati. August. Moplah rebellion 
on the Malabar coast. 1 November Ali Brothers 
sentenced to two years rigorous imprisonment. 
17 November. Prince of Wales landed at Bombay. 
Riots in, Bombay and all-India hartal. 27-28 
December. Congress session at Ahmedabad 
under the presidentship of Hakim Ajmal Khan. 
December. Arrest of C.R. Das, Motilal Nehru, 
Lajpat Rai and about 25,000 Congress workers. 


Administration of Lord Reading as Governor- 
General of India. 


Rabindranath Tagore establishes Visvabharati 
University at Shantiniketan. 5 February. Violent 
incidents at Chauri Chaura. Chauri Chaura is 
a small village near Gorakhpur in U.P. The police 
opened fire on a procession. When their 
ammuniton was exhausted, they shut themselves 
up inside a building. The excited mob set fire 
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it Twenty-two policeman were burnt alive. 11- 
12 February. Gandhiji calls off the Non- 
Cooperation Movement. 10 March. Gandhiji 
arrested for sedition at Sabarmati. 18 March. 
Trial of Gandhiji. He was sentenced to six years 
imprisonment. The statement of Mahatma 
Gandhi before Mr. C.N. Broomfield, District and 
Sessions Judge, Ahmedabad is a piece of 
historical importance. Gandhiji pleaded guilty 
to all charges and explained why from a staunch 
loyalist and cooperator he had become an 
incompromising disaffectionist and non- 
cooperator. He ended his statement ona 
prophetic note. “I am therefore to invite and 
submit cheerfully to the highest penalty that 
may be infficted upon me for what in bar is 
deliberate crime and what appears to me the 
highest duty of a citizen. The only course open 
to you the judge and the assessors is either to 
resign your posts and thereby dissociate services 
from evil, if you feel that the law you are called 
upon to administer is a evil, and then in reality 
I am innocent, or to inflict on me the severest 
penalty, if you believe that the system and the 
law you are assisting to administer are good 
for the people of this country, and my activity 
is injurious to the common welfare.” 2 August. 
The British Prime Minister Lloyd George revealed 
the real British policy towards India in his speech 
in the British Parliament on August 2, 1922. He 
said that Britian in no circustances relinquish 
her responsibility to India. He also made it clear 
that the Indian Civil Service must remain as 
the steel frame on which the whole structure 
of British administration in India must rest for 
ever. 26-31 December The Congress session at . 
Gaya rejects the council entry resolution. 


Surendranath Banerjee amends the Calcutta 
Municipal Act. The Hindustan Times commences 
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publication. K.M. Panikkar is the chief editor. 
Banares session of the Hindu Mahasabha attracts 
a large number of delegates. 1 January. 
Resignation of the Congress President C.R. Das. 
15-19 September. Special session of the Congress 
Party at Delhi approves of the Swaraj Party’s 
programme of Council entry. 


The Communist Party of India organised at 
Kanpur. 


Life and Times of Shyam Narayan Vijayvargiya. 


5 February. Gandhiji released unconditionally 
on grounds of ill health. 21-22 November. All 
Parties’ Conference at Bombay. 23 November. 
Pact between Gandhiji and the Swaraj Party. 


The Gurdwara Law vests the management of 
all important gurdwara in the Punjab in the 
Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee. 
Vithalbhai Patel elected first Indian presiding 
officer of the Central Legislative Assembly. The 
All-India Congress Committee permits the Swaraj 
Party to work in the Legislatures. 16 June. Death 
of C.R. Das. 6 August. Death of Surendranath 
Banerjee. 


Administration of Lord Inwin as Governor- 
General of India. 


Death of Maulana Muhammad Abdur Bari. 23 
December. Swami Shraddhanand, the Arya Samaj 
leader, murdered by a Muslim fanatic who 
entered his sickroom on a false pretext. 


Death of Hakim Ajmal Khan. Appointment of 


‘Simon Commission. November Gandiji visits 


Ceylon. 26-28 November. Madras session of the 
Congress declares independence as India’s goal 
and takes steps to-summon an all Parties 
conference to alae up a constitution for India. 


Death of Barakatullah. December. Gandhiji moves 
resolution at Calcutta Congress session in favour 
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1930 


of independence if Dominion States is not granted 
by the end of 1929. Simon Commissions arrival 
in Bombay marked by an all India hartal. All 
Parties Conference considers the Nehru Report. 


31 members of the Communist Party arrested 
in connection with the Meerut Conspiracy Case. 
Under Jinnah’s leadership, the All Parties Muslim 
Conference formulates its fourteen points. 8 April. 
Bhagat singh and Batukehswar Datta drops 
bombs into the Legislative Assembly. 10 July. 
Lahore Conspiracy Case. 13 September Jatin Das 
dies in Jail after 64-day fast. 31 October. Lord 
Irwin announces Dominion Status as the political 
goal of British policy in India. He also announces 
the setting up of the Round Table Conference 
to frame the future constitution of India. 23 
December. Gandhiji and others meet the Viceroy 
and reject the invitation to Round Table 
Conference. 29 December. Lahore session of the 
Congress begins under the presidentship of 
Jawaharlal Nehru. It declares complete 
independence as the goal of India. It also resolves 
boycott the Legislatures and approves of the 
Civil Disobedience. 


2 January. The Congress Working eriiitice 
passed a resolution fixing Sunday, January 26, 
for a countrywide demonstration supporting 
the creed of Purna Swaraj or complete 
Independence. 9 January. Mahatma Gandhi 
observed in Young India: “Granted a Perfectly 
non-violent atmosphere and a _ fulfilled 
constructive programme. I would undertake to 
lead the mass civil disobedience struggle to a 
successful issue in the space of few months.” 
18 January. Rabindranath Tagore visited 
Mahatma Gandhi at Sabarmati Ashram, 
Ahmedabad. His parting message was: ”...the 
sacrifice needed for serving our country must 
not consist in merely emotional enthusiasm 
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which is indulged in as a sort of luxury, but it 
should be a discipline of truth and a serve 
discipline of truth. I know that you are going 
through it and will go through it as long as you 
have your teacher with you. Let us not talk, 
but have faith in silent work, faith in humble 
beginnings and I know that truth will take wing 
of itself and like fire will spread through the 
country, though its origin may be insignificant. 
26 January. Independence Day observed 
throughout the country. It revealed the earnest 
an enthusiastic mood of the people. 31 January. 
Gandhiji demanded 11 things from the British 
Government total probibition; restoration of the 
excharge rate to 15. G d; fifty per cent reduction 
of land revenue; abolition of the salt tax; 
reduction of military expenditure by at least 
fifty per cent begin with; reduction of civil service 
salaries by half; a protective tariff against foreign 
cloth; exactment of a coastal reservation bill; 
discharge of all political prisoners save those 
condemned for murder, abolition of the C.I.O; 
and issue of licenses for the fire arms for self- 
defence, subject to popular control.” 27 February. 
Gandhiji published in Young India his code of 
discipline for the Congress Volunteers. The 
Satyagrahi must harbour no anger, must suffer 
the anger of his opponent, pethring up with 
assaults but refusing to retaliate......”_2 March. 
Gandhiji addressed a historic letter to the Viceroy 
Lord Irwin. The letter was not intended as a. 
threat but was a simple and sacred duty, 
peremptory on a civil resister. Gandhiji had the 
letter specially delivered by a young English 
friend Reginald Raynolds 6 March. Sardar Patel 
set out for Borsdd to prepare the villagers for 
the fitting reception of Gandhiji during has Dandi 
March. 7 March. Sardar Patel arrested. 9 March. 
75,000 People met on the sands of Sabarmati to 
pass a resolution in the form of a vow in 


Major Dates and Events: 1757-1947 401 


Gandhiji’s presence: “We the citizens of 
Ahmedabad determine hereby that we shall go 
the same path where Sardar Vallabhbhai has 
gone and we shall take full independence 
attempting to do so. Without achieving freedom 
for our country we shall not rest in peace nor 
will the Government get peace. We solemnly 
believe that India’s emancipation lies in truth 
and peace”. The santiment was echoed across 
the country. 12 March. On the refusal of his 
demands by the Viceroy Gandhiji said: “On 
bended knees I asked for bread and I have 
received stone instead. In spite of the most of 
books containing rules and regulations, the only 
law that the nation knows is the will of the 
administrators, the only public peace the nation 
knows is the peace of a public prison. India is 
one vast prison house. I repudiate this law, and 
regard it as my sacred duty to break the mournful 
monotomy of the compulsory peace that is 
chocking the heart of the nation for want of 
free vent.” Gandhiji started his Dandhi March 
at 6.30 am with 78 fallowers. Motilal Nehru 
said: “like the historic march of Ramchandra to 
Lanka the march of Gandhi will be memorable”. 
P.C. Ray compared it to the “exodus of Israelies 
under Moses”. Jawaharlal Nehru observed. 
“Today the pilgrim marches onward on his long 
trek. Staff in hand he goes along the dusty roads 
of Gujarat. Clear-eyed and firm of step, with 
his faithful band trudging along behind him. 
Many a journey he has undertaken in the past, 
many of weary roads traversed. But longer the 
many that have gone before is this last journey 
of his, and many are the obstacles in his way 
but the fire of a great resolve is in him and 
surprising love of his miserable countrymen. 
And love of truth that scorches and love of 
freedom that inspire. And none that passes him 
can escape the spell and men of common clay 
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feel the spouk of life. It is a long journey, for 
the goal is the independence of India and the 
ending of the exploitation of her millions.” 21 
March. The All India Congress Committee meet 
on the banks of the Sabarmati. The main 
resolution confirmed Congress Working 
Committee’s resolution authorizing Gandhiji to 
start civil disobedience. This resolution laid down 
the conditions tinder which the various provinces 
were to participate init. 5 April. Gandhi reached 
Dandhi. The 241-mile march come to an end on 
the twenty fourth day. 6 April. Gandhiji 
conducted his morning prayer. In the course of 
his speech he announced that if he was arrested, 
the orders must be taken from Abbas Tyabji 
and after that from Mrs Sarojini Naidu. Soon 
after his prayers, Gandhiji with his followers 
proceeded for bath in the sea. At 8.30 am he 
bent down and picked up a lump of natural 
salt. This was the beginning of the Salt 
Satyagraha. 7 April. The day maked the 
beginning of the manufacture of illicit salt 
thorughout Gujarat and in the city of Bombay. 
Arrests of law-breakers mounted. Gandhiji 
congratulated the Government on having 
commenced arrests in right earnest. 14. April. 
Jawaharlal Nehru arrested and sentenced to six 
months imprisonment. In his absence Motilal 
Nehru become the acting President of the 
Congress. 25 April. Vithalbhai Patel tendered 
his resignation of the speakership of the Central 
Assembly and wrote to the Viceroy: “Thousands 
are prepared to lay down their lives and 
hundreds of thousands are ready to court 
imprisonment.” 24 April. Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan was arrested. There was mammoth 
demonstration in Peshawar. The Garhwal Rifles, 
refused to fire. 4 May. Gandhiji arrested at the 
part one and sent to Yervada Central Jail. Miraben 
observed: “At the dead of night, like thieves 
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they came to steal him away. When they sought 
to lay hand on him, they feared the multitudes; 
because they took him to be a prophet.” 5 May 
1930-6 January 1931. Gandhiji was kept in the 
Yervada Central Jail. Gandhiji wrote weekly 
letters in Gujarati to the inmates of the Sabarmati 
Ashram. In there letters he examined Ashram 
vows such as truth, non-Violence, Bramhacharya, 
non-possession, bread-labour etc. There letters 
appeared in Young India and were subsequently 
published in book form—From Yervada Mandir. 
His other literary activity was the translation 
of the Ashram hymn book, Bhajnawali. It was 
later published by John Hoyland in a book form 
titled Songs from Prison. 12 May 1. Tyabji and 
his followers arrested 2. The Viceroy announced 
that steps were being taken to arrange the Round 
Table Conference in London in October. 21 May 
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu led over 2,000 volunteers 
in a raid to Dharasna salt depot, about 150 
miles from Bombay. Mr. Miller, an American 
journalist has given a graphic description the 
raid: “At a word of command scores of native 
police rushed upon the advancing marches and 
rained blows on their heads with steel-shoed 
lathis. Not one of the marchers even raised an 
arm to fend off the blows. They went down 
like rollingpins. From where I stood I heard 
sickening noise of the clubs on unprotected skulls. 
The waiting crowd of watchers groaned and 
sucked in their breaths in sympathetic pain at 
every blow. Those struck down fell sprawling, 
unconscious writhing in pain with fractured 
skulls or broken shoulders. In two or three 
minutes the ground was quilted with bodies. 
Great patches of blood widened on their white 
cloths. The survivors without breaking ranks, 
silently and doggedly marched on until struck 
down.” 18 May -1 June. Raids on salt depots 
carried out at Wadala and Sanikatta (Karnatak). 
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5 June. Gandhi Day was celebrated in Bombay 
as a mark of protest against the leader’s arrest 
with a mile-long procession. The procession was 
led by women. Some 65,000 workers stopped 
work to join the celebration. 30 June. The 
Government arrested Pandit Motilal Nehru, the 
acting President of the Congress. It declared 
the Working Committee as an unlawful 
association. 23-24 July. M.R. Jaykar and Tej 
Bahadur Sapru met Gandhiji in Yervada Jail. 27 
July. Sapru and Jaykar interviewed Motilal Nehru 
and Jawaharalal Nehru in Naini Prison about 
the settlement with the Government. 13-15 
August. Meeting between Jaykar and Sapru on 
one side and Congress leaders on the other. 
The negotiations failed. 12 November. The first 
Round Table Conference opened in London. It 
continued upto January 1931. In the absence of 
the Congress, the conference could not make 
any headway. 


Administration Lord Willingdon as,Governor- 
General of India. 


4 January. Maulana Muhammad Ali passed away 
in London. He had before his death pleaded 
that the British. monarch should remember how 
his ancestors lost the American colonies. In the 
early hours of the fateful day, he was issuing 
his last appeal to the Hindus and the Muslims 
to bury all differences and work for Indian 
independence. 26 January. Gandhi released. He 
remarked that he had come out of Jail with an 
absolutely open mind and he was prepared to 
discuss the situation from every point of view. 
2. The first anniversary of Independence Day 
celebrated with great gusto. 6 February. Motilal 
Nehru died in Lucknow. Before his death he 
told Gandhii: “I am going soon. Mahatmaji, 
and I shall not be alive to see Swaraj. But I 
know that you have won it and will soon have 
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it.” 17 February-5 March. Negotiations between 
Mahatma Gandhi and Lord Irwin. Gandhi-Irwin 
Pact was signed on 5 March, 1931 at the Viceroy’s 
house. The agreement was the result of a fortnight 
negotiations. Gandhiji visited the Viceregal Lodge 
eight times and spent there altogether 24 hours. 
As a result of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact the Civil 
_ Disobedience was suspended and Gandhiji 
agreed to attend the second session of the Round 
Table Conference at London as the role 
representative of the Congress. 19 March. 
Gandhiji met Lord Irwin. He discussed with 
the Viceroy the question of political prisoners. 
In the interest of yard relations, he pleaded for 
the commutation of death sentence on Sardar 
Bhagat Singh and his comrades. The Viceroy 
did not agree. 23 March. Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev 
and Rajguru were hanged in the night of March 
23 in the Lahore jail. Their bodies were secretly 
cremated on the banks of the Sutlej and their 
remains were thrown in the river. The news 
was received with intense agitation. Jawaharlal 
Nehru said: “The corpse of Bhagat Singh shall 
stand between us and England.” 24 March. The 
day of mourning observed throughout India. 
The demonstrators came in clash with the police 
at a number of places. 141 people were killed, 
586 wounded, and 341 arrested. 25 March. 
Communal riots in Kanpur. Ganesh Shanker 
Vidyarthi, a prominent Congress leader done 
to death. 26 March. Gandhiji spoke on the eve 
of the Karachi session of the Congress. He told 
the audience that he had tried his best to save 
the life of Bhagat Singh but had failed. The 
Congress Working Committee had agreed with 
him in not making Commutation condition 
precedent to true. He could only mention it 
apart from the settlement. He had hoped for 
magnanimity. His hope was not to materialize. 
29 March. The Karachi session of the Congress 
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held. Sardar Patel was the President. Three 
resolutions were moved from the chair and 
passed. The first one was condolence on the 
death of Motilal Nehru and other leaders. The 
second one was on the Kanpur riots. The third 
longed the release of all the prisoners. Jawaharlal 
Nehru moved the resolution on the Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades. It was drafted by Gandhiji. 
The resolution stated: “This Congress while 
dissociating itself from and disapproving of 
political violence in any shape or form, places 
on record its admiration of the bravery and 
sacrifice of Bhagat Singh and his comrades, 
Sukhdev and Rajguru, and mourns with the 
bereaved families the loss of these lives. This 
Congress is of opinion that the Government 
have lost the golden opportunity of promoting 
goodwill between the two nations, admittedly 
essential, held to be essential at this juncture, 
and of winning over to the method of peace, 
the party, which, being driven to despair, resorts 
to political violence.” The Karachi session also 
passed a resolution on Fundamental Rights of 
the Citizens. 28 August. 1. Following the talk 
between Mahatma Gandhi and the new Viceroy 
Lord Willingdon, a communique, sometimes 
called “second settlement” was published. It 
provided that the Congress would bee 
represented at the Round Table Conference by 
Gandhi, that the settlement of the 5th March 
would remain operative, that the Congress 
complaint regarding the repression in Bardoli 
would be made the subject of an inquiry by a 
collector under the precise terms of reference, 
that no inquiry would be held into any other 
complaint made by the Congress; and that the 
future complaints would be dealt with in 
accordance with ordinary administrative 
procedure. Gandhiji made it clear that “if any 
gievence is so acutely felt that it becomes a 
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paramount duty of the Congress to seek some 
method of relief in the absence of an inquiry, 
in the shape of defensive direct action, the 
Congress should be held free to adopt such 
remedy notwithstanding the suspension of civil 
disobedience”. This clause was an integral part 
of the agreement. Death of Bhagwati Charan. 
29 August. Gandhiji sailed for London to 
participate in the second session of the Round 
Table Conference with him sailed Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malviya, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, 
Prabhashankar Pattari, Mahadev Desai, Pyarelal, 
Devdas, Mirabehn and G.D. Birla. Gandhi was 
not very hopeful on the eve of his departure. 
He said: “The horizon is as bleak as it possikly 
could be. There is wery chance of my returning 
empty-handed.” 11 September. Gandhi's steamer 
anchored at Marseilles. The first to receive him 
was Madeline Rolland, the sister of Romain 
Rolland. In her hearty message of welcome she 
said: “you are for the battles that lie ahead, our 
recognized and proven general. When you are 
in London feel yourself strong in the strength 
of the peoples, not only of India but of Europe, 
for whom you are the voice of the highest 
conscience. The entire Europe is with you.” 13 
September. Gandhiji gave a talk for the 
Americans on microphone. It was his first 
boradcast talk. He spoke for half an hour. He 
said: “I feel in my innermost recess of my heart 
after a political experience extending over an 
unbroken period close upon thirty-five years 
that the world is sick into death of blood-spilling. 
It is seeking a way out and I flatter myself with 
the belief that perhaps it will be the privilege 
of the ancient land of India to show that way 
out to the hungering world.” 14 September. 
Gandhiji attended the meeting of the Federal 
Structure Committee at the Round Table 
Conference. Gandhiji did not speak during the 
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proceeding’s as it was his day of silence. He 
followed the proceedings intently. 15 September. 
Gandhiji spoke for the first time at the Round 
Table Conference for forty five minutes. The 
speech was not prepared and he referred to his 
notes now and then. He observed that he had 
come to London in the spirit of cooperation. 
But there were fundamental differences of 
opinion between the Government and the Indian 
National Congress. In conclusion he said: “I 
would: love to go away from the shones of the 
British isles with the conviction that there was 
to be an honourable and equal partinership 
between great Britain and India. It will be my 
fervent prayer during all the days that I live 
in your midst that this consummation may be 
reached: 16 September. Gandhiji spoke to the 
Labour M.P.s in the House of Commons He 
placed the poverty aspect of the Indian question: 
“I want to disclose your minds of the notion 
that the masses of India are exhausted of Pax 
Britannica. The truth is that they are anxious 
to throw off the British yoke, because they do 
not want to starve. And what else can happen 
when in a much more prospherous country like 
yours, your Prime Minister does not draw more 
than fifty times the average per capita income, 
whereas in India in Viceroy gets something like 
five thousand times the average income of an 
Indian. And if the average income is so low. 
You can understand and that the actual income 
in a vast number of cases must be nil.”17 
September. The second speech of Gandhiji in 
the Federal Structure Committee was like a 
bomb-shell. He told the Committee that the 
members of the Indian delegation were not the 
chosen representatives of the people. They were 
the chosen people of the Government. He also 
complained that the proceedings were not leading 
anywhere. The Government had not given the 
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Committee the lead which would help them to 
reach conclusion. He urged the Government to 
place their cards on the table. 28 November. 
The plenary session of the Round Table 
Conference met on November 28 Gandhiji began 
his speech at midnight and delivered for swenty- 
minutes one of his memorable utterances. In 
the Course of his speech he said: “A nation of 
350 million people does not need the dagger of 
the assassin, it does not need the poison bowl, 
it does not need the sword, the spear or the 
bullet. It needs simply a will of its own to say 
‘no’ and that nation is to day learning to say 
“no’.” 1 December. The Round Table Conference 
was concluded. 5-11 December. On 5 December 
Gandhiji left London for Switzerland to meet 
Romain rolland. Romain Rolland had published 
book on Gandhiji in 1923 and interpreted 
Gandhiji’s message to the West. They had been 
is correspondence since then and longed to see 
each other. Gandhiji spent five days with Rolland 
and discussed about the tragic moral and social 
state of Europe. 12 December. At six in the 
evening Gandhiji saw Mussolini. 14 December. 
Gandhiji left Europe for India. 24 December. 
Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan along with his 
colleagues arrested, four days before Gandhiji’s 
arival in India. 26 December. Jawaharlal Nehru 
was arrested. 28 December. Gandhiji landed in 
Bombay. 29 December. Gandhiji sent a telegram 
to the Viceroy Lord Willingdon. He condemned 
ordinances, shootings and arrests during his 
absence. 31 December. The Viceroy justified the 
ordinances. 1932 1 January Gandhiji replied to 
the Viceroy that in his opinion the consittutional 
issues had declined into insignificance in the 
face of the ordinances and activities of the 
Government. He repudiated all suggestions that 
the Congress desired to promote disorder in 
any shape or form. He denied any justification 
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for going outside the ordinary law. 2 January. 
The government sent a reply to Gandhiji. They 
refused to discuss the demands of the Congress 
and to hold a meeting with Gandhiji. 3 January. 
Gandhiji referred to his negotiations with Lord 
Irwin. They were opened and carried on whilst 
Civil Disobedience was on. It was the duty of 
a constituional government to consider the 
suggestions of the public bodies. He assured 
the Government that every endeavour would 
be made on the part of the Congress to carry 
on the struggle without malice and in a strictly 
non-violent manner. 4 January. Gandhiji was 
arrested in the small hours of the morning at 
Bombay. He was taken to Yervada Jail. His 
message to his people was: “Infinite is God’s . 
mercy. Never deviate from truth and non- 
Violence, never turn your back, and sacrifice 
your lives and all to win swaraj.” Sardar 
Vallabhbhai and Jawaharlal were also arrested. 
Four drastic ordinances were promulgated giving 
the most for-reaching powers to the magistrates 
and the police officers. 5-10 January. Rajendra 
Prasad, who was appointed Congress President 
in succession to Sardar Patel was arrested. 
Leading Congressmen all over India were behind 
the bars. 10 January-22 April. The Congress and 
its sister organisations were declared illegal. 
The ordinances were more drastic than any that 
were required since the Mutiny. Whipping 
became a frequent punishment. The guardians 
were punished for the offences of their wards. 
The Govenrment confiscated property and 
moneys is banks. The lot of the political prisoners 
was made worse than that of the convicts. During 
the four months there were 80,000 arrests. The 
boycott programme was very extensive. It 
affected even banks, insurance companies and 
Bullion exchange. 11 March. Gandhiji wrote to 
Sir Samuel Hoare from Yervada Jail about the 
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brutal repression and the impending communal 
award by the British Prime Minister. Gandhiji 
warned the Government that in the event of 
the Government creating separate electorate for 
the depressed classes, he would fast unto death. 
23 April. The Congress session held at Delhi. 
The President elect Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malviya was arrested on his way to Delhi. The 
‘open session consisted in the thousands gathering 
of twos and threes. The police arrested 180 
delegates and lathi charged others. 23 April. 
Gandhiji received the reply of Sir Sammul Hoare. 
He promised that Gandhiji’s views would be 
fully taken into account before the final decission 
was arrived at. 17 August. The British Prime 
Minister Mr. Ramsay Macdonald announced the 
Communal Award. The scheme fixed the number 
of seats in the provincial legislatures at 
appoximately double the number in the existing 
council. The separate electorates were retained 
for the minority communities and also for the 
Muslims in Bengal and the Punjab despite their 
numerical majority. The wieghtage was also 
conceded to the Muslims in provinces in which 
they were a minority and to the Sikhs and Hindus 
in the Punjab. The Depressed classes were now 
recognised as a minority community entitled to 
separate electorate. 18 August. Gandhiji wrote 
to Ramsay Macdonald about his resolve to resist 
the scheme of the Communal Award by resorting 
to fast unto death from 20 September. 12 
September. The Gandhi-Hoare-Macdonald 
correspondence was released in Simla. The Home 
member Mr. Haig said that no Government could 
let its action be influenced by such methods. 
The Government decided to allow Gandhiji all 
facilities for private interview and unrestricted 
correspondence. 13 September. The Depressed 
Class leader M.C. Rajah condemned the 
Communal Award and made an appeal to save 
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Gandhiji’s life. Dr. Ambedkar described the fast 
as a “political stunt.” 14 September. All the 
temples in Allahabad were thrown open to the 
members of the Depressed Classes. The example 
was followed in several other cites. 15 September. 
Gandhiji said in a statement that his intended 
fast was resolved upon in the name of God. He 
refused to Postpone the fast. 18 September. 
Gandhiji commenced his twenty-four hour 
silence. He write a number of letters to the 
inmates of the Sabarmati Ashram asking them 
not to interrupt their daily routine. 19 September. 
1. Meeting were held all over the country 
demanding withdrawal of the Communal Award 


in respect of the separate electorate for the 


Depressed Classes. 2. A Hindu leaders conference 
of ovér one hundred delegates met in Bombay. 
The conference decided that Gandhiji’s life must 
be saved at all cost and untouchability must be 
eradicating at the earliest moment. 20 September. 
Gandhiji said his morning prayer and took his 
breakfast of milk and fruit. From half past six 
to eight he heard Gita. At half-past eleven he 
took his last meal of lemon juice and honey 
with hot water. Mahatma Gandhi, Mahadev 
Desai and Vallabhbhai Patel sang a Hindi song: 
“Oh traveller, arise, it is dawn: Where is the 
night that thou still sleepest.” The fast began 
at twelve. 3. Gandhiji told the journalists in the 
evening. “I believe that if untouchability is really 
rooted out, it will not only purge Hinduism of 
a terrible blot but its repurcussion will be world 
wide. My fight against untouchability is a fight 
against the impure in humanity. 4. Millions in 
India offered prayers and fasted. The deep-seated 
prejudice gave way. The caste Hindus fraternized 
with untouchables. 21 September. 1. Sapru, 
Jaykar, Rajgopalachari, Rajendra Prasad, Devdas 
and G.D. Birla met Gandhiji. 2. Mrs Naidu was 
specially brought from the women’s jail yard 
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to nurse Gandhiji 22 September. 1. Dr. Ambedkar 
intervienced Gandhiji. 2. Gandhiji felt exhausted. 
The Government transferred Kasturba from the 
Sabarmati to Yervada and permitted her to 
remain by Gandhi's side. 23 September. A 
business like conference of about 25 leaders 
commenced its work. Negotiations continued 
upto four P.M. news came at this stage that 
Gandhiji’s condition had taken a turn for the 
worse 24 September. The negotiations re-started. 
Though the intervention of Rajgopalachari the 
agreement was reached. 25 September. A full 
Conference with Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya 
in the Chair met. The Conference ratified the 
agreement arrived at Poona. The Conference 
adopted the resolution that henceforth amongst 
Hindus no one shall be regarded as an 
untouchable by reason of his birth. 26 September. 
1. The British Government approved the Poona 
Pact. 2. The doctors issued an alarming health 
bulletin saying that Gandhi’s condition had 
entered into a danger zone. 3. Tagore hastened 
from Calcutta to Poona. 4. Gandhiji broke his 
fast at 5.15 P.M. Tagore led the prayer by singing 
a song from Gitanjali. “When the heart is dried 
and parched up, come with your shower of 
mercy.” It was followed with recitation of the 
Sanskrit Verses and Vaishnava Janto. When it 
was finished Kasturaba handed him the orange 
juice. Thus, ended the epic fast. 27 September- 
October Untouchability Abolition Week was 
observed throughout the country. An All India 
Anti-untouchability League was set up. Nawab 
of Bhopal announced a donation of Rs. 5,000 to 
the anti-touchability movement. Maulana 
Shaukat Ali sent a cordial telegram to Gandhiji. 
He requested the Viceroy to release Gandhiji. 
1 October-31 December 1. The Civil Disobedience 
continued at a low ebb. 2. Gandhiji issued a 
number of statements from the Yervada. prison 


414 


1933 


A Dictionary of Freedom Fighters 


deploring untouchability. 3. The Round Table 
Conference met at the end of the year in London. 


4 January. The anniversary of the civil 
disobedience movement observed throughout 
the country. The Congress acting President 
Rajendra Prasad was arrested. His place was 
taken by Aney. 11. February. The first issue of 
the Harijan was issued from Poona. It was priced 
at one anna. Gandhiji explained the meaning of 
the word ‘Harijan’. It means a man of God. All 
the religions of the world described God as the 
friend of the friendless. Helper of the helpless, 
and protector of the weak. In India the forty 
million untouchables were the most friendless, 
helpless and weakest persons. They could be 
fitly described as men of God. Rabindranath 
Tagore contributed a poem. The cleaner for the 
first issue. Dr. Ambedkar refused to give a 
message but expressed his views in the Hindu 
Social organisation: “The outcaste is a byproduct 
of the caste system. There will be outcastes as 
long as there are castes. And nothing can 
emancipate the outcaste except the destruction 
of the caste-system.” 15 April. In Harijan dated 
15 April, Gandhiji observed: “I have a profound 
belief in the method of the fast. It may come 
any day without warning even to me. If it comes, 
I shall welcome it as a great privilege and a joy 
Untouchability is a big sin. It may not be washed 
without the blood of many servants. But they 
will have to be fit instruments. The occasion 
will come to me, if I am found worthy of the 
sacrifice.” 29 April. Gandhiji announced his 
decision to fast. On the eve of the announcement, 
he had a unique experience: “I had gone to 
sleep the night before without the slighest idea 
of having to declare a fast next morning. At 
about twelve O’clock in the night something 
wakes me up suddenly, and some voice—within 
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or without, I cannot say—whispers, Thou must 
go on a fast. ‘How many days’? (I ask. The 
voice again says, ly enity. one days.’ When does 
it begin? I ask.’ It says, “you begin to-narrow’. 

I went off to sleep after making the decision. 
It did not tell anything to my companions until 
after the norming prayer. 30 April. Gandhiji 
issued a statement and announced his decision 
to commence fast from noon, the 8th May, ending 
on 29th May. He said that the evil of 
untouchability was far greater than even he had 
thought it to be. It could not be eradicated by 
money, external organization and even political 
power for the Harijans, though all these were 
necessary. Untouchability could be eradicated 
by inward organization, inward power and self- 
purification. This could come only by fasting 
and prayer. 1 May. Gandhiji sent a telegram to 
the Government of India announcing his decision 
to commence fast from 8 May: “The fast might 
have commenced at once but for my prisoner 
and to avoid all possible embarassment to the 
Government.” 5 May. Gandhiji replied to the 
messages. He said: “The cause of the Harijans 
is God’s cause. He will throw up men and women 
as they may be required to do this will. I feel 
sure, if I am wanted on this earth yet for a 
while, for any service what soever, He will spare 
me, not with standing the fears of medical men.” 
8 May. Gandhiji commenced his fast at twelve 
noon. At 9.30 p.m. the Government of India 
released him. Gandhiji went to stay at Lady 
Thakersey’s house in Poona. Gandhiji announced 
suspension of civil disobedience movement for 
a month. 9 May. The acting Congress President 
Aney announced six weeks’ suspension of the 
civil disobedience movement. He appealed to 
the people to use this period in the service of 
the Harijan. Gandhiji’s decision to suspend the 
movement was not liked by many Congress 
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leaders. Subhas Bose and Vithalbhai Patel 
denounced it from Europe. Many Congressmen 
regarded the removal of untouchability as 
subsidiary to the main freedom struggle. 29 
May. Gandhiji broke his 21-day fast. 12-14 July. 
Gandhiji called an informal meeting of the 
leading Congressmen at Poona. The meeting 
passed a resolution authorizing Gandhiji to seek 
an unconditional interview with the Viceroy. 15 
July. Gandhiyi telegraphed to Lord Willingdon 
asking for an early interview with a view to 
exploning the possibilities of peace. The Viceroy 
did not agree for the interview. 16-23 August. 
Gandhiji was not allowed Harijan work from 
the Jail. He fasted against the Government’s 
attitude. His condition became serious and he 
was released unconditionally. 1-4 August. On 
August 1. Gandhiji, Kasturba, Mahadev Desai 
and thirty inmates of the Sabarmati Ashram 
were arrested. Gandhiji was tried in the yervada 
prison and sustenced to one years’ imprisonment. 
Following Gandhiji’s imprisonment the campaign 
of individual civil disobedience started in all 
the provinces. September. Gandhiji moved to 
the Satyagraha Ashram at Wardha. He offered 
the Sabarmati Ashram to the Servants of the 
Untouchables Society for the use of Harijan cause. 
21 September. Death of Mrs. Annie Besant. 7 
November. Gandhiji started from Wardha on 
his Harijan tour. 8 November. Gandhiji addressed 
a large meeting at Nagpur. He declared that 
the Harijan work was essentially religious from 
his standpoint. 16 December. Gandhiji’s Harijan 
tour in the south commenced. 22 December. 
Gandhiji presided over the annual convocation 
of the Dakshin Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha. 
The Sabha during its fifteen years of existence 
had to its credit 388 branches spread all over 
the southern India. 
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1934-43 


1934 


1935 


1936 


1936 
1937 


1938 


Admininstration of Lord Linlithgow as Governor- 
General of India. 


15 January. Earthquake in northern Bihar. 17 
January. The Bihar Government released Rajendra 
Prasad to enable him to help the earthquake 


_ sufferers. 2 Febuary. In an article “Bihar and 


Untouchability,” Gandhi. wrote in Harijan of 
February 2: “Let the anti-untouchability reforms 
regard the earthquake as nemesis for sin of 
untouchability.” Gandhiji’s utterances on the 
earthquake brought a sharp rejoinder from 
Rabindranath Tagore. 11 March. Gandhi reached 
Patna to help the relief work operations in 
connection with the earthquake. 2 August. 
During the nine months of the Harijan tour. 
Gandhiji covered more than 12,500 miles and 
collected about eight lakhs of rupees. He thought 
that the untouchability was on its last legs. 5- 
14 August. Gandhiji reached Wardha. He 
undertook a fast for 7 days from August 7 to 
August 14. 28 October. Gandhiji retired from 
the Congress. 


Rahmat Ali publishes a leaflet on the formation 
of Pakistan. The Government India Act, 1935 
passed. 28 December. Golden Jubilee of the 
Congress celebrated all over India. 


The Congres, Muslim League and other political 
parties engage in vizorous campaigning for 
elections to the Central Legislative Assembly 
and the Provincial Legislatures under the 
Government of India Act of 1935. 


10 May. Death of Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad Ansari. 
The All India National Education Conference 


under Gandhiji’s leadership formulates a new 


education policy. July. Congress ministries formed 
in the provinces. 


19 February. Congress session at Haripura under 
the presidentship of Subhash Chandra Bose. Bose 
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1941 
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made a bold stand for unqualified Swaraj. He 
also advocated use of force against the British 
if necessary. 


19 February. Congress session at Tripuri under 
the presidentship of Subhas Chandra Bose. 
Subhas Bose was elected for the Congress 
presidentship for the second time against the 
wishes of Gandhiji. 29 April. Subhas Chandra 
Bose resigns the Presidentship of the Congress. 
3 September. Outbreak of the Second World 
War. 15 September. The Congress Working 
Committee asked Britain to declare her War 
aims. 26 October. The Secretary of State offers 


to expand the Governor-General’s Executive 


Council. 27 October-15 November. Congress 
ministers resign in the provinces. 12 December. 
The Muslim League celebrates Deliverance Day. 


19 March. The Congress session at Ramgarh. 22 
March. The Muslim League adopts the Pakistan 
Resolution. 5 April. Death of C.F. Andrews. 2 
July. Subhas Bose arrested. 8 August. The Viceroy 

eclares British policy towards India. (August 
offer). 17 October. The Congress starts the 
Individual Civil Disobedience Movement. 17 
January. Subhas Chandra Bose escapes from 
Calcutta. 28 March. Subhas Chandra Bose arrives 
in Berlin. 22 June. Germany invades Russia. 22 
July. Enlarged Executive Council of the Governor- 
General announced. 7 August. Death of 
Rabindranath Tagore. 9 September. The British 
Prime Minister Churchill affirms that the Atlandic 
Charter did not apply to India. 


7 December. Japan attacks Pearl Harbour. 23- 
30 December. The Congress absolves Gandhiji 
of the responsibility to lead a Satyagraha 
movement. 


11 February. Death of Jamnalal Bajaj. 15 February. 
Singapore falls to Japan. 7 March. Rangoon falls 
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1943: 


1943-47 


1943 


1944 


1945 


to Japan. 28-30 March. The Tokyo Conference 
of Indians in South-east Asia elects Rash Bihari 
Bose as its leader. March-April. Cripps Mission 
Visits India. 14 July. Congress Working 
Committee adopts the Quit India Resolution. 
August-September. The Revolt of 1942. 
September. Establishment of the Indian National 
Army. 21 October. Bose annouces the formation 
of Provisional Government of Free India. 


The Karachi session of the Muslim League adopts 
the slogan, “Divide and Quit”. 


Administration of Lord wovell as the Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India. 


8 February Subhas bose left Germay in a U 
Boat. 13 June. Subhas Chandra Bose reaches 
Tokyo. 2 July. Subhas Bose arrives at Singapore. 
4 July. Subhas Bose takes over the leadership 
of the Indian Independence Movement from 
Rash Bihari Bose. September. No. 1 regiment of 
INA raised in Malay. 21 October. Provisional 
Government of Free India established at 
Singapore. 6 November. Greater East Asia 
Conference at Tokyo. Tojo, the Japanese Prime 
Minister announced that Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands would be handed over to the Provisional 
Government of Subahs Bose. 9 November. The 
first batch of INA leaves for war front. 31 
December. Subhas Bose visits Free Indian 
Territories of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 


4 January. Subhas Bose arrives at Rangoon. 4 
February. I.N.A. commences fight. 19 March. 
INA crosses over to Indian territory. 26 July. 
The Japanese army and the INA retreat. 27 July. 
Gandhiji offers terms to the Viceroy who reject 
then. 9-27 September. Gandhiji’s unsuccessful 
negotiations with Jinnah. 


25 June. Wavell calls the Simla Conference to 
resolve the contitutional problem. 12 August. 
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Death of George Sydney Arundale. 15 September. 
Japan surrenders. December. Elections to the 
Central Legislative Assembly. 


5 January. British Parliamentary Delegation 
arrives in India. 18 January. Wavell’s 
announcement of New Executive Council and 
a Constitution-making Body. 18 February. Naval 
Mutiny at Bombay. March-June. Cabinet Mission 
visits India. July. Elections for the Constituent 
Assembly held. 16 August. Direct Action Day 
of Muslim League. Great Calcutta killings begins. 
Some 7,000 persons dead. Loot, arson and 
vandalism rein supreme. Lt.-General Francis 
Tucker and Prime Minister H.S. Suhravardy 
blamed for complicity in the riots. 2 September. 
Jawaharlal Nehru leads the Interim Government. 
October. Communal riots in Noakhali and Bihar. 
9 December. Indian Constituent Assembly meets 
at New Delhi. Death of Sardar Ajit Singh. 


Administration of Lord Mountabatten as 
Governor-General of India. 


20 February. Lord Attlee announces Britain’s 
decision to transfer power to India before June 
1948. 8 March. The Congress Working 
Committeee passes resolution for dividing the 
Punjab on communal basis. The move 
foreshadows the partition of India. 24 March. 
The new Viceroy Lord Montbatten assumes 
charge. 3 June. Lord Mountbatten announces 
transfer of power in August, 1947. 14-15 June. 
The AICC session at Delhi accepts the plan of 
dividing India. July Indian Independence Act 
passed by the British Parliament. 15 August. 
India becomes free. Pakistan comes into existence. 
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